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SUBJECT: my mad GEORGE W, BUSH, PRESIDENT- ve 


VICTIM; AND OTH x UNSPECIFIED FAMILY MEMBERS- VICTIMS ; RONALD 


REAGAN, FORMER ne DENT-VICTIM; NANCY REAGAN, srouss-victim[ | 


[terms 44/27/89; CRIME AGAINST FAMILY MEMBERS-FEDERAL 
OFFICIALS (THREAT MATTER): 00; BUFFALO, 


FOR INFORMATION OF RECEIVING OFFICES ON APRIL 27, 1989[ | be | 


bIC 
| PUBLIC DOCUMENTS DISTRIBUTION CENTER (PDDC), , 


PUEBLO MEMORIAL AIRPORT, PUEBLO, COLORADO, TELEPHONE (719) 
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THAT HIS OFFICE HAD RECEIVED A LETTER FROM AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED 
[_s=d|S THREATENING THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, bé 


BIC 
ow venee 27, saea[_ de, 


PUEBLO, COLORADO, RELEASED TO THE FBI THE LETTER RECEIVED FROM 
[____] WHICH THREATENED THE PRESIDENT, [__Btarep THat tue 
LETTER HAD BEEN HANDLED BY NUMEROUS INDIVIDUALS, 


THE LETTER AND ENVELOPE WERE EXAMINED AND THE FOLLOWING WAS 


nosso a6 on tat secure, [| a 
| WHICH STATED "HERE'S A LITTLE INFORMATION 


FOR USE TO PASS ON THE PRESIDENT, IF HE DOES NOT RAISE THE 
MINIMUM WAGE, 1 WILL KILL FORMER PRESIDENT REAGAN, HIS WIFE 
NANCY, AND THEIR EASY ACCESIBLE[ | IF THIS DOES NOT GET HIS 
ATTENTION, I WILL HAVE TO HAVE MY ASSOCIATES POISON PRESIDENT 
BUSHS FAMILY, THE CHOICE IS HIS," (sicneD)[—_—| 

ON APRIL 27, 1989, FBI-DENVER OFFICE CONDUCTED AN INDICES 
SEARCH OF THEIR FILES AND THE NEW YORK OFFICE WITH NEGATIVE 
RESULTS, 


ON APRIL 27, veo] «(SPECIAL AGENT, U,S, SECRET b6 
bIC 


SERVICE, DENVER, COLORADO, WAS NOTIFIED OF THE LETTER, THE TEXT 
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OF THE LETTER AND THE NEGATIVE INDICES SEARCH BY sal on 


PUEBLO RA, 


ON APRIL 27, 1989, SSAL_——~—“—~*~CSCSCS FIBEHQ, WSS 


CONTACTED AND ADVISED OF THE LETTER RECEIVED BY PDDC, THE 

CONTENTS OF THE LETTER AND THAT sal _idusss, DENVER, 

COLORADO, HAD BEEN NOTIFIED AS TO THE RECEIPT OF THE LETTER, 
INFORMATION FORWARDED TO BUFFALO FOR APPROPRIATE 


INVESTIGATION, 


INVESTIGATION AT DENVER CONTINUING, 
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3. VICTIM'S NAME ILAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) OR FIRM NAME IF BUSINESS | 4. LOGATION OF INCIDENT THOUSE NO. STREET NAMED APA |5. OATE OF INCIOENT 
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CONVENIENT FOOD MART : 73 BALNUT STREET DEC.2, 1987 


BLOCK HO 


INFORMATION PROVIDED BELOW REFERS TO BLOCK NUMBER ON ORIGINAL REPORT 
& AS INDICATED IN LEFT COLUMN. 


THIS WRITER RECIEVED A GALL ABOUT A ROBBERY AT CONVENIENT FOOD MART, 


oN. THE WAY TO THAT LOCATION, TWO WHITE MALES WERE PICKED UP AND RETURNED 
TO THE STORE FOR POSSIBLE TDENTIEICATION BY VICTIM OR WITNESS. THE FIRST 


WHITE MALE TO BE PICKED UP WAS MN Locust 


STREET NEAR SOUTH, THE SECOND mi (ARREST SHEET ATTACHED), 


AT GENESEE STREET, NEAR PINE STREET. [SNE OF THE[ _—id 


[_|WaS INTERVIEWED, SHE WAS ASKED TO GO OUT IN THE PARKING LOT AND 


VIEW THE TWO SUSPECTS. SHE FIRST LOOKED AT[ _| AND INDICATED“THAT=2- 


HE HAD NOTHING TO, DO WITH THE ROBBERY, THE SECOND SUSPECT WAS VIEWED AND 


| | _|starep THAT HE WAS THE ONE THAT HELD THE KNIFE TO THE OTHER 


CLERKS THROAT. [__‘|WAS THEN TAKEN TO THE LOCKPORT POLICE DEPARTMENT 


HE OLICE DEPARTMENT) 


ARRESTED rof sé UNARRESTED AND LET GO.. THE VICTIMS 


WHERE STATEMENTS WERE TAKEN. (ATTACHED) THE TWO OTHERS WERE NOT APPRE= 


DURING THE PREVIOUS weEKenD] | ani W#RE SEEN TOGETHER AT 


LAPORT REST., ON NOV. 29, 1987, POLICE REPORT FILED cartacueD)[ |_| 


USED THE navel dat THAT TIME :AND AT POLICE HEADQUARTERS. - 


sore] anol we SHOWN THE MUG BOOKS BUT COULD NOT PICK ANY- 


ONE OUT. THE KNIFE USED IN THE ROBBERY WAS NOT FOUND ON HE AREA| 


HE WAS APPREHENDED IN WAS CHECKED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. [|_| 


WAS INTERVIEWED BY DETECTIVE, COW DECEMBER 2, 1987 WITH NEGATIVE 
RESULTS, HE WAS GIVEN HIS RIGHTS AT THAT TIME. I DID INTERVIEW HIM DEC. 


3, 1987 ALSO WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. DL C*«dSSELL BE CALLED TO LPD. 


FOR A COMPOSITE OF THE THIRD INDIVIDUAL. PAROLE OFFICER Of =i | 


CONTACTED ABOUT pIcTuRE oF[ __|AND CONNECTION BETWEEN[ __JAND 
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TO DIRECTOR FBI/ROUTINE/ _ 
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etre: /31%9// 
SUBJECT: 


THREATS AGAINST PRESIDENT; (00: BUFFALO) . 
4 
FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, ON APRIL 21, 1989, THE 
BUFFALO DIVISION WAS.ADVISED BY[_———=«|'U-S. SECRET SERVICE, 4, 
‘ 


BUFFALO, NEW YORK, THAT HIS OFFICE RECEIVED A LETTER WRITTEN BY bE 


[wo ts cuRRENTLY INCARCERATED al SS~=s@Y 
[| ssw vorx, tHE LETTER WAS ADDRESSED To "OCCUPANT 


DOJ FBI," AND WAS FORWARDED TO THE SECRET SERVICE IN BUFFALO FOR 
INVESTIGATION. [ior THE SECRET SERVICE REQUESTED THAT 


: 69-B y-a 3S S$x 
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Date 


THE FBI PARTICIPATE IN THE INTERVIEW OF ABOVE CAPTIONED SUBJECT 
BECAUSE THE LETTER SUBJECT HAD WRITTEN MADE REFERENCES THAT 
[_____Janp HTs “assocTATES" WILL "KILL" PRESIDENT BUSH AND HIS 
FAMILY IF us[ | DEMANDS ARE NOT MET. SUBJECT CLAIMED HE 
WOULD KILL PRESIDENT BUSH BY CHEMICAL AND GERM WARFARE. [| 
ALSO CLAIMED THAT HE AND HIS "ASSOCIATES" WILL POISON FORMER 
PRESIDENT REAGAN, HIS WIFE, AND EASILY ACCESIBLE| | WITHIN 31 
DAYS. 
BECAUSE OF THE CONSPIRACY LANGUAGE CONTAINED IN THE LETTER ~~ 
AN AGENT OF THE BUFFALO DIVISION FBI‘DID accompanyy jor 
THE SECRET SERVICE ON APRIL 24, 1989 WHEN[ __ [WAS APPROACHED 
ADMIT WRITING THE LETTER IN QUESTION AND IN FACT STATED HE HAD 
WRITTEN SEVERAL LETTERS T0 THE PRESIDENT AND THEN STATED HIS 
| INTENTION TO KILL THE PRESIDENT WHEN HE GETS OUT OF PRISON. 
[ten Watxep our oF THE INTERVIEW WHICH LASTED LESS THAN 
THREE (3) MINUTES, DURING THAT BRIEF PERTOD[___|MADE No 
REFERENCE TO ANY ASSOCIATES, 


i. 
BUREAU SHOULD NOTE THAT BUFFALO DIVISION IS NOT conpuer1 
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CITE: //3110// 


RE BUFFALO TELETYPE TO BUREAU, DATED APRIL 28, 1989 (175C- 
136), AND DENVER TELETYPE TO BUREAU AND BUFFALO, DATED APRIL 29, 


CHANGED j 


DEATH THREATS AGAINST 


PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH - VICTIM; FBI SPECIAL AGENT 


ee VICTIM; USSS SPECIAL AGENT 
[- —- ———_ if VICTIM; APRIL 27, 1989; AFO; 


00: BUFFALO. 
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TITLE MARKED sey ain REFLECT CURRENT SCOPE OF BUFFALO'S 
INVESTIGATION AND VICTIM?S INVOLVED. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU AND DENVER, THE BUFFALO 


OINTAINCARCERATED AT 
SUBJECT HAS WRITTEN SEVERAL LETTERS IN WHICH ‘HEAEXPRESSED 
iS INTENTION TO KILL THE PRESIDENT, AND VERBALLY REAFFIRMED THAT 
INTENTION WHEN INTERVIEWED af —~—SSCéid 
(CAPTIONED FEDERAL AGENTS ON APRIL 24, 1989, SINCE THAT 
INTERVIEW, SUBJECT HAS WRITTEN ANOTHER LETTER, POSTDATED APRIL 
27, 1989, IN WHICH HE AGAIN STATED HIS INTENTION TO KILL 
PRESIDENT BUSH AND HIS FAMILY, AND THEN ALSO STATED IN REFERENCE 
ITO THE FEDERAL AGENTS THAT INTERVIEWED HIM ON APRIL 24 , 1989, 
THAT "IF THERE'S EVER ANOTHER rape en WONT'S BE SO 
LUCKY BECAUSE I'LL KILL USE IN A weap char.” 

THE UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE, BUFFALO DIVISION, IS 
CURRENTLY SEEKING TO PROSECUTE SUBJECT BASED ON HIS THREATS 
AGAINST THE PRESIDENT. THE BUFFALO DIVISION FBI ALSO CONTACTED 
THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S OFFICE ON MAY 5 + 1989, CONCERNING 
THE THREAT AGAINST THE FEDERAL OFFICERS AT WHICH TIME ASSISTANT 


igs STATES ATTORNEY[__—==—=—=«ADVISED THAT HE WOULD - 
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WILLIAM H, REHNQUIST 1 FIRST STREET, NE, WASHINGTON, D.C, 20543" 


be 


AND BEARS A RETURN ADDRESS OF bic 


[___—~—~—~S=SC&@wSOISED THAT THE ORIGINAL THREAT LETTER AND 


ENVELOPE WERE TURNED OVER TO THE U.S, SECRET SERVICE IN VIEW OF 


THE THREAT MADE AGAINST PRESIDENT BUSH, 

THE LETTER STATES IN PART: 

"THE DAY IS GONNA COME WHEN I WILL PASS THE JUDGMENT OF 
DEATH UPON YOU, FOR I AM SURELY GOING TO KILL YOU ..,. THE 
WARNING SIGNALS FOR YOU WILL BE WHEN I KILL FRESIDENT BUSH AND 


MANY FEDERAL AGENTS," 


SERVICE, AND sal «dS SECRET SERVICE, WASHINGTON, 


D,C,, WERE ADVISED OF THE THREAT ON MAY 10, 1989, 
FACSIMILE OF THREAT LETTER FOLLOWS TO BUFFALO, 
LEABS, 
BUFFALO AT ALDEN, NEW YORK, 
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2 E P 4 T ' 
) SECURE PHOTOGRAPH or[_ano FORWARD TO WMFO ay 


3) InTeRvIEW[ REGARDING THE LETTER H& WROTE TO CHIEF 
JUSTICE REHNQUIST, 

4) PRESENT TO AUSA FOR PROSECUTIVE OPINION, 
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STATES SUPREME COURT WILLIAM HK. REHNQUIST ~ VICTIM; 
FBI SPECIAL AGE! VICTIM;. USSS _ 
SPECIAL — —— AFO ~ CCSCAKA? 
00: BUFFALO. \. 

RE WMFO FACSIMILE TO BUFFALO, DATED MAY lo, 1989. 


EF BU ~ a B605— =a 


__Tndarod, 


p 
Deers[ ] - Qe ond vo 


be | 
pyc 


b6 
b7C 


he 


bh 


FBI 


~ TRANSMIT VIA: @ PRECEDENCE: cussinon: 
C Teletype : C immediate D TOP SECRET 
D Facsimile DD Priority CD SECRET 
o D Routine 0 CONFIDENTIAL 
: CD UNCLAS EF TO 
O UNCLAS 


: Date 


TITLE MARKED "CHANGED" TO REFLECT ADDITION OF CHIEF JUSTICE 
REHNQUIST AS VICTIM. 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF WMFO AND THE BUREAU THE BUFFALO 
DIVISION FBI AND BUFFALO DIVISION USSS ARE CURRENTLY CONDUCTING A 
JOINT INVESTIGATION ON CAPTIONED SUBJECT WHO IS CURRENTLY. 

SUBJECT HAS WRITTEN SEVERAL LETTERS IN WHICH HE HAS 
EXPRESSED HIS INTENTION TO KILL THE PRESIDENT, AND VERBALLY 
REAFFIRMED THAT INTENTION WHEN INTERVIEWED 7 | 

[__] By CAPTIONED FEDERAL AGENTS ON APRIL 24, 1989. SINCE 
THAT INTERVIEW SUBJECT HAS WRITTEN ADDITONAL LETTERS THREATENING 
THE PRESIDENT, CAPTIONED FEDERAL AGENTS, AND MOST RECENTLY, BY 
LETTER DATED MAY 1, 1989, THE CHEIF JUSTICE OF THE UNITED ‘STATES 
SUPREME COURT WILLIAM H. REHNQUIST. 

AS STATED ABOVE, CAPTIONED SUBJECT IS CURRENTLY INCARCERATED 
AND POSSESSES NO IMMEDIATE THREAT TO THE VICTIMS OF THE THREATS. 


SUBJECT'S EARLIES! POSSIBLE RELEASE DATE [aa 
[_____] THE Usss AND FBI DIVISION IN BUFFALO ARE 


CURRENTLY SEEKING TO PROSECUTE SUBJECT BASED UPON THESE THREAT TO 


ADD FEDERAL TIME ON HIS SENTENCE. 
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LEAD: BUFFALO; AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK: 
BUFFALO DIVISION WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO PROSECUTE SUBJECT. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transeription_ 6/5/89 


be 


also known as (aka) ae 


, a 
where he is ¢ rs 

Was advised OF the identity of the Agents and the nature : 

and purpose of the interview. Co ythen provided the 


following information: 


When agent[ _]askef iit he was familiar BS 
S5an iceaeal 


with a letter which isten up Motherfucker” BIC 

replied that he knew which letter the Agent_was referring 

to and he_stated, "what about it." Agent hen 

advised that it was against the law £0 write letters ; 
ming the President of the United States_to which 

ee yrepties "thats his problem not mine." Co Jthen 

stated, "I'm going_to get out some time_and I'm going to 

kill him." Agent 

Rights after_which 

President. 

interview whic. 


: 
1 


hen advisea[_ or Miranda 
repeated his threats against the 
hen got up and walked out of the 

only lasted 2-3 minutes. 


sue» BUEfalo 89F-23555-9 


Investigatiog 


SAs bé 


4/28/89 Bye 


Date dictated, 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
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3 | SUBJECT: — 
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6 DEATH THREATS AGAINST PRESIDENT 
GEORGE W. BUSH - VICTIM; 
7 CHIEF JUSTICE, U. S$. SUPREME COURT, 
WILLIAM H. REHNQUIST - VICTIM; 
8 FBI-SA| VICTIM; 
USSS-S. VICTIM; 
9 AFO - 


00: BUFFALO 


li |as above. 


2 Since no further matters are pending at this Division, 
on captioned case, Denver Division considers this matter RUC. 


wy [2 - Bureau 
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VICTIM: U\S, SUPREME COURT: SO;BUFFALO, “ BIC 


RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL SAC'S DATED 10/28/88, 
WMEO TELETYPE TO THE DIRECTOR AND BUFFALO DATED 5/11/85, 
THE U.S, SUPREME COURT POLICE, WASHINGTON, D.C, HAVE 


REQUESTED THE RESULTS OF THE FRI INVESTIGATION IN CAPTIONED i 


MATTER SO. THAT THEY CAN MAKE A TBREAT ASSESSMENT, PURSUANT TO 


' 


REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE, RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION MUST BE 
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(a, 10-10-00) 
In the Wistrict Court of the Anited States 
For the Western District of New York 
MARCH 1989 SESSION 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA {Impanelled 3/6/89) perm 
s¥Se No. 
Title 18, United 
JAMES FISHER tates Code, 
ections 115, 871 
and 879 
COUNT I 


The Grand Jury Charges: 

That on or about the {6th day of April, 1989, in the Western 
District of New York, the defendant, JAMES FISHER, knowingly and 
willfully threatened to kill a former President and members of his 
‘family in that he deposited in the United States mails a letter 
addressed to the “Consumer Information Center-K, P.O. Box 100, 
Pueblo, Colorado" containing threats to take the life of former 
President, Ronald Reagan, and members of his immediate family, 
such letter stating in pertinent parts. 

“Here's a little information for use (sic) to 
pass on to the President. If he does not 
raise the minimum wage. I will kill former 


President Reagan, his wife Nancy, and their 
easy (sic) accessible son." 


All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 


879, 


&9 FE BF 25 


COUNT iI 


On or about the 16th day of April, 1989, in the Western 
District of New York the defendant, JAMES FISHER, knowingly and 
willfully threatened to kill a former President and members of his 
immediate family in that he deposited in the United States mails a 
letter addressed to “Occupant DOJ Washington, D.C." containing 
threats to take the life of former President of the United States, 
Ronald Reagan, and members of his immediate family such letter 
stating in pertinent part: 

"Within the next 30 days, me and my associates 
will poison former President Reagan, his wife, 


and easy (sic) accessible son." 


All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 


"879, 


COUNT IIT 


On the 16th day of April, 1989, in the Western ‘District of 
New York, the defendant, JAMES FISHER, knowingly and willfully 
deposited in the United States mails a letter addressed to 
"Occupant, DOJ, Washington, D.C." containing threats to take the 


life of the President of the United States, George Bush, which 


letter states in pertinent part: 


"One thing is for sure. Your sisters the 
Secret Service can protect President Bush from 
gunfire and bombs, but not from chemical ang 
germ warfare! Which I and my associates will 
reap upon President Bush and his family 
members if they don't follow my demands... We 
will kill President Bush and his family if my 
demands are not met." 


All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 


871. 
COUNT IV 


On or about the 16th day of April, 1989, in the Western 
District of New York, the defendant, JAMES FISHER, knowingly and 
willfully threatened to kill a former President and Members of his 
immediate family in that he deposited in the United States mails a 
letter addressed to "The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
N.W., Washington, D.c." containing threats to kill former 
President of the United States, Ronald Reagan, which letter states 
in pertinent part: 

"I will show you how powerful me and my 
associates are. We will poison former 
President "asshole" Reagan, his wife, and easy 


(sic) accessible son, within the next 30 
days." 


All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 


879, 


COUNT V ” 


On or about April 27, 1989, in the Western District of New 
York, the defendant, JAMES FISHER, knowingly and wilifully 
deposited in the United States mails a letter addressed to 
"President Bush, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.c.” 
containing threats to take the life of the President of the United - 
States, George Bush, which letter states in pertinent part: © 

"Listen up. Your agents came and they got a 
surprise. I didn't beg for forgiveness. I 


told them right to their face that I'm gonna 
kill you and your family." 


All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 


871. 
count vi 


On or about the 27th day of April, 1989, in the Western 
District of New York, defendant JAMES FISHER, knowingly and : 
willfully threatened to kill or inflict bodily habi-apon members 
of the immediate family of the President in that he deposited in 
the United States mails a letter addressed to "President Bush, 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C." containing 
threats to take the life of or inflict bodily harm upon members of 
the immediate family of the President, which letter states in 


pertinent -part: ‘ 


"I'm suffering now and have suffered for 
years, but you will soon suffer also. I'd 
kill Neil but he's a retart {sic) so there 
would be no loss. Instead, I'll kill Dorothy 
and watch you suffer like when Robin died. 


I also want to see Barbara suffer again like 
when her mother died with a bang. Ha! Hal®™ 


All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 


879, 


COUNT VII 


On or about the 27th day of April, 1989, in the Western | 
District of New York, the defendant, JAMES FISHER, knowingly and 
willfully deposited in the United States mails a letter addressed 
to “Occupant, DOJ, Washington, D.C.", containing threats to take 


the life of the President of the United States, George Bush, which 


letter states in pertinent part: 


"Z told use (sic) right to your face that I'm 
gonna kill President Bush and his family... 


I want to see George and Barbara suffer again 


like when their Robin died or Barbara's slut 
mother who died with a bang. Ha! Ha!" 


All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 


871. 


couNT vIIE 


On or about the 27th day of April, 1989, in the Western 
District of New York, the defendant, JAMES FISHER, iknow! ugly and 
willfully threatened to kill members of the immediate family of 
the President in that he deposited in the United States mails a 
letter addressed to "Occupant, DOJ, Washington, D.C.", containing 
threats to take the life of members of the immediate family of the 
President, which letter states in pertinent part: 

"Maybe I'll start the poisoning with Dorothy. 
They've already got an illiterate, Neil, so 


there would be no loss there. Be patient 
until its time to pick up the bodies.” 


All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 


879. 


COUNT IX 


On or about the 1st day of May, 1989, in the Western District 
of New York, the defendant, JAMES FISHER, threatened to murder a 
U.S. Judge with intent to retaliate against such Judge on account 
of the performance of his official duties in that he deposited in 
the United States mails a letter addressed to "U.S. Supreme Court 
Building, Attn: William H. Rehnquist, One First Street, N.E., 


Washington, D.C." which letter states in pertinent part: 


All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 


115. 


"I think you had better listen to me. You and 
your colleagues have passed judgement long 
enough. You have forgotten the Law.of Karma. 
That being, “What Goes Around, Comes Around 
Threefold". The day is gonna come when I will 
pass the judgement of death upon you. For I 
am surely going to kill you. Before I do kill 
you, you will suffer great emotional pain. 

The same pain that many family members felt 
when you sentenced their innocent family 
members." 
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United States Attorney 
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ya | BUFFALO, 
13 RE WMFO TELETYPE TO BUFFALO, DATED NOV. 15, 1989. 
FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, ON SEPT. 25, 1989, THE 


GRAND JURY FOR THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, WESTERN DISTRICT 


be 
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Cate 


OF NEW YORK, RETURNED A NINE COUNT INDICTMENT AGAINST SUBJECT FOR 
VIOLATIONS OF TITLE 18, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 115, 871 AND 
879. ON OCT. 6, 1989, SUBJECT APPEARED BEFORE U.S. DISTRICT 
COURT guna CORTIN AND MADE A MOTION FOR A COMPETENCY EXAMINATION 
TO DETERMINE IF SUBJECT WAS COMPETENT TO STAND TRIAL. aT A 
HEARING HELD OCT. 27, 1989, THE REPORT OF THE PSYCHIATRIST WAS 
REVIEWED AND SUBJECT WAS FOUND COMPETENT TO STAND TRIAL. 

ON NOV, 16, 1989, aUsal——S~=*d| NTE STATES 
ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, BUFFALO, NEW YORK, WAS CONTACTED AND HE 
ADVISED THAT SUBJECT HAS A SCHEDULED TRIAL DATE OF JAN. 6, 1990 
ON WHICH DAY JURY SELECTION WILL BEGIN. ausa[__ |DID ADVISE, 
HOWEVER, THAT HE HAS HAD WORD FROM SUBJECT'S COUNSEL THAT 
INDICATES SUBJECT MAY HAVE HAD A CHANGE OF HEART, AND MAY PLEAD 
TO THE HIGHEST COUNT OF THE INDICTMENT. adsa[ | FURTHER 
ADVISED THAT IF CONVICTED, SUBJECT FACES 24-30 MONTHS UNDER THE 
CURRENT SENTENCING GUIDELINES. THIS TERM OF INCARCERATION COULD 
BEGIN NO SOONER max[__stzcn IS SUBJECT'S EARLIEST 
POSSIBLE RELEASE DATE FROM STATE INCARCERATION. 

AT PRESENT, SUBJECT REMAINS IN FEDERAL CUSTODY UNTIL THE 


CONCLUSION OF THIS LITIGATION. BUFFALO WILL ADVISE OF THE 


DETAILS AT THE CONCLUSION. OF THIS LITIGATION. 
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Remarks: (For every subject reported in Sections A, B ot F above, provide name, DOB, race", sex, end POB and SSAN Hf avaliable.) 


Captioned Subject was indicted by the Federal Grand Jury in the 
United States District Court for the Western District of New York 
in a nine(9) count indictment returned on September 25, 1989. 
Subject was indicted under Title 18, United St 
115, 


871, 


and 879. 


Searched .. 
Seriali 


es Code, 


FB parr 


bE 
b7c 


Sections 


cel 


eto. 
Property Type Codes* Potential Economic toss Prevented (PELP) Type Codes" 
Code Code 
No Description No Description 
1. Cash (U.S. and foreign currency) , 22 © Caunterfeit Stocks, Bonds, Currency or Negotiable Inatrumenta 
2 Stock, Bonds or Negotiable Instruments (checks, travelers checka, 23 Counterfeit or Pirated Sound Recordings or Motion Piatures 
money orders, certificates of deposit, etc) 24 Bank Theft Scheme Aborted 
3 General Retal) Merchandise (clothing, food, liquor, cigarettes, TVs, etc) | 25 Ransom, Extortion or Bribe Demand Aborted 
4 Vehicles (autos, trucks, tractora, trailers, campers, motorcycles, etc) 268 = Theft from, or Fraud Against, Government Scheme Aborted 
§ Heavy Machinery. & Equipment (heavy equipment, computers, tc) 27 © Commercial or Industrial Theft Scheme Aborted 
6 Bulk Materials (grain, fuel, raw materials, metals, wire, ate) 30 Ail Other Potential Economic Loss Prevented {not falling In any 
7 Jewelry (inctuding unset precious and semiprecious stonea) category above) 
8 — Precious Metals (gold, silver, silverware, platinum, etc) 
@ — Axt, Antiques or Rare Collections 
141 Weapons or Explosives 
20 ~All Other Recoveries (not falling In any category above) 


*Except for cash, the Remarks section must contain an explanation of the computation of the recovery value or loss prevented. An explanation airtel must 
accompany this report if the recovery Is $1 millon or more, of If the PELP Is $5 miilion or more. 


Subject Description Codes” 
- Enter Description Code Only When Reporting « Conviction - 


Organized Crime Subjects (Include Family Name Or Group} Union Members: 
1A Bose, Underboss or Consiglere 5A International or National Officer 
1B Capodecina or Soldier 5B Local Officer 
1 Possible LCN Member or Associate SC Unlon Employee 
1D OG Subject Other Than LCN . 
1 Not a Member or Associate of LCN Family or OC Organization Government Officials Or Employees: 
Known Criminals (Other Than OC Members): Federal State Locat 
2A Top Ten or |.0. Fugitive 8A Presidential Appointee 6J Governor @R Mayor 
2B Top Thiet 6B U.S. Senator 6K Lt, Governor 7 
« 2G Top Con Man 6C U.S. Representative 6L Legislator 8S Legislator * 
Foralgn Nationals: 6D Judge 8M Judge. 8T Judge . : 
3A Legal Allen 8E Prosecutor @N Prosecutor 8U Prosecutor . 
38 Illegal Alien 6F Law Enforcement Officer 6P Law Enforcement Officer 8V Law Enforcement Officer 
3C Foreign Official Without Diptomatic Immunity 6G Fed Empt- GS 13 & above 6Q All Othera- State GW All Others - Local 
30 U.N. Employee Without Diplomatic Immunity 8H Fed Empl - GS 12 & below 
3E Foreign Students Bank Officera or Employees: 
SF All Others 7A Bank Officer 
Terrorlete: 7B Sank Employee 
4A Known Member of a Terrorist Organization All Others: 
4B Possible Terrorlat Member or Sympathizer 8A All Other Subjects (not fitting above categories) 


*If @ subject can be classified In more than one of the categories, select the most appropriate in the circumstance. 


Instructions 

Subject Priorities for FB! Arrest or Locatee: 

A- Subject wented for crimes of violence {|.¢. murder, manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery and aggravated assault) or convicted of auch crimes in the past five 
years, 

B - Subjects wented for crimes Involving the lose or deatructian of property valued in excess of $28,000 or convicted of such crimes In the past five years, 
G- All others 

Clalming Non-Federal Arreste, Summonses, Recoverise or Convictions: 
It la parmlasible to clalm a local arrest, summons, recovery or conviction If the FAl significantly contributed to the accompilehment. A auccinct narrative 
setting forth the basla for the clalm must accompany this report. When claiming a locat recovery, enter the word "LOCAL" to the right of the amount. Enter 
"LF" In the “In-Jall" Slock for all life sentences and “CP” for capital punishment sentences, 

Reporting Convictions; 
Convictions should not be reported unt the sentence hes been issued. There are two exceptions to thie rule. The conviction Information can be submitted 
by iteelt 
1. The subject becomes a fugitive after conviction but prior to sentencing. 
2. The subject dies after conviction but prior to sentancing. 
An explanation fe required in the Remarke section for elther of the above exceptions. 

Rule 20 Situations: 
The fleld office that obtained the preceas {normally the office of origin) ls the office that should stalm the conviction, not the office where the subject enters the 
piea In cases involving Rule 20 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedures. 

investigative Assistance or Techniques (IA/Ta) Used: 
-Since more than one IA/T could have contributed to the accompllahment, each IA/T used must be rated. . 
-The JAT used must be rated each time an accomplishment ie claimed. {For example - If Informant Information was the basis for a complaint, an arreat, a 
recovery and a conviction end if separate FO-515e are submitted for each of the aforementioned accomplishments, the “Informant Information" block must be 
rated on each FD-616 even If It wea the same information that contributed to all the accomplishments.) 


Race Codes; 
C~=Chinese; |= Indlan/American; sa sepaneee Goce Om Alt other; Use Unknown; Wm White @ 


0,8. GOVERNMENT PRINSING OFFICE: 1986-491-s10.4 3 A 


- 


Memorandum @ @ 


Too: SAC ¢f89F-BF-23555) IP) Date 12/5/89 


sujet: [_____ aka; 
DEATH THREATS AGAINST 
PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH - VICTIM; 


ET AL; 
AFO - CCSCAKA; 
oo: BF 


For informational purposes, writer would like 
to clarify the investigative efforts conducted in this 
case. At the outset of this investigation it was 
apparent that the United States Secret Service would 
conduct a full background investigation on the subject 
since the threats involved in this case were directly 
aimed _at the President of the United States. Special 
Agent of the United States Secret Service, 
Buffalo Office, was the_case agent for this investigation 
by the Secret Service. fo lecdduceea numerous 
interviews of relatives and associates of subject and 
also contacted local police departments for records and 
handwriting exemplars to be used in the prosecution of 
subject. During this period of time writer maintained 
informal contacts with the Secret Service and was advised on 
numerous occasions that investigation by the FBI would be 
unnecessary and only duplicative of the efforts of the Secret 
Service. 


On 10/6/89, writer accompanied SsA[____]to the 
United States District Court for the Western District of 
New York at which time subject made a motion before the 
Honorable Judge JOHN CURTIN for a competency examination 
to stand trial. This motion was granted by Judge CURTIN and 
adjourned until such time as the report of the psychiatrists 
findings on subject be made available to the court. 


On 11/16/89, i mntacted Assistant United 
States Attorney (AUSA) who advised that the 
psychiatrists report on subject'’s competency was made 


available to the court on 10/27/89 and subject was found 
competent to stand trial. AUSA| laiso advised that 


PBI — BUFFAL 


bE 
b7c 


bé 
b7Cc 


be 
bIC 


BF 89F-BF-23555 


Writer will notify the Bureau of the disposition 
of this litigation at its conclusion. 
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FB 
TRANSMIT VIA: ® PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 
Teletype (2 immediate Cl TOP SECRET 
Cl Facsimite Cl Priority O SECRET 
ra Routine (O CONFIDENTIAL 
1 UNCLASEFTO- 
E-UNCLAS 2 


Oate 


Pee S 
FM FBI BURERLO: (G2 BE 2s ot ie) 


(TO DIRECTOR FBI (C-4) /ROUTINE/ 


FBI WMFO (89F-BF-23555) (C-4)/ROUTINE/ 


CITE: //3110// 

PASS: VIOLENT CRIMES UNIT - CID. 

supyect: [| —Ss—S~S=*«dAXKA; DEATH! THREATS AGAINST PRESIDENT 
GEORGE W. BUSH - VICTIM; CHIEF JUSTICE, U.S. SUPREME COURT, 


WILLIAM REHNQUIST - VICTIM; FBr-sal sd VICT IM; 
sss- sal ———=sd> VECT My AFO - CCSCAKA? 00: BUFFALO. 


RE WMFO TEL TO BUFFALO DATED FEB. 9, 1990, AND BUFFALO TEL 
’ 

TO DIRECTOR/WMFO DATED NOV. 17, 1989. 

FOR THE INFO OF THE BUREAU, CAPTIONED SUBJECT REMAINS 


99 BF acrl ~ 


ST Balt 


Serialize 


Fs 


bic 
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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 

( Teletype O immediate Go Top secret 

Cl Facsimile Ol Priority C1 SECRET 

g © Routine 4 CONFIDENTIAL . 
Ol UNCLASEFTO: - 
O UNCLAS 


Oste 


prearcerazep iv map] Peworne gem bre 


RESOLUTION OF ABOVE CAPTIONED CASE. AT THIS TIME, SUBJECT'S'S 


LITIGATION IN THIS MATTER IS STILL IN THE PRE-TRIAL STAGE, AND ON 


FEB. 14, 1990, SUBJECT MADE A MOTION ‘TO SUPPRESS CERTAIN 
STATEMENTS MADE TO CAPTIONED AGENTS WHEN THEY INITIALLY CONTACTED 
IM af Ss=«dN APRIL 24, 1989. THE 
OUTCOME OF THAT MOTION IS STILL PENDING. 

SUBJECT WILL REMAIN IN FEDERAL CUSTODY UNTIL THE CONCTUSION 
F THIS LITIGATION. BUFFALO WILL ADVISE OF THE DETAILS AT THE 
ONCLUSION OF THIS LITIGATION. 
c 


Eb‘se (Rev. 11-17-88) @ ; : 
FBI : 
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ITBANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 


Teletype Immediate TOP SECRET 
Facsimile Priority SECRET 
Routine CONFIDENTIAL 
UNCLAS E F TO 
UNCLAS 


Date 


1 FM FBI BUFFALO (89F-BF-23555) (C) 
2 | TO DIRECTOR FBI/ROUTINE/ 

FBI WMFO (89F-BF-23555) /ROUTINE/ 
Br 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3110// 

PASS: VIOLENT CRIMES UNIT - CID, 


8 b6 
SUBJECT: [ daa; DEATH THREATS AGAINST PRESIDENT bIc 


GEORGE W. BUSH - VICTIM; CHIEF JUSTICE, U.S. SUPREME COURT, 


10) WILLIAM H. REHNQUIST - VICTIM; ri-sf sd 
4] yrermm; usss-saf VICTIM; AFO - CCSCAKA; 00: 


12 BUFFALO. 


13 RE BUFFALO TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, WMFO DATED FEBRUARY 20, | 
14| 1990. : | 
dé FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, ON APRIL 10, 1990 

be 
16) bIC 
17 


20 Searched _____~Sorlalis 


nN 
n 


Indexed___.__ Mle 


17 Y 7 
Approved: Transmitted 062/ 142aB Per 
(Numbe: (Time) 


45 40085G.IT 


FBIDOS 


“ED-36 (Rev. 11-17-88) : 
“a . e FBI : @ 
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 
Teletype Immediate TOP SECRET 
Facsimile Priority SECRET 
Routine CONFIDENTIAL 
UNCLAS E F T O 
UNCLAS 
Date 
io 


CAPTIONED SUBJECT PLEAD GUILTY TO COUNT III OF THE INDICTMENT 
PREVIOUSLY ISSUED AGAINST HIM BY THE GRAND JURY FOR THE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT COURT, WESTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK (WDNY) ON 
SEPTEMBER 25, 1989, THAT COUNT ALLEGED THAT ON APRIL 16, 1989, 
IN THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK SUBJECT KNOWINGLY AND 
WILLFULLY DEPOSITED IN THE UNITED STATES MAILS A LETTER ADDRESSED 
TO "OCCUPANT, DOJ, WASHINGTON, D.C.'* CONTAINING THREATS TO TAKE 
THE LIFE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, GEORGE BUSH IN 
VIOLATION OF TITLE 18 UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 871. 
REMAINING EIGHT COUNTS OF THE INDICTMENTAISSUED ON SEPTEMBER 25 7 
1989, WERE DISMISSED AS PART OF THE PLEADING AGREEMENT. 

ON JUNE 26, 1990 SUBJECT APPEARED FOR SENTENCING BEFORE 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT JUDGE JOHN T. CURTIN IN THE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT COURT, WDNY. AT THAT TIME JUDGE CURTIN SENTENCED 
SUBJECT TO 24 MONTHS FEDERAL CONFINEMENT TO RUN CONSECUTIVELY 
WITH SUBJECT'S pes STATE SENTENCE. ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS oF 
THE SENTENCE INCLUDED SUPERVISED RELEASE FOR THREE YEARS 
FOLLOWING CONFINEMENT INCLUDING URINALYSIS REQUIREMENTS FOR DRUG 
USE DETECTION AND THE ADDITIONAL CONDITION THAT SUBJECT 
PARTICIPATES IN A MENTAL HEALTH/COUNSELING PROGRAM, 


a 


than corcettaock hrensS oe, le Chon. captiaved tetrms, poo 


Wede Mls... 


Approved: Transmitted Per 


(Number} {Time} 
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21 


TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 


Teletype Immediate 0 TOP SECRET 
Facsimile Priority 1 SECRET 
Routine [] CONFIDENTIAL 
. UNCLAS E F T O 
O UNCLAS 


= B e Date 


SUBJECT WILL Now Re RETURNED TOTHED id 
(20 compisre THE REMAINDER OF HIS 


STATE SENTENCE. SUBJECT'S EARLIEST PAROLE ELIGIBILITY FROM THE 


stare is[_—=—=—~S~S~S*«wTTH A CONDITIONAD RELEASE DATE oF[ | 
[AND A MAXIMUM INCARCERATION, BY THE STATE, DATE ort | 
LCL. ] A FEDERAL DETAINER WILL NOW BE PLACED ON SUBJECT aT 
mel s«SASD PRIOR TO HIS RELEASE BY THE 
STATE, AT ANY OF THE INDICATED DATES, ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE MADE 

TO TRANSFER HIM DIRECTLY TO FEDERAL CUSTODY. 

AS SUBJECT IS CURRENTLY INCARCERATED, AND WILL REMAIN skit 
INCARCERATSSH, ACCORDING TO THE ABOVE SCHEDULE, IT IS BELIEVED 
THAT HE POSSES NO IMMEDIATE THREAT TO THE VICTIMS OF THE THREATS. 

AS NO OTHER INVESTIGATION AT BUFFALO REMAINS, THIS MATTER IS 
BEING CLOSED. 


Br 


mW 


Approved: Transmitted Per 


{Number} {Time) 


FBVDOS 


b7C 


é 
FD-515 (Rev.9-20-89) 
Accomplishment Report 


(Etective 10711789) 
(Submit within 30 days from date of accomplishment) 


ww 


Seas See 
89F-BF-23555 


TO: Director, FBI 
Bureau File Number vae__6/29/90 __ 
BOP-BE-2555 Tnvantigative Asaletance or Technique Used 
FROM: sac, BUFFALO Were ny of the investigative aspistance or techniques listed below used In connection with accomplish. 
SUBJECT: Pra Hleld Office File Number it bolnp claimed? 4+)-No L] yes - if Yes, rate each used as follows: 
6 1 = Used, but cid not help 3 = Helped, substantially 
AKA; 2. Holped, out only minimally 4 = Absoluoly ensensel b6 
‘Squad or RA Number Reag Tach ~~ Halng | 8. Eng. Sect. fang] 15. Photographic Rabng] 22. Telephone __Flating| 
DEATH THREATS AGAINST ‘Agastance Tape Exams Coverage Toll Recs bic 
PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUS @, Aireratt 9, Hypnosis ¥6, Polygraph 23, JOO 
7E 
VICTIM — Assstance Agsistance Asolstanco Group | 
- ; [Agents Soca Socurty RO] 
; —— ~ Computer 70. Ident OW 77. Search Warrants {24, UCO 
ET AL; eae Ea sehs Ea 
Goneonsval Ti, Informent TB. Show Money 35. uc 
AFO-CCSCAKA Morttoring Information Usage Other 
‘ ELSUR- Tz. (ab Biv 78: Survei, Sad. 8. NGAVOT 
00: BF TD xiveue mance FSC Exans ($06) Asst VRCAP. 
comuption ofa pubic —_[6. ELSUA- 73. Leb Div 20, SWAT Team 27, Visual invest - 
offoi (Federal, State or |__Tide It Field Support Action Analysis WIA} 
Local), 7. Eng, Sect. 14. Fen 21, Tech. Agt. oF 
Fie Support Ragisters Tech Equip 
[A Preiiminary Judicial Procese Complaints | infonnavons | indictments [D, Recoveries, Aaattutions, or Potential Economie Lose Prevented (PELP) (Explain valuation tn remarks) 
(Number of subjecte) Fropeny ar 
ae Rocoveries Rostitutions ip, Potent Economie 
jo" ado" 29 Praventod 
E Arrests, Locates, Summonees or Subpoenas Served (No. of Sub]) = = — 
Subject Prariy™ & § s 
a e S| subpoones $ s s 
FB) Acrosts + as 
3 $ $ 
FBI Locates - Griminat 
Summons $ $ s 
Local Arrests + 
FBI Sub}. Resisted Armed Seinen: 3 : Hd 
6. FelgasegtHostagesarGhldvenLecsied:(NumberetHastagesorCnidren |e GiviiMattors Government Defendant Goveenment Plactiff 
RICO - Givi cwitsuits |S $ 
Hostages Held By Tenorists ; All Other Hoslage Situations Convictions | Amount of Suit 
Missing o7 Kidnaped Children Located ——— | Setlemant or awara]® Ny 
Wo. of Subi, Enler AFA Payment Hore 


F. Selzures/Forteitures 


G, AdministrativeSanctions 


‘Attach additional forms if reporting final judicial process on more than two subjects, and submit a fina} diposition form (A-84} for each subject. 


Brenan Forteitures ‘Subject t ‘Subject Oascription Code™ 
¥ 7 
cedex Selzutes Sudicial Administrative: Time Frame 
Suspension Years Months 
DD Debarment O Permanent 
Subject 2 ‘Subject Description Cade’ - 
Time Frame 
TD Suspension Years Wonths 
1 Debarment O Permanent 


Flemarks: (For every subject reported In Sections A, 8, E, G, or H above, provide name, DOB, race", sex, and If available POB and SSAN. 


san 


District Court Western District of New Yorkto 
On 6/26/90 subject appeare 3 
who sentenced subject to 


searshod____._‘Serdalize: 
TIndexed__ File 


Title 18 USC 871. 
Jud 


td - OSM) 


race - white; sex - male; pob 
Subject pled guilty in the United States 


On 4/10 


e JOHN T. CURTRYWin_ the USDC-WDNY 


COP BF 


a one count violation 


bIE 


ey 

b6 
BIC 
of 


a before US District Court 


nths 


FBI/DOS 


Property Type Codes* Potentlal Economic Loss Prevented (PELP) Type Codes* 
Code Code 
No Description No Description 
1. Cash (U.S. and foreign currency) 22 Counterfeit Stocks, Bonds, Currency or Negotiable Instruments 
2. Stock, Bonds or Negotiable instruments (checks, travelers checks, 23 Counterfeit or Pirated Sound Recordings or Motion Pictures 
money orders, certificates of deposit, etc) 24 Bank Theft Scheme Aborted 
3, General Retail Merchandise (clothing, foad, liquor, cigarettes, TVs, ef¢) | 25 Ransom, Extortion or Bribe Demand Aborted 
4, Vehicles (autos, trucks, tractors, trailers, campers, motorcycles, etc) 26 Theft from, or Fraud Against, Government Scheme Aborted 
8. Heavy Machinery & Equipment (heavy equipment, computers, etc) 27 Commercial or Industrial Theft Scheme Aborted 
6. Aircral i i ne fs 
7. Jewelry (including unset precious and semiprecious stones) 30 mined ies Economic Loss Prevented (not faling in any 
8. Vessels 
9. Art, Antiques or Rare Collections 
11. Reat Property 
20. All Other Recoveries (not falling in any category above) 


*Except for cash, the Remarks section must contain an explanation of the computation of the recovery vaiue or loss prevented. An explanation airtel must 
accompany this report if the recovery is $1 million or more, or if the PELP is $6 million or more. 


Subject Description Codes" 
- Enter Description Code Only When Reporting a Conviction - 


Organized Crime Subjects (Include Family Name Or Group): Union Members: 
1A Boss, Underboss or Consigiere 5A International or National Officer 
1B Capodecina or Soldier 5B Local Officer 
1€ Possible LCN Member or Associate SC Union Employee 
4D OC Subject Other Than LCN Government Officials Or Employses: 
1€ Not a Member or Associate of LCN Family or OC Organization Federal State Locat 
Known Criminals (Other Than OC Members): GA Presidential Appointee 6J Governor 6R Mayor 
2A Top Ten or ILO. Fugitive 6B U.S. Senator 6K Lt, Governor 
28 Top Thief 6C U.S. Representative 6L Legisiator 68 Legislator 
2C Top Con Man 6D Judge 6M Judge 6T Judge 
Foreign Nationals: SE Prosecutor 8N Prosecutor 6U Prosecutor 
3A Legal Alien SF Law Enforcement Officer  6P Law Enforcement Officer 6V Law Enforcement Officer 
3B filegal Atien 6G Fed Emp!- GS 13 & above 6Q All Others - State 6W All Others - Local 
3C Foreign Official Without Diplomatic kmmunity 6H Fed Empl - GS 12 & below 
2D U.N. Employee Without Diplomatic Immunity Bank Officers or Employees: 
3E Foreign Students 7A Bank Officer 
SF All Others 7B Bank Employee 
Terrorists: All Others: 
4A Known Member of a Terrorist Organization 8A All Other Subjects {not fitting above categories) 
48 Possible Terrorist Member or Sympathizer 8B Company / Corporation 


*I€ a subject can be classified in more than one of the categories, select the most appropriate in the circumstance. 


Instructions 

Subject Priorities for FBI Arrest or Locates: 

A- Subject wanted for crimes of violence (i.e, murder, manstaughter, forcible rape, robbery and aggravated assault} or convicted of such crimes in the past five 
years. 

8 - Subjects wanted for crimes involving the toss or destruction of property valued in excess of $25,000 or convicted of such crimes in the past five years. 
C - All others 

Claiming Non-Federal Arrests, Summonses, Recoveries or Convictions: 
{tis permissible to claim a local atrest, summons, recovery or conviction If the FBI signifleantly contributed to the accomplishment. A succinct narrative 
setting forth the basis for the claim must accompany this report, When claiming a local recovery, enter the word “LOCAL” to the right of the amount. Enter 
“LE” in the “in-Jail” block for ail life sentences and “CP” for capital punishment sentences. 

Reporting Convictions: 
Convictions should not be reported until the sentence has been issued. There are two exceptions to this rule. The conviction information can be submitted 
by itself if 
1. The subject becomes a fugitive after conviction but prior to sentencing. 
2. The subject dies after conviction but prior to sentencing. 
An explanation is required in the Remarks section for either of the above exceptions. 

Rule 20 Situations: 
The field offica that obtained the process (normally the office of origin) is the office that should claim the conviction, not the office whera the subject enters the 
plea in cases involving Rule 20 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedures. 

Investigative Assistance or Techniques {IAITs} Used: 
-Since more than one IA/T could have contributed to the accomplishment, each tA/T used must be rated. 
-The tA/T used must be rated each time an accomplishment is claimed. (For example - if informant information was the basis for a complaint, an arrest, a 
recovery and a conviction and if separate FD-515s are submitted for each of the aforementioned accomplishments, the “informant Information” block must be 
rated on each FD-515 even if it was the same information that contributed to all the accomplishments.) 

Race Codes: 
C=Chinese; {= Indian/American; 


= White 


‘eo @ 


‘= Japanese; N= Negro; O=Ail other; U= Unknown; 


at 


BF 89P-BF-23555 


Federal confinement, and supervised release of three 
years following confinement. This sentence to run 
consecutively with a state sentence subject is currently 
serving. 


-2x- 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PAH 1346627-000 


Total Deleted Page(s) = 24 
Page 10 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 12 ~ b6; b7C; 
Page 13 ~ b6; b7C; 
Page 15 ~ b6; b7C; 
Page 16 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 17 ~ b6; b7C; 
Page 18 ~ b6; b7C; 
Page 19 ~ b6; b7C; 
Page 20 ~ b6; b7C; 
Page 21 ~ b6; b7C; 
Page 22 ~ b6; b7C; 
Page 23 ~ b6; b7C; 
Page 24 ~ b6; b7C; 
Page 25 ~ b6; b7C; 
Page 26 ~ b6; b7C; 
Page 27 ~ b6; b7C; 


Page 28 ~ b6; b7C; 
Page 29 ~ b6; b7C; 
Page 30 ~ b6; b7C; 
Page 31 ~ b6; b7C; 


Page 32 ~ b 
Page 33 ~ b6; b7C; 

Page 41 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 43 ~ Duplicate; 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXAXAKAKAAAK 
X Deleted Page(s} Xx 

X No Duplication Fee X 

X ForthisPage  X 
XXXXXXAXKXKXXAXKXAXAXAXK 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOLI/PA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PAH 1346627-000 


Total Deleted Page(s) = 11 
Page 33 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 34 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 35 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 36 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 44 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 46 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 47 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 48 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 49 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 50 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 75 ~ Duplicate; 


XXXXKXMXKKXKXKXKXKXKXKKK 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKAXK 
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Memorandum 


From 


Subject | 


: Assistant Directo: 
Records Managem 


: Assistant Director 
Laboratory Division 


Date March 29, 1983 


EAT AGAINST PRESIDENT REAGAN 
AND NANCY REAGAN 


There is enclosed the file which has been maintained 
in the Labofgtory in connection with the above-captioned matter. 
It is desiged that this file be maintained as an enclosure to the 
main file in the Records Services Section. 


Enc. 1" QSURE 


7 MAR 29 1983 
Co ev 
Bufkle 175-613 


“ENCLISORE IN BULKY ROVal” 


5SAPR 11983 


FBI/D03 


b7C 


wake get AE eM be re, 


| "na? ) & ‘ ‘ 


cain FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
ae UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE LATENT re 
Laboratory Work Sheet BIC 


Tot GAC, Housten (175-115) 


FBIFILENO. 19§-613 


LAB. NO. 10602012 Db UY Be 


bIC 
YOUR NO, 


RRERY AG iY PRES 
AND BANCY REAGAN Examination by: 


Exemination requeated by: Houston 


Reforence: Airtel dated Hay 26, 1981 jo 

rae 2 // FG, ig bé 
Examination requested: Recument = ¥iogerprint bic 
Specimens received: June 1, 1981 


@Q10 Envelope postaarked “SAINT LOUIS, HO 631 PH 12 APR 1961° 
bearing typewritten address “TO: FEI GESTAPO 88 
Special Agent 6015 Federal Building of soDontTzs 
& PAGS Houston, Texas 77992° 


O11 Aacompanying card bearing i vadurittes woras[ Pe 
and typewriting beginning ‘ iow TOO MURDER. .- PIs 


Ql2 Accompanying pleos of news;..per bear hand printed 
words "Last gin Death Ai Neti sceenest = 


eet 2+ St. Loude {175-129} 
ar @. Grin £3. #27) 
a-tyFo (1750 3) VF 
fr Bo fk (sor) re 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 


To: SAC, Houston (175-115) June 12, 1981 
From: Director, FBI FBI FILE NO. 175-613 
LAB. NO. 10602012 D UY bE 
Re: BIC 
THREAT AGAINST PRESIDENT REAGAN 
AND NANCY REAGAN 
oO: St. Louis 
Examination requested by: Houston 
Reference: Airtel dated May 26, 1981 
Examination requested: Document - Fingerprint 
Remarks: 


Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 


N 
t 


St. Louis (175-129) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 

2- St. Louis (62-4827) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 

2 - Washington Field Office (175~311) Enclosures (2) 
(2 Lab report) 

1 - Bufile (175-601) 


pa NOT INCLUDE ADMINISTRATIVE 
| PAGE (S) INFORMATION IN 
: INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 


To: SAC, Houston (175-115) June 12, 1981 


FBI FILE NO, 175-613 


LAB. NO. 10602012 D Uy 
b6 


Rey 
b7c 


© AL AGALYST PREGIDENT REAGAN 
AND NANCY REAGAN 


Specimens received June 1, 198l 


Q10 Envelope postmarked “SAINT LOUIS, MO 631 PM 12 APR 1981" 
bearing typewritten address "TO: FBI GESTAPO $s 
Special Agent 6015 Federal Building of SODOUITES 
& PAGS Houston, Texas 77902" 


Q11 Accompanying card bearing handwritten woras[ on 


and typewriting beginning "HOW TCO MURDER... 


Q12 Accompanying piece of nevepaper bearing hand printed 
words “Dust Sin Death Advortineronts® 


Result of oxaninations 


The questioned typing appearing on specimens 010 and 
Q1l is the same style and size typing as the quostioned typing 
appearing on the previously submitted specimens Qcl, Qe2, Qc4, 
QcG, Qc7, 08, and 09, indicating these ontries may have originated 
from a common type source. A definite determination could not be 
reached because of the lack of type face defects in the material 
available for comparison purposes. 


Handwriting ch, i exe observed which indicate 
the samo writer prepared signature appearing on be: 


Specimon Q1L, as well as on specimens Qc7 and 9, PIS 


Page 1 (over) 
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FBI/D0s 


No watermarks or indented writings were observed which 
would be of vaiue in determining the immediate source of the 
submitted evidence. 


The submitted evidence was photographed and will be 
returned with the results of the requested latent fingerprint 
examination, 
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Laboratory Work Sheet 


To: SAC, Houston (175-115) 


= FBI FILENO. 175-613 


LAB, NO. 10602012 D UY 


Re: y 


THREAT AGAINST PRESIDENT REAGAN 
AND NANCY REAGAN Examination by: 


0O: St. Louis 


Examination requested by: Houston 

Reference: Airtel dated May 26, 1981 
Examination requested: Document - Fingerprint 
Specimens received: June 1, 1981 


b6 
bIC 


bé6 
bic 


Q10 Envelope postmarked "SAINI LOUIS, MO 631 PM 12 APR 1981” 


bearing typewritten address "TO: FBI GESTAPO SS 
Special Agent 6015 Federal Building of SODOMITES 
& FAGS Houston, Texas 77002" 


Q11 Accompanying card bearing handwritten words; ee 
Cc 


and typewriting beginning "HOW TOO MURDER..." 


Ql12 Accompanying piece of newspaper bearing hand printed 
words "Lust Sin Death Advertisements" 
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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: 
Teletype Immediate TOP SECRET { 
Pacsimile Priority CO SECRET | 
ga——_Airtel _ Routine [J] CONFIDENTIAL ! 
(CO UNCLAS EF TO H 
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“O: DIRECTOR. FBI 
(ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY) 


SAC, HOUSTON (175-115) (RUC) 


THREAT AGAINST PRESIDENT REAGAN 40602042 
AND NANCY REAGAN - 
COOTSL 


Re SL tel to Bu, 4/14/81. 


Enclosed for the FBI Laboratory is one plastic envelope 
ontaining an envelope mailed to the Houston FBI which contained 
the attached newspaper advertisement and three by five card 
beginning "How too murder President Eagan...". 


— Enclosed for St. Louis is one Xerox copy of the above 
original enclosure to the Bureau. 


U.S. Secret Service, Houston, Texas advised on May 21, 
1981 of the above captioned matter. 


REQUEST OF FBIHQ 

FBI LABORATORY 

The Document Section is requested to compare enclosed 
letter and its contents with others received pertaining to cap- 
tioned matter. . 


IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 


The Ident fon Division, Latent Fingerprint Section, 

. comieseme STEN FNS 
&- Bureau (Enc. I - 
2 - St. Louis (175-129) (Ene. 1) pe Jux 2 Be: 


i_~ Houston 


Transmitted --. Per ee 
(Nemberd ‘Time? 


b7C 


b6 
bIC 


bE 
b7C 


HO 175~115 


is requested to process enclosed letter and its contents for 


any latents of value 


and compare the results with the: known 
prints of the eubjece | | 


bE 
BIC 


FBI GESTAPO 83 Special Agent 
6015 Federal Building of SOPOMITES & FAGs . 
Houston, Texas 77002 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Recorde - 
5/27, L Work § 
5/2 78 aboratory Work Sheet eee 
Re: File # 

Lab.# 


SAC, Dallas (175-0) 


175 b13 


Examination requested by: 10526117 D UY 


Examina' 


Result o: 


as 


ao 


Date received: 


b6 


ti ay wT, alco, 
Examination by: BTC 
ING THE PRESIDENT 


L | 


00: St. Louis 


Dallas 
Airtel 5/20/81 
Docunent 


5/27/81 


Envelope postmarked "SAINT LOUIS, MO 631 PM 21 APR 1981" 


bearing the typovritten addross "TO: GUSTAPO 8S FRATERNITY of EUEX 


ROSICRUCIAN WIZARD SCIENTISTS Room 200 ~ 1810 Commerce Street 
Of SODOMITES & MULAPTOS Dallas Carty of SODOMITES, MULATTOS & 

ROSICRUCIANS Texas Stato of SODOMITUS, MULATTOS & ROSICRUCIAN 
SHRINERS 75201 Zip Code of HULATTO ‘bastards' of ROSICRUCIANS" 


Accompanying card bearing Bho handvritten words 
and typevriting beginning "HOW TO MURDER ..." 


a ghht 
ae 
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wuts... LABORATORY ....2 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 


SAC, Dallas (175-0) 


To: 


From: Director, FBI FBI FILE NO. 


LAB. NO, 


aka 


ERO ROTI 


Examination requested by: 


Dallas 


Reference: 


Airtel dated May 20, 1981 


Examination requested: 
miaenge ste Docunent 


Remarks: 


Enclosures (4) (2 lab roaport, 98 - 99) 


~ St. Louis (175-129) 

~ St. Louis (62-4827) 

Vashington Field Office (175-311) 
{2 Lab report) 

San Antonio (175-62) 

Richmond (175-31) 


RtlLanta 
Bufile ( 


phere 


ENN NNW 


DE SO ie 
PAGE (S) INFORMATH 
AAVESTIGATIVE REPORT 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


HOT INCLU 


June 2, 19381 


175-613 
10526117 D UY 


Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 
Enclosures (2) (2 hab report) 
Enelosures (2) 


Enolosures (2) (2 Dab report) 
Enelesures (2) (2 Lab report) 
{3.75703 | Dnelosures (2) (2 Lab report) 


FBI/D04 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 


To: §AC, Dallas (175-0). dune 2, 1981 


FBI FILE NO, 175-613 


LAB. NO. 10526117 D UY 
Re: , aka be 
bic 
ASSAULTING THE PRESIDENT 
oe 
Specimens received May 27, 1981 . \ 


Qs Envelope postmarked "SAINT LOUIS, MO 631 PM 21 APR 1982" 
bearing the typewritten address "0: GESTAPO SS FRATERNITY = ~ 
of ROSICRUCIAN WIZARD SCIENTISTS Room 200 - 1810 Commerce 
Street of SODOMITES & MULATTOS Dallas City of SODOMITES, 
MULATTOS & ROSICRUCIANS ‘Texas State of SODOMITES, MULATTOS 
& ROSICRUCIAN SHRINERS 75201 Zip Code of MULATTO 'bastards' 
of ROSICRUCIANS" 


Q9 Accompanying card bearing the handwritten words “The Prophet" 
and typewriting beginning "HOW TO MURDER ..." 


Result of examination: : 


Specimens Q8 and 09 were associated in the Anonymous 
letter File with specimens Qcl through Qc7 previously submitted 
by the San Antonio (Qcl~0c3 Atlanta 4-906 i 
i titled, ie 
THREAT Ai m © AND NANCY REAGAN, 
iz > LOUIS. 


The questioned typing appearing on specimens 98 and 09 
appears to be the same style and size of typing as the questioned 
entries appearing on specimens Qcil, Qc2, Qc4, Qc6 and Qc7, 
indicating these entries may have been made from a common type 
source. A definite determination could not be reached because 
specimens Qcl through Qc7 are photocopies of original documents, 
and as such are not suitable for identification purposes, The 
style of type appearing on‘Q8 and Q9 most closely resembles \ 
Laboratory standards on file for a style of type utilized on 3 
Royal typewriters. 
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Teletype Immediate . _ UD TOP SECRET H 
Facsimile . Priority (] SECRET H 
gy AIRTEL Routine CONFIDENTIAL ! 
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Date 5/20/81 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
ATIN: FBI LABORATORY 
FROM: SAC, DALLAS (175-0) 
SUBJECT: T aka 
ASSAULTING THE PRESIDENT 
00-ST. LOUIS , 
Enclosed for the FBI Laboratory, is one envelope 


postmarked St, Louis, Missouri, 631--, dated P.M., 4/21/81, 
addressed to "Gestapo $.S. Fraternity", etc. and containing a 


le postage stamp, bearing the Li drew Jackson, 
along with 3 x 5 card, signed and containing 
the typewritten passage “How to murder Ronald Reagan. . ." 


ete. Also enclosed for the Laboratory are two Xerox copies of 
the aforementioned items. 


Enclosed for St. Louis are two Xerox copies of the. 
envelope and card mentioned above. ‘ 


REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 


FBI Laboratory requested to compare the writing and 
typing on the enclosures against those on file in the Anonymous 
Letter File. 


Bureau (Enc. 3) 
2-St. Louis (Enc. 2) 
2-Dallas 


PHOTOGRASHER 


* MAY 2°7 1981 


Approved: __________=sssss—s Transmitted Per 


{Number} (Time) 


FBI/003 
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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: H 
Teletype Inmediate . TOP SECRET H 
Facsimile Priority SECRET H 
Routine - CONFIDENTIAL H 

UNCLAS EF TO H 

UNCLAS i 
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DL 175-0 


LEADS 
ST. LOULS 
AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURL. Conduct appropriate investi- 


gation noting the veiled threat concerning President Ronald 
Reagan and advise U. S. Secret Service accordingly. 


Approved: ss Transmitted _.__________.___ Per 
‘umber? (Time) 


FBIypOs 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ar 
ay UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 4/2778 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


To: SAC, Atlanta (175-0) (89 7) 


FBI FILE NO. 9 4 613 


LAB, NO. 16428076 D UY 


Re; YOUR NO. 
THRCAT AGAINST PRESIDENT 
REAGAN AND NANCY ROAGAY Examination by: 
0O: 3&. Louis 

Examination requested by: Atlanta 

Reference: Airtel dated April 20, 1981 

Examination requested: Docurenk 

Specimens received: fRpril 27, 1901 


1o4 Photccopy of envelope poskmarkad "SATIT Lovrs, "oO 
631 Pi APR 3982" hoaring the typoundtten addros: 
"EOI Dircetor “=~ Willian ROMOSCRUAL Webster 
275 Peachtrce Street, 1.0. Atlanta, Coorgia 30303" 
es Photocopy of a printed article keering hand printing 
bugivaing "Catholic Jesuit ..0.+" 


feu Thotecosy of posteard boaring the tyrouritten woscaqe 
beginning "Gho PROSINUVTEAL Oe .1...” 


2- St. Louisa (175-1, 


Qe Sim hateran, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Sali a idag 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 


May S$, 1981 
To SAC, Atlanta (175-0) (SQ 7) 
From: Director, FBI FBI FILE NO, 
b6 
LAB. NO, 10428074 D UY BIC, 
10428145 D UY 
THREAT AGAINST PRESIDENT 
REAGAN AND NANCY REAGAN 
00: St. Louis 
Examination requested by: Atlanta and Richmond 
Reference: Atlanta airtel dated April 20, 1981 and 


Richnond airtel dated April 23, 1981 


Examination requested: 


Document 
Remarks: 


Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 

2 - Richmond (175-81) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab xeport) 

~ St. Louis (175-129) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 

St. Louis (62-4827) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 

Washington Field Office (175-311) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 
San Antonio (175-62) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 

Bufile (175-601) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 


To sac, Atlanta (175-0) (SQ 7) 


May 6, 1951 


FBI FILE NO. 
LAB. NO. 10423076 D UY 
Re 10428145 D UY bE 
BIC 
THREAT IRS) Et ENT 
REAGAN AND NANCY REAGAN 
Specimens received April 27, 1981, from SAC, Atlanta, under cover 


of communication dated April 20, 1981 (10428076 D UY): 


Qc4 Photocopy of envelope postmarked "SAINT LOUIS, MO 
631 PM APR 1981" bearing the typewritten address 
"PBE Director — William HOMOSEXUAL Vebster 
275 Peachtree Street, N.E, Atiante, Georgia 30303" 


Q@c5 Photocopy of a printed article bearing hand printing 
beginning "Catholic Jesuit....” 


Qe6 Photocopy of postcard bearing the typewritten message 
beginning ‘The PRESIDENTIAL OATH...." 


Specimen received April 28, 1981, from Sac, Bichmond, under 
cover of communication dated April 23, 1981 (10428145 D UY): 


Qe? Photocopy of postcard postmarked "SAINT LOUIS MO 
631 PM 9 APR 1981" bearing the typewritten address 
"FBI DIRECTOR — William HOMOSEXUAL Webster 
200 West Grace Street Richmond, Virginia 23220" 
and bearing the typewritten message on the reverse 
side beginning "NANCY REAGAN'S LIFE,..." 


Result of examination: 


Specimens Qc4 through Q¢7 were associated in 
the Anonymous Letter File with specimens Qcl through Qc3 
previously submitted by the San Antonio Office in their 
ease entitled, "Unsub; Threat Against The President 
Reeeived 4/13/81, at San Antonio, Texas, 00: San Antonio." 


Page 1 (over) 
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The questioned typing appearing on specimons 
Qcel through Qc7 most closely resembles Laboratory standards 
on file for a style of type utilized on Royal typewriters. 
A dofinite determination could not be reached whether the 
questioned typing apnpearins on these specimens originated 
from a common type source because the submitted spcecinens 
represent poor quality reproductions of original docunents, 
and as such are not suitable for identification purposes. 


Tho submitted evidence wan photoctraphed and is 
retained by the Leboratory. 


usrni@srares DEPARTMENT OF JUS' 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ALRTEL 
DATE: 4/23/81 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 


i 
FROM BOT mene (175-81) -RUC- 10428445 


SUBJECT pS 
a b7c 
rapa 


PROTECTION OF THE PRESIDENT Nenate Meagan — uret 
(00 - SL) : 


Re Richmond teletype to the Bureau and St. Jouis, 
4/13/81, and St. Louis teletype to the Bureau and all field 
offices, 4/14/81. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and one copy of 
an LHM re captioned matter, with the original and one copy of an 
FD-376 stapled thereto. Enclosed for St. Louis are two copies of 
both items (one each for dissemination to USSS, St. Louis). 


: One copy of the LHM has been disseminated to USSS, 
» Richmond, va., via FD-376. 


Ss R 27 1981 
Ss Be AP 
. & ae oe 
C2 Bureau (Ene. 2) bb 
1 - St. Louis (62-4827) (Ene. 2) (Info.) are 


1.- Richmond 


SSOPL x 
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FD-876 (Rev. 5-26-78) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 


April 23, 1981 


Director in Reply, Please Refer to 
United States Secret Service File No. 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D.C. 20223 RE: bé6 
BIC. 
2 PRESIDENT 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 


1. (% Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 
2. ( Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

3. [5 Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official. 
4 


( Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. 8. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 


[Cl Ilega! bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 


5. 

6. (2 Defector from U. 8. or indicates desire to defect. 

7. Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S. 

Photograph has been furnished enclosed [X] is not available. 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) 
U. S. Secret Service , Richmond, Virginia 


1 ~ Spec4 j 
Enelosersighe Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)), USSS, St. Lovis, Missouri 


FRI/DOE 


‘ @ US. Department@Pustice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Richmond, Virginia 
April 23, 1981 


RE: 


PROTECTION OF TRE PRESIDENT 


On April 13, 1981, a pink postcard was received at the 
Richmond, Virginia, Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), a copy of which is attached hereto. The card was 
postmarked St. Lovis Missouri, 623], April 9, 1¢81. The cerd wes 


signeal with blue felt-tip pen. 


On April 13, 1981, St. Lovis, Missouri, office of the 
a known to that office as[| 
a white male bornL dirt 
a 
Social Security Account Number] ——s—Cs—sC*d SE RNOWN address 
[C~COCCCCCCO EC was arrested 
[_C«dS By «the U. S. Postal Service for harassment, and 


the charge was later nolle prossed. described as 4 
prolific letter writer and is subject © FRI 


file 
on april 13, 1981, at 12:20PM, Special Acent[_ 
United States Secret Service (USSS), Richmond, 


Virginia, was advised of the foregoing information by Special 
Agent and the o: inal postcard was turned over 
to Speciel Agent SSS, at 2:55PM. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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“MEN who guarantes WOMEN Feédén In Last and Liberty In Sin ~ 

» Suffer THE CONSEQUENCES «0% 4¢ oy DEATH, <Alac, DEATH by 
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” ‘RONALD REAGAN guarantees 'NANGE? dlabotigal LUST CANGER end 
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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 1 
C Teletype Immediate TOP SECRET H 
Facsimile Priority SECRET H 
Airtel Routine (CONFIDENTIAL 1 
(D UNCLAS EF TO H 
(CO UNCLAS 
Date 4720/81 i 
ae ee Sw ee 
pee eee ee ee EE 
TO: Director, FBI 
FROM: _ATLANTA (175-0) (SQ 7) (P) 
RR rer tee atin 
INST PRESIDENT ; . 
REAGAN OND NANGY REAGAN 10428076 —) 
00: ST. LOUIS ened 


Re St. Louis teletype to Bureau, dated 4/14/81. 


Enclosed for St. Louis are the originals of the 
following: An Envelope, addressed to, "FBI, Director, William 
Homosexual Webster", "275 Peachtree Street, N.E.","atlanta, 
Georgia, 30303," 


A torn sheet with page number "358/Homosexualities"™ 
circled on the side and "Catholic Jesuit Sodomites, and Mulattoi- 
Ziers" printed across the page, and a post card which begins 
"The Presidential Oath...." 

Enclosed for the Bureau are copies of above items. 
LEAD: 

Sf. LOUIS DIVISION 


AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 


Disseminate to Secret Service in accor 
current Bureau instruction. 
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@- Bureau (Enc. 1) / DOs 
- St. Louis (175-129) (Ene. 1) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


ASCORDED Larvae! See 
aaa FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 4/17/7821 4 BIC, 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


To: 7.0, Gan tarosio (175-62) 


FBI FILE NO. 
LAB. NO. 26417025 D UY 
Res YOUR NO. 
PRISTDUAT REGKAVED 
A/LB/8L NE OM MIPOUIIO, UR. Bhentibiabion bys 
CO: Som Antonio 
Examination requested by: fan Antonio 
Reference: Airtel dated aprid 15, 1982 
Examination requested: Decwisnt 
Specimens received: Apedl 17, 1981 
tel Photocapy of onvalope postrarhed "SAINT LOVES, bo 
S31 Pi a AER © boaring the tyrowritten addresa 
"PDT DILECTOR ~ Willian HOMOCEZUAL TULATTO SODNITE 
Voebster 233 Post Offieo Suilding of HOMOSEXBALS & 
“WLATIO SURTURS Can Antonie, Texas 78296" 
4c2 Yhotceary of 3 « 5 card bearing typovriting 
weacinndng "Tho PRISEDONTING Oath seeen? 
Qed Phatceony of a printed article boaring hand printing 


heginniny “Politicians Sox «a..* 


yoy 
74 (Rev. 11-26-74) 


aor ey 


To: 


Re: 


Reference 


2 & REPORT 


SAC, San Antonio (175-92) 


From: 


of the 


4ec.. LABORATORY /4\. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 


Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
FBI FILE NO. 


LAB. NO. 10817625 D UY 
VIOUS y YOUR NO. 
SERLUAT AGALNSS 
SUS PRUSIDENE RECEIVED 
4/13/81 AT GAM MIVOUIG, TH, 


GO; gan Antonio 


comuuntontion dated Auwii 15, 1981. 


@ ol _] 


Bpvdh 22, 1993 


The material described below has been searched in the following file without effecting an 


identification: anonymous Lotter Pile : 
Copies have been added to this file for future reference. 


The 


Submitted material is yornyned homowdihs 


MATERIAL SUBMITTED: 


Qel Photocopy af onvelope postmarked “SRING LOWES, =O 


53) BS 16 APR * bearing the typewsitton adidreas 


"PDE DIRCCTOR ~WiTidan HOMOSEMDAL MULATIO copiten 
‘Webster 433 Poot Office Building of NOMOSDNUALS & 


PPLATIO SHRESENB Gan Antendo, foxac 78296" 


ae2 Photocopy of 3x 3 card bearing bypowriting 
boginning "ho PROSIDONPING Oath .,...° 


Qe3 Photocopy of a printed article bearing band printing 


beginning “Politiedans ex ...." 
Encloguces (3) 
2— Ste Louie 


Page 2 


Ld 


fover} 


b6é 
b7c 
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Remarks: 


Although the questioned typing appearing on apecimens 
Q¢l and Qc2 is limited, this style of type most closely resenbles 
Laboratory standards on file for a style of types utilized’on 
Royal typewriters. 


The submitted evidence was photographed. 
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AIRTEL 
4/15/81 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
ATIN: F_I LABORATORY 
FROM: SAC, SAN ANTONIO (175~62) (P) 


SUBJECT:  UNSUB; 
THREAT AGAINST 16417025 
THE PRESIDENT RECEIVED 
4/13/81 AT SAN ANTONIO, TX,7 
00: SAN ANTONIO 


Re San Antonio tel to Director, 4/13/81. 


Enclosed for the FBI Laboratory, Document Section, 
are two copies of the following: 


1. Envelope bearing typewritten address beginning 
"FRI Director" and ending "San Antonio, Texas 78296." 


2. White 3" x 5" card bearing typewritten message 
beginning "The Presidential Oath..." and ending "...belong in 
Hell. Acts 3:33-23." 


3. Page 429 from printed article concerning 
Psychosomatic Symptoms and Homosexualualities. 


Enclosed for St. Louis is one copy of above mentioned 
items. 


REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 


f PBI Laboratory is requested to forward one copy of 
: items 1 through 3 to U. S. Secret Service, Washington, D.C., and 


fi search letter through Anonymous Letter File. Advise San Antonio 
be : and St. Louis of results. 
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H 


2-St. Louis (Enc. 1) 
2-San Antonio 


| (Gien {Enc. 3) 
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Laboratory Work Sheet 


To: SAC, San Antonio (175-62) 


ae OlS -/ 


LAB. NO. 10417025 D UY 
Re: UNSUB; YOUR NO. 
. THREAT AGAINST 

THE PRESIDENT RECEIVED 

4/13/81 AT SAN ANTONIO, TX. Examination by: 

00: San Antonio 
Examination requested by: San Antonio 

. {5-513 ob 

Reference: Airtel dated Aprii§15, 1981 
Examination requested: Document 
Specimens received: April 17, 1981 


Qcl Photocopy of envelope postmarked "SAINT LOUIS, MO 
531 PM 10 APR “ bearing the typewritten address 
“FBI DIRECTOR - William HOMOSEXUAL MULATTO SODMITE 
Webster 433 Post Office Building of HOMOSEXUALS & 
MULATTO SHRINERS San Antonio, Texas 78296" 


Qc2 Photocopy of 3 x 5 card bearing typewriting 
beginning "The PRESIDENTIAL Oath ....." 


Qc3 Photocopy of a printed article bearing hand printing 


beginning "Politicians Sex ...." a 
oak L 416 Hb Lee mo. LD a... tte endl brie! 


oe gto) yf 
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ROYAL (usa) 


idéled ; ELECTRESS 
bricant ; ROYAL MAC BEE 

eu de fabrication + HARTFORD (USA) 
née i a 
tricule :GAS 763919 

pe de caractéres : Standard Elite 627 
brique de caractéres : ROYAL (USA) 


CLAVIER 14 22 33 


& 


21-4 - 1964 


“ — ae * ; 
ps a 


SOL 


Formule [212| 2 |b 2] 2 | 


Hauteur du * M.% : 2,55 mm 
Hauteur du" ul" :4,99mm 
Motion : 6.6mm 

Largeur max papier : 302 mm 
Type de clavier : Universel 
Interlignes : 4,25 et 6,37 mm 
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227.6. Af §§ 


trod 


tt. $ Ye ce bon vieux whisky comme celui que jtai bu 
pu ‘ere du forgeron du village 


‘E CE BON VIEUX WHISKY COMME CELUI QUE J.AI BU 
ERE DU FORGERON DU VILLAGE 
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TO: Director, FBI 


PROM: SAC, ATLANTA (175-0_ (8@ 7) (P) 


b6 
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I PRESIDENT 
REAGAN AND NANCY REAGAN 


5 
* 00: ST, LOUIS 
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< Enclosed envelope, note, and post card 
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FBI 00 06214181 04/11/81 
a . r KKK -f 


. : FB 
Fos |) ly 1PO BOX 12325 
* RICHMOND VA 23241 


‘TION | : “FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION FEDER: 
. WASHINGTON, D.C, 


eek commutes 
bear “HATURALIZED 'C: MOEN Frectom te tee 


by Tie PRESIDENTE OATH 
Sin = THE FORMULA FOR DEATH, TAME 41S, _ | 


* 5 ae ake ve: 

"YEW who guazantes WORN Nocti Tn hit ait Lite In Sin 
suffer THE CONSEQUENGES . eee 1.60, DEATH, <Als0, gn we 
:pRUST METROEA CARCINOMIC CANCER ‘and? ar Sr ceukomaBa Taupe 


d SbT8Zpot 


RONALD REACAN guaranties * "NANCY! diabotical LUST CANCER and 
diabotical SIN CANCER oovere A WHORES DEATH & A IESBIANS oe 


Buch A YAH Ts hardly quilted to be A TADER, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


To: Sac, rbebmond (175-2) 
“hy % 
-of 
FBI FILE NO. jiZdr Oe 
LAB. NO. 10426245 BD UY 
" b6 
Re: YOUR NO. b7c 
~ VICTLY; 
THO PROSIDENS Examination by: 
Examination requested by: hiochnond 
Reference: Airtel dated seri, 23, 1982 
Examination requested: Bootsint 
Specimens received: Bpeil 28, 1982 
Ce? Photocopy of post card postmarked “SALI? LOUIS UO 
G3L Nt 9 APR 199%" beaving the typsaitten oddenas 
"yet DIQICRON ~ Wilkian UOOSSRUAL Webster 
200 Yost Grace Stroot Sichrend, Virginia 23220° 
and boarding the typouritten message en the reverse 
eide Logimning "GQAQUCe TEAGWINO REPO aaa? 
2— St. Lowin (62-4027) - Jl 
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nice-looking, clean, and In excelént heath, |. with educated, sensitive, healthy, tender man, i 
f ; LADIES. phone numbar in first etter please. nlcatooking, cle, and In acu rman. |, Seeks fi 


MAAAALLL 


C2eth origi, 44, 


Phota, phone pisese. slander, blue eyes, 
2 : Hacer Dracesne ly pi ‘brown bal young-looking, gentte, clean. 
qi N.C..9602-L: Altractive, nevermarried ‘ee same en gent, malure brother, around 
q] country git), 28, seddish-brown halr, hazat | aed conten? likes naturat foods, 's kind 
, ‘eyes, cheerful, easy going disposition, likes ate, : 
q animats, music and traveling. Sa SOHAL: tor 
q ‘“  horfigg. considerate one-woman man, 28-50; 42,82", black 
i Indship, possible marr 3 onewomen 0 


tor telandship, 
Photo please, 


Woll-aducated, professional, | WIGENASTICL: 
single Wily, 46, of Philippine descent, paille, | switchboard op 
in excellent heatth, enjoya skiing, travaling, | some gent: for co 
classical music, gourmet cooking, 2 


‘od in meeting a tall, atiractive = 5 
Secure, eduealed gonl. to 55. Photo please, -| passa ist 


ARIE SEAS: Maciej, young us: Pei 9 ~ 560, Pho 
112-196 Ibe lonely na dependents. Seeks | i areps wil, Ss ities See ee Dee, A 
gent 60-70 who is financially secure and | fangiee: WRpM. Ot. TA tbs Seeks! rex s7a12: Atimctive widow, 78 J0oks 80} 
WovId lke to rolocate Récant photo and | Mendship with en honest. sincere, honsmok: 


ety" to oa", | 22. 90,006, & nondemoker, social drinker 
hone plaase | 189, pondrinking gent, 43-60, 5°11” to 6:4", | Protas phone hist rine 


ORE-8786L: Divoiced lacy, 45, cute, 
ricwed_nodenendents, fot lonat redone 
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“For twenty years I tried eye very 
- Worked. Finally I stumbled on to 
Now you can too.” 


‘PAPER MATE’. 
PROVED TRUE 


MARY DUCOMMUN followed in ber 
mother’s footsteps when she linked for 
a mate —‘she answered @ newspaper 
ad and found the man of her dreams. 

The advertisement Mary answered 
was in GLOBE’s Sheela Woed’s Have- 
A-Friend column, the column thou- 
sands turn to weck after week in hopes 
of finding a mate, 

She spotted David Ducommun’s ad 
and they began a correspondence that 
lasted almost a year before they met. _ 


HOW TOO MURDER PRESIDaNT EAGAN: IEGALLYs 


Guarantee HIM Wizard FREEDOM IN LUST and 
Magician LIBERTY IN SIN and 
VooDoo IEPRAVITY IN NATURE as per 


CAESAR-law, HEROD-law and PHAROAH~law and/or 


TRINITARIAN AMERICAN NATURALIZATION LAWS, 


Acts 17:31 
Acts 322282 
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FBI GESTAPO SS Special Agent 
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e @. 8 bere ee wee 


Honkie 
Mulatte 
“wiggers” 


HOW TO MURDER Ronald Reagan ~ Humanistically. 
ADVISE HIM that there are no differences betweensese’ 


PHARISEE-sex, SADDUCER-Ssex, ESSENE-sex, PUBLICAN-sex, 
HEATHEN-sex, ANIMAL-sex, NECROPHELIA-sex~gene tics» 


Acts 3:22.23 
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TO: GESTAPO SS FRATERNITY of ROSICRUCIAN WIZARD SCIENTISTS 
Room 200 » 1810 Commerce Street of SODOMITES & MULATTOS 
Dallas City of SODUHTTES; MULATTOS & ROSTCRUCTANS 
Texas State of SODOMITES, MULATTOS & ROSICRUCIAN SERINERS 
75201 Zip Code of MULATTO "bastardet of ROSICRUCIANS 
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The PRESIDENTIAL OATH Is: A DEATH THREAT ‘against! 
President Reagane 


THE DEATH OATH of THE PRESIDENT 4s made upon HIS 
KCEPTANCE to Administrate FREEDOM IN LUST (CARNAL 
YATURE) ond LIRERIY IN PASSION (SIN NATURE) therefore, 
HE GUARANIEES ‘Deatht unto HIMSELF and HIS LOYALISTS. 


FEF: JAMES 1:15 ‘THE HOLY GHOST does NOT Lise 

MYSTIC HEROD SHRINERS are born LIARS, : 
BURGER « HUNGATE — MEREDITH axe MYSTIC HEROD ES) 

LIARS, HOMOSEXUALS, MULATTOIZERS, FERVERTS & SODCMIIES. 


. Acts 3222823 
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Hi-HX 680% H-HX 658° 
é Hy-HX 13 Hs-HX 57888 
Problem with Respondent's Leck of Orgasm 
Re b Re 8 
Types-HX N=463 1 Demographics®* «1 Types-HX N=204 1 Demographics*  .03 
2 [types-HX} 3 2° [types-HX] 23 
Hi-HX —.S18% “Hi HX — 69% 
H:-HX 87 H:-HX =.22 
H-HX —.249% Hs-HX —.28° 
H-HX 64078 H-HX 174888 
Hs-HX 04 Hs-HX 368 
Regret About Homosexuality 
Ro 8 
Types-HX N=463 1 Demographics* .05 Types-HX N=204 1 Demographics" If 
2 [types-HX} 3t 2 {types-HX] 27 
H.-HX — 43°98 HX ~.21" 
H.-HX -.09 07 
Hs-HX = 648° —.7689" 
Hu-HX OTe 1.03°%* 
Hs-HX 26°88 -.13 
Race 
Re 6 Re 8 
Types-HX N=485 1 Demographics —? Types-HX N=211 1 Demographics — 
2 [types~HX] 03 2 [types-HX] ii 
Hs-HX Hi-HX -.35 
He~HX H:-HX «1S 
Hs-HX Ha-HX 02 
Hs-HX H-HX 12 
Hs-HX Hs-HX 07 
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TABLE 13.7—(Continued) 


Males Females 


Types-! N=2i1, 1 Demographi 
2 [types] 


ics =? 


sariijenxasowioy / age 


5 *e 
Education & 


Types-HX N=485 # pos 
. mE ‘Ity: 


Types-HX__ Nese Demographics 
a 2 [types-HX] types HX) 
Hil "A 
He 
# H-HX - 
He-HX 
HS-HX, es 


“p<.05. “p< 0). p< .001. 

; F * Variables entered in step { are age, education, ogeitpational level, and race. ewe ere 

‘hy Zé "In onder to discern the absolute demographicedllferences among the homosexual subgroups, demographic adjustments are not made in this 
ry 


Fegression. : 


asian on annoy 380, 


"e, 


FBI Director = William HOMOSEXUAL Webster 
275 Peachtree fgets a 
Atlanta, Georgia 3030: 


10428076 D uy gaat 


WHF BHF WHTF BHTF 
N=284 N=53 N=229) N=64 N=101 N=39 
%o %. % % % % 


26 14 25 * 
38° 33 4 31 


F 0-1: Relatively low 
My 2-5: Moderate 
6-18: Relatively high 


Comparison ON Ste v Re jarison 
BHM-WHM 651 03 *-WHF 


Types-HX 


02 Types-HK 


HM-HTM 961° 1 = Demographics* 03 HFS 395° «1 - Demographics’ = 09 
2) HM-HTM 05 ABs 2 HE-HTF 09 
Types-HTX 773 1 Demographics> .03 
2 [types-HTX] 07 
Hi-HTX 83 : a 
H:-HTX 1.6489" 


£90 AN & szontpor 


Hs-HTX 03 b7c 
Hs-HTX =. 
Hs-HTX —.298% 


*p< 05, 
p< OL. 2 
* Variables entered in step 1 are age, education, and occupational level. 
> Variables entered in step 1 are age, education, occupationat level, and ra = 
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To Anas 


The PRESIIENTIAL Cath 1S A Threat to TH LE of 
Ronald Reagan & Nancy Reagan, 


buy 
in LAS VEGAS and pay Sx ‘Taxes te POLITICIANS and 
WIZARDS AND MAGICIANS 5000 AMORC AND a¥taH, 


Tames ei om WHEN to ARAB GEMITIC MULAMIOS oe 
TAXES off of LUST AND PASSION, 


WIZARDS AND MAGICIANS belong IN HELL, 
Acts 3:22.23 


JT Nazi Monk 


e Homosexuals 
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* DATE: 


REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 


SUBJECT: 


XO 


Tos 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


6/15/80 | memorandum 
sal ~«d(PRENTOW RA) , - 


bic 


THREATS AGAINST U.S. SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY ,~"* 
SUPREME COURT JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR, 


AND U.S. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE CLARKSON FISHER 
ALO-PC 
(00: NK) 
NK 89A- 
THREATS AGAINST PRESIDENT & MRS. RONALD REAGAN, 
AND VICE PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH 
PPSAKA-PC 
(00: NK 
NK 175¢-144 
SAC, NEWARK 
For the information of the Red Bank RA, U.S. District 
RKSON FISHER received two threatening letters from 
In the first letter,[_ _|Jthreatens Judge FISHER bé 
and makes references to President REAGAN and Supreme Court Justice bIC 


SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR. In the second letter received on 6/14/88, 


again threatens Judge FISHER, in addition to making threats 


against President & Mrs. REAGAN, Vice President GEORGE BUSH, Sen. 
EDWARD KENNEDY and Justice O'CONNOR. 


A copy of both letters will be telefaxed to your office bé 


with this memo. The U.S. SECRET SERVICE, U.S. Marshal, and U.S. bre 
Attorney's Office have been notified. FBIHQ has been notified 


via immediate teletype that 


LEADS 


lives in the Red Bank area, 
It is requested that the Red Bank RA do the following: 
1. Interview subject and show her copies of the letters. 


2. Ask subject if she wrote letters to Judge FISHER. 


call AUSA 


letters, 


bIC 
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FD-96 (Rey, 9-20-85) 


TRANSMIT VIA: - PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 
i Teletype Immediate TOP SECRET 
1 Facsimile © Priority SECRET 
CF Airtel © Routine CONFIDENTIAL 
UNCLAS EF TO 


e FBI @ 


1 UNCLAS 
Date 6/16/88 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
(ATTN: IDENT. DIVISION/LATENT FINGERPRINT SECT.) 


FROM: SAC, NEWARK 


SUBJECT: 
THREATS AGAINST U.S. SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY, 
SUPREME COURT JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR, 
AND U.S. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE CLARKSON FISHER 
AFO-PC . 
{OO: NK} . . 
NK 89A- 278 (TRA) (P) 


THREATS AGAINST PRESIDENT & MRS. RONALD 
REAGAN, AND VICE PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH 


} 
K 175C-141 A{TRA) (P)} 
Tk teletype to Bureau, 6/15/88. 


Enclosed for. the Bureau are two original letters 
received by Judge CLARKSON PISHER. (and envelopes). 


ion of the Bureau, Latent Fingerprint 
Sect., has sent two letters to_US District 
Court Judge CLARKSON FISHER. In the first letter, 
threatens to kill Judge FISHER and makes references to President 
REAGAN and Justice O'CONNGR. 


In her second letter,[.__ again threatens to kill 
Judge PISHER. In addition to threatening Judge FISHER in the 
second letter, also makes threatening statements against 
President & Mrs. REAGAN, Vice President BUSH and Supreme Court 
Justice SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR. Both letters and envelopes are 
being provided for analysis. . 


ureau (Enc. 4) 


b6 
b7C 


b6 
b7c 


Approved. __ss st :C«CTrraansmiittted 


P Sz, 


b6 : 
b7C 


{10) (Num| 


425-486 


NK 89A-278 
_NK 175-141 


[is described as follows: mo be 


bic 


REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 


Latent Fingerprint Sect. is requested to identify and cross 
match any fingerprints lifted from the two letters and envelopes 
to prints on file for It should be noted that bb 
the letters were handle yy Judge CLARKSON, his secretary, and bIC 
members of the U.S. Marshal's Office. Results of examination 
are needed as expeditiously as possible to allow agents to obtain 
arrest warrant for 


Qe 


ay an i : . P 
FD-376 (Rev. 8-6-62) e rs 


t a t 


U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Post Office Box 1158 

- Newark, New Jersey 07101 

In Reply, Please Rafer to , June 15, 1988 


File No, 175C-141 Ld) cerears acainst PS 
: PRESIDENT & MRS. RONALD REAGAN, VICE PRESI-»7¢ 

DENT BUSH, SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY, SUPREME 

COURT JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR, U.S. 

DISTRICT COURT JUDGE CLARKSON FISHER 

_ THREATS AGAINST THE PRESIDENT ~ 


Director : 

United States Secret Service 

Department of the Treasury 

Washington, D.C, 20223 RE: 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization.believed to be covered 
by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective responsibilities, and to fall 
within the category or categories checked. 

1. £XThreats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 
2. O Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 


3. XXThreatening or abusive statement about U.S. or foreign official. q 


4, 0 Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U.S. demonstrations or hostile incidents against foreign 
diplomatic establishments. 


5. © Ilegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 
6. D Defector from U.S. or indicates desire to defect. 


7. ( Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or activity in groups engaged in 
activities inimical to U.S. 


Photograph UD has been furnished £1 enclosed D is not available. 


Director 
Federal Bureau-of investigation 


Sega = = 


bIC 


1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s}) 1 7 
U.S. Secret Service , Newark, New Jersey 


Englosure(s) 
a (175C-141) (TRA) 


FBI/O00 


oe ‘ oo " aX 
5  ] “US, Depart of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Newark, New Jersey 
June 15, 1988 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


bé 
ATS AGAINST PRESIDENT & MRS. RONALD REAGAN, bIc 


VICE PRESIDENT BUSH, SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY, 
SUPREME COURT JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR, 
U.S. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE CLARKSON FISHER 
THREATS AGAINST THE PRESIDENT 


: Per telephone conversation between Special Agent (SA 
a the U.S. SECRET SERVICE (USSS) and ap bé 
of the FBI on June 14, 1988, a copy of two letters receive y 0.5. BIC 
District Court Judge CLARKSON FISHER, District of New Jersey (NJ), 
Trenton, NJ, which are attached, are being forwarded for your review. 


. Both_letters were sent 4 In the 
first letter, J threatens Judge FISHER an upreme Court 


Justice SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR. ‘thi econd letter received by 
Judge FISHER on June 14, 1989  Jasein threatens Judge FISHER, 
SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR and President & Mrs. RONALD REAGAN, Vice 
President BUSH and SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY. 


[fis described as follows: - : be 
b7C 
Sex ‘ emale 


Race White 
Place of Birth 
Date of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Eyes 
. Hair ‘ 
SSN 
Last Known Address 


This document.contains neither, recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are. not to be distributed 
‘outside your agency., | 

1-US Secret Service, Newark 1-U.S. Marshal, Trenton 


ewark (175C-141) (TRA) Pe 


Meese 


Bicentennial of the United States Constitution (1787-1987) 


_ FORMS. TEXT HAS i DOCUMENT 
“INBOX. 1 (#1457) 

TEXT: 

VZCZCWFOO026 

RR NK é 

DE WF #0026 1722356 

2NR vuuun 

R 2023522 JUN 88 

FM FBI WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD(89D-NEW)(P)(C-4) * 

a : 


BT | 
es L 


TO FBI NEWARK (89A-4119)/ROUTINE/ 


UNCLAS | % 


CITE: //3920// 


- SUBJECT: THREATS AGAINST UNITED STATES 


SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY, SUPREME COURT JUSTICE SANDRA 


DAY O°CONNOR, AND UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT JUDGE 
GLARKSON FISHER; AFO-PC; 00:NEWARK. 
RE NEWARK TELETYPE TO BUREAU, DATED JUNE 17, 1988. 
_ AS PER. REQUEST OF REFERENCED communtcarton,[ ———~«d 
[_Jearrron urux POLICE DEPARTMENT, WAS ADVISED ON JUNE 20; 


1988, OF CIRCUMSTANCES, RELATIVE To[ _| ALSO ADVISED oF - 


‘ihe * 


b7c 


foal pee PHOTOGRAPHS se[ ss = be 


LEADS: NEWARK: DIVISION: -AT (NEWARK, NEW JERSEY: 


‘Ir 18 REQUESTED THAT NEWARK: FORWARD PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUBJECT, 


- AS WELL. As ‘COPIES OF LETTERS: RELATIVE TO TRREATS [ON 


SENATOR KENNEDY AND JUSTICE O“CONNOR. . 


WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN yerit verrstbns AT WASHINGTON, DeCut acat ae 


wiLd, MAINTAIN LIAISON. “AND CONTACT Wad A CAPITOL. H Ly purge eas 


DEPARTMENT “AND. SUPREME COURT POLICE. ‘ a 
Pune a ¢ tas ; , seo 


VZCZCNKOO15 


PP HQ 

DE NK #0015 1770403 

ZNR UUUUU 

P 240445Z JUN 88 

FM FBI NEWARK (89A-278) (P) (RBRA) 
TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3484:3510// 


PASS: FBIHQ, PERSONAL CRIMES UNIT. 


SUBJECT: [—~—CSsé#Rpra zag AGAINST U.S. SENATOR 


EDWARD KENNEDY, SUPREME COURT JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O“CONNOR, U.S. 
DISTRICT COURT JUDGE CLARKSON FISHER; ALO~PC; 00: NK. 


RE: NK TELETYPE TO BUREAU, DATED 6/16/88. 


STATES SECRET SERVICE, ATTEMPTED TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW, | 


ANSWERED THE DOOR AND INDICATED THAT HER DAUGHTER WAS NOT AT 


5-5 


b6 
bIC 


PAGE TWO DE NK 0015 UNCLAS 


HOME. THE MOTHER WAS VERY EVASIVE TO ALL QUESTIONS AND STATED 
THAT SHE DID NOT KNOW WHEN HER DAUGHTER LEFT OR WHEN SHE WOULD 
RETURN. If WAS THE BELIEF OF BOTH AGENTS THAT THE DAUGHTER WAS 


ACTUALLY IN THE HOUSE. 


PRIOR TO GOING TO THE RESIDENCE, sas[__anol__ 
COMPARED BACKGROUND INFORMATION OM ———S—SC*dAD SED THAT 


HIS AGENCY HAD LAST INTERVIEWED. AND DESCRIBED HER 


AS A PROLIFIC LETTER WRITER BUT DID NOT CONSIDER HER A THREAT, 
HE STATED THAT IN MARCH, 1988, HIS OFFICE WAS FORWARDED A LETTER 
tHat[_|HAD SENT TO THE ASBURY PARK PRESS. HE ADVISED THAT 
HE BELIEVED THAT HIS AGENCY HAD AN AUTOMATIC DECLINATION POLICY 
ON LETTERS WRITTEN By[__|WITH THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY’S . 
OFFICE IN NEWARK, NEW JERSEY. sa[_ ADVISED THAT THE FBI 


HAD INTERVIEWED. —————S—~—~—CSCS CONCERNING A LETTER SHE HAD 


WRITTEN THREATENING U.S. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE CLARKSON FISHER. 


[____] PROSECUTION WAS DECLINED IN THAT MATTER. 


ov 20/88 


KEANSBURG, NEW JERSEY, POLICE DEPARTMENT, ADVISED THAT[ _| 


[____]#As BEEN WRITING THREATENING TYPE LETTERS FOR YEARS, 


PAGE THREE DE NK 0015 UNCLAS 
HOWEVER, SHE DOES NOT HAVE A VIOLENT NATURE. HE STATED THAT 
INDICATED THAT[ HAS NOT BEEN SEEN AROUND TOWN IN SEVERAL 
MONTHS, HE STATED THAT IN FEBRUARY, 1987, A LOCAL ATTORNEY, WHO 
FORMERLY REPRESENTED[ __| RECEIVED A LETTER CONTAINING THREATS 
AND THIS LETTER WAS FORWARDED TO THE UNITED STATES SEGRET 
service. [7 |apviszp tHat[_]¥AS NEVER BEEN ARRESTED BY HIS 
DEPARTMENT, 
ON 6/21/88, ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY causal | 
[__|]was APPRISED OF THE ABOVE INFORMATION AND HE INDICATED 
THAT FURTHER ATTEMPTS SHOULD BE MADE TO INTBRVIEW[__JAT THE 
PRESENT TIME. HE INDICATED THAT HE HAD ‘DISCUSSED THIS MATTER 
WITH HIS UNLY CHIEF IN NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, AND WAS AWAITING A 
DECISION FROM HIM ON THIS MATTER. 

NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION IS BEING CONDUCTED BY THE RED BANK 
RESIDENT AGENCY PENDING PROSECUTIVE OPINION BY THE UNITED STATES 
ATTORNEY“S OFFICE, NEWARK, NEW JERSEY. 

BE 


#0015 


NNNN 


b6 
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FD-302 {REV. 3-10-82) “e . mf : : 


, A 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . 


- 6/8/87 


‘Date of transcription. 


urea of Investigation (FBI). 


sal adyisea[ tat the FBI was investigating a. 
threat she made in a letter to ef Federal Judge: CLARKSON FISHER 
dated May 7, 1987, : Teo. 


dmitted writing this letter to Judge FISHER but she 
denied any Intention to thraaten him. She feels that she: has.the 
ability to see into the future and she stated ette 


"pred ons" no hre 


Presiden’ 


REAGAN, 


stated that she has no intention of recontacting Tudge.. 
FISHER In any way and holds no feeling of animosity toward him. She. 
has no intention of harming him or anyone else. oo . 


levee cautioned against writing any further letters 
containing eats as predictions that could be perceived as threats. 
She was advised that if she mails any further sugh letters, she risks 
arrest. : : ; 4 
: : bE 


[hts described as follows: °° °°: TEs + pete 


Sex : Female . 

Race . : 

Date of Birth ® ; 
Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Address 


OO. wae cro 


car 
Employment 
Arrests 


6/3/87 "NK 72=184~7 p7e 
Jovestigation an. Files. . 


ss ; , 
& . 6/4/87 


3B. - Date dictated. 


‘Th document contains asither recommendations nor conclusions of the FL. Wt Is the property of the Fat and Is ioanog to your agency; 
it ahd its contents are not to be distributed outsiae your auency. 


YECsCVvuoly 


OU HQ XK 

bo oiy suOLS 1620310 

AN UUTU 

Y 29U250% JUN 88 

eM VOLE WASHINGTON ME TROPULLTAN FLULDC9A=NEW) (CP) (CH4) 
TO DIRECTOR PRL/IMHEDLATH/ 

Fol NEMARK (89-278) (175-144) /TMMEDIATE/ <7 

BT 

UXCLAS 

cits: //3920// 


PASS: PERSONAL CRIMES UNLT. 


/ siaJeer: [__ = MRS. SANGY REAGAN = VLOYTEN; 


SENATOR EDVARD KENNEDY — VICTIM; ASSOCLATE JUSTICE 
SANDRA DAY O°CONNOR — VIGTUis PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN = 
VICTIN; VICNRPRESLUUNT GEORG! BUSH - VICTLIN; OOSMAVARK. 


RM TELEPHONE CALL BETULAN ee 


VASHINGTON METROPOLITAN SIEUD OFFIGH CimFO), AxD sal __| 


L____] trenton RESIDENT AGENCY, JUNE 29, 1988. 


be 
b7C 


be 
bic 


PAGE TWO DE WF 015 over : a @ 
on JUNE 29, (et OF THE SOLICITOR : pee 
GENERAL, ROOM $143, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
WASHINGTON, D. ©., FURNISHED WMFO WITH XEROX COPIES OF THO 
fiedapayine LETTERS RECELVED AT THE OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 
GENERALS OFFICE. ‘SHE. ADVISED “THE ORIGINAL LETTERS WERE TURNED 
OVER 10, THE UNITED STATES SECRET: SERVICE (USSS), WASHINGTON, 
Be Ce, IN VIEW OF STATEMENT. ABOUT PRESIDENT REAGAN, - 
me THE FIRST LETTER WAS RECEIVED AT THE-OPPICE OF. THE. SOLICITOR 
GENERAL OW’ JUNE 9,°41988, AND THE SECOND LETTER ON JUNE 27, 1988. 


THE: LETTERS ARE RAMBLING AND MENTION A ovviL SUIT aw NEW JERSEY 


UDGES FISHER AND LIFLAND. 


THE LETTERS CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING. STATEMENTS : 


“EDWARD, KENNEDY..CAN-BE SHOT) JULY. 4, 3988 (BUT KILLING DATE 


JANUARY. 20, 1981 AND 1985. BUSH CAN BE 


_ MNANCY REAGAN “KILLED. * 


BEFORE. t “KE NANCY REAGAN MY. ADVISE TO HERG faye 


ae “Must FERST HAVE . A WRITTEN PERNTSSTON FROM que SANDRA : : : . = 


DAY? 0" CONNOR BPORE: “I “CAN “ALLOW JUDGE FISER ON SEPTEMBER 12, 


2 B6 
. BIC 


PAGE THREE DE WF 0015 onc ; in @ 


1988 (COURT HEARING). JUDY 0” CONNOR AND JUDGE FISHER BOTH MUST 
/ WRITE TO ME BEFORE SEPTEMBER, 1988, OR IT WILL NOT ALLOW COURT ON 
SEPTEMBER 12, 1988, AND THERE WILL BE MORE KILLINGS.“ 


“WT REALIZE THE LEGAL CONSEQUENCES THAT I AM FACING, SHOULD 


ROBERT A. KILL EDWARD KENNEDY ON JULY 4; 1988, KILLING DATE CAN 
CHANGE." 


sa ___] TRENTON RESIDENT AGENCY, apvisep[-——Js 


SUBJECT ‘OF TWO PENDING CASES IN NEWARK DIVISION, RECENT ATTEMPT 


TO ovrerviee[____]as NEGATIVE. ier IN ONE OF THE 


LETTERS THAT SHE WAS AT HOME WHEN AGENTS“CAME TO HER HOUSE ON 
JUNE. 20,-1988.5 
af __Japvrszp THAT ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 


s 
CAUSA) TRENTON, NEW JERSEY IS GOING TO RENDER A 
aes » 


E OP INEON “IN THE CASE SHORTLY. 5, a 


PROLIFIC LETTER, WRITER WHO HAS. BEEN WRITING LETTERS 


eee NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION IS BEING CONDUCTED -IN THE 


case, “ONTIL THE AUSA,- NEWARK, RENDERS HIS OPINION: 


ee THAT USSS. HAS CHARAGTERIZED TRIS AS. 


bE 
bIC 


b6 
BIC 


b6 
bic 
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POLICE, WASHINGTON, Ds cf SSSOS™CS™S™SCSC«*@ NATED STATES 6 
oan : d b7c 

CAPITOL POLICE, WASHINGTON, D. C.; apf —sdY 

LJ] senator EDWARD KENNEDY“S OFFICE, WASHINGTON, D. C., 


ADVISED, ON JUNE 29,- 1988. 
*EBADS+ NEWARK: DIVISION: AT. TRENTON, NEW JERSEY: 


ADVISE WMFO OF FINAL: PROSECUTIVE OPINION. 


2) FURNISH CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH o[  |So IT MAYBE 
“FURNISHED TO UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT POLICE AND UNITED STATES 


CAPITOL POLICE, 


Br, : Mads 


b6 
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Routing Slip ~ (Copies to Offices Checked) 
0-7 (Rev, 3-68-81) 
TO: SAC: TO: LEGAT: 
CD Albany () Houston [Oklahoma City Co Bem 
(Albuquerque [=] Indianapolis . [j Omaha (J Bogota 
DD Alexandria To Jackson 5 Philadelphia (Bonn 
(Anchorage (J Jacksonville EJ Phoenix 2] Hong Kong 
C5 Atlanta f=) Kensas City [4 Pittsburgh (J London 
© Baltimore © Knoxville £5) Portland 5 Manila 
CL) Birmingham © Las Vegas =) Richmond CQ Mexico City 
© Boston ([} Little Rock [1 Sacramento CJ Ottawa 
© Boffaio () Los Angeles St. Louis 3 Panama City 
© Butte ([) Louisville LE Salt Lake City CE Paris 
} Charlotte Cl Memphis {_] San Antonio (3 Rome 
[5 Chicago ] Miami Sen Diego Cy Tokyo 
© Cincinnati 5 Milwaukee (J Sen Francisco 
(5 Cleveland (Minneapolis f=] San Juan 
© Columbia Mabiie (] Savannah 
Cj Daltes sey Newark 23x (5 Seattle 
[) Denver Crnew Haver Springfield 
LE Detroit ) New Orleans £5) Tampa . 
CE) Paso Cj New York City {-j Washington Field 
(5 Honolulu Norfolk Ej Quantico 
TJSAC, New Rochelle (MRA) 7/6/88 
SAI rooklyn-Queens {MRA 
Date} 
RE: “ be 
aye | LOt bie 
raS. - VICTIU 7? LELH C “ 
ery 9 DTG: ) 


waiesL 3 ~ 


LISH-INIMC EY 


Retention __ For appropriate 
(2 For information [7] optional [J] action 7) Surep, by __ 
[7] The enclosed is for your information, If used in a future report, [7] conceal all 
sources, {_] paraphrase contents, 


(CU Enclosed sre corrected pages from report of SA 
dated 


Remarks: re yard file nuribers 09-278 and 175-144 


serox copies d& letters sent ryL sd to bs 

Solicizor General, USDOJ, ere 
UGS 2522750) 

ene, oe 


bIC 


cq WL , ec 


Tet ea 


b6 
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atom 


4-4 dRev, 11-26-74) REPORT 
of the 


— 
—t_ LABORATORY a 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 


To: SAC, Newark (89A-278) (TRA) July 13, 1988 


From: Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


FBI FILE NO. 


THREATS AGAINST a NATOR LAB.NO. 80621017 D st sé 


Re: EDWARD KENNEDY, pre 
SUPREME COURT JUSTICE YOUR NO. 
SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR, — 
AND U.S. DISTRICT COURT 
JUDGE CLARKSON FISHER; 
AFO-PC 


00: Newark 


Reference communication dated June 16, 1988. 


The material described below has been searched in the following file without effecting an 
identification: Anonymous Letter File 


Copies have been added to this file for future reference. 


The submitted material is being returned upon completion of the latent 


fingerprint examination. 
MATERIAL SUBMITTED: 


Ql Envelope postmarked "RED BANK, NJ 077 -PM 10 MAY 1988" 
addressed to "Judge Fisher United States District 
Court Trenton, New Jersey" 


Q2 First page of accompanying three-page handwritten 
letter beginning "your answer before Sept 1, 1988 
Since 1987 I personal tried ..." 


Q3 Second page beginning “Phoenix, Arizona continued 
230 North First St ad only State ..." 


Q4 Third page beginning "Robert can kill (2nd page) = a 
fire house across ..." 


Qs Envelope postmarked "RED BANK, 07707 PM 17 JUN 1988" 
addressed to "Judge Fisher C/O Judge Cliflord United 
States District Court Trenton, New Jersey” 


Page 1 (over) 


Q6 First page of accompanying photocopied handwritten 
letter beginning "This is your fifth page. The four 
(other pages ..." 


O7 Second page beginning "6th page continued ... 
Edward Kennedy can be shot ..." 


O8 Third page beginning “7th page continued ... 
668 Saint Cloud Street was ..." 


Oo Fourth page beginning "Before I kill Nancy Regan 
my advice to her ..." 


Page 2 
80621017 D ST 
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@ , US. Departing ds hustice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Post Office Box 1158 
Newark, New Jersey 07101 
August 1, 1988 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Honorable Samuel A. Alito, Jr. 
United States Attorney 

Room 502 

Federal Buiiding 

970 Broad Street 

Newark, New Jersey 07102 


Tef, Criminal Division bie 


Dear Sir: 


Enclosed for youx_perusal are photocopies of two threatening 
letters allegedly sent a aaa | the Office of 
Solicitor General, Washington, D.C. A 

This letter is being submitted to provide additional facts 
regarding the conduct of the captioned subject to assist the United 
States Attorney's Office, District of New Jersey (NJ), in rendering 


a prosecutive decision relative to the mailing of threatening letters 
to certain government employees. 


who resides 6 
at U,8, “Ste 
Secret Service for making threats against President Reagan in a letter 
sent through the U.S. Mails. Followin 


On September 29, ie a a letter to USDC Judge be 
Van Syklie, Bismarck, North Dakota, wherein she predicted the deaths bIC 
of President Reagan and Vice President George.Bush. On that occasion, 

was interviewed by the U.S. Secret Service and cautioned against 
writing any additional letters containing her predictions. 


admitted writing a letter to Chief USDC Judge Clarkson 
Fisher, District of NJ, in May, 1987, which was perceived as threatening. 
She was interviewed by FBI Agents at her residence on June 3, 1987. 
At that nel e <hee cautioned against writing any further 


threatening letters which contained her "predictions." She was advised 
, 3~Addressee bé 
eNewaxk (1-89A-278) (TRA) * p7e 


175C-141) (TRA) 
Bicentennial of the United States Constitution (1787-1 987) 


that if she mailed any future letters containing threatening language, 
she risked arrest. | 
cease writing the letters. 


indicated that she understood and she would »6 


b7C 


Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA) Bruce Merrill declined 


prosecution cf | for the May, 1987 letter. 


Since she was warned by FBI Agents not to write any further 
letters containing her "predictions," the following letters have been 
sent to U.S. Government employees: 


Date Recipient 

May 23, 1988 dudge Clarkson Fisher 

June 9, 1988 Office of Solicitor General, 
Washington, D.C. 

June 14, 1988 Judge Clarkson Fisher 

June 27, 1988 Office of Solicitor General, 
Washington, D.C. 

July 7, 1988 Judge Lifland, USDC, 


Trenton, NI 


The U.S. Secret Service was contacted_by the’ Red Bank 
Resident Agency’on June 20, 1988, to discuss 
acquainted with and recalled that 


sent a Ietter fo the Asbury Park Press which was later forwarded 


to his office. = ae a ee = a race (navi agents that 
On June 20, 1988, 
Keansburg, NJ, Police Department, advised that as been 


writing threatening-type letters for years, however, she does not 
have a violent nature. He stated that the 
as never been arrested by 
e Keansburg Police Department. 


The two letters mailed to Judge Fisher on May 23, 1988 
and June 14, 1988, were sent to the FBI Laboratory, Washington, 
D.c., for latent fingerprint examination. The fingerprints of 

ieee were identified on two pages of the letters that were 
submitted to the laboratory. 


An attempt was made to interview[]in reference to 
the above letters in June, 1988, but the interviewing agents were 
informed at she was not at home by a woman who identified herself 


In Title 18, U.S. Code, Section 876, the elements of the 
violation of Mailing Threatening Communications are outlined. The 
statute states clearly that any person who mails a communication 
containing a threat to injure the addressee or another person is 
subject to a.$1,000 fine and/or imprisonment not more than five 
years. 


b6 
b7C 


Consider the following excerpts from the June, 1988 
letters[___—Jallegedly wrote to the U.S. Solicitor General: 


: "FBI came to my house on June 20, 1988, because Judge 
Lifland (US District Court, Trenton, NJ) received my four pages 
{in copies) dated June 7, 1988..." 


"My civil rights were violated. And as of this writing 
I again.expect the FBI because my mother told FBI I was not home 
although I was home..." 


"Do,not ask me one question unless. USA laws, (and Judges) 
have evidence that I am personal (sic) involved in conspiracy 
(or I will personal (sic) kill) and evidence that 'Guyana" is not 
a science in Nature!" 


"Y realize the legal consequences that I am facing should 
Robert a kill Edward Kennedy on July 4, 1988=but I will continue with 
my ‘'Guyana' 'regardless.'" 


"date can change...Edward Kennedy will be killed on 
July 4, 1988" 


"Mail fraud since 1987-1988=mass shot dead in the Oklahoma 
Post Office in Aug. 1986= released at Oklahoma City in July 31, 1981 
but flew home Aug. 1, 1981= was arrested (1981) because Guyana 
letters...more and new killings= also judgement Day= mass Judges 
killed= Judge Sandra Day O'Connor from Phoenix (the 1981 warrant) 
Still today the U.S. Supreme Court has illegal pigsii" 


In addition to the above quobees[: =| went on to discuss 
numerous killings in her letters. 


Since neither our office nor yours 1s medica 
qualifie © render a psychiatric evaluation or opinion, we feel that 
should be arrested for.violations of Title 18, U.S. Code, 
Section 876, and thereafter evaluated by qualified psychiatric 
authorities to determine her present mental state. Specifically, 
we hesitate to state that te not a direct threat to those 
persons she mentions in her letters without an updated medical 
opinion stating such. 


Please consider all of the above evidence _in determining 


what prosecutive action should be taken against It is . 
obvious that verbal warnings to cease her acti Les carry no weight 


with her. If you need any additional i xmation concerning this 
Matter, please contact Special Agent at telephone numbe 
609-883-4499, 


‘Sincerely yours, 


John C. McGinley 
Special Agent in Charge 


bic 


bé | 


She seems to have an obsession aboutb7c 


b7c 


ie, 


b6 
b7c 


as 23 ° e 


FORMS. TEXT HAS 1 DOCUMENT 

ENBOX.1 (#435) 

TEXT: 

VZCZCWFO045 

RR NK 

DE WF #0045 2380506 

ZNR UUUUO 

R 2505452 AUG 88 

FM FBI WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD(9A-5844)(P)(C-4) 


TO FBI NEWARK/ROUTINE/ 


Br 
UNCLAS 
b6 
CITE: //3920// p7C 
Va - ce 
SUBJECT: MRS. NANCY REAGAN - VICTIM; 
r 
ot 
SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY — VICTIM; ASSOCIATE JUSTICE 
a - ee ie be 
SANDRA DAY O”“CONNOR —- VICTIM; PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN - 
o- -“ a “ms 
VICTIM; VICE PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH — VICTIM; 
EXTORTION (A); O00:NEWARK. 
RE WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE (WMFO) TELETYPE TO 
THE BUREAU, DATED JUNE 24, 1988. 
THE UNETED STATES CAPITOL POLECE, WASHINGTON, D. C., HAVE 
REQUESTED THE RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION IN CAPTIONED MATTER SO 
eC ig |~) 
b6 


bIC 


ee ® 


PAGE TWO DE WF 0045 UNCLAS 
THAT THEY CAN MAKE A THREAT ASSESSMENT. 
BT 


#0045 


NNNN 


nat igt be, 
FD-36 (Rev. 8-29-85) 


FBI 
NSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 
Teletype mediate TOP SECRET 
C] Facsimile riority SECRET - 
OT ( Routine CONFIDENTIAL 


DO YNCLASEFTO 


FM FBI NEWARK (P) (TRA) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/ 

TO FBI BOSTON/PRIORITY/ 

TO FBI PHOENIX/PRIROITY/ 

TO FBI WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE/PRIORITY/ 
iBT, po 


hha wae, 


CITE: //3496:3510// ue ovate 


PASS: FBIHQ: sl PERSONNAL cxintes SECTIONS; CID. 
SUBJECT: —___. THREATS AGAINST U.S. SENATOR 


EDWARD KENNEDY, SUPREME COURT JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O'DONNOR, AND 
U.S, DISTRICT COURT JUDGE CLARKSON FISHER; ALO-PC; 00: NEWARK (NK 
89A~4119). 


| SUBJECT: [——S—CSCSS=Céds mpg AGAINST PRESIDENT AND 


SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED EMOTIONALLY DISTURBED. 


-L¢ 


bé 
b7c 


4 F0-36 (Rev. 8-29-86) 


FBI 
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 
Teletype Immediate TOP SECRET 
Facsimile 0 Priority O SECRET -; 
CG Routine CONFIDENTIAL 
1 UNCLAS EF TO 
0 UNCLAS 
Date 


APAGE TWO, NK 894-4119; NK 175C-141, UNCLAS 

MRS. RONALD REAGAN, AND VICE PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH; PPSAKA=PC; 
vy 

00: NEWARK (NK 175C-141). 


RE: TELCALL OF “{____] TRA, TO ssf 
[__] rev, 6/14/88. 


icEOR THE INFORMATION OF FBIHG, U.S. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE 


. Ses 
CLARKSON FISHER, DISTRICT .OF NEW JERSEY, TRENTON: Ng, RECEIVED A 


LETTER rrof{ THREATENING 26 Sprit: ‘HIM AND 


MADE REFERENCES TO SUPREME COURT JUSTICE SANDRA * BAY O'CONNOR AND 


PRESIDENT REAGAN. THE LETTER WAS TURNED OVER BY THE JUDGE TO THE 
U.S. MARSHAL'S SERVICE, TRENTON, ON OR ABOUT 5/25/88, AND THEN 
REFERRED T0 THE FBI, A REVIEW OF NEWARK INDICES REVEAL THAT 

| CAPTIONED SUBJECT HAD PREVIOUSLY WRITTEN A SIMILAR TYPE OF LETTER 
TO JUDGE FISHER ON OR ABOUT 5/7/88. NEWARK INVESTIGATED THIS 

|| THREAT UNDER CASE captioned [| THREAT TO INTIMIDATE 
‘| ¥-8, DISTRICT COURT JUDGE. CLARKSON FISHER? 007; 00: NEWARK; NK 


[_ ass|sesWTwrrz A FOUR PAGE LETTER TO THE U.S. MARSHAL 


| SERVICE IN TRENTON, NJ, WHICH MENTIONED THE NAME OF CHIEF JUDGE 
| CLARKSON FisHER. [" HAD FILED A CIVIL SUIT AGAINST HER 


b6 
bIC 


bE 
b7c 
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APAGE THREE, NK 89A-4119; NK 175C-141, UNCLAS 

FORMER ATTORNEY AND APPARENTLY HOPED TO INFLUENCE HER CASE BY 
WRITING THIS LETTER. THE LETTER IS BASICALLY INCOHERENT IN 

THE PRODUCT ‘OF AN INDIVIDUAL SUFFERING FROM SOME TYPE OF A MENTAL 


DISORDER . 


bet ON it ? S. SECRET SERVICE, ‘EAST bE 
oRRNGi,_NJ, ADVISED mang Jou TO THE ataizon OF THE 
SECRET SERVICE IN 1981 WHEN’ SHE WROTE A LETTER E pReptrine THE 
DEATH OF PRESIDENT REAGAN.[ |W. 


b7c 


on 9/29/86, |____|WROTE A LETTER TO THE U.S. DISTRICT v6 
COURT JUDGE VAN SYKLE IN BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, AND AGAIN i 
|| PREDICTED THE DEATHS OF PRESIDENT REAGAN AND VICE PRESIDENT ; 
| GEORGE BUSH. [___]WAS INTERVIEWED AND AGAIN CAUTIONED ABOUT 
|| MAXING SUCH PREDICTIONS BY THE SECRET SERVICE. Co apvisep | 
| HAT THE SECRET SERVICE HAS cLAsSTFIED|__ AS A NUISANCE | 
‘| RATHER THAN A THREAT. 


: on 6/3/87,[_____ WAS INTERVIEWED AT HER RESIDENCE IN 
| KEANSBURG, NJ, BY BUAGENTS.[__ APPEARED: TO BE MENTALLY 


Al qd: sCTrransimitted Per 
pproves (Nomben Time) ? 


: U.S, GPO; 1987 — 181-480 
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FBI 
TRANSMIT VIA; PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 
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Facsimile O Priority SECRET +: - 
“oO _ . Routine . (1 CONFIDENTIAL 
: UNCLAS E FTO 
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APAGE’ FOUR, NK 89A-4119; NK 175C-141, UNCLAS 

DISTURBED BUT NON-VIOLENT. SHE STATED AT THAT TIME THAT SHE HAD 
No TNVENTION TO THREATEN OR INTIMIDATE JUDGE FISHER. AT THAT 
TIME, SHE STATED THAT SHE ONLY MAKES PREDICTIONS AND NEVER 
THREATENS ANYONE. [___]WAS CAUTIONED AGAINST WRITING LETTERS 
TQ) ANYONE WHICH COULD CONTAIN! THREATS OR PREDICIIONS WHICH COULD 
wel, ta Fe fetes 


A RESULT OF THIS;,..THE USA'S OFFICE, 


rane haat it. 
"NEWARK, NU, ADVISED THAT THEY WOULD DECLINE ANY P PROSECUTION IN 


BE, “PERCEIVED AS THREATS.. 


aa 


THIS MATTER. JUDGE FISHER WAS ADVISED OF THE ‘PROGRESS OF THE 
mnvesticarron. } i 

ON 6/14/88, JUDGE FISHER RECEIVED A COPY OF A SECOND LETTER 
| SENT By _|C/o OF JUDGE CLIFFORD. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT A 
| REVIEW OF THE JUDICIAL INDEX DOES NOT REVEAL A U.S. DISTRICT 

| COURT JUDGE NAMED CLIFFORD. IN THIS LETTER,[ AGAIN 

|) THREATENED TO KILL JUDGE FISHER. [__ WENT ON TO THREATEN 
PRESIDENT REAGAN, MRS. NANCY: REAGAN, VICE PRESIDENT ‘BUSH, SENATOR 
“EDWARD, KENNEDY, AND SUPREME COURT JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR. 

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT BOTH IETTERS ARE NOTHING MORE THAN A 
COLLECTION OF RANDOM THOUGHTS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE THREATS 
|| AGAINST THE AFOREMENTIONED INDIVIDUALS. SOME EXAMPLES OF THE 


4. RANDOM THOUGHTS ARE AS FOLLOWS: FROM THE FIRST LETTER: "I DO 


| approved: _CTTrranssmitted Per 


(Number) (Time) 


U.S. GPO: 1987 — 181-485] 
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FBI 

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 

O Teletype immediate © TOP SECRET 
x Facsimile Priority O) SECRET :; 
ie ra I Routine CONFIDENTIAL 

O UNCLASE FTO 
‘ O UNCLAS 
Date ; 


ae 


APAGE FIVE, NK 89A-4119; NK 175C-141) UNCLAS 

NOT WANT (ANY KIND OF ) A DOCTOR!! I HAD ENOUGH OF WRONG 
praGhOSIS OF ALL KINDS}! I DO NOT THINK WHEN I WRITE "GUYANA" 
BECAUSE "GUYANA" AS EASY AS ONE, TWO, THREE & A, B, C COUNT (NO 
THINKING). IF I THINK ON OTHERS (NOT GUYANA) I BECOME SICK. 


)/CARRRINE WILL ALSO GIVE ME SKIN. BLISTERS AND! INFLAMED NERVES, 


voy b dé 
“Eee 

aie 

ME EXAMPLES: 


‘ND EYES." Ri 
areas rome 


FROM THE SECOND LETTER ‘THE FOLLOWING ARE 


"POPE JOHN = CLIFLAND = CLIFFORD COLE = oraND BORN POPE = 


vdh ; 


| SBUTSCHLAND I WAS “BORN IN THE BRITISH ZONE = ARIZONA." 
[_srearznep PRESIDENT REAGAN AND VICE PRESIDENT BUSH 

WRITING, "REAGAN AND BUSH ON 1/20/81 AND 1985 - GEORGE BUSH BORN 

| suNE, BUSH CAN BE SHOT 6/30/88, THURSDAY AND 1/19/90". [= —] 

| THEN THREATENED PRESIDENT REAGAN WRITING, EXHUSBAND BORN 

| 30(APRIL) ON MONDAY, 3/30/81, SHOT REAGAN". [_|THREATENED 

(|. MRS. :REAGAN WRITING, "BEFORE I KILL NANCY REAGAN, -MY ADVICE IS TO 


i : fo 
| COME UP WITH THE KEY AWAY .AND FORGET 8668 ST. CLOUD STREET". 

‘ = : 

[* FHREATENED SENATOR KENNEDY WRITING THAT, "EDWARD KENNEDY 

CAN BE KILLED ON 7/4/88 (BUT KILLING DATE CAN cHaNcE)". [| 


THREATENED JUSTICE O'CONNOR WRITING, "MORE AND NEW KILLINGS ALSO 


4A JUDGEMENT (DAY) MASS JUDGES KILLED, JUDGE SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR 
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APAGE SIX, NK 89A-4119; NK 175¢-141, UNCLAS 
FROM PHOENIX". 

“yee U.S. SECRET SERVICE, USA'S OFFICE AND THE U.S. MARSHAL'S 
SERVICE HAVE-BEEN APPRISED OF THE SITUATION concernine] | 


Ls DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: .. tae 
pos | pos: Cs. 


Eves:[ _[HamR:[_] ssan: [ips KNOWN ADDRESS: 


(X). 

WMFO, AT WASHINGTON, DC: WILL NOTIFY THE U.S. CAPITAL 
POLICE AND SUPREME COURT POLICE REGARDING THREATS AGAINST SUPREME 
{| COURT JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR AND U.S. SENATOR EDWARD 
‘| KENNEDY. 
iy , BOSTON, AT BOSTON, MA: WILL NOTIFY U.S. ‘SENATOR: EDWARD 
KENNEDY OF THREATS MADE BY SUBJECT. i 


PHOENIX, AT PHOENIX, AR: WILL INSURE APPROPRIATE 
| NOTIFICATION TO SUPREME COURT JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR. 


NEWARK, AT RED BANK, NJ: WILL CONTACT AND INTERVIEW[_ | 


[pecans THREATS AGAINST PRESIDENT.AND MRS. REAGAN, VICE 
j 


bs 
bé6 
b7c 


bE 
b7C 


| 
i 
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“PAGE SEVEN, NK 89A-4119, NK 175C-141, UNCLAS 

PRESIDENT BUSH, SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY, JUDGE FISHER AND SUPREME 
couRT JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR. U.S. SECRET SERVICE AGENTS 
WILL ‘ACCOMPANY BUAGENTS AND PARTICIPATE IN THE INTERVIEW. 

, 2. WILL, FOLLOWING THE INTERVIEW, PRESENT THE RESULTS TO 


‘THE..USA'S OFFICE AND OBTAIN: A: PROSECUTIVE' OPINION... |: 
biG gre Z 

baad 
‘ARE CURRENTLY AVAILABLE. 


rds 


INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AT NEWARK. 
a et 
SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED EMOTIONALLY DISTURBED. 
Br 


bE 
BIC 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Washington, D.C. 20537 


REPORT 


of the 


LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION 


IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 
894-278 (TRA) (P) 8/1/88 


g6 (Rev. 1026-79) 


YOUR FILE NO, 
FBI FILE NO. 
LATENT CASE No. C~75266 


to, SAC, Newark 


RE: THREATS AGAINST J. S. SENATOR 
EDWARD KENNEDY 
SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 
SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR 
AND U. S,. DISTRICT COURT 
JUDGE CLARKSON FISHER; 
AFO-PC 
REFERENCE: Airtel 6/16/88 
EXAMINATION REQUESTED By: Newark 
SPECIMENS: Qi and 95, two envelopes 
Q2, Q3 and Q4, three-page handwritten letter 
6, Q7, Q8 and Q9, four-page handwritten letter 


This report confirms and supplements information furnished 
telephonically on July 13, 1988. 


The listed Q specimens are further described in a separate 
Laboratory report. 


The specimens were examined and ten latent fingerprints and 
three latent palm prints of value were developed on Q1 through QU. 


suited oa next paged 


THIS REPORT 1S FURNISHED-POR-OPPICHT-PSR-ONE 


b7C 


SAC, Newark 3/1/88 


Ten latent fingerprints developed _on th i specimens 
have been identified as fingerprints o FBI be 
7c 


#729 18605, as follows: 


Three fingerprints on Qi, an envelope postmarked 
"RED BANK, Nd 077 -PM 10 MAY 1988" addressed to 
"Judge Fisher United States District Court Trenton, 
New Jersey” 

Three fingerprints on Q3, the second page of a three- 
page letter beginning "Phoenix, Arizona continued 
230 North First St ad only State..." 

Four fingerprints on Q4, the third page of a three~ 
page letter beginning "Robert can kill (2nd page) 

a fire house across...." 


b6 
bIC 


No palm prints are available in the Identification Division 
files tor] 


Major case prints of L_—SCSC~C~C~CSCSC*dé PCO in’ comnecbiin 
with this matter should be forwarded with appropriate correspondence to cur 
Latent Fingerprint Section. 


The specimens are enclosed. 


Page 2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


9122/88 


Date of transcription, 


On September 12, 
FISHER, U.S. Courthouse nton., Ne 2 
threatening letter fron[l s—i—‘C:*™*s*@™zr 
made statements referrin pe eSident RONALD REAGAN, Vice Presider?’ 
GEORGE BUSH and New J Gegefnor THOMAS P. KEAN. 


1988, U.S. Dis 


Fct Court Judge CLARKSON 
NJ), received a 
In the letter[ | PS 


Judge PISHER té 
maintained as evidence. 


ned the letter over to the FBI toe _b 


B9R=2787 > 
9/12/88 Trenton, Nd . *™ Newark 175C-141 
lnvestigation on. Le een ee eee ne ee a FHS Wenn eee 
9/12/88 b6 
mae : . b7c 
Dale dictated __ . 
‘This document contains nelther recommendations nor conciiusions of the FBI. It is Lhe property of the Fal and is loaned to your agency: 


fé ad its contents are not to ve distributed outside your ayency. 


FD-376 (Hev. 8-6-82) 


e US. Depart of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Post Office Box 1158 
Newark, New Jersey 907101 

September 20, 1988 
In Reply, Please Refer to 


File No, [rears acarnsr Be 


PRESIDENT & MRS. RONALD REAGAN, VICE bic 
PRESIDENT BUSH, SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY, 
Director SUPREME COURT JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR, 
United States Secret Service US DISTRICT COURT JUDGE CLARKSON FISHER 
Department of the Treasury THREATS AGAINST THE PRESIDENT 


Washington, D.G. 20223 RE: 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed to be covered 
by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective responsibilities, and to fall 
within the category or categories checked. 
1. {& Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 
2. (1 Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 
3. Threatening or abusive statement about U.S. or foreign official. 
4. O Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U.S. demonstrations or hostile incidents against foreign 
diplomatic establishments. be 
bic 
§. 0 Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 


6. Defector from U.S. or indicates desire to defect. 


7. ( Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or activity in groups engaged in 
activities inimicat to U.S. 


Photograph (© has been furnished C enclosed 0 is not available. 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) 1 
U.S. Secret Service, Newark, .New Jersey 


Enclosure{s) 


k (175C~141) (TRA} 


(3) 


FBI/D0d 


U.o. Departinent of Jusuce 


Federa! Bureau of Investigation 


ay Newark, New Jersey 
September 20, 1988 


In Reply, Please Refer to 


File No. 
bé 
THREATS AGAINST PRESIDENT & MRS. RONALD REAGAN, bIC 
VICE PRESIDENT BUSH, SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY, 
SUPREME COURT JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR, 
U.S. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE CLARKSON FISHER 
THREATS AGAINST THE PRESIDENT 
Per telephonic conversation between sal SC*d‘“S- bé 
SECRET SERVICE {(USSS), and S$. £_the FBI on September 19,57¢ 
1988, the original handwritten letter sent by to 


U.S. District Court Judge CLARKSON FISHER, District of New Jersey, 
Trenton, New Jersey (NJ), is attached hereto for your review. 


In the letter received by Judge FISHER, makes bE 
references to President REAGAN and Vice President BUSH. bIC 
also makes a direct threat against NJ Governor THOMAS KEAN. 


[Jas described as follows: 
Name —————— 
Sex Female 


Race 

Place of Birth 
Date of Birth 
Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hair 

SSN 

Last KnownAddress 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 


1* 


Attachment 

: b6 
Tc 
L-Addressee 


(175C-141) (TRA) 


Bicentennial of the United States Constitution (1787-1987) 


Ie 


NK 89A-278 


bé 
: b7c 
. 1988, FBI Laboratory Latent Fingerprint 
Examiner FBI Headquarters, Washington,D.C., tele- 
honically advised Supervisory Senior Resident Agent (SSRA) 
pacers that he had developed latent fingerprints 
on a letter dated May ,1988, directed to Judge FISHER. The 
rs. findings are detailed as follows: 
Q-3 A latent fingerprint located in the area of 
the words "Phoenix, Arizona...230 North First St." was identified 


as the fingerprint of This latent finger- bé 
print was located on page Ewo 0 é ques ned document. BITC 


Q-4 A latent fingerprint located in the area of the 
words, "Robert can kill (2nd page)= a fire house across", was 
identified as the fingerprint of This 
latent fingerprint was located on page three of the questioned 
document. 


b6 
bIc 


I FORMS. TEXT HAS 1 DOCUMENT : ‘ 

INBOX.'1 (#405) 

TEXT: 

VZCZCWMO 013 

RR NK 

DE WM #0023 3140121. 

ZNR UUUUU 

R 0801002 Nov 88 

FM FBI WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FLELD( 94-5844) (Pe) (sQuap c-4) 
TO FBI, NEWARK /ROUTINE/ 

BT : be 


_bIC 
uUNCLAS : 


1/3920// 
rocae ie a a ue 


SUBJECT: [sis NANCY REAGAN-VICTIM; “ 


SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY-VICTIM; ASSOCTATE JUSTICE SANDRA 


DAY O°CONNOR-VICTIM; PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN-VICTIM; 


“VICE PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH-VICTIM; EXTORTION (A); 


“O00: NEWARK. 


REOWHFO TT TO NEWARK 8/25/88. 
THE U.S. CAPITOL POLICE, WASHINGTON, D.C. HAVE REQUESTED 


THAT RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION IN CAPTIONED MATTER SO THAT 


THEY CAN MAKE A THREAT ASSESSMENT. 


‘DNCLAS 


be 
bIC 
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FORMS. TEXT HAS 3. DOCUMENT 


INBOX.1 (#1264) 

TEXT: 

VZCZCWMOOS7 

BR HQ NK 

DE WM #0057 0252324 

2NR UUUUU 

R 252303Z JAN 89 

FM FBI WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD(89A~-1092) (P)(C-4) 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI/ROUTINE/ 
FBI NEWARK/ROUTINE/ 

Br 

UNCLAS 


crre: //3920// 


a = — 
SUBJECT: IENATOR EDWARD M. KENNEDY - b6 
BIC 


VICTIM; UNITED STATES SENATE; ASSOCIATE JUSTICE SANDRA DAY 
O'CONNOR ~ VICTIM; U.S. SUPREME COURT; CCSCAKA; 00:NEWARK. 
RE NEWARK TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU JUNE 17, 1988. 

NEWARK IS REQUESTED TO FURNISH THE RESULTS OF THEIR 
INVESTIGATION REGARDING SUBJECT AND TO FURNISH PHOTOGRAPH OF 
[__|so THAT THEY CAN BE FURNISHED TO THE U.S. CAPITOL POLICE 

AND THE U.S. SUPREME COURT POLICE. 


UNCLAS 


ors. 56 
KG AR: iS b7C 


aGE TWO DE WM 0057 UNCLAS 
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#0057 


| 
| xT 
) FORMS,TEXY HAS 1 DOCUMENT 
INBOX. 1 (#994) 
TEXT: 
VZCZCWMOOS7 : : f — ' 
RR ONKL : 
DE.WM #0087 0402326 - 
ZNP, UUUUU 
R 0923152 FEB 89 
FM FBI WASHINGTON METROPOLETAN Frei (98-5844) (P) ee. 


m FBI, ER AR ATE : ; a ! 


Br : 
oo : : b6 
UNCLAS ! é . 3 bIC 
CITE: . Py Ne 
iy . 
: Lt “ : : 
. SUBJECT : a NANCY REAGAN « ~ VICTIM; Cr al k 
| SENATOR SpWARD KENNEDY — vICTiM; ASSOCIATE JUSTICE, _ : 
SANDRA DAY O'CONNOR, ~ VICTIM; PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN ~ 
VICTIM; . VICE PRESIDENT GRORGE BUSH - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION (A); 00: NEWARK. / 
“REFERENCE WMEO TELETYPR TO. NEWARK, AUGUST. 25, 1988. 
THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL POLICE, WASHINGTON, D.C. (BDC), 
HAVE REQUESTED THAT RESULTS OF THE TNVESTIGATIGN IN CAPTIONED ee 


“MATTER SO THAT THEY CAN MAKE 4 THREAT aSsESsuentr. 


UNCLAS 
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FORMS.TEXT HAS 1 DOCUMENT 

INBOX.1 (#1014) 

TEXT: 

VZCZCPXO00S 

PP HQ BS NI WMFO 

DE PX #0069 0662151 

2NR UUUUU 

P 072124Z MAR 89 

FM PBI PHOENIX (89-0-120) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/ 

FBI BOSTON (89A-439)/PRIORITY/ 

FBI NEWARK/PRIORITY/ 

FBI WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE/PRIORITY/ 
Br 

UNCLAS 


CITE: = //3630// 


supsact:[__——SS~SCSCSCSCSC*dTHREATS. AGAINST U.S. SENATOR pe 


EDWARD KENNEDY; SUPREME COURT JUSTICE SONDRA DAY O'CONNER, AND U. 
S. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE CLARKSON FISHER; ALO - PC; OO: NEWARK, 
NK FILE NUMBER 89-278 [FT THREATS AGAINST 
PRESIDENT AND MRS. RONALD REAGAN, AND VICE PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH; 
PPSAKA - PC; 00: NEWARK, NK FILE NUMBER 175C~141. 


RE BOSTON TEL TO PHOENIX, 3/6/89. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF BOSTON AND MFO, U. S. SUPREME COURT 


PAGE TWO DE PX 0009 UNCLAS 


JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O'CONNER NO LONGER RESIDES IN THE PHOENIX, 


ARIZONA AREA SINCE HER APPOINTMENT TO THE U. S. SUPREME COURT. 


JUSTICE O' CONNER NOW MAINTAINS RESIDENCE IN THE WASHINGTON, 
D. C., METROPOLITAN AREA. 

AS A RESULT, WMFO SHOULD ENSURE THAT THE APPROPRIATE 
NOTIFICATION IS MADE TO JUSTICE O'CONNER CONCERNING CONTENTS OF 
REFERENCED TEL. 
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FORMS. TEXT HAS 1 DOCUMENT 

INBOX.1 (#922) te 
TEXT: 

VZCZCBSO006 

RR HQ NK PX WMFO 

DE BS #0006 0652244 

ZNB UUUUU 

R 0622112 MAR 89 

FM FBI BOSTON (894-439) (RUC) 
TO DIRECTOR FBI/ROUTINE/ 

FBI NEWARK (NK 894-278 AND 175. 
FBI PHOENIX/ROUTINE/ 

FBI WMFO/ROUTINE/ 

Br 

UNCLAS 


CITE: //3090// 


PASS: ATTN: sf PERSONAL CRIME SECTION; CID. 


b6 
b7C 


SUBJECT: HREATS AGAINST U.S. SENATOR 
EDWARD KENNEDY; SUPREME COURT JUSTICE SONDRA DAY O'CONNER, AND 


U.S. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE CLARKSON FISHER; ALO-PC; 00: NEWARK, 


NG FILE NUMBER 89-278; SSSSCSC=*dTEREAS' AGAINST 


PRESIDENT AND MRS. RONALD REAGAN, AND VICE PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH; 


b7c 


PAGE TWO DE BS 0006 UNCLAS 
PPSAKA~PC; 00: NEWARK, NK FILE NUMBER 1750-141. 


RE NEWARK TELETYPE TO THE DIRECTOR DATED SEPTEMBER 23.2088 


FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU NEWARK,, PHOENIX, AND WMFO, UNITED 
nical 


STATES SECRET SERVICE AGENT: MASSACHUS: ’ 


= 
ADVISED THAT A PI EA i DIVERSION AGREEMENT WAS ENTERED INTO 


UNDER STRICT SUPERVISION BY THE U.S. DISTRICT COURT, NEWARK, NEW 
JERSEY; ON JANUARY 31, 1989, ACCORDING TO SPECIAL aceny] | 


se 


ADVISED THAT AN INDEPTH EVALUATION COULD BE OBTAINED FROM THEIR 
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY OFFICE. 
LEADS: WMFO AT WASHINGTON, D.C. WILL NOTIFY U.S. CAPITAL 
POLICE AND SUPREME COURT POLICE OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
a 
PHOENIX AT PHOENIX, ARIZONA, WILL ENSURE APPROPRIATE 
NOTIFICATION TO SUPREME COURT JUSTICE SONDRA DAY O'CONNER OF THE 


———a 


NEWARK AT TRENTON, NEW JERSEY, WILL NOTIFY THE APPROPRIATE 


AUTHORITIES WITH REGARD TO THETSS=*Sd 
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BOSTON AT BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, WILL NOTIFY THE U.S. 


SENATOR KENNEDY'S OFFICE OF THE Status oFr[_| 
Br 
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INBOX.1 (#1340) 
TEXT: 
VZCZCWMO048 
RR HQ NK 
DE WM #0048 1322203 
4 
Z2NR UUUUU 
R 1221532 MAY 89 
ro 
FM FBL WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD(9A-5844) (P) (€-4) 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI /ROUTINE/ 
FBI, NEWARK /ROUTINE/ 
‘Br 
| bé6 
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CITE: //3920// 


PASS: VIOLENT CRIMES UNIT - CID 


SUBJECT: MRS. WANCY REAGAN-VICTIM; SENATOR 
EDWARD KENNEDY-VICTIM; ASSOCIATE JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O”“CONNOR- 
VICTIM; PRESIDENT Konatp ® AGAN-VICTIM; VICE PRESIDENT GEORGE 
BUSH-VICTIM; EXTORTION a) 00: NEWARK 
RE: BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL SAC“S DATED 10/28/88. 
| WMFO TT TO THE DIRECTOR AND NEWARK DATED 2/9/89. ( 
THE U.S. CAPITOL POLICE, WASHINGTON, D.C. HAVE REQUESTED THE 


RESULTS OF THE FBI INVESTIGATION IN CAPTIONED MATTER SO THAT THEY 


ee 
\ 
oY 
v 
a8 
a 
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| ye (cor oe 


MAY 1.2 1988 
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PAGE TWO DE WM 0048 UNCLAS : 
CAN MAKE A THREAT ASSESSMENT. PURSUANT TO REFERENCED BUREAU 

TELETYPE, RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION MUST BE REPORTED TO FBIHQ 

AND WMFO WITHIN 7 CALENDAR DAYS. 
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175-14#¥ ~Q3 7 


U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Post Office Box 1158 
Newark, New Jersey 07102 


tn Reply, Please Refer i 
File Now eerie November 6, 1989 


. b6 
. . bIc 
Ssistant Prosecutor . 


Monmouth County Prosecutor's Office 
Post Office Box 1261 
Freehold, New Jersey 07728-1261 


Re:_ St. 


is follows a telephone call between Special Agent (SA) bé 
jof this office and you on November 6, 1989, That + Bre 
conversation related to a subpoena served upon the SA 


directing the production of certain documents contained in FBI 
investigative files at a state criminal trial. : 


As you were advised, copies of the following documents 
are being released to you pursuant to this subpoena: 


FD 302 reflecting an interview of[___]|by -b6 
(sas) ana[_— Jon 6/3/88. bre 


2) One FBI Letterhead Memorandum dated 6/15/88, 
reflecting threats made by 


3) One Memorandum from sal sities 
6/21/88. 


4) One letter to the United States Attorney for the 
District of New Jersey dated 8/1/88. 


If you have_an esti oncerning this matter 
Very truly yours, 


John C. Mc Ginley 
Special Agent in Charge 


os 
ega. ounse. 
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ON APR 13; 198i, A. PINK POSTCARD WAS RECEIVED AT RICHMOND FBI 


OFFICE BEARING ..T} STAMP, POSTM 


WEBSTER, 268 


STATEMENT -"DBATH PHREAT: AGAINST NENGY REAGAN’, AND } 


CONTAINED FOLLOWING MESSAG 
| "NANSY REAGAN ’S. LIFE 1S THREATENED BY TEE PRESIDENTIAL OATH. 


r E 


WHICH GUARANTESR! 


LIBERTY IN SIN - THU FORMULA. POR “DEATH. Jawhs 4:15., 


S NATURALIZED- CITIZEN WOMEN FREEDOM IN LUST AND. , 


“PROGR TWO DERE 9606 UNCLAS 
“SwEN WHO GUARANTEE WOMEN FOEEDOM IN LUST AND LIBERTY IN SIN 
"SUFFER PRE CONSEQUENCES.... I.5., DEATZ. ALSO, DEATH BY LUST 
METRORRHEA CARCINOMIC CANCER “AND“ SIW LEUKORREEA LEUXEMIC CANCER s, 
“RONALD REAGAN. GUARANTEES ‘NANCY’ DFABOPICAL LUST. CANCER AND. 
DIABOTICAL SIN GANCER......4 WHORES DEATH & A LESBIANS. DEATH. 
"SUCH A MAN. IS HARDLY QUALIFIED TO BE A LEADER. 
"ACTS 3:22-23". 


; ; 
CARD WAS stewen[ WN LONG HAND WITH BLUS FELE-TIP 
PEN. 
et, Lours prt. apyiszp[ «dT. KNOWN 


WOITR MALE, BORN 


LAST KNOWN wnerss| | 
2 [____]ARRESTED OCT. -12, 1979 BY U.S. POSTAL SERVICE. FOR ees 
ON APR. 13, 1981, aT 12:20PM, sa] SSSCSCS*=«*r SSS, 
RIGHMOND, VA., WAS ADVISED O* FORESOING PY sap AND 
ORIGINAL POSTCARD TURNED OVER TO sf =idusgs, AT 2:55PM. 


st. Lovrs, IF NOT ALREADY BONE, IMMEDIATELY ADVISE USSS, ST. 


ON APR. 13, 1981, 


. 70 THAT OFFICE AS 
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PART I 


SECTION 175. ASSAULTING THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND 
THREATS AGAINST THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 


President or Vice-President (whichever appropriate) of the United States. 


175-2 THREATS AGAINST THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER 
PERSONS PROTECTED BY THE U. S. SECRET SERVICE 


175-2.1 Dissemination of Information Regarding Threats 


(1) Title 18, USC, Section 3056, (in part) authorizes the Secret 
Service, subject to the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, to 
protect the person of the President of the U. S., the members of his 
immediate family, the President-elect, the Vice-President, or other 
officer next in order of succession to the office of the President, and 
the Vice~President-elect, together with a former President, at his request, 
for a reasonable period after he leaves office. Therefore, any information 
indicating the possiblity of an attempt against the person or safety of 
the President or the other persons aforementioned, must be referred 
immediately in accordance with the following: 


(a) Furnish all facts received by the most expeditious 
means of communication {normally by telephone) to the nearest office of the 
Secret Service. When the threat is in the form of a written communication, 
the original of the communication should be given to Secret Service 
locally and two copies suitable for laboratory comparison should be 
forwarded to FBIHQ, one copy for search by the FBI Laboratory and the 
other copy for Secret Service Headquarters in Washington, D. C. 


(b) Similarly furnish the facts to any other local, state, 
or Federal agency having a legitimate interest. 


(c) Immediately prepare a teletype suitable for dissemi- 
nation containing the following: full details of complaint as furnished 
Secret Service and other agencies; identity of Secret Service officer 
notified and date and time of notification; identity of other persons 
notified, together with date and time of notification; and, identity of 
FBI employee who furnished information. 


175-2.2 Other Dissemination to Secret Service Concerning Security of 
the President 


175-2.2.1 Agreement Between FBI and U. S. Secret Service 


An agreement between the FBI and U. S. Secret Service concerning 
protective responsibilities is set out in its entirety in MIOG: Part II, 
Section 18. 


(1) Types of information to be referred under this agreement, 
the Bureau’ will disseminate information to Secret Service falling within 
the following categories: 


f {a) Information concerning attempts, threats, or conspira- 
cies to injure, kill, or kidnap persons protected by Secret Service or 
other U. S. or foreign officials in the U. S. or abroad. 


(b} Information concerning attempts or threats to redress 
a grievance against any public official by other than legal means, or 
attempts personally to contact such officials for that purpose. 
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Ye = YOU WERE VISITED BY— 


TING TO SEE YOU 


{_] RETURNED YOUR CALL [] WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 


83-109 Siesaas SO aN ie Bere) 
Prescribed by 
Fug a) Chip to1-12.6 
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IM ST. LOUTS (175-129) (P) 
TO. DIRECTOR PRIORITY 
ALL FIELD OFFICES ROUTINE VIE 
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BT 
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" CHANGED" 


THREAT AGAINST PRESIDENT PPAGAN ANTY NAMOY RUAGAN, GO: ST. LOUIS. , 
TITLE CHANGED TO IPRENTIFY sussEon[, CAA 
RE ALBANY, RICHMOND, SAN ANTONTO AND SAVANNA TEL TO DIRECTOR, 
APRIL 13, 1981. . 
INFO BEING PROVITED TO ALL TIELD OFFICES DUE TO & RECENT "SERIES 
OF POST CARDS AND LETTERS RECEIVED BY VARIOUS DIVISIONS ADDRESSED TO ¢ 


WILLIAM HOMOSEXUAL WEBSTR, AND steve] : 
[fas BUEN IDENTINIED BY Sf. LOUIS DIVISION AS aah 


“PAGE TWO SL7175-129 UNCLAS © : ; ee 


FOR HARRASSMENT, CHARGES NOLLE. PROSSED, 


UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE AGH mL st. LOUIS 


OFPICH, ADVISED ON APRIL 13, 1981 OF LETTERS sen? By[ ‘| 


rinst avsd «M0, cous ives) 
[AND 1S cooRDINATING acTION AcarNst[ | WITH UNITED 


STATES SECRET SERVICE. 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 
- FOR INFO ALBANY, ST. LOUIS INDICES NEGATIVE Ru THE SUMMIT. 


LIGHTHOUSE, INCORPORATED, Ct | 
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ate’ 


Information concerning: (nclude NARCOTICS MATTERS here and in the TOTAL for “ALL MATTERS” 
column on Form FD-371.) 


be 
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Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page Number: SAT ~B/- / 


clusion of the investigation. 


C from informants 


ta fon complainants or other sources 
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Information furnished to: [i Aanf SF [| b7c 
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ATTEMPTED PRESIDENTIAL ASSASSINATION ee 


NEWS ARTICLES 


April 5, 4, 1981 


DAILY PRESS SUMMARY FOR THE DIRECTOR \h 
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THE OFFICE OF sore 
"AND PU fic AFFAIRS 
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ATTEMPTED PRESIDENTIAL ASSASSINATION 
NEWS ARTICLES 
APRIL 6, 1981 


APRIL 5, 1981 
"DAY OF THE JACKAL" PAGE 
A recounting of the day the President was shot. FBI mentioned. 
Washington Post, A-1l: 1-6 


THE SUSPECT 


: . : b6 
Profiles 4 a is accused of attempting to pre 
assassinate Pres agan. 


New York Times, A- L, A-32; New York Daily News, 3,55; Washington 
Post, A-1; Washington Star, A-l: 7-23 


“BIZARRE BULLETS" 


A_leqal "loophole" is used to make the explosive bullets used 6 
yf din his assassination attempt of the President. b7c 
Washington Star, A-8: 24-25 


GUN INCIDENT 
The FRI failed to notify the Secret Service whenf 
was arrested in Nashville. 
Washington Star, A-l: 26-27 
"LIVELY" 


President Reagan is reported to be lively and alert as he (carries 
on business of the White House. PRI mentioned. 


Washington Post, A-1l: 28 
EDITORIALS 
Editorials on the security of the President. FBI mentioned. 


New York Times, E-1L; New York Daily News, 57; Washington Post, C1; 
Washington Star, G-3: 29-33 


APRIL 4, 1981 


THR BULLET 


Reports on the exploding "Devastator" bullets used in the 
assassination attempt. 


New York Times, 8; New York Daily News , 3; Washington Post, A-1; 
Washington Star, A-l: 34-38 


Cees undergoing psychiatric tests ata be 
Federal prison in North Carolina. FBI mentioned. bic 


New York Times, 8; New York Daily News, 4; Washington Post, A-l; 
Washington Star, A-1l, A-6: 39-46 


SETBACK 


President Reagan ran a 101 degree fever after a partial collapse 
and inflammation of his injured lung. FBI mentioned. 


Washington Post, A-1: 47-48 


0-19 (Rev. 8-20-79) 


The Day of the Jackal in Washington - 


By Lou Cannon 
‘Washington Post Btatf Writer 

Tt began as an ordinary spri day in 
Washington: light showers, the tsual lines of 
tourists at the White House, a routine speech 
by the president, 

Then, gunfire. For six hours the nation 
watched and wondered. Would the president, 
live? Would he survive and be disabled? 
Would the nation be plunged into constitu- 
onal crisis? 

It was 2:24 p.m. Monday, March 31, Mi- 
chael K. Deaver wasn’t supposed to be at the 
Washington Hilton, He was supposed to be 


back in the White House working on the 
~ president’s schedule. But it was a busy day 
at the office for chief of staff James A. Baker 
TH, and Deaver, his deputy, had volunteered 
to go in his place with President Reagan 
when he addressed the Building Trades 
Council. 
No one noticed the gunman before the 
firing began. No one particularly saw him, or 


sew he was there. On the sidewalk outside 
she lower entrance to the Washington Hilton, 
a Secret Service agent gave the routine radio 
signal that all was clear. 

Tt was 2:25 p.m. Deaver will never forget 
what happened next, 

“The president and I were walking out 
together,” he recalls. “The press started ask- 
ing their usual questions, I turned and 


moved [James S.] Brady up because he was 
the press secretary. I took three steps, then 
the first shot went over my right shoulder. I 
knew what it was. I ducked down, with the 
help of a shove from a Washington police- 
man, who also was dropping to the ground. I 
smelled the powder. I never saw the gun- 
man,” 

Secret Service agent Jerry Parr, head of 


the presidential detail, never saw the gun- 
man, either. The gunman was shielded by 
the crowd. 

Secret Service agents had looked over this 
crowd, as they always do. It is not easy to 
spot a concealed gunman in a friendly crowd. 
Thirty seconds before the president arrived 
at the hotel, Parr had received a favorable 
situation report. 

“Rawhide follow to Rawhide advance,” he 
said, using the code word for the president. 
“Situation report?” 


“Situation. negative” the advance 
agent replied. 

‘The quiet ended in the rapid fire of 
@ handgun and screama from the 


And one shot, the shot that did the 
most struck White House 
Press secretary Brady over the lefi 
eye, penetrating his brain. Brady fell, 
wath blood gushing ron hi head. An. 

vance nan, Ric! put a. 
white. handkerchief under Brady's 
heed, Kt quickly turned red with 


Jn a matter of seconds Parr had’ 
shoved Reagan into the limousine and 
pulled the door shut. He commanded 
the driver, Drew Unrue, to pull away,” 
and the presidential limousine sped 
from the scene. A staff control car, 
with Deaver inside, followed. 


“You son-of-a-bitch, you broke my 
rib,” Reagan said to Parr inside the 
limousine. He was joking, but he was 
hurting from the blow. 

Later in the week the president 
would tell Deaver that he hadn’t real- 
ized he had been hit by a bullet but 
that he certainly knew he had been 
hit. | 

“Tt was a blow like I never felt,” 
Reagan said. “It was like someone. 
hitting me with a hammer as hard as’ 
ear not knoming that the pres 

‘arr, not ‘s it. presi- 
dent had been shot, originally ordered 
the limousine to retum to the White, 
House. But’ when he eaw Reagen 
coughing blood, the bright-red oxygen- 
ated blood that comes from the hing, 
he and the president thought a rib 
had been broken by the protective, 
shove, Par told Unrue to drive to 

ge Washington University Hospi- 
tal instead of the White House. He 
radioed the control car and told 

. Deaver where he was going. . 


Exec AD Adm. 
Exec AD inv. 
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At the Hospital 


At the shooting scene, agents had’ - 
overwhelmed a young blond man later - 
identified as John Warnock Hinckley _ 
dr. They piled him into a police car 
and took him away. . 

Before the limousine reached the 
hospital, nurses had cleared space in 
the resuscitation bay for the shooting 
victims. A first radio message has told 
them there has been a shooting and 
that “some men” have been hurt. A 
second message informed them that 
one was the president of the United 
States. : 

At 2:35 p.m. the limousine arrived 
at George Washington. Reagan was 
feeling pain i ls ghost gad as hav- 
ing difficulty breathing. got out 
of the car, D.C. paramedic Roberto 
Hernandez recognized the limousine. 
On inaugural day he had been as- 
signed to the ambulance that followed 


. the new president around Washing- 


ton, . 
“T literally froze,” Hernandez said. 
aoe 4 dice’ believe what I was 
Fe y seeing. I noti @ lool 
very pale and he had an apprehensive 
look about him....The stare in his 
eyes was like he was in a slight daze.” 
Reagan got out of the car. He 
waiked to the emergency room, his 
face drawn, Par’s arm around him. 
Incredibly, no one had thought to 
order a stretcher to be ready for him. 
When the president entered the emer- 
gency room, he fell to one knee. 
nea 
The Washington Post 
Washington Star-News 
Daily News (New York) 
The New York Times 
The Wall Street Journal 


The Atlanta Constitution 


The Los Angeles Times 


FBIOOS 
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“1 can’t breathe,” he said. 
For a moment the workers in the 
resuscitation bay were stunned. “Is 


Deaver said, referring to the Dalles 


hospital where John F. Kennedy was . 
taken. 


But Deaver, a short, quiet, patient 
man who knows Reagan better than 
anyone on the White House staff and 
was treated like a son by him, was 
busy with other matters. Cool and 
collected, Deaver found a telephone 
bay outside the emergency ward and 
called the White House. He reached 
Margaret Tutwiler, the secretary to 
chief of staff Baker. 

“Keep this line open, Margaret,” he 
aaid, “There's been a shooting, and 
the president’s hurt. We don’t think 
he was hit, but he may have broken a 
rib? 


ei 
At the White House 


Pa haa tana 
At the White House they already 
Imew about the shooting. But they 
did not know much about what had 
happened or that the president had 
deen shot. . 


Baker had been working in his of- 
fice through the morning. At 1 p.m. 
he went to the White House mesa to 
eat his usual lunch: a tunafish salad 
sandwich and buttermilk. Brady and 
his deputy, Larry Speakes, were fin- 
ishing their hnch as Baker and Tut- 
wiler arrived. They exchanged pleas- 

——— 


antries, and Brady said he was going 
‘to the Hilton for Reagan’s speech, 
‘The firat word at the White House 
that something had gone wrong came 
in a telephone call from David Pros- 


peri, an assistant press secretary. He . 


wag at the scene where the shots were 
fired, and he saw Brady go down. 
Prospeti rushed into the hotel and 
grabbed the first telephone he found. 
Te was a charge phone, 90 he gave the 
operator the White House press office 
number and billed the call to his. 


meeting with other White House aides 
gn the Roosevelt Room on the auto- 


ee... president has been shot at 


"S and. Brady has been hit,” Prosperi 


said. 

“Thanks,” Speakes replied, and 
shung up. From the look on his face 
the others in the room Imew it was @ 


crisis. 
“T don’t know what it tooked like, 
but it hit pretty hard,” Speakes said. 
Ahern began to weep. 
__ White House staff, director David 
R. Gergen wes coming out of the 
-same meeting Speakes had attended. 
"The first instinct of both was to walk 
out on the colonade and watch the 
~motorcade return, which they ex- 
pected momentarily. Instead, Speakes 
telephoned Jack Wamner of the Secret 
Service. Warner knew something had 
happened, but did not have the de- 


Gergen ran down the corridor to 
Baker’s office with the news. He burst 
_into the office, almoat knocking down 
Tutwiler, who -had her back against 
the door. 
Gergen went to find White House 


- gounselor Edwin Meese Hil, the prest- 


dent’s top aide, who was with his dep- 
uty, Craig Fuller. They already knew. 
Baker ran down to the Secret Service 
_ command post in the basement to 
find out what had happened, It was 
about 2:35 pam,, the time of Reagan’s 


axtivel at the hospital. 


Atthe Hotel _ 


_—_— eee 
Back at the Hilton, the ambulances 
had bore away the wounded men, 
Jeaving behind the remnants of the 
shooting: an umbrella, a dropped 
‘briefcase, the bloody sidewalk grate 
where Brady fell. 
* Prosperi, knowing that the presi- 
dential limousine had started out for 
the White House, mistakenly believed 
the president had arrived there, and 
a0 informed the press. One eyewitness, 
Ramon Flores, attempted to convince 


skeptical reporters thet Reagan had 
een hit. He shrugged his shoulders 
when they did not believe him. 
At the Hospital 
Within minutes at George Washing- 
ton the resucitation area was crowded 
with members of the trauma team 
and Secret Service agents. As Dr. 
Dennis O'Leary related later, a nurse 
trying to take Reagan’s blood pressure 
could not hear through the stetho- 
scope because of the din and had to 
take it by feeling the pulse in 
Reagan’s arm. It was.only about 75 — 
low enough to signal that the presi- 
dent was in danger of shock. 


OO: co team members in- 
Can intravenous tube and began 
running fluid into the president's 
veins. They took blood samples to 
measure the blood oxygen content and 
to match Reagan's blood for a trans- 
fusion, Meanwhile, they called for O- 
negative blood, the type that can be 
given to anyone. Reagan's blood type 
is O-positive. 
. Dr. Joseph M. Giardano, the sur- 
. geon who heads the trauma team, was 
among the first to respond to the 
page, and he saw Reagan within five 
minutes of his arrival. By then, the 
preaident’s blood pressure had risen to 
100, but he was coughing up blood, 
his breathing was fast and labored, 
and the surgeons had discovered the 
alitdike wound under his left arm. 
Giardano said that the likelihood of 


a collapsed lung and the danger that ~ 


Reagan might be bleeding from his 

heart or a major blood vessel made it 

ay to insert a chest tube at 
ce, 


Outside the resuscitation bay, 
Deaver and aide David Fisher kept 
the télephone lines open to the White 
House. Deaver hed Nancy Reagan 
called immediately. He also asked 
‘Tutwiler to tell his secretary to call 
his wife, Carolyn, and tell het that he 
‘was unharmed, ver’s secretary, 
Shitley Moore, had already done a 

Meanwhile, Brady and McCarthy 
had arrived at the hospital, and Dela- 
hanty had been taken to Washington 
Hospital Center, Brady looked, bad 
ne blood pressure was dangerous- 

igh. To the edics, McCarths 
Tooked best of i “ ° 

‘Are you stil wih us?” a fellow 
agent as! im. “Oh, yes,” McC: 
quickly replied, “ arty 

t 2:36 p.m. Mrs. Reagan arrived 
at the hospital. She wanted to see her 
husband immediately, but was told by 
Deaver that she could not. When she 
did get to see him, he greeted her 


with a line that rhay become a classic: 
“Honey, I forgot to duck,” 


At the White House 


At the White House, events moved 
swiftly. Tutwiler bad left the first 
White House line open for Deaver, 
then she rounded up Baker, Meese, 
Gergen, Speakes and communications 
dizector Frank Ursomarso, who were 
jn a hall beyond the Oval Office, She 
told them Deaver was on the tele- 
phone. . 

Baker went into his office and took 
one phone. Meese picked up the other 
phone on the same line. Baker was at 
his desk. Deaver told them that the 
president had been shot. 

“Shit,” said Meese. 

“Oh, Jeaus,” said Baker. 

Both men moved swiftly to do what 
was necessary. They agreed that the 
vice president had to be called. and 
that the Cabinet should asyemble in 
the White House Situation Room. 

Secretary of State Alexander M. 
Haig Jr. had called, and Baker called 
him back. 

“It's very important how we handle 
this world-wide,” Haig told Baker, 
who agreed. 

Treasury Secretary Donald T. 
Regan was the first Cabinet officer to 
reach Baker’s office. Treasury is the 
boas of the Secret Service, and Regan 
had been told of the incident within 
two minutes of its occurrence. Regan 
was on a long distance call from Los 
Angeles when the call came, and he 
hung up and went immediately by car 
across the street to the White House. 

At the hospital, Deaver put White 
House physician Daniel Ruge on the 
open line, and Baker took notes on 
what Ruge told him: “He [the presi- 
dent] has received a chest wound in 
the left chest. He is in stable condi- 
tion. The blood pressure and pulse is 
okay. He is alert and fighting. Next 
stop could be the operating room. You 
ought to get right over here.” 

Haig arrived. Later, at the State 
Department, a spokesman announced 
that Baker and Meese had left the 
White House by the time Haig got 
there. It was an incorrect _announce- 
ment. Regan, Baker and Tutwiler all 
remember that Haig artived just be- 
fore Baker and Meese left the office. 

They talked briefly, and Meese and 
Baker agreed that Haig would be the 
“contact point” at the White House 
while they were at the hospital. No 
one said anything about anyone being 
“in control.” But there was a brief 
discussion of the 25th Amendment, 
providing for presidential succession, 
because no one knew how badly 


sean hurt, Bush would be back 


by the time they knew, everyone 


pital. Speakes and Lyn Nofziger were 

0! ris & 
who proved a composed 
day's crisis, He offered to help be- 
cause “Brady is out af commission,” 
and everyone was happy to have him. 
He and Speakes are old adversaries, 
but they buried their differences on 
that Hoot day. and t 

ie Bi G int . 
ernmenta! relations aide Rich Wil- 
Hamson went down to the Situation 
Room in the White House basement. 

At the hospital Deaver alternated 
his time between Nancy Reagan and 
the telephones. The grim mood was 
lightened on one occasion when @ hos- 
pital clerk with a green form in his 
hand ran around trying to get some 
information on the patient. “Who is 
he?” the clerk wanted to Inow. 

“R-e-a-g-a-n,” Deaver spelled out. 

“You are kidding,” the clerk said. 

“Pm not kidding,” said Deaver. 

Meanwhile Dr. Neofytos T, dean 
garis, oapital’s acting chief of 
staff, had been summoned from a 
meeting by a brief announcement: 
“The president of the United States is 
in the emergency room.” is 
said be quickly realized that three 
separate operating rooms, one for each. 
shooting victim, must be readied at 
once with nurses, technicians and 
equipment, p and 

ft was now 3:20 pm. Reagan 
was being prepared for surgery. He 
had an oxygen mask over his face 
when Baker saw him, but winked at 
his chief of staff. 

At 330 pm, approximately 45 
minutes after he was been brought to 
the hospital, he was wheeled to the 
operating room. His bleeding had 
slowed somewhat, and he had received 
a transfusion of five units of blood. 

“Please tell me you're Republicans,” 
he joked to the masked surgical team 
surrounding him. 


about a quart of salt solution to deter- 
mine whether any bullets had pene- 


4 the abdominal cavity 
bleeding there. When sucked | 


again, the fluid was clear, indicat- 


ing no abdominal injuries. 
A report was given to Baker and 
iting room, 


, , Borowski 

;. turned on his right side and redraped 
for the more major operation, the to- © 
racotomy. Assisted by Dr. Kathleen 
Cheyne ey, Dr. Benjamin L. Aaron cut 
@ si-inch incision through the akin 
perallel with the ribs, extending hori- 
zontally from below the left arm to- 
ward the center of the chest. Then he 
used retractors to spread the ribs 


epart. 

Aaron said he could feel splintering 
of the seventh rib where the bullet 
had nicked it and ricocheted into the 
chest. Outside the left Jung, he founc 
a large blood clot, and, after he re 


‘pulled it out. Then he removed some 
of the dead lung tissue, inserted a 
drain into the bullet's track, and 
closed the ‘incisions. The president 
hed been in the operating room for 
3% hours, and apparently was out of 
danger. With a breathing tube in his 
throat, and. still on a@ respirator, the 
President was taken to the recovery 
room. . 

. _ There had been anxious moments 
for Nancy Reagan during this opera- 
tion, moments she spent in a small 
private office the hospital made avail- 
able to her and in the chapel, where 
she met Sarah Brady, whose husband 
had been erroneously declared dead in 
mid-afternoon reports on all three 
television networks. 

For 53 minutes after the shooting 
bot much was known at the White 
House press office. It wasn't until 3:18 
p.m, that communications director 
‘Ursomargo stood on veteran press aide 

, Connie Gerrard's chair in the upper 
press office to tell a packed crowed of 
reporters that Reagan had been shot. 


3 


and ” 


“Every télevision set waa are on QQ 7 vice presidents chief legislation 


eg staff and reporters watched relay 


alight. 

Some aides wept for their fallen 
press secretary. It was pouring rain 
‘outside now, and correspondent: who 
usually would have broadcast from 
the White House lawn stood on chairs 
in the briefing room to get above the 
heads of their milling colleague and 
taiked to fill air time. 


George Washington hospital that the 
president was shot once in the left 
side this afternoon as he left the hotel. 
His condition is etable. ’ 

“A decision is now being made 
whether or not to operate to remove 
the bullet, The White House and the 
vice president are in communication. 

* And the vice president is now en 
route to Washington.” 


, On Air Foree Two 


Peal ita Na Sie alee 

Going to Washington had not been 
George Bush’s plan. On a day of rou- 
tine politicking, he had slipped into 
his blue, Eisenhower-style official 
flight jacket, buckled his seatbelt and 
settled back for a moment of relax- 
ation as his plane took off from Fort 
Worth at 2:41 p.m. EST for a short 
hop to Austin, 

Behind him was a speech to cattle- 
men and the dedication of the former 
Hotel Texas es a national monument 
—it was the hotel where John F. 
Kennedy had spent his last night be- 
fore that fatal trip to Dallas. Ahead, 
in Austin, awaited an address to the / 
"Texas Legislature and a news confer- - 


ence. 

. Air Force Two was still climbing, a 
couple of minutes later, when Edward 
Pollard, head of the vice president's 
Secret. Service detail, took an urgent 

from the Fort Worth office. 
He was told of the assassination at- 
tempt, and was told that the presi- 
dent had not been hit. And he also 
was informed, incorrectly, that two 
Secret Service agents were down. Pol- 
lard immediately relayed this message 
to Bush. 4 
Bush nodded quietly and began 
talking of the possibility of shortening 
his Austin stopover. The telephone 
line flashed again. This time it was 
Bush's press secretary, Peter Teéley, 
with a message identical to the one 
Pollard hed given. 


le, Robert V. Thompson, rushed 


~ back to the VIP section in mid-plane 


and announced to the assembl 
Bush sides and three Texas ee 
‘men that an attempt had been made 
oa the president’s life. 
Up front, at 3:04 pm, Haig tele- 
Bush. There is no secure tele- 


phone line to Air Force Two, and 
Haig was guarded in his communica- 
tion. He also had a very poor connec- 
tion. i 

“T think you should come directly 
back to Washington,” Haig said. 
“There's been an incident.” He also 
told Bush that he would be sending 
him a message over the coded Telex 
machine that is the only secure chan- 
nel of communications between Air 
Force Two and the ground. 

Bush hung up and tumed to his 
aides, “We are going directly back to 
Washington,” he said. “I just spoke to 
Haig.” It was a quarter of an hour 
later before he leamed what had hap- 
pened. 

“Mr. Vice President, in the incident 
you will have heard about by now, the 
president was struck in the back,” the 
Telex from Haig said. “Medical au- 
thorities are deciding now whether or 
not to operate. Recommend you re- 
tum to D.C. at earliest possible mo- 
ment.” 

Quickly, the word was passed 
through the plane. House Majority 
Leader Jim Wright (D-Tex.) walked 
into the front cabin, and Bush tuned 
to him and said, “Why in the world 
would anybody shoot a man like Ron- 
ald Reagan?” 

Air Force Two did not have enough 
fuel on board to make it to Washing- 
ton nonstop, so the plane landed in 
Austin as scheduled, but only for refu- 
eling. Bush stayed on board, sipping 
on a diet cola and saying very little. 


At the White House 


At the White House, Cabinet mem- 
bers and other high White House offi- 
cials assembled in the Situation 
Room: Attorney General William 
French Smith, Defense Secretary 
Caspar W. Weinberger, Tranaporta- 
tion Secretary Drew Lewis, National 
Security Council staff director Richard 
V. Allen, domestic adviser Martin An- 
derson, CIA Director William J, 
Casey, counsel Fred Fielding. Hours 
later, Commerce Secretary Malcolm 
Baldrige would arrive, = 

‘There were so many people rushing 
back and forth that Allen tried to 
close the door to the Situation Room 
to keep some of the staff members 
out. Allen put a tape recorder on the 
table in the center of the room along 
with another that was already there. 


me knew they were talking for 
posterity, but others didn’t even no- 
tice the Yecorders. What the men in 

_ the Situation Room wanted to know 
were three things: how badly was the 

President’ hit? Was the shooting a 

conspiracy or an individual act? 

Would Brady survive? 

While first reports from the hospi- 
tal seemed to be positive, everyone in 
the Situation Room wes aware that 
the president was 70 years old and 
faced major surgery. They were trying 
to prepare for every contingency. 

Smith and Fielding briefed the 
Cabinet members on constitutional 
succession and on the 26th Amend- 
ment, which spells out the procedures 
for the vice president's assuming office 
in case of presidential disability. The 
Teview was brief, because the Cabinet 
members spent much of the time on 
the telephone and, like millions of 
afer Americans, before the television 
set, 

Of those in the Situation Room, 
Smith Imew Reagan best. He is 
Reagan’s long-time attorney, a charter 
member of the “kitchen cabinet” and 
@ close friend. He also has jurisdiction 
over the FBI, and was on the tele- 
phone immediately, checking on 
Hinckley i 

e readout from the showed 
that. the suspect. carried abl shone 
cards in his pocket, which convinced 
them that he probably was acting on 
his own. 

Smith was outwardly calm, but his 
thoughts, Ike Deaver’s, went back to 
the day John F, Kennedy was shot 
and the pall it cast over the nation. 
He was relieved to hear that Reagan 
was trying out one-liners on the doc- 
tors, knowing, as he would say later, 
“that this was a sign of normalcy.” 

Weinberger had been told by his 
secretary that he was wanted at the 
Situation Room. At first, he couldn't 
find a ‘car, and thought of taking a 
taxi, but CIA Deputy Director Bobby 
fear vein pis, and he of- 
fel e the defense secre 
ten white poe. pabn 

en Weinberger arrived, Haig was 

making telephone calls on ate 
secure phone in the Situation Room. 
Weinberger stepped outside té call 
Gen. David Jones, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. They discussed 
the combat-readiness of American 
forces, and Weinberger, after receiving 
unspecified classified information on a 
little white slip of paper, directed 
Jones to order “a little higher state of 
readiness,” but one that was short of a 
full alert. 


Other Cabinet members were mak- 

ing similar determinations in their 
. areas of responsibility. 

Regan told Treasury Undersecre- 
tary for Monetary Affairs Beryl 
Sprinkel to tell the Federal Reserve 
that the dollar should be supported 
on foreign exchange markets. After- 
ward, Regan described his action as “a 
normal procedure that has been done 
before” when some crisis threatens the 
dollar's value. 

The order meant that the Federal 
Reserve bought dollars with other cur- 
tencies, though not in massive 
amounts. 

The attention of the officials in the 
Situation Room then tumed to the 


television set, which showed Speakes 
in the press room fending off ques- 
tions. He hadn't been told much, and 
some of the questions concerned pos- 
sible emergency actions the nation 
was taking in the crisis. He was asked 
the key question of whether the US. 
military had been placed on higher 
readiness. 

“Not that I'm aware of,” Speakes 
teplied. ae 

His response drew criticism from 
both Weinberger and Haig, bur the 
secretary of state was especially agi- 
tated. He said that “the next time 
someone opens their, yap” they had 
etter make gure that what they are 
saying is true. Weinberger then left 
the room to make a telephone call. 

“We've got a problem, and it’s 
now,” Haig said, turning to Allen. “We 
had better go upstairs and get this 
straightened cut.” 

Haig and Allen double-timed up- 
stairs to the press room, which the 
secretary of state, who had undergone 
open-heart surgery, later thought 
might have accounted for his subse- 
quent shaky appearance on television. 
He reached the briefing podium at 
4:14 pm. 

In a voice cracking with emotion, he 
told the nation and the world: “I just 
wanted to touch upon a few matters 
associated with today’s tragedy. First, ; 
as you know, we are in close touch { 
with the vice president, who ism return- 
ing to Washington ....We have in- 
formed our friends abroad of the situ- 
ation, the president’s condition, as we 
kmow it fist stable, now undergoing 
surgery. And there are absolutely no 
alert measures at this time that we're 
contemplating.” 


tionally, gentlemen, you have the | 
president, the vice president and the 


secretary of state, in that order, and 
should the president decide he wants 
to transfer the helm to the vice presi- 
dent, he will do so. He bas not done 
that. As of now, I am in contro! here, 
in the White House, pending return of 


the vice president and in close touch | 


with him. If something came up, I 
would check with him, of course.” 

Haig’s appearance astounded Baker 
and Meese, who were watching at the 
hospital. And it flabbergasted Haig’s 
colleagues in the Situation Room, 
none of whom had been consulted 
before he left on his self-appointed 
mission. 

“What's Al doing up there?” asked 

wis, 

Weinberger, returning from his tele- 


phone call to Jones, looked up and 
saw Haig on the screen and asked, 


“Why are they running that old tape 1 


of Al Haig?” 

Tt’s not a tape, he was told. Haig’s 
up there. 

“He can’t be, he was right here,” 
said Weinberger, still disbelieving. As 
he watched, Haig told reporters in the 
briefing room that no change in mili- 
tary alert procedures was contem- 


plated. 

Weinberger knew that this was un- 
true because he had just ordered the 
increased state of readiness, but had 
done so without telling Haig. 

When Haig returned to the briefing 
room, Weinberger was waiting. In a 
dramatic moment of angry but con- 
trolled confrontation, Weinberger de- 
manded that Haig explain why he 
had said what he had in the briefing 
toom. The two men kept their voices 
down, but their differences were clear 
and sharp. Despite Haig’s announce- 
ment, Weinberger told him, he had 
increased the readiness of American 
military forces. 

“That's just what I said we weren’t 
doing” Haig said. 

“I didn’t know you were going up 
there,” Weinberger replied, adding 
that he didn’t think it “was appropri- 
ate” for Haig to be going before the 
television cameras in the manner he 
had done. For good measure, he also 
seid that Haig hed misstated the 
order of presidential succession, 
prompting Haig to respond: “You 
should read the Constitution.” 


Afterward, both Haig and Weinber- }' 


ger would try to minimize the ex- 
change, which lasted only a few 
minutes. Haig responded to criticisms 
of his appearance by saying that he 
was winded from running up the 


stairs. 

“I may have been quivery, but P've 
been through 50 times worse than 
that,” he said, 


q 
ow At the Hospital s* 


At the hospital, Haig’s impromptu 
briefing was one of the bad moments 


for the watching White House aides. |: 


An even worse one came in the press 
room when the television networks 
incorrectly announced Brady's death. 
Some aides were furious. Others wept 
silently as they continued to work. 

Baker, however, knew better than 
the networks. He had just had a re- 
port that Brady was holding his own, 
and he called the Situation Room and 
told them fo disregard the report. 
Hospital interns who heard the re- 
ports asked the surgeon operating on 
Brady if he badn’t heard that his pa- 
tient was dead, 

At about 4:30 p.m. former president 
Richard M. Nixon called the hospital, 
asking for Nancy Reagan. She was 
unable to come to the telephone, but 
Baker did. 

“Please convey my concern that I 
Imow is shared by all Americans,” 
Nixon said. 

At 5:20 pm. the bullet was re- 


moved from the president and the |” 


medical reports were positive. Baker 
called the Situation Room and told 
them they didn’t have to worry them- 
selves any more with the 25th 
Amendment. 

Meese called the vice president, 
whose plane was still an hour out of 
Washington. 

Cradling the phone in his cabin 
after he received the news, Bush 
turned to his aides and said, “The 
bullet's been removed. The operation 
‘was a success, The president is fine.” 

Tt was now agreed at the hospital 
that the president’s top aides should 
split up. And it was also agreed that 
any further briefings on the presi- 
dent’s condition should be by the doc- 
tors, even though this meant keeping 
the press waiting for another hour. 

Deaver and Nofziger, whose experi- 
ence was an asset in White House 
press relations, remained at the hospi- 
tal, where Nofeiger related the first of 
the Reagan jokes in surgery. Meese 


went to the vice president’s residence: 
to brief Bush upon his arrival. 

Meese met Bush at the residence, 
and together they rode in an armored 
limousine back to the White House. 
Meese had sent a helicopter for the 
vice president to Andrews Air Force 
Base, and a Bush aide had suggested 
that the chopper fly directly to the 
White House, 

“No, I don’t want to do that,” Bush 
said. “Only the president flies onto'the 
South Lawn.” : 

It was 7 p.m. when Bush arrived in, 
the Situation Room. In rapid-fire 
order Allen ticked off an agenda that 
had been discussed previously: the 
president's health, an update on the 
world intelligence situation, the status 
of U.S, military forces, the status of 
what the press and public had been 
told, the status of information given 
privately to members of Congress, the 
outlines of the statement which had 
been drafted for Bush, the question of 


whether it wes appropriate for Bush 
to visit Reagan at the hospital, infor- 
mation about Mrs. Reagan and the 
family, the cancellation of Bush's 
planned trip to Geneva and an update 
on the next day’s schedule, which 
Bush would fulfill. : 

At 7:30 pm, with Brady still 
fighting for his life, Dr. Dennis 
O'Leary, clinical dean of George 
Washington, briefed the press. 

At 845 pm. Meese, Baker and 
Weinberger met in Baker’s office for a 
drink and a discussion of the next 
day. 

At about this time, Nancy Reagan 
left. the hospital with their son, Ron, 
and his wife, Doria, In a corridor, she 
encountered the parenta of the 
wounded Secret Service agent, and 
said gratefully that their son had 
saved her husband’s life. McCarthy’s 
father sobbed. Then, on the ground 
floor, she met Brady’s mother, Doro- 
thy, 


“Hi, Nancy,” said Mis, Brady, in a 
manner that was strikingly composed, 
ae are just praying for both of 

em,” 


Nofziger remained at the hospital to 
brief reporters on Brady. At 9:30 p.m. 
he gave the first relatively optimistic 
Teport on Brady's condition. 


At 8:50 pam, the president, with the 
anesthesia worn off, scribbled a note 
to his doctors in the recovery room. 

“All in all, P'd rather be in Philadel- 
phia,” it said, in the words of a fa- 
mous movie line by WA, Fields. 

Everyone laughed. When the mes- 
sage was relayed to the Situation 
Room, Smith said, “I know he’s going 
to be all right.” 

At 8 am. Tuesday, the tubes in 
Reagan’s mouth were removed. ‘The 
president's first. words were about his 
assailant 


it. 
“Boy, what’s his beef?” gan 
asked. fi 
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in History 


By Neil Henry and Chip Brown 
‘Washington Post Staff Writers: 

John Warnock Hinckley Junior, the man ac- 
cused of shooting the president. outside a Wash- 
ington hotel, was born in 1955 and grew up in 
the Highland Park section of North Dallas in a 

| community known as The Bubble, 

The Bubble was built in the early 1900s as a 
| haven for the wealthy. It is a place where housing 
| prices start at $200,000 and the outside world 
seldom intrudes on the lives of governors and 
silver barons who reside there. The emphasis on 
money, status and success is implicit in designer 
shirts and midwinter tans from skiing vacations 
at Vail. 

This is a community of achievers, people who 
have arrived and who are protective of their priv- 
ileges. Nine out of 10 parents hold college de- 
grees. An even higher percentage of their children 
go on to college. But no matter how far afield 


they range, most seem to aspire to return to The 
Bubble. 

To be young here means having a car, spending 
Christmas vacation in the Caribbean, and being 
able to buy penny loafers or Topsiders in 10 dif- 
ferent color. On any given day, a Rolls Royce or 
two idles outside Highland Park High School, 
where students show up early just to gossip in 
their cliques and where prayers are said daily. 
Next, to Christianity, football is the most widely 
practiced religion. “Football” said Gloria ‘Hen- 
nings, a mother whose son was lucky enough to 
make 8 the tearh, “is like being on the inner cabinet 
of My 

John Hinckley was preceded at Highland Park 
High School by an older brother who went on to 
Vanderbilt University, once known as the Har- 
vard of the South, and by an older sister whose 
beauty and popularity as a head cheerleader are 
iby remembered by people who live in The Bub- 

e, 

dchn Hinckley didn’t play football. He didn’t 
excel in his studies. He didn’t have girlfriends to 
aquire to the Friday night pep rallies or the Sat- 
urday night parties or the football games at near- 
by Southem Methodist University. And he didn’t 
go to Vanderbilt. 

Instead, he left The Bubble to enroll at Texas 
Tech in Lubbock where he worked fitfully for 
seven yeats without getting a degree and lived in 
a series of apartments in which there was little 
else but rented TV sets, his guitar, empty ham- 


ae 


¢ ¢ se 
An Aimless Road to a Place 


oe 


burger bags, and a few pieces of furni- 
tie covered with the West Texas 
lust. 

The evolution that began in The. 
Bubble and was played out in the 
seediest, sections of towns across the 
country climaxed in-a violent moment 
one rainy spring aftemoon in Wash- 
ington. In a story that has aspects too 
absurd even for Hollywood — such as 
pawnshops called Snidely Whiplash 
and motels named The Golden Hours 
— John Hinckley left his childhood in 
a fairy tale suburb and embarked on 
a journey that was marked by alien- 
ation, a gun fetish and failure. 

Failure to graduate from college. 
Failure to get a job. Failure to meas- 
ure up to his brother and sister, Fail- 
ure eee we his bie are 
to distinguish life from art. final, 
ly failure to be recognized in the af-: 
tections of teen-aged movie star Jodie 
Foster, for whom he had developed a 
monumental obsession, His odyssey 
ended in what he thought would be- 
the ultimate act of recognition, i 


CHAPTER I: 
TEXAS ROOTS 


John Warnock Hinckley dr. was 
born May 29 in Ardmore, Okla, to Jo 
Ann and John Hinckley Sr, At the 
time, his brother Scott was 5, his sis- 
ter Diane, 2, When John dr. was 4 
years old, the family moved to a 
house on Caruth Street in a commu- 
nity called North University Park 
about six miles north of the center of 
Dallas, It is the stepping stone into 
Highland Park, and together the two 
communities form the Park Cities 
which last November gave Ronald 
Reagan the largest vote of any Dallas 
suburb, 

Hinckley’s father, John Sr. was 
born and reared in Tulsa. His father 
died when he was 2. He studied engi- 
neering at the University of Oklahoma 
and, until he founded the company in 
1970 thet made him a millionaire, he 
worked for a number of small oil 
firms in Oklahoma and Texas. He was 
an archconservative who divided his 
interests between Christianity and free 
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Charles V. Westapher, pastor of St. 
Michael and All Angels Episcopal 
Church, remembers the elder Hinck- 
ley and his wife as church leaders. T 
don’t think they ever missed a Sun- 
day,” he said. “The Hinckleys fit. into 
the pattern of the parish — redneck 
Republican, ultraconservative, as I am, 
A solid family. I can see them in my 
mind’s eye standing there with their 
children around them. There was 
nothing outstanding about John Jr. 
He wasn't an outstanding achiever. 
He was not in trouble. He just fades 
into the mist of time.” : 

Young Hinckley played basketball 
and traded baseball cards with other 
neighborhood hoys as a gradeschooler 
at Armstrong Elementary. But even 
then, there was such a sharp contrast 
with his siblings. He languished in 
their shadows. “He seemed to have an 
inferiority complex,” said Toni John- 
son, a neighbor. “He wes always 80 
quiet. He used to come over for vanil- 
Ja wafers and he would help himself 
and not say a thing. The other Kids 
would always talk more than him. 

Tn 1966, the Hinckley family ar- 
tived in The Bubble, moving into a 
two-story yellow-brick house, with ic 
swimming i and a priva' oke 
machine, in the heart of Highland 
Park, The house was set on Beverly 
Street among the mansions of million- 
aires such as silver magnate Herbert 
Hunt and Texas Governor Bill Clem- 
ents, It was near the jogging path that 
parallels Turde Creek and the azalea- 
lined streets that run past the Dallas 
Country Club where the elder Hinck- 
ley golfed on weekends. . 

Surrounded by Dallas, the residents 
in The Bubble have long been pro- 
tected from social change, from life as 


it is lived in most_other towns and 
cites in America. Crime is minimal, 
and the town’s police force spends 
much of its time simply cruising the 
~streets to remind the residents of their 
safety. é 

After graduating from McColloch 
Middle School, Hinckley in 1969 en- 
tered Highland Park High School, 
which boasts such an excellent aca- 
demic reputation that it is considered 
es good as many private preparatory 
schools. Over the years, it has’ pro- 
duced such graduates as Bill Clem- 
ents, who still lives in the neigh- 
borhood, Nobel-prize-winning physi- 
cist James Cronin, football stars 
Bobby Layne and Doak Walker and 
movie star Jayne Mansfield. 


ligion dominates life in the hig! 

rachool as it does life in The Bubble. 
‘The school has a daily devotion, and 
at pep rallies, football players often 
come forward to offer extemporaneous 
prayers. At Highland, not only do stu- 
dents own their own cars, they consid- 
er those who don’t abnormal. It is a 
school where social pressures are often 
more severe than academic pressures. 
Caste systems established at Highland 
Park continue “for years afterward, in 
the form of sorority and fraternity 
groups in college and even in weekly 
bowling outings when students retwn 
to Highland Park to settle as adults. 

When handsome, blond-haired John 
Hinckley entered Highland, his older 
sister Diane was emerging as one of 
the most successful students in the 


school. A pretty and exuberant Texas - 


belle, Diane was chosen one of the 
eight outstanding seniors in 1971. She 
was a candidate for homecoming 


queen and head cheerleader at a’ 


schoo! where students run for the title 
and are selected by popular vote, In 
the insular world of Highland Park, 
few achievements rank higher. 

(Such an election is under way now 
and, in the main corridor of the 
achool, taped to the trophy cases are 
handsome color portraits of the candi- 
dates with names like Missy and 
Stephanie and Gigi and Claire, whose 
smiles are as identical as their Izod 
Lacoste and Ralph Lauren shirts.) 

Hinckley was never a part of this 
world. He achieved nothing remarka- 
-ble and thus was condemned to ob- 
security. “He was normal,” recalled 
classmate Beverly McBeath. “Nobody 
paid any attention to him.” 

Tn a school where normality was 
almost a curse, no one remembers 
Hinckley's attending high school 
weekend rituals or dating. Even 
though he was president of his ninth 
grade homeroom, he seems to have 
passed from freshman to senior year 
without leaving a trace. Highland 
Park yearbooks portray a succession 
of snapshots of a clean-cut, Al- 
American kid, and they list his activi- 
ties as Spanish Club, Rodeo Club and 
Students in Government. But no one 
who participated in these groups re- 
members him. His own classmates 
recall his older sister more readily. 

Diane was married right out of high 
school in 1971. Hinckley’s aunt, Avilla 
Batés, recalls him quietly sitting off to 
the side of the wedding ceremony at a 
Dallas Episcopal Church. Hinckley 
graduated in 1973, When his family 
left Dallas in 1974, and moved to an 
equally prosperous and protected life 
in an affluent suburb of Denver, he 
stayed in Texas to enroll at Texas 
Tech University in Lubbock. 


CHAPTER 2; 
ONE IN WEST TEXAS 


The outsider moved to Lubbock in 
1973, to a dusty, windswept college 
town in West Texas. There, at Texas 
Tech, an engineering-oriented univer- 
sity that accepts 99 percent of its ap- 
plicants, he began a sporadic college 
career, dropping out at least three 
times, majoring in at least three dif- 
ferent subjects, living in one nonde- 
script garden apartment building after 
another, He started out interested in 
business administration, later majored 
in English, and still later developed a 
taste for history. But there are other 
things, more than the records at 
Texas Tech, that show how Hinckley 
had left The Bubble only to become 
enveloped .in” his own disconnected 
and lonely world. 

He became a wanderer and an in- 
visible man. Some local merchants, 
among the few townsfolk who remem- 
ber him, recall that he would head out 


each moming on a methodical stroll 
for a late-morning’ breakfast of cheese- 
burgers. They took note of this daily 
passage with the words: “Well, there 
goes old Hinky-Dinky.” He seemed to 
have only a guitar and a series of 
rented black-and-white television sets, 
His apartments, according to the few 
people who visited him there, were 
barren, save for a few pieces of furni- 
ture, tightly drawn window shades, 
the inevitable dust and the bluish 
glow of the black-and-white, 

There were former Highland Park 
classmates at Texas Tech, but they 
Jost touch with Hinckley and never 
saw him on campus. He took a variety 
of college courses, including three 
journalism and three music literature 
clasges, and his grades were good” 
enough to keep him in school. One 
semester, the fall of 1977, he made 
the university Dean’s List by main- 
taining an average of B or better. 

But his college career was an unsus- 
tained, scattershot thing spanning 
seven years and including three mys- 
terious breaks. During at least one of 
these breaks, Hinckley ended up in 
the nation’s movie capital. 

As the nation prepared to celebrate 
its bicentennial in 1976, Hinckley left 
Lubbock and wandered to Hollywood, 
where he lived in Room 346 at How- 
ard’s Weekly Apartments on North El 
Centro Street. The green-stucco build- 
ing was only about a mile from Holly- 
wood and Vine streets, a corner sym- 
bolic of movie fame and success and 
money, but it might as well have been 
light years away. 


-~2- 


‘ Hinckley’s part of town was tree- 


Iined, sunny and relatively well cared, 
for. Té was also a haven for drugs, ho- 
mosexuality and prostitution. Several 
other small apartment buildings for 
transients occupied the area and a 
row of small bars and pornographic 
pookshops was only a block away. 
The only tenant to remember Hinck- 
ley is Lerry Ehmpke, a 5l-year-old 
forklift operator who said the young 
man who lived across the hall from 
him five years ago had a heavy face, 
short hair and a mustache, but he 
doesn't remember ever speaking to 


him. 

Very little is known of Hinckley’s 
Ife in the underside of Hollywood, so 
many and miles from The Bub- 
ble. Only in the paper trail of apart- 
ments leased and items pawned can 
traces of his existence be found, At a 
pawn shop called the Hollywood Col- 
lateral Loan Association, located only 
a few blocks away from Howard's 
Weekly Apartments, an employe went 
through shop records and found that 
Hinckley pawned a stainless steel 
watch for $15.there in dune 1976. 

Four years later, on job applications 
he submitted to newspapers in Den- 
ver, Hinckley wrote that he had 
worked as bookkeeper for a publishing 
house in Dallas — which proved false 
when the paper checked — and for a 
photography studio in Los Angeles, in 
the summer of 1876. The owner of 
the studio for which Hinckley claimed 
he worked, Richard Ellis, said a young 
man closely resembling Hinckley ap- 
peared at his shop sometime in 1977. 

“He seemed very young, perhaps a 
little out of high school. He said he 
wanted to take pictures of babies. But 
we don’t do that kind of work and he 
didn’t have a portfolio,” said Ellis. “He 
said he had taken many pictures be- 
fore and knew what he was doing, but 
when J began to ask him some ques- 
tions it was clear he did not. He 
didn’t even know the difference be- 
tween depth of field and field of fo- 

cus.” 

Bventually, Hinckley wandered 
eastward and again took up his 
studies in Lubbock. History professor 
Joseph King recalled Hinckley as. the 
fellow who sat by himself in King’s 
US. Economic History class, “While 
everyone else in the class exhibited a 
kind of camaraderie, he always sat 
alone, surrounded by empty .chairs,” 
said King, who gave Hinckley an A on 
a paper be wrote about American 
slavery. “Even during humorous mo- 
ments, he continued to gaze at me 
attentively, taking notes.” 

Of campus at Texas Tech, the few 
persons who remembered seeing the 
withdrawn young man included a 
maintenance man who cleaned the 
apartment building in which Hinckley 
jived and the appliance dealer from 

i visions. 


is attitude and personality were 
strained,” said Calvin Wynne, the 
maintenance worker at the University 
Arms apartment complex who spoke 
to Hinckley there twice last fall. “It 
seemed as though he had something 
on his mind. He wanted to tall about 
it, it seemed he wanted to find some- 
‘one to tell it to. There was a nervous- 
ness about him. Hyperactive, is that 
what you call it? He moved about a 
Jot. He got more anxious, more hyper 
as the conversation wore on, like he 
wanted to do something about it.” 
From January 1978 to duly 29, 
1980, Don Barrett, manager of an 
appliance rental store in Lubbock, 


‘rented Hinckley a television four 


times. Barrett said Hinckley had been 
in the office dozens of times, either 
renting or making his payments. “He 
would say hello and so forth -but as 
far as initiating a conversation, he 
didn’t,” Barrett said. 

Occasionally, the two men chatted 
about the Dellas Cowboys or the 
Texas Tech Red Raiders football 
teams, and Barrett recalled that 
Hinckley attended games. 

“F never saw him with anyone, and 
T saw him quite a bit,” the appliance 
dealer- said. Bach time, Hinckley 
rented either. a 12-inch or 16-inch 
plack-and-white television, depending 
on what was available. Twice, Barrett 
said, he visited Hinckley’s apartment 
to deliver televisions, and found that 
the student had no silverware, little 
furniture and nothing on the walls of 
his room. His credit was good enough, 
though. Hinckley was able to rent a 


- television on only his signature the 


last three times he dealt with Barrett, 

The last day Hinckley retuned a 
television set to the store he was short 
two dollars. Barrett said the young 
man dutifully ran off to collect the 
deficit. “John is honest,” Barrett said. 
“Ff he walked in today, I would proba- 
bly rent hini a television set. When 1 
heard he was in court in D.C. ad- 
dressing the magistrate as ‘yes sir’ and 
‘no air,’ that sounded like John.” 

It isn’t yet. clear when, or even if, 
the drifting Texan joined the neo-Nazi 
membership of the American Socialist 
Party of America, another strange and 
twisted world in itself. Law enforce- 
ment officials and the  Anti- 
Defamation League have no record of 
Hinckley ever belonging to the party. 
And his parents have said through 
friends that photographs showing 
someone resembling him in a Naz 
uniform are in fact not pictures of 
their son. 


oe to leaders of the outfit, 


@ ideology includes the forced 
expatriation of blacks, Jews and 
avowed communists, Hinckley joined 
the party in 1978 while in Texas. Mi- 
ehael C. Allen, acting director of the 
extremist organization, claims he re- 
members Hinckley going to St. Louis 
fo take art 2 a 1976 | demonstration 
noring the ol e Lincoln 

~ Rockwell. i ° 

Allen remembers that Hinckley was 
“flustered” and “bothered” and wanted 
to “fight back,” when several thousand 
anti-Nazi demonstrators ran the 
marchers out of the St. Louis park. 
“He liked being a stormtrooper,” Allen 
said. “You have to lke it to put on 
one of our uniforms and do the things 
we do. But we began to get reports 
that Hinckley wouldn’t conform to 
our program. He kept trying to get 
people to go out and shoot people.” 

Tt got to the point, Allen said, 
where the strange young man he 
thinks was Hinckley was suspected by 
other members of being a federal un- 
dercover agent. In 1979, Allen said, 
the man was expelled. While Hinck- 
ley’s connection to the party remains 
uncertain, it is known that he took a 
course on Modern Germany in the 
summer of 1978 at Texas ‘Tech and 
wrote papers on German concentra- 
tion camps and “Mein Kampf,” Hit- 
-ler’s autobiography. 

In Lubbock, the owner of a used- 
book store said Hinckley visited him 
“four or five times” at the beginning 
of 1980, “He never talked much, 
which is unusual for any of my cus- 
tomers,” said Lonie Montgomery. “He 
would go directly to that section 
where I had the World War TL books 
and stand and go through the books 
and he stayed 30 minutes to an hour 
each time. 

“The last time he was in, he boughi 

~the two-volume set of ‘Mein Kampf’ I 


couldn’t understand why his typé —- 
the ay, he was reseed] ad at 
ool ford $30 for a two- 
T didnt see Nin afer hat 
At the end of the second summer 
session last year at Texas Tech, 
Hinckley was dropped from the stu- 
dent rolls for nonpayment of fees. 


CHAPTER 3: 
MOVIE STAR, GUNS 
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After Hinckley abandoned hi - 
lege education in the summer Ay 100, 
he turned to a new obsession thet 
lured him north to New Haven and to 
other towns around the country. The 
drifter who had so few real friendships 
nl his life had become involved in a 

elationshin wi : 

starlet Jodie Foster. p with movie 


.,, 1 the fall of 1980, Foster entered 
Yale as an 18-year-old freshman. Sh 
published a breezy article in the col- 
lege issue of Esquire which said she 
wes trading the “disco dresses, People 
Magazine, and Santa Ana winds” of 
her starlet’s life in Loa Angeles for 
“good ol’ New Haven grime” and the 
collegiate life at Yale University. 

The magazine hit the stands Sept. 
20, as Foster was setiling into her 
room in the gothic brownstone Welsh 
Hall on Yale’s Old Campus, a section 
reserved for freshmen. Knots of 
would-be suitors sometimes gathered 
and knocked on the dormitory door. 
Foster drew such attention that. she 
took her name out of the phone direc- 
tory and even moved into a motel for 
a while. 

Before she had become a college 
student, Jodie Foster had made a 
dozen movies and in 1976 hed been 
nominated for an Academy Award for 
her portrayal of 2 12-year-old prosti- 
tute in Martin Scorcese’s violent 

~ urban fable “Taxi Driver” In “Taxi 
Driver” an alienated ex-Marine and 
would-be assassin played by Robert 
De Niro masters a small arsenal of 
handguns, stalks a presidential candi- 
date and in a climactic bloodbath res- 
cues the young whore from New 
York’s pornographic underworld, 

At the beginning of the semester, 
Foster had received several letters 
from a man who signed his name as 
JW.H. and John W. Hinckley. They 
expressed the stranger’s love and de- 
votion to her. The letters were a part 
of an incessant stream of fan mail she 
received. Foster threw them into the 
garbage. 

Meanwhile in Lubbock, sometime 
in early September, Hinckley bought 
what was apparently his first gun, a 
blue steel .38 with a plastic checker- 
grip. He picked it up for $86 at the 
Galaxy Pawn Shop. The handgun was 
assembled by RG Industries in Miami 
from parts imported from Germany. 

A penchant for guns hardly strikes 
anyone as ominous in free-wheeling 
Lubbock, where some university stu- 
dents carry guns to class and the pis- 
tol-packing frontier Texas tradition 
runs deep and long, But Hinckley 
bought more guns. On Sept. 26, he 
visited the Snidely Whiplash pawn- 
shop where he purchased two classic 
Saturday Night Specials — cheap .22- 
caliber handguns also made by RG 

- Industries. 


Sometime in early October, Hinck- 

y set out for New Haven. He spent 
at least one night in the college town 
at the Colony Inn, signing his name 
and paying cash, according to manag- 
er Harry Gilbert, who is unsure of the 
exact date. A maid who cleaned 
Hinckley’s room said she found sever- 
al pictures of Jodie Foster in the bed 
linen which she threw away. A barten- 
der at the Top of the Park bar in the 
Park Plaza recalls that a man he now 
thinks was Hinckley spent about three 
hours one day last fall drinking, brag- 
ging that Jodie Foster was his girl- 
friend, and showing bartenders clip- 


- Pings on the young actress. 


On Oct. 7, Hinckley arrived at 
Nashville Metropolitan Airport on 
Delta Airlines and checked into the 
Opryland Hotel, 10 minutes from the 
terminal. For some reason, possibly 
because it was cheaper, Hinckley 
moved the next night to the Down- 
towner Hotel not far from the Ten- 
-nessee State Capitol. : 
” The next morning, Oct. 9, Air Force 
One touched down on the airport tar- 
mac of the country music capital of 
the world and Jimmy Carter stepped 
-out, headed for a “town meeting” and 


@ fund-raiser at the Opryland Hotel. 
Shortly before 1 pm. on the 9th, 
three security guards stationed at a 
checkpoint gate on the south con- 
course saw a sandy-haired young man 
dashing toward them to catch a 1 
Pam flight to New York. He carried a 


“I'm running late,” he said, thrust- 
ing his bag forward. “You gotta put 
this through.” 

Bvelyn Brannon of the Wackenhut 
Security Corporation motioned to. 
Laura Farmer watching the airport 
luggage X-ray to check carefully. “He 
said he didn’t have any guns,” remem- 
bers Marjorie Pilkinton who watched 
the encounter. “The man was very 
nervous. He couldn’t keep still.” 

As the conveyor carried the bag 
under the X-ray, Farmer discerned 
the metal shapes of firearms, and im- 
mediately beckoned Officer John 
Lynch. Lynch opened the bag and 
discovered 2 .38-caliber handgun and 
two .22-caliber pistols as well as hand- 
cuffs and a box of 50 hollow-point 
bullets. __ 


“te told me he wasn't aware of the 

of Tennessee that he couldn't 

y guns without a permit,” Lynch 
said. “He said he was sorry a couple 
of times.” At 1:22 pm. John W. 
Hinckley Jr. was arrested and charged 
with illegally carrying a weapon, a 


* misdeameanor. Lynch took him down- 


town while another police officer tele- 
phoned the FBI in Nashville to notify 
them of the arrest. On the way to the 
station, Lynch recalls, Hinckley said 
he was returning to school at Yale 


: University from his home in Texas 


and that he planned to give one of 
the guns to a friend, sell the second, 
and perhaps keep the third, 

At the station, Hinckley appeared 
before Judge William Higgins who 
vaguely recalls the encounter. “There 
was something about him going to 
school, something about law enforce- 
ment,” Higgins said. “That’s what he 
said he was studying. To me it was a 
satisfactory explanation,” 

The guns, that were still in their 
factory boxes and had never been 
fired, were confiscated. Hinckley spent 
30 minutes in 2 cell while a jail trusty 
processed his $50 bond and the 
$12.50 he had ‘paid for court costs. 
Lynch drove him back to the airport. 
Hinckley caught a 5:20 flight to New 
York. The episode, law enforcement 
authorities now believe, was an experi- 
ence that would persuade the young 
man to travel by bus the next time he 
desired to transport his guns. 

Four days later, Hinckley had re- 
tumed to Texas. He walked inty 
Rocky's Pawn Shop on 2018 Elu 
Street on the east end of downtown 
Dallas, The bumper sticker plastered 
over the front door reads “Guns Don’t 
Cause Crime Anymore Than Flies 
Cause Garbage.” Hinckley bought two 
RG 14 .22-caliber pistols like the ones 
that had been confiscated in Nash- 
ville. The serial number on one of the 
Saturday Night Specials was L-73132, 
Almost five months later, at 3:30 p.m. 
on March 30, Isaac (Rocky) Goldstein. 
the 70-year-old owner of Rocky's, got 
a call from agents of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms who 
said the gun had been used in an at- 
tempt to assassinate President 
Reagan. . 


(0 


CHAPTER 4: Ld 


DENVER, THE FAMILY 


After he purchased two handguns 
from Rocky’s Pawn Shop, John 
Hinckley traveled to Colorado where 
his family had resettled in a Denver 
suburb. This was the start of a five- 
month period in which Hinckley spent 
time in squalid motels, when he could 
have been in his parents’ luxurious 
house, and haunted a high schoo! he 
had never attended. He applied for 
jobs, and his father at one point even 
took cheer in his aimless son's appar- 
ent resolve to settle in the area and 
look for work. 

But it came to nothing in Denver. 
As his brother Scott was groomed to 
take a seat on the board of his fa- 
ther's company, John stood in soup 
lines at a mission full of indigent vag- 
abonds, : 

When John Jr. began his freshman 
year at Texas Tech, his father and 
mother moved out of The Bubble to 
Denver's most exclusive suburb, 2 


bedroom community of 20,000 called 
Evergreen. The Hinckley's ranch-style 
$250,000 stone-and-cedar house was 
25 miles outside the city, surrounded 
by snow-crested mountains and tall 
stands of ponderosa, 

“Jack” Hinckley, as his colleagues 
know him, was now becoming a mil- 
Honaire, Vanderbilt Energy Corpora- 
tion, the small oil and gas prospecting 
firm he started in Dallas in 1970 and 
named after his son Scott's college, 
began to flourish once he moved its 
headquarters to Denver. What started 
as a $120,000 investment was par- 
layed into a multimillion dollar com- 


pany. 

- At Vanderbilt, son Scott had be- 
longed to one of the top four fraterni- 
ties and graduated with a degree in 
. mechanical engineering. He was a 
popular, outgoing student in Nashville 
and carried that forward to the busi- 
ness world. 

_ After working for several engineer- 
ing companies, Scott Hinckley joined 
his father’s firm several years ago and, 
like his father, exhibited drive and 
aggressiveness and keen business 
sense, ertough to eam him the position 
of vice president of company opera- 
tions. Last month, Scott Hinckley’s 
contributions to the firm were re- 
warded when he was named to the 
firm's board of directors. 

Scott Hinckley was a mirror image 
of his father, whose success story was 
classically American. A-self-made man 
who started out in the oil fields of 
Oklahoma and Texas, Jack Hinckley 
was now lord of a prosperous enter- 
prise and living in a nouveau riche 
mountain suburb that was essentiallly 
Denver’s answer to The Bubble. And 
his values had been fully inherited by 


“Jack, in a nutshell, is a typical 
tnid-America Jack Armstrong _all- 
American man,” eaid Clarence Nether- 
land, acting chairman of the board for 
Vanderbilt. “A pleasant, aggressive, 
smart, nice-looking guy. Everyone 
jBkes Jack and always has. 

“Scott,” Netherland said, “is very 
similar to his dad. Maybe not as effer- 
-vescent as his dad, but self-confident. 
‘The two are very similar in personali- 
ty, appearance and philosophies.” 

And like most self-made men, those 


philosophical and political leanings © 


‘were conservative and Republican. 

“He (Jack} was very happy with the 

fect that Reagan was elected,” recalled 
a friend, Robert Ainsworth “We 
kidded Jack about Reagan’s election 
because we knew how much he liked 
him. We said, ‘All the world’s prob- 
Jems will be golved now that Reagan 
is in’ He laughed — he had a good 
sense of humor.” 
. In fact, it seemed Jack Hinckley 
had it all. He played golf and skied in 
the mountains on weekends, he 
junched downtown at the Petroleum 
Club and he had a son who was 
marching in his footsteps. His home 
overlooked the well-trimmed fairways 
of the Hiwan Country Club, where he, 
his wife and his son socialized with 
everyone who was anyone in Evver- 
gteen, including conservative brewing 
magnate Joseph Coors. 

Still, as he was achieving so much 
success in the business world, some- 
thing was lacking. About four years 
ego, Jack Hinckley went through a 
apiritua!l conversion. He turned more 
and more of the daily operations of 
his corporation aver to his ambitious 
son Scott and became active in chari- 
ty work. 

"Before he went through the con- 
version process, he was just an aggres- 
sive businessman,” said Ainsworth, 
director of a group of religious minis- 
tries for which Jack Hinckley did vol- 
unteer work, “His goals were to make 
the family business grow, to be a suc- 
cess, to have a nice house and three 
-cars in the garage. He said he just got 
tamed off by that and tried to find 
something new. He said he began a 
. conversion process to bring a new di- 


rection to his life. He just no longer 


saw chasing a dollar bill as a proper 
objective in life” 

The objects of Jack Hinckley’s reli- 
gious efforts were two disparate orga- 
nizations. The first was a small Den- 
ver mission for alcoholics, derelicts 
and other indigent lost souls. The 
Chapel Mission was located in the 
rundown underbelly of Denver only a 


we. blocks away from the corporate 


headquarters of Vanderbilt. Jack 
Hinckley grew interested in the mis- 
sion and its lonely people and openly 
contributed his time there. . 

Tn the very same period in which 
his business began to boom, Jack 
Hinckley, occasionally accompanied by 
Scott Hinckley, ventured to the mis- 
sion after work and on Saturdays and 
Sundays, and stood there pouring cof- 
fee or offering prayers and doughnuts 
to the line of poor ragged men. 

Jack Hinckley’s experiences at the 
mission, his exposure to human suf-- 
fering there, “began to open his eyes,” 
as one associate, Robert Latta, put it. 
Eventually, Hinckley turned his atten- 
tion to another organization, World 
Vision International, a large humani- 
tarian organization that raises funds 
and specializes in aiding developing 
countries. 

- About 2% years ago, Jack Hinckley 
volunteered his Services to World Vi- 
sion after hearing a speech in down- 
town Denver given by an official of 
the organization. Since then, he: has 
contributed money and his expertise 
in oil and water drilling to Third 
World countries through thet, minis- 
try. During a trip last year to Africa 
and South America, Jack Hinckley 
shared his most hidden fears and feel- 
ings of guilt about his troubled youn- 


+ ger gon. 


“We agreed before the trip that we 
would pray together each morning for 
half an hour,” said Ainsworth, who 
“accompanied Hinckley on the journey. 
“We initially shared our mutual con- 
cams about our families and flaws. I 
became a close friend of his, intimate. 
When you're thrown together like we 
were, you tend to let down the facade 
we all carry with us every day. 

“He would confide in me his pray- 
ers. He asked me to pray for his son 
John, primarily because he didn’t 
have direction in his life. Not that he 
was afraid John would do something 
as horrible as what he has been 
charged with, but that he was worried 
about his son. 

“He said the boy didn’t have goals 
and was aimless. Jack said he wasn’t 
able to communicate with his son as 
much as he wanted, that there just 


wasn’t communication. And there . 


wasn't ar agreement as to what the 
underlying problem was. He said he 
had approached his son on a number 
of occasions but wasn’t making any 


headway. He took his own share of - 


responsibility and said he felt guilty 
about not being able to communicate 
well enough. . 

“The problems began long hefore 
Jack came close to the Lord. Jack 
knew he was partially responsible for 
that, somehow.” Ainsworth concluded. 
“He felt the boy had just drifted 
away.” | 


it 


But dack Hinckley’s most poignant 
: expressions of pain and sadness over 
* his yodngest child came late last Oc 
_ tober, when he and and his wife 
hosted a dinner for Latta, a World 
Vision fund raiser. 

“ft was a lovely dinner, under can- 
delight,” Latta recalled. “He took out 
a photo album and showed me pic- 
tures of his family. We talked briefly 
about each of his children. Basically, 
he had a big smile when he talked 
about the older son, who has been so 
successful in the business, end his 

; daughter, who is happily married. : 

“But when he got to John, dack’s 
face dropped,” Latta said. “He said, 
“He’s got some real problems that he's 
trying to work out for himself” I 
didn’t push it. I didn’t really know 
what he meant then. But looking 
back, that dinner was right about the 
time his son was oresied Nae 
for carryin at the airpol 

Of all the oc dohn Jr. turned up 


on his travels through Denver, no one | 


ever remembers seeing him at his fa- 
ther's company headquarters in a 26- 
story downtown office building. Sack 
Hinckley kept a picture of his wife 
and daughter a, his desk, but no 
hotographs of his sons. : 
: ‘An innkeeper recalls John dr. stay- 
ing at the Stonewall Motel in Denver 
sometime in October. On Oct. 20, he 
applied for writing or circulation jobs 
that paid more than $4 an hour at 
both the Rocky Mountain News and 
The Denver Post. He gave his par- 
ents’ address as home, and listed his 
skills as writing, proofreading and typ- 
ing at 30 words a minute, He also 


claimed work experiences — salesman 

_ in Hollywood, bartender in Denver, 
bookkeeper in Dallas — that proved 
{6 be either lies or exaggerations. 

But the fact that he was looking for 
work gave hope to the father. 

“Three years ago dohn Jr. came up 
in conversation in response to a ques- 
tion to dack about his children,” said 
Clarence Netherland, a friend of the 
Hinckleys for more than 25 years, and 
acting chairman of the poard of Van- 
derbilt Energy. “He said, ‘All the fam- 
jly’s well except for dobn who's left 
home and picked up the guitar. He’s 
started out to find a place in the 
music world, We don’t know where he 
js or how to get in touch with him. 
John’s been gone several weeks and 
not called home.’ As a parent he was 
real concerned about where he was, I 
said, ‘Man I hope he surfaces soon.” 

‘Around this time, John Hinckley 
was under the care of a Denver psy- 
chiatrist, according to the family, and 
was receiving medication. “His evalua- 
tion did not alert anyone to the seri- 
ousness of his condition,” the parents 
would say five months later in a state- 
ment read by a lawyer. 


Some of dack Hinckley’s friends 
P@idn’t even know to ask about John. 
“I didn’t even know he existed,” said 
Mike Wootten, acting president and 

. board member of Vanderbilt Oil. 

* On some of his visits to Denver, 
Hinckley hung around Evérgreen 
High School even though he had 
never been a atudent there. “Some of 
my girlfriends in the ninth grade in- 

* troduced me to dohn in 1975,” said 
19-year-old Nadine Birkey, an Ever- 
green graduate. “I thought John was 
in high school. I thought he was one 
of the guys. He was with the real pop- 
ular guys. He seemed nice looking. He 
seemed real popular and real happy.” 

Netherland remembers that when 
he asked about the family in Novem- 
ber, Jack responded: “Everything’s 
fine. I'm real pleased that John is 
back in the Denver area looking for 
work. He's talking to the local papers 
trying to do some writing!” The fa- 
ther, recalls Netherland, was delight- 
ed. “I just commented that I hope he’s 
back for good, and he said, ‘I do too?” 


CHAPTER 5: 
THE OBSESSION 


The New Year began under the 
shadow of John Lennon’s early De- 
cember death. On dan, 21, Hinckley 
bought another gun, a .38, from 
George Gangler who used to be a 
salesman at a motorcycle and gun 
store in Denver. 

"He just wanted a cheap .38,” said 
Gangler, remembering that Hinckley 
seemed more interested in just owning 
a .38 than having a particular brand. 
He paid $148.35 for a Charter Arms 
Undercover revolver. Hinckley now 
had a trio of handguns identical in 
caliber to the three seized in Nash- 
‘ville. And once again, apparently in 
late February, he set out for New Ha- 
ven. ° 


Ye reportedly checked into the 
a raton Park Plaza Hotel there _on 
farch_1 and stayed two_nights. The 
Hotel refuses to confirm whether he 


was a guest. Hinckley was seen on the 
ft Maral 


. Hinckléy was buying codkies. 
They Temember his saying, “Oh you 
guys go to Yale? My girlfriend goes 
there.” He plucked a picture of Jodie 


Brer out of a pocket. Wentworth = 

Map Dailey just laughed, 

_ Hinckley made a graphic impres- 
aion on a number of Yale students 
living in Jodie Foster's dorm. “I live at 

Welch and I have seen that guy 

Hinckley over here,” said one. “He 

was here in March, hanging around 

outside the door. At first I thought he 
was a jock. You know, he was heavy 
and sort of greasy and he really didn’t 
seem very bright. It was a little weird’ 
but there are always people hanging 
around here so we didn’t pay much 
attention. But then I saw him again 
and he asked something like ‘Does 
dodie live here? I thought, ‘How 
strange’ Some of us made a joke 
about it and started calling him Mr. 

Toxic Shock. In a couple of days, he 

He gone and we sort of forgot about 

it.” : 

Jn early March, Jodie Foster re- 

“oeived three or four love letters signed 

3.W.H. and John W. Hinckley that 

had been slipped under her door. The 

persistence of the man caused her on 

March 6 to tum them over to her 

college dean. They were subsequently 

given to the Yale campus police and 
are now in the possession of the FBI. 

By March 8, Hinckley was back in 
the West, following what seems to 
have been his restless. backtracking 
pattern of cross-country travel, He 
checked into a grimy mote! on Colfax 

Avenue called The Golden Hours. He 

wanted “a cheap place to stay” he 

said, and he got one. For $74.20 a 

week, Room 30 upstairs in the squat 

weather-worn building looked out on 

billboards, a Ford dealership and a 

MeDonalds. Traffic droned by without 

respite on the neon strip, and the air 

wes sour with smells of exhaust, In 
the hallway, a tattered rubber mat 
covered the concrete floor. 

His parents’ mountain-view home 
was @ 45-minuté drive away, but no 
one at the motel knew that. 

“He never talked about his past or 
about his family. To me. he was real 
lonesome. He always walked around 
with his hands in his pockets and his 
head down,” recalled Stacey Aucourt, 
who works as a maid at The Golden 
Hours and regularly cleaned his room. 
“He never opened the curtains in his 
toom. All day long they were closed.” 

For four days early in March, 
Hinckley showed up for dinner at the 
Denver Rescue Mission where his fa- 
ther and his brother a few years earli- 
er had served coffee and doughnuts to 
the down-and-out, : 

“He was very neat,” said Albert Ar- 
thur, assistant director of the mission. 
“That’s one of the reasons I remember 
him. Here ‘at the mission we usually 
see street people, That’s the reason he 
Stood out. Many of the men remem- 
ber seeing him in the chapel. They 
remember him coming in with the 
guitar but they never talked to him.” 
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‘Special to The New York Times 


WASHINGTON, April 4 — Federal‘ 
agents investigating the background of 
John W. Hinckley Jr., the suspect in the 
attempt to assassinate President Rea- 
gan, say they have found evidence of a, 
sharp swerve toward violent emotion in: 
the last six months. : 

This “stark change,” they said, was re- 
flected in his travels and private writ- 
ings, iricluding many that have not been 
made public, * 


But agents fanning out across the na- | 
tion to piece together a day-by-day ac- 
count of Mr. Hinckley’s recent life have 
found indications in these writings that 
the choice of Mx. Reagan as the alleged 
target was a relatively recent urge. 


The writings, and Mr. Hinckley’s now | 
well-publicized letters to the actress 
Jodie Foster, are a vital resource to the 
investigators because neither the suspect 

‘nor his family have permitted interviews, 
and six days of nationwide inquiries have 
apparently not turned up any recent con- 
fidants of Mr. Hinckley. 


A profile of isolation, of insubstantial 


plained travels and silences has emerged 
in scores of interviews with investigators 
, and individuals who crossed his trail. 

The letters to Miss Foster describe his 
fantasized relationship with her and his 
need, as reported in a final letter,’to ef- 
fect “this historical deed,” to Kill the 
President. 

An earlier letter, previously undis- 
closed, was slipped under Miss Foster's 
dormitory door at Yale University in 


early March, three weeks before Mr. 
Reagan was shot. It did not mention Mr. 


Reagan, but it contained such 

gan, ‘ passages 
as: ‘After tonight, John Lennon and I 
will have a lot in common.” Mr, Lennon, 


the musician and composer, 
death Dec B poser, was shot to 


“There is no suggestion‘of a conspiracy 
thus far,” Mr. Giuliani said. “The F.B.1, 
is investigating that possibility along 


with all others.”* 
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Government investigators are wary of 
repeating the history of other assassina- 
tion inquiries, notably the Warren Com- 
mission investigation into the slaying of 
President Kennedy that has been fol- 
lowed by chronic theories of conspiracy 
and complaints of slipshod methods. 

Federal agents are focusing on a six- 
month period of increased travel by Mr. 
Hinckley that includes several key 
events: 

Mr. Hinckley’s arrest at the Nashville 
airport on charges of carrying concealed 
firearms on Oct. 8 when President Carter 
was in that city, 

GThree different trips to New Haven 
that Mr. ‘Hinckley made to be near Miss 
Foster, according to his writings, which 
then began to show a link between his fan- 
tasy of unrequited love and an alleged 
urge to shoot the President. 

+ GThe purchase of three fresh guns four 
days after Mr. Hinckley's initial supply 
‘was confiscated in Nashville. 

Mr. Hinckley’s three-day cross-coun- 
try bus ride from Los Angeles to Wash- 
ington, followed by the wounding of the 

President and three other men and by his 
arrest. 

When Mr. Hinckley was seized outside 
the Washington Hilton Hotel, his long 

. period of obscurity and wandering came 
toan end, By now a rough portrait of John 
W. Hinckley Jr. has been drawn: He was 
another in the category of loners, pos- 
sessed of guns, found in hindsight to have 
been smoldering with the sort of resent- 
ment that has driven some people to stalk 
America’s highest symbol of authority. 


The First Hurried Identifications 


in a matter of hours from the instant 
when the President flinched from the 
gunfire, different people around the coun- 
try offered the first hurried identifica- 
tions of Mr. Hinckley, They talked of the 
son of a Denver of] executive, a mostly 
nondescript dropout from social routine, 
an individual easily forgotten, a man ~ 
whose life was marked in private by psy- 
chiatric troubles and in public by a re- 
ported involvement with neo-Nazis. 

In these initial attempts at assembling 
a biography, Mr. Hinckley has emerged : 
from a patchwork of recollections as a 
basically secretive individual who never- 
theless trailed signals of violent intent. 

Criminal investigators and news re- 
porters hurrying back on his trail have 
collected glimpses of a man moving alone 
through the roadside culture of plain 
motel shelter and junk food subsistence, 
squirrelling away news clippings about 
the slayings of President Kennedy and 
John Lennon, keeping so much to himself ; 
that the record thus far is devoid of any 
reports of substantial conversations in- 
volving him. x 

At the same time investigators have t bBbeyaages BLEED. 
found Mr. Hinckley almost flaunting ! a 
menace at such crucial points as when he | 
was arrested for allegedly carrying guns 
inhis baggage up to the X-ray machine at 
Nashville Metropolitan Airport Oct. 9 
during the Carter visit. 
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This story was prepared by Wash- 
_ ington Star staff triters Bob Getlin 
. Fred Hiatt and Laurie McGinley. 
For John W. Hinckley Jr., the slide 

_ froma normal boyhood to a lonely, 
_ tortured life began in adolescence. 
. A pudgy, shy and aimless teen-ager, 
he didn't seem to fit into the 
wealthy, successful Hinckley family, 


4p elementary school, he had been 

a bappy, well-adjusted kid who liked 

f to play basketball and go to the mov- 
5. des in downtown Dallas on Friday 
nights. AS anadult, he became a buy: 
er of handguns, Was enamored of the 
neo-Nazi movement and developed 

an obsession with a teen-age actress. 
But long before Monday, when 
Hinckley’s grim inward path 
: brought him to the Washington Hil- 
ton Hotel where he allegedly tried 
‘to assassinate the president, is par- 
ents rarely mentioned their youn: 

gest child — even to relatives. 

“Pye never met their youngest 
son,” said Jack Bates, Hinckley’s un- 


t 
& 
i 
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cle who lives in Tulsa, Okla, but vis- 
its the Hinckley’s at their luxurious 
home in Evergreen, Colo., once a 
+ year. “I've talked to his parents reg- 
_ blarly over the years, but John Jr.'s 
. Bame has hardly come up in our con- 
versations.” 


John Warnock Hinckley Jr., 25, be- 
gan to fade into the background ~ 
Hoth in school and at home ~ about 
10 years ago, during his sophomore 
year at Highland Park High School 
ip suburban Dallas. 

His blonde, blue-eyed sister, Di- 
ane, was head cheerleader and one 
df the most popular sénior girls. His 
older brother, Scott, was attending 
Vanderbilt University in Nashvill 
Tenn., busily preparing to join his f 
ther, John W. “Jack” Hinckley, in the 
energy industry. 

‘The patterns seemed to have been 
set a decadé ago. Diane, now 28, later 
married an insurance underwriter 
in Dallas, and recently presented 
her delighted parents with the first 
Hinckley grandchild. Scott, now 30, 
returned to Evergreen to help his fa- 
ther build en oil and gas exploration 
firm into a profitable enterprise, and 
is now the vice president of Dper- 
ations. on : 

As his brother arid sister became 
increasingly successful, John dr. 
grew withdrawn and alienated from 
his family and friends, according to 
more than two dozen interviews con- 
ducted by The Washington Star. , 
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John Hinckley Jr. Withdrew 
_ As His Relatives Prospered 


Jack ‘Hinékley spoke proudly” of 
Diane's child and Scott Hinckley's 
progress in the company, Said Rob- 
ert Kadane, a friend of-the family. 
“There was Teally a twinkle in his 
eye when-he was talking about 
being 4 granddaddy.” Kadane said. 
*But he never said a word about that 
son (John Jr.) 1 had no idea there 
was a younger son.” 

‘There was the occasion when Jack 
Hinckley mentioned his son while 
praying with fellow members of 
World Vision, a California-based 
Christian group that does work in 
developing countries. Hinckley trav- 
eled to East Africa last November as 
part of an emergency relief effort. 

He prayed that John dr., whoa few 
months before had dropped out of 
Texas Tech University after study- 
ing sporadically for seven years, 
would find direction. According to 
Brian Bird, another member of the 
-evangelical group. Hinckley said, “I 
have found direction in my Christ 
jan values, and | hope that my son 
could do the same.” 

“His father felt estranged from his 
son, But he had not lost all hope,” 
Bird said. 

Louise Griffith, a former neigh- 
bor of the Hinckleys in Dallas, said 
that she had received a Christmas 
card with newsof the children every 
year since the family moved to Colo- 
rado, “But in the last few years. there 
was no mention of dohn Jr.” she 


said. 

Jack, the father, a native of North 
Carolina who grew up in Tulsa, Ok 
Ya, was a 1945 graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma in Norman. He 
worked as a professional engineer 
for 25 years before starting his own 
oi] and gas exploration firm. 

Begun in i970 with $120,000, the 
Vanderbilt Resources Corp. was 
named after Vanderbilt University, 
where Scott was attending school. 
Friends say the firm was a “one-man 
shop,” built from the ground up by 
Hinckley and his wife, JoAnn, who 
worked as a secretary. 

Tn 1975 Hinckley moved his firm 
to Denver, partly because, he loved 
cross-country skiing in the Rocky 
Mountains. The company had some 
initial financial problems. The firm, 
now called Vanderbilt Energy Corp., 
has net assets of $9.4 million, accord- 
ing to a company spokesman. The 
Hinckley family, including John Jr., 
owns 6.9 percent of the firm's 2 mil- 
lion shares of stock. 
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«(The Washington Star on Thurs- 
day reported that the Denver-based 
firm is under investigation by 'the 
US. Department of Energy for an al- 
leged overcharge which occurred 
some time between 1973 and January 
1981 when oil price controls were in 
effect.) 

. The Hinckleys, who settled in the 
exclusive Denver suburb of Ever- 
green, became increasingly active in 
religous groups, including a local Bi- 
ble study group. Bird said the pair 
became “committed Christians” two 
years ago, after Jack “felt he didn't 
get enough satisfaction just getting 
Wealthy and going, to the country 
club. He felt a void spiritually.” 

The Rev. Charles Blakeslee, pastor 
of the Church of the Transfiguration 
in Evergreen, said the Hinckleys left 
the church two years ago to join the 
more conservative Church of the 


a started taking an interest in 
ee and we started to go our sep- 


Hills. “They were -Bible fundamen- = 


talists, and they just didn’t like our 
interpretation of the Bible," he said. 

In Dailas, where their children 
grew up, the Hinckieys stressed hard 
work, manners and religion, friends 
say. 

Like his older brother and sister, 

John was a well adjusted, popular 
kid, ccording to those who knew 
him at Hyer Elementary Schoo! in 
Highland Park, Texas. 
" “He appeared to be a very happy 
little boy, outgoing, with lots of 
friends,” recalls a former YMCA bas- 
ketball coach who said Hinckley was 
one of the best players on the team. 
“He was really cute, with big blue 
eyes and blond bangs, and he wasn't 
a troublemaker or a bully.” 

Hinckley, like many of his friends, 
played “Y” basketball in fourth, fifth 
and sixth grades and football in the 
fifth grade. He was one of the few 
left-handed players on the basket- 
bail team, and he used it to his ad- 
vanage, friends recalled. 

He spent weekends taking the bus 
into town with friends, going to 
movies and shops. In summer, he 
swam and played tennis with chil- 
dren his own age at the Dallas Coun- 
try Club. “He was always out there 
with us,” said Cathy Warren, a for- 
mer Highland Park resident. “He 
was just like the rest of us.” 


Hinckley was elected president of 
his homeroom in seventh and ninth 
grades at Highland Park Junior High 
School. 

But then things began to change. 

As a sophomore in Highland Park 
High School, e stopped going out 
with old friends. He didn't partici- 
pate in high schoo! sports, either as 
a player or a spectator. He rarely 
frequented the pizza and ice cream 
shops patronized by other students. 
He began going home to practice the 
guitar, although he seldom played 
tor friends. 


‘afee ways,” said a friend who had - 


known him since the fourth grade. 
“He never seemed to have a steady, 
like everybody else did in those 
days, and he didn’t seem to come to 
our parties much.” . 

“He withdrew a lot, he became 
very introverted,” said a student 
who was a few years older than 


Hinckley. “It began sometime in‘ 


eighth or ninth grade, and just got 
worse every year. He became pretty 
much of a Joner." = 

In high school, there was a 
marked contrast between John 
Hinckley and his sister, Diane. “To 
know Diane and to know John, you 
wouldn't belive they,were from the 
same family,” said Melinda Walling, 
a former classmate of John Hinck- 
Jey’s who lives in Norfolk, Va. “All 
the guys wanted to date Diane, she 
had a nice figure, she was very pop- 
ular.” 

Diane, “a super person,” according 
to friends, was a homecoming queen 
candidate and voted one of the four 
most popular senior girls. “1 was just 
happy that she said hello to me,” said 
Cathy Warren, a sophomore when 


"Diane was a senior. “It was her big 


year.” 

Scott Hinckley also had done wel! 
at Highland Park High. By the time 
he graduated, he had earned a var- 
sity letter in tennis and served on 
student council. s 

At Vanderbilt University, he was 
active in fraternity life, and earned 
a degree in engineering, like his fa- 
ther three decades before. 

John Hinckley, meanwhile, at- 
tracted litte attention in high 
school, although he belonged to the 
Spanish, rodeo and students in gov- 
ernment clubs. He did create a stir, 
Walling remembers, when he once 
wore a wig to cover hair too long for 
the school's rigid dress code, 

Hinckley graduated with an un- 
distinguished but acceptable scho- 
lastic record, and enrolled at Texas 
Tech University in Lubbock. Al- 
though as many as SO of the 350 stu- 
dents from his senior class went to 
Tech, few ever saw him there. 

For seven years, he dropped in 
and out of school, switched his major 
from business administration to arts 
and sciences, and finally dropped 
out for good in the summer of 1980, 

Texas Tech history professor Joe 
King remembers Hinckley as a “qui- 
et and introspective, but good stu- 
dent” who liked to sit apart from 
other members of the class on US. 
economic history. “He never ex- 
pressed political views,” said King. 
“I don’t remember that he ever said 
anything, but he did above average 


* work.” 


During his days as a student, he 
joined a neo-Nazi party in Texas. He 
later was expelled because he was 
“too militant, always talking about 
going out and shooting somebody,” 
said American Nazi leader Michael 
Allen. 


jUiad_in ragged Levis, his hair 
strin; ameirt, Hinckley perused 
book é histories of Nazi Ger-, 
many, eventually buying a $30, two- 
~ volume set of Hitler’s “Mein Kampf” 
at Montgomery Used Books Store in 
Lubbock. 
“He just ignored everybody when 
he was in the store, he was so en- 
grossed in reading certain passages,” 
said proprietor Lonie Montgomery. 
Hinckley’s parents became in- 
creasingly worried. “They had acon- 
cern for the fact that John was not 
-following his older brother into the 
(anes : 


business,” said Bates, who is married 
to Diane Hinckley. “John was in col- 

” lege for seven years, and he never 
even finished.” 

After Hinckley left school, his 
fondness for guns and infatvation 
with actress Jodie Foster, who 
played a teen-age prostitute in the 
bloody movie “Taxi Driver,” took 
him in entirely new directions. 

During the fall of 1980, he wrote 
Foster several love jetters and fol- 
lowed her around the Yale Univer- 
sity campus in New Haven, Conn., 
where she had enrolied as a fresh- 
man. In September, he bought two 
.22-caliber revolvers and a .38 gun 
from Lubbock pawn shops. The guns 
were confiscated in October at the 
Nashville airport as Hinckley board- 
ed a plane. Al the time, President 
Jimmy Carter was in town cam- 

: paigning. Then-candidate Reagan 
had been scheduled to visit Nash- 
ville two days before but canceled at 
‘the last minute. 

Hinckley bought two RG-14 .22- 
caliber revolvers from Rocky's Pawn 
Shop in Dallas Oct. 13, 1980. That was 
three days after his other guns had 
been confiscated in Nashville. One 

“ of the gunsallegedly was used in the 
assassination attempt. 

Hinckley also purchased a Charter 

» Arms .38-caliber revolver for $148.35 
from a shop called Kawasaki West in 
Lakewood, Colo., a city of 113,000 on 
the western edge of Denver. 

In addition, he reportedly bought 
guns in California, He had a receipt 
in his pocket for a gun purchased at 
a California gun shop when he was 
arrested after last Monday's shoot- 

- ing of President of Reagan and three 
others. 

Last summer, after dropping out 
of school, Hinckley dropped in and 
out of his parents’ house in the 
wealthy country club community of 
Evergreen. But friends never saw 
him at home or at the club where 
his parents and brother played golf. 

A few young adults in Evergreen 
remember the man suspected of 
shooting Reagan as a heavyset, list- 
Jess person who knew almost nobody 
in town but occasionally came into 
town to drink at the local bar, the 
Tree Frog, or to buy guitar strings. 
Bartenders remember that he fol- 
lowed the local punk rock group, the 
Kamikaze Clones. 


(9 


On March 8 Hinckley checked into 
the modest Golden Hours Motel, lo- 
cated along a strip of fast-food res- 
taurants, used car lots and aging 

- motels in a suburb west of Denver. 

“Just as many of his parents‘ 
friends did not know of John Jr.'s 
existence, those who knew Hinckley 
at the motel had no idea he had fam- 
ily in Colorado, and never suspected 
that his parents lived in affluent Ev- 
ergreen. 

On March 11, “Taxi Driver.” star- 
ring Foster and Robert DeNiro, was 
playing in downtown Denver's Og- 
den-theatre, not far from the Golden 
Hours Hotel. The theater’s propri- 
etor was not sure if Hinckley had 
been there to see the movie — which 
played in a double feature along 
with “Mean Streets.” But one Justice 
Department source said investiga- 
tors who interviewd Hinckley after 
his arrést said the suspect seemed to 
have fallen in love with Foster after 
her appearance in “Taxi Driver.” 

Hinckley last spoke with his par- 
ents aboul a week before before his 
arrest outside the Washington Hil- 

.ton Hotel where Reagan was shot. He 
had called his mother and said he 
wanted to leave his 1977 white Ply- 
mouth Volare at his parents’ house, 
because he was going to California 
to look for a job and be with friends. 

Before leaving for California he 
had obtained a prescription for 70 
extra Valium tablets, saying he 
would be out of town for two 
months. 

His parents had known for some 
time John had problems and recent- 
ly arranged for him to get psychiat- 
ric help. . 

“Obviously, he is a very sick young 
man,” said William Sells, a neighbor 
in Evergreen. “But nobody realized 
the depth of his sickness.” 
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FBI eyes 


Hinckley | 


as possible tracker 
of Ron, Carter in’80 


By JOSEPH VOLZ 


Washington (News Bureau)—The | 
FBI said yesterday it is investigating 
the possibility that John W. Hinckley 
dr., the man accused of trying to 
assassinate President Reagan, may. 
have stalked both Reagan and then- ; 
President Jimmy Carter during last > 
fall's presidential campaign. 


So far, FBI agents have found that | 
Hinckley, 25, the son of a wealthy , 
Colorado oilman, had been in Chicago * 
and Nashville, Tenn., about the time 
Carter was there last October. Hinckley 
was on his way to New York on Oct. 9 
when he was arrested at the Nashville 
airport as he tried to board a commer- 
cial flight with three handguns and 50 
rounds of ammunition in his bag, au- - 
thorities reported. Both Carter and 
Reagan were to appear in New York a 
few days after that. 


Up to now, however, the FBI says it 
has not found any solid evidence that 
Hinckley said or wrote anything about 
harming any President until a few 
hours before the shooting of Reagan 
last Monday. An unmailed letter to 
Iyear-old movie star Jodie Foster, 
with whom Hinckley apparently was 
infatuated, was found in the suspect's 
Washington hotel room after the shoot- 
ing. 

“I would abandon this idea of getting 
Reagan in a second if I could only win 
your heart and live out the rest of my 
life with you,” Hinckley wrote. 


BESIDES THE LETTER, FBI agents 
searching Hinckley’s room at the Park 
Central Hotel here found a tape record. 
ing of a telephone conversation Hinck- 
ley apparently had with a woman— 
possibly Foster, now a student at Yale 
University. Exactly what was said on 
the taped phone call could not be 
learned immediately. a 

The starlet said at a press confer- 
ence that she had never spoken to 
Hinckley. FBI officials noted that be- 
cause she is a prominent figure, con- 


ne 


ntly being besieged by strangers, it 

i hiecly that she would have trouble 
recalling months later contacts with 

le like Hinckley. 

Pocrinekley's travels around the coun- 
try in the months pefore he ehecked 
into the. Park Centra! Hotel last Sun- 
day, the day before the assassination 
attempt, are becoming increasingly in- 
teresting to investigators. His personal 
ity and attions appear te fit the pattern 
‘of such toners as Arthur Bremer, the 
would-be assassin of former Alabama 
Gov, George C. Wallace, and Sirhan 
Sirhan, the man who shot Sen: Robert 
F. Kenhédy. And fike*thé pfedticoting 
movements of Bremer and James Earl 
- Ray, the assassin of the Rev. Martin 


Lather King Jr. Hinckley's travels 
around the country become of major 
interest to investigators. 

So far, investigators have found 
that: is . 

 LastSeptember or October, Hinck- 
fey bought a .38-caliber and two .22- 
caliber pistols in Texas, where he had 
aitended Texas Tech University off 
and on for seven years without graduat- 
ing. 5 : 

A He apparently was in Chicago on’ 
Oct, 6 or 7. .Carter made campaign 
appearances on Oct. 6 at a downtown 
Chicago plaza and at the Palmer House 
Hotel. 

@ Hinckley flew to Nashville on 
Oct. 7, arriving in the late afternoon 
and checking into the Opryland Hotel, 
where Carter was scheduled to address 
a fund-raising reception two days later. 
Reagan originally had been scheduled 
to be in Memphis, Tenn., on the same 


day, but canceled out. 
® Carter was on Hinckley’s mind at 


who told investigators he had driven 
Hinckley to the Opryland Hotel. The 
. cabby reportedly said that Hinckley 
had asked what the driver thought of 


that time, said a Nashville cab driver, vs. 


Exee AD Adm. ___ 
Exee AD Inv. 
cua. AN LES 


Carter and if he had seen the film, Y ——— 
“Taxi. Driver,” which starred Foster wa. 


and Robert De Niro. In that 1976 
Movie, De Niro plays a lonely psychotic 
who plots to kill a political candidate. 


4 


Insp. —— 


@ On the morning of Oct. 9, about 30 ‘t¥s- — 


minutes before Air Force One was due 
to touc’ 
section of the Nashville airport, Hinck- 
ley checked out of his hotel. Carter 


‘of more than 2,000 at the Grand Ole 
Opry House, the famed country music 
showplace, which is next to the Opry- 
land Hotel: It is not clear just where 
"Hinckley was at thaé point, 


e An hour later, at about 1 p.m., 
Hinckley was arrested at Nashville 
airport “for carrying three handguns 
and 50 rounds of ammunition. Nash- 
ville police say he had a ticket for New 
York and was going through the board- 
ing gate metal detector when he was 


nabbed. 


@ The unmailed letter to Foster 
found in Hinckley’s Washington hotel 
room mentioned that “for the past 
seven months” he had been trying to 
win her attention and affection. He 
talked of committing “an historic deed 
to win your respect and love.” 

Hinckley is being held in isolation at 
the federal correctional facility at 
Butner, N.C. undergoing extensive 
psychiatric tests. On Friday, he re- 
ceived his fitst. visit Irom his parents 
since he was charged with attempting 
to kill Reagan. 


The Washington Post 
Washington Star-News 
Daily News (New York) 
The New York Times 


h down at a National Guard {s. Off. _ 


Rm. _. 


” began a speech at noon before a crowd $ S¢¢'Y — 


aG— 


The Wall Street Journal ——____-- 


The Atlanta Constitution 


mn 


The Los Angeles Times —____- 


ee ae Sse) 


2 


FeI7DOU 


2019 (Rev. 8-20-79) 


Two of akind | 


By FRANK VAN RIPER 


stalked their prey. Both embraced right 
wing causes. Both drifted im and out of 
work and trouble. Both managed to shoot their 
intended victims. But miraculously, neither victim 
died. * 
John Warnock Hinckley Jr., Arthur Herman 
Bremer. 

The events of last Monday eerily mirrored 
those of May 15, 1972, when Bremer, 21, stuck @ 
handgun through a crowd of reporters, photo- 
graphers and onlookers and fired into George C. 
Wallace as the former Alabama governor cam- 
paigned for President in a shopping center in 
Laurel, Md. 

Wallace was permanently paralyzed. Bremer 
was quickly subdued and taken into custody. He 
was convicted of shooting and crippling Wallace 
and is now serving a 63-year prison term at the 


E= WERE LONERS who apparently | 


a 


maximum security Maryland Correctional Institu- 
tion in Hagerstown. 

. Hinckley, 25,-is being held at the federal 
‘correctional institution at Butner, N.C., where he 
underwent mental tests. 

The Hves of Hinckley and Bremer appear to 
shave been parallels of quiet desperation, punc- 
tuated by erratic behavior and occasional rage. 

In both cases, investigators discovered rambling 
writings littering the would-be assassins’ rooms. 
“My country tiz (cq) of thee, sweet land of 
bigotry...” Bremer wrote in a diary. “Just call mea 
eanoe; my mother liked to paddle me a lot.” 

"Don't say ’colored,..say Negro..Here’s a 
brightly Negroed card..sex is fun if you can 
integrate with me.” 

And with Hinckley, of course, there were the 
letters of frustration and tormented affection to 
actress Jodie Foster, who appeared in the 1976 
movie “Taxi Driver’—a movie that screenwriter 
Paul- Schrader says was based, ironically, on 
Bremer. = 

Outwardly, even their appearance was the same 
at the time of the attacks: stocky blonds with 
vacant stares and quirky manners. 

Today, Bremer, part of the “regular prisoner 
population” at Hagerstown, is a haggard-looking 
balding man of 30 whose loss of weight has 
sunken his cheeks. - . 

“He mostly keeps to himself,” said Maj. Arley 
Crist, assistant shift commander, even though he 
no longer is kept in isolation. ,~ 

And, Crist says, Bremer keeps on writing. 


Frank Van Riper covers politics from The News 
Washington bureau. 
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Yale Police Searched for Suspect 
Weeks Before Reagan Was Shot 


i 


_ _ The'Yale University police tried to find 

, John W. Hinckley Jr. in New Haven three 

| weeks before Mr. Hinckley allegedly shot 
President Reagan “to ask him not to 
bother’’ the actress Jodie Foster, who is a 
Yale freshman, a university spokesman 
said yesterday. . 

Notes signed John W. Hinckley Jr. ‘‘tap- 
peared to have been delivered by hand” 
to Miss Foster, the spokesman said. She 
turned the notes over toa dean on March 
6. The dean, Eustace Theodore, gave 
them to the campus police on March 9, 

j three weeks before the assassination at- 
. tempt last Monday. . 

“A check through the local police de- 
partment proved negative, and the at- 
tempt to find the writer was not success- 
ful,” the Yale spokesman said. The 
spokesman would not disclose what other 
efforts were made to find Mr. Hinckley, 
who stayed at two hotels near the campus 
on separate visits in February and 
March, according to hotel records and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

The spokesman would not say where 
the notes were delivered. Miss Foster, 
like all undergraduates, has a box at Yale 
Station, 2 post office. In addition, inside 
the front entrance to her dormitory are 
pigeonhole boxes, one for each room. Ac- 
cording to some reports, the notes were 

| slipped under her door. 


Questions on Delivery of Notes 


Attempts to reach Miss Foster by tele- 
phone and in person were unsuccessful 
yesterday. Miss Foster said on Wednes- 4 
day that she had turned the notes over to 
the dean because of their frequency. She 
said she had been asked by the Federal 
authorities not to discuss their contents 
or method of delivery. She also said that 


paccordiug to the university. The bureau 


By MATTHEW L, WALD. 


she had never met or spoken to Mr. 
Hinckley. 

Federat investigators are looking into 
the possibility that Mr. Hinckley was act- 
ing out the role of the protagonist of the 
movie ‘Taxi Driver,” in which Miss Fos- ; 
iter played the part of a teen-age pro: 
tute. The taxi driver stalks a politician, * 
but ends up killing a pimp and several . 
other men, 

The Yale spokesman reiterated that 
the university had also been asked “not to 
release or discuss the language of the 
notes, So as not to interfere with the Gov- 
ernment’s prosecution of the case.”* 


BelievedioBeHarmless 


However, apparently in response to 
questions about whether the campus po-. 
Ree chief, Louis Cappiello, had erred in- 
not giving the letters to the Federal Bu. 
reau of Investigation before the assassi-- 
nation attempt, the Yale spokesman , 
said: ‘The notes were considered harm- 
Jess and in themselyes did not present - 
any violation of local or Federal law.’ 

“It must be emphasized that the sig-| 
nificance of the notes did not become ap- ; 
parent until after the assassination at- 
tempt on March 30,” the spokesman sai¢., 
“Once the possible connection of the - 
notes to the suspect became known, the. 
university tumed them over to the - 

BI? 7 : 


That occurred last Tuesday morning, 
first contacted Miss Foster on the previ-’ 
ous evening, several hours after the 
shooting, the actress said on Wednesday.-- 
Earlier in the day, Federal agents found 
aletter intended for Miss Foster in Mr. - 


Hinckley’s hotei roomin Washington. “ 
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Legal ‘Loophole’ Used 
To Make Bizarre Bullets. _ 


By Howie Kurtz 
and Bob Gettlin 


‘Washington Star Staff Wmters 


The FBI's efforts to trace the little- 
known explosive bullets that wound. 
ed President Reagan and three other 

; Men have raised new questions 
* about the ease with which ammuni- 
tion is manufactured and sold with- 
gout the knowledge of federal 
peuthorities. 
¥ The probe revealed, among other 
things, what one official calied "a 
loophole” in the federal laws that 
- govern the production of ainmuni- 
;Hon. The bullets were made by one 
‘company as ordinary .22 caliber 
‘shells, then modified by a second 
firm that inserted the explosive lead 
azide in their holiow center — a pro- 
cess that escaped the scrutiny of fed- 
_ bral officials. 
Agents of the Bureau of Alcohol, 
,Tobacco and Firearms said they 
knew a few hours after the shooting 
last Monday that accused presiden- 
tal assailant John W. Hinckley dr. 
had bought explosive-type bullets in 
the past, although they didn't know 
whether such bullets were used in 
the assassination attempt. 

But despite three days of lab tests, 
FBI technicians were unable to iden- 
tify the bullets taken from Reagan 
and Secret Service agent Timothy 
McCarthy until they could match 
them with the samples they finally 
obtained from the manufacturer in 
Georgia on Thursday. 

FBI officials say they cannot rule 
out the possibility that the explosive 
bullet that wounded the president 
left a toxic lead compound in his 
body, but they said the chances were 
slim and that Reagan was in no dan- 


ger. 

BATF officials say they promptly 
notified the Secret Service about the 
- possibility that explosive bullets 
were used, and the FBI says it has 
kept the White House informed 
about the matter. But no one, appar- 
ently, bothered to tell the presi- 
dent’s dectors. 

Dr. Benjamin Aaron, the surgeon 
~who removed the bullet from Rea- 
gan's chest Monday evening at 
George Washington University Hos- 
pital, told reporters he didn’t know 
there was any possibility that the im- 
bedded bullet might expiode until 
he read about it later in newspaper 
accounts. 

he shells that allegedly were 
fired by Hinckley were made by the 
Cascade Cartridge Co. of Lewiston, 
Idaho, the FBI said. But they said the 
shells had been “modified” into ex- 
plosive bullets by Bingham Lid, a 
company in Norcross, Ga, 


According to the FBI, the Bing- 
ham firm bought some of its long- 
range .22 caliber shells from 
Cascade. Bingham workers drilled a 
hole to expand the hollow cavity in 
each bullet's nose. Then they insert- 
ed a tiny cannister which they ob- 
tained from an unidentified firm in 
Wisconsin. 

Under federal Jaw, the Wisconsin 
firm is not considered a “man- 
ufacturer” of ammunition because it 
produces less than a quarter-ounce 
of explosive material for each bullet. 
As a result, the company does not 
have to be licensed by BATF or re- 
port its activities to federal author- 

ities. 

“That’s where the loophole comes 

in, but they aren't breaking the law,” 
one BATF official said. 
- The cannister that Bingham in- 
serted in each bullet is filled with 
lead azide, a substance used in the 
plaster cap of explosives, and is cov- 
ered with a lacquer coating that acts 
as a sealer, the FBI said. 

Bingham itself is licensed as a 
manufacturer of ammunition, but 
FBI officials insisted they were un- 
aware that the firm was making the 
so-called “Devastator” bullets. They 
said they examine 3,000 gun cases a 
year but didn’t have a single file on 
the explosive-type bullets. . 

Both FBI and BATF officials vis- 
ited Bingham’s Georgia office sever- 
al times last week, but there was 
some confusion about the investiga: 
tion. All day Friday, BATF officiais 
insisted that the bullets in question 
were manufactured by two other 

firms not mentioned, by the FBI. 
, When asked about the apparent con- 


tradiction, BATF officials said only 
that this was “the best information 
we had” and referred further inquir- 
ies to the FBI. 

Thomas Kelleher, chief of the 
FBI's laboratory division, toid Te- 
porters Friday he had “no evidence” 
that the “Devastator” bullet which 
was removed from the president’s 
chest had left any residue of lead 
azide in his body. ve 

Even if small traces of lead azide 
from the bullet's hollow center have 
remained in the president's body, 
Kelieher said, the substance is “not 
extremely toxic to the point of caus- 
ing death.” He noted, however, that 
the substance could make a person 
sick. Pa 
FBI officials now believe that the 
bullet failed to explode before 
striking Reagan in the left lung, pos- 
sibly because its path was slowed 
when it ricocheted dff his limousine 
before hitting the president. 


* exploded while surgeons were oper- 


District Police Officer Thomas K. 


* Delahanty, 45, is in good condition 


“Washington Hospital Center about 9 
the explosive bullet as soon as they ffs. Off, _ 


d whether there was any pos: > Adm.__ 


ly that the bullet might have , (,,, 


ating to remove it from Reagan's 
chest Monday evening, Kelleher 1.: 
sai “Conceivable, yes. Probable, ervs, 


0. i 
The FBI also analyzed the bullet 
that was removed from the neck of 


Delahanty Thursday night and con-- ry 
firmed that it too was a Devastator 
bullet which had failed to explode. 


after surgery at Washington Hospi- jnt 
tal Center. 7 
Bureau officials said they notified 


made the identification. 
A spokesman for Bingham Ltd. 
said the firm stopped making the 
Devastator bullets about eight 
months ago, but that the company 
still distributes exploding bullets for 
higher caliber weapons to about 
2,000 private dealers around {he 
country, o- . an 
* Bingham’s owner, Sandy L. - 
_ Brygider, said the bullet was “devel- 
oped for defensive use... . It's a safe 
round to use and it is still effective.” 
He said the bullet is used primarily 
by police officers, although other ex- 
perts said they are too unreliable for 
police work. ~ 
An official at Cascade, now known 
as Omark Corp., said yesterday that 
the firm does not manufacture any 
explosive type bullets. But he could 
not say whether Bingham had 
bought the bullets from his firm. 
The FBI said the bullet detonates 
only when it is traveling faster than 
900 feet per second or exposed to 
temperatures hotter than 350 de- 
grees Centigrade, but that the lead 
azide inside is chemically unstable 
and could be detonated by a sudden 
shock. The bullet “is not designed to 
kill by blast,” Kelleher said. “It is de- 
signed to ignite on impact to aid in 
fragmentation.” 
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‘The FBI said the bullet removed 
from Reagan’s chest had lost 5 
grams, or abput one-eighth its orig- 
inal weight, which raised the possi- 
pility that some of the lead substance 
remains in the president's body. But 
Dr. Dennis O'Leary, dean for clinical 
affairs at George Washington Uni- 
versity Hospital, told reporters that 
he is “still Jooking for some informa 
tion” about the exploding bullet. 
“The lead, as far as 1 know, is not @ 
problem,” O'Leary said. . 

FBI officials also said they believe 
that the Devastator bullet which 
struck White House press secretary 
James Brady in the head is the only 
one of the shots fired Monday that 
exploded into fragments upon im- 
pact. They said the projectile that 
wounded McCarthy had failed to det- 
onate, noting that these bullets are 
of variable quality and frequently 
malfunction. : oat 

* Several area gun dealers said yes- 
terday they do not sell explosive bul- 


Jets because, as one put it, “it's a. 


lousy piece of ammunition. it’s un- 
* reliable.” * Regt 

An ammunitions expert at the Na~ 
tional Rifle Association. said that 
explosive bullets suffer from “poor 
quality control when they are manu- 
factured and are only sole 9f the 
small companies because the major 
firms just don’t get involved with 
them.” . 
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Nashville Gun Incident 
‘Did Not Flag Anything’ 


By Howie Kurtz 
‘Washington Star Staff Writer 


When William J. Beavers, the 
FBI's top agent in Tennessee, 
_learned that a 24-year-old drifter had 
been arrested in Nashville with 
three handguns and ammunition on 
the same day then-President Carter 
was in town, he didn’t think it was 
anything unusual, 

“In some states, peopie feel the: 
have to carry a ‘keane Beavers 
said. “Right here in Tennessee we 
have people who ride around in 
ue ah ae Sticking out of 

indows. Even elde: 
carry them. ny poeple 

“It did not flag anything, at least 
to my man who took the complaint. 
We can look back in hindsight and 
Say, yeah. But when all the facts are 
in, it won’t look as bad as it seemed 
at rp 

e seemingly aimless drifter, 
John W. Hinckley Jr., was arrested 
in Washington six months later and 
charged with trying to kill President 
Reagan with the same type of gun. 
‘Three others were wounded in the 
attack. But the FBI's failure to notify 


+ the Secret Service of Hinckley’s ear- 


jier arrest at the Nashville airport — 

less than two hours bdefore 
then-President Carter was to leave 
town through the same airport ~ has 
raised again questions about the gov- 
ernment's ability to anticipate po- 
tential threats to the president. 

Secret Service Director H. Stuart 
Knight said last week that his agents 
would have tracked down Hinckley 
for questioning if the FBI had noti- 
fied him about the airport arrest. But 
Nashville law-enforcement officials 
were not overly concerned when 
they discovered that Hinckley had 
tried to bring three handguns and 
$0 rounds of ammunition onto an 
outgoing flight. 

In fact, Hinckley was charged only 
with a local misdemeanor and re- 
teased after posting a $S0 bond and 
$12.50 in court costs. 

The incident occurred on Oct. 9, 
4980, two days after candidate Rea- 
gan had been scheduled to make a 
campaign stop in Nashville himself, 
an appearance ‘that was canceled 
only at the last minute. At 10:30 that 
morning, Carter arrived at Nashville 
airport and headed for Opryland, 
about six miles away. He was slated 
to return to the airport at 3 p.m. 

A few minutes before 1 p.m. 
Hinckley missed the flight he was 
planning to take to New York, and 
was booked by an American Airlines 
employee on a second flight about to 
jJeave for New York. He was told to 
head for the gate and to carry his 
suitcase on board. 


es 


‘When he reached the metal detec- 
tor at the terminal at 1:10, Hinckley 


“was aSked to put his suitcase on the 


conveyor belt that moves all carry- 
on liggage past an X-ray machine. 
When the X-ray picture revealed the 
‘weapons inside, the security woman 


- on duty summoned an airport police- 


man who was standing about 30 feet 


" away. * 


The security officer placed Hinck- 
ley under arrest, and while the 
youth appeared agitated, officials 
say he did not resist. Nashville Po- 
lice Chief Joseph Casey said yester- 
day that Hinckley would not have 
been arrested if he had checked the 
weapons-laden bag in the plane’s 
juggage compartment —-an action 
that would not have broken any fed- 
eral law. - 

“He was going to check the bag 
downstairs,” Casey said. “If he had, 
no one would have known. But he 
was running late, so the airport peo- 
ple said, ‘Take the bag with you.’” 

Chief Reuben Utley, who heads 
the airport security force, also 
viewed the incident as minor. “He 
said he was running late and didn’t 
have time to put it in the belly of the 
airplane,” Utley said. “All people 
who are picked up with a weapon 
make some sort of excuse.” 

The security officer confiscated 
the ammunition along with two .22- 
caliber pistols and a .38-caliber hand- 
gun made by RG Industries. The 
Miami firm had assembled the guns 
from West German parts that were 
shipped into this country under a 
loophole in the law that bars the im- 
portation of cheap, foreign hand- 
guns, Hinckley later was carrying a 
similar RG .22-caliber gun when he 
allegedly shot the president. 

Hinckley was taken before a local 
magistrate, where he was charged 
under a local statute and released af- 
ter paying the magistrate $62.50, the 
maximum penalty he could have 
been assessed. He forfeited that sum 
and the guns when he failed to re- 
turn for trial. 

“There was no indication that he 
was anything other than an ordi- 
nary passenger going in with a weap- 
on,” Chief Utley said. 

“You can go down to the store and 
buy a box of ammunition anywhere 
in Nashville. There was no indica- 
tion he even knew President Carter 
was in town at the time. We made 
25 arrests here at the airport last 
year on gun charges. This was nor- 
mal procedure.” 

‘That same day, Utley said, he no- 
tified the FBI's resident agent in 
Nashville, Ben Purcer, about the ar- 
rest. Purcer, in turn, passed the in- 
formation to the FBI's Memphis 
office, where Beavers is the special 
agent in charge of the Tennessee re- 

ion. 

Beavers ordered his staff to com- 
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-pile a memorandum on the arrest, 
based on the information provided 
by the police, and he placed it in his 
office file. The memo remained 


there, untouched, for the next six * 


months. - 

Asked whether he had seen any 
possible connection betwen Hinck- 
ley’s arrest and Carter's visit to 
Nashville that day, Beavers said: “I 
don’t know if anyone gave it any spe- 
cial significance.” 

The 1¢year FBI veteran said he 
did not’consider forwarding the ar- 
rest data to either the Secret Service 
or to FBI headquarters in Washing- 
ton, where it could have been placed 
on 4 nationwide computer. 

Senior FBI agents say they believe 
the failure to forward information 
about the Hinckley incident was a se- 
rious error of judgment, but Beavers 
said he was merely following a two- 
year-old set of guidelines issued by 
the U.S. attorney in Nashville. on 
how to handle such incidents. 

“Under the guidelines, a case like 
this will be given to the local author- 
ities for prosecution,” Beavers said. 
“We were correct in the way we han- 
dled it. President Carter was here, 
but the individual was on his way 
out of the city. Unless there’s some 
federal interest, we don’t get in- 
volved.” 

Beavers said he would have taken 
further steps, under the guidelines, 
only if it was “an aggravated 
situation — if the person had become 
belligerent, didn’t want to surren- 
der his gun, assaulted an officer, 
fired his gun, attempted to gain en- 
trance to the aircraft or took a hos- 
tage.” 

“Throughout the United States, 
quite a few people are stopped with 
guns and knives every day. You have 
people who go hunting and ship 
their weapons. If the bureau advised 
headquarters of every weapon that 


was confiscated during the boarding 
of an aircraft, it would be quite a few. 
We haven't found it necessary,” he 
added. . 
Beavers acknowledged that these 
guidelines should be reevaluated. 
BI officials in Washington also say 
itis unfair to single out the incident 
in hindsight, but that they are exam- 
ining the entire matter. “We're con- 
ducting an internal review into 
whether or not an error was made, 
why Hinckley's name wasn’t in our 
files and whether there needs to be 
a change,” spokeswoman Laurie Da- 
vis said. : 
‘The shots fired at Reagan at thi 
Washington Hilton Monday carried 
echoes of other attempted assassina- 
tions and the way they were han- 
died. In September 1975, after Sara 
dane Moore fired shots at then- 
President Gerald R. Ford, two Secret 
Service agents admitted that they 
had interviewed Moore the day be- 
fore the shooting after receiving a 
police tip she might post a threat to 
‘ord. 


That incident occurred a few 
weeks after Lynette “Squeaky” From- 
me tried to shoot President Ford in 
California. Fromme, a disciple of 
convicted killer Charles Manson. 
had a long arrest record, including 
a charge of attempted murder, and 


+ California law-enforcement officials 


had warned that female disciples of 
Manson might be involved in terror- 
ist activities. The Secret Service nev- 
er tried to interview Fromme. 


Secret Service officials also were 
unaware that Arthur H. Bremer had 
followed then-President Nixon to Ot- 
tawa before Bremer shot Alabama 
Gov. George Wallace in May, 1972. 
Bremer had been arrested in Mil- 
waukee seven months earlier on 
charges of carrying a concealed 
weapon, and he was later arrested 
for disorderly conduct. 
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President 
Lively as 
Fever Abates 


Reagan Receives 

Briefing on Poland; 

Visits With Agents 
By Bill Peterson 


‘Washington Post Staff Writer 

President Reagan’s temperature 
returned to normal yesterday after- 
noon and he was said to he lively and 
alert as he was briefed by aides on 
Poland’s crisis and visited by two Se- 
cret Service agents who were protect- 
ing him when he was shot. 

Reagan, apending his fifth day at 
the George Washington University 
Hospital recovering from an assassina- 

. tion attempt last Monday, was re- 
sponding well to routine physical 
chest therapy and felt good enough to 
be sitting up in a chair when Secret 
Service agent Timothy J. McCarthy 
visited him at lunch, according to 
White House spokesmen. 

Reagan rose to greet McCarthy, 
also recovering from a bullet wound, 
and told him to relay a message to his 
children: “You tell them this: their 
father put himself between me and 
that guy. I'm proud there are guys 
around to take those kinds of jobs.” 
Agent Jerry Parr, who pushed the 
president into his armored limousine 
at the sound of gunfire, visited 
Reagan earlier. 

The president was described as 
“very alert, telling stories and laugh- 
ing’ during a midmorning examina- 
tion by his personal physician, Dr. 
Daniel Ruge. His condition was said 
to be “good” and his temperature 
“only mildly elevated.” 

Told that the three other men 
wounded in Monday's assassination 
attempt — McCarthy; District of Co- 
lumbia police officer Thomas K. Dela- 
hanty and White House press secre- 
tary James S. Brady —also were 
making progress toward recovery, 
Reagan said: 


f 


{ : 
“That's great news, just great, espe- 
cially about Jim. We'll have to get 
four bedpans and have a reunion.” | 
. Reagan was briefed twice during 
the day about the situation in Poland, 
_ first by White House chief of staff 
James A. Baker If, then later by 
éounselor Edwin Meese _ 
> “The situation as we regard it bears 
the closest scrutiny, it bears watch- 
ing,” said White House deputy press 
aecretary Larry Speaks, “It is our be- 
“Hef that no Soviet, ihterventie ae wat- 
“ranted or justifiable or imminent.” 
Reagan ran a temperature fluctuat- 
ing from 99 to 102 degrees Friday 
“night that doctors deacribed as “a iit- 
ictle bit of a setback.” Doctors used a 
, tube to remove some dormant blood 
particles Reagan was coughing up 
from his injured jung. : 
- A White House medical bulletin 
aeid the tube was removed early yes- 
terday and his chest X-ray showed 
improvement, Reagan, it said, awoke 
at 6:30 am. after a good night’s sleey 
and had a breakfast of juice, kiwi 
fruit, soft boiled eggs and whole wheat 
toast. 


, “His temperature is down although 
it is not clear of fever,” White House 
spokesmen quoted Ruge as saying 
early yesterday morning. “He contin- 
ues to make satisfactory progress.” 
Later, in the afternoon, the White 
House reported that the president's 
temperature was normal. 

Brady, the most seriously wounded 
in the shooting, “continues to make 
excellent progress,” and his tempera- 
ture fluctuations have been brought 


under control, the medical bulletin 


said. 

Brady also has begun to exhibit his 
.well-known sense of humor. Asked by 
physicians yesterday what his job in- 
volved, the press secretary said, “I 
answer questions.” 

The doctor said, “Who for?” 

“Anyone who asks them,” Brady 
replied. 

When the press secretary was asked 
why he was trying to open his eyes, 
which have been swollen shut by his 
injury, he responded, “To see who is 
the doctor asking all of these dumb 

- questions.” 

On Friday, a doctor reported over- 
hearing Brady complain around the 
sound of a ringing telephone. “Some- 
one answer that phone, the phone’s 
~ringing,” he was quoted as saying. 
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Yesterday’s medical bulletin quoted oF oe nae eG 
physicians as agreeing with the thesis tO}. 
advanced by the ft the bullet dm. Servs. 
that struck Brady's forehead may -rim. Inv. 
have exploded on impact, but it said dent. 

the physicians doubted that much, if ptell. 
any, of the lead azide explosive con- 
tained in the bullet penetrated his 


Laboratory 
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Yn another development. yesterday, Plen. & Insp. —- 
the parents of John W. Hinckley Jr, Rec. Mgnt. 
accused in the shootings, said their Tech. Servs. _ 
son is “a sick boy” and asked the na- Trsining 
tion to “give him the benefit of the yitic Affs. Off 
doubt” until the facts about his men- ae. 
tal condition are known. 

“We are joining in the prayers of 
millions for the president and the 
other victims and their families,” said 
@ statement signed by Jo Ann and 


vack Hinckley of Evergreen, Colo., 
and released by their lawyers. “We ask’ 
that you join us in prayers for our son’ 
John.” ! 
Hinckley, 25, is being held in the 
psychiatric unit of a federal prison at 
Butner, N.C., where he is undergoing 
up to 90 days of observation. Authori- 
ties believe Hinckley shot Reagan in a 
desperate attempt to win the atten- 
tion of 18-year-old film star Jodie 
Foster. ep 

Officials at Yale University, where _ 
Foster is a student, yesterday said 
federal authorities had ordered them 
not to discuss love letters written by 
Hinckley to Foster. 


The actress turned the letters over 
to university officials last month. 
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Practice Hasn’t Yet Made | 
Protection Perfect 


.By RICHARD D. LYONS. 


WASHINGTON 

INCE the founding of the Secret Service three 

months after the slaying of Abraham Lincoln, all 

+ but one of the attempts on the lives of six Presidents 

~~ have been made by lone assassins who had virtually 

no chance of escape after firing a pistol at close range. Such 

was the case in the attempt last week, and the Secret Service 

conceded that it was impossible to guarantee that other lone 
guns won’t pose a threat in the future. 

“This is the sort of Democratic society in which the 
President wants to see the people and the people want to see 
him," Secret Service Director H. Stuart Knight told a Senate 
investigations panel last week. “Sure there is a foolproof 
way of protecting him — keep him locked up inside the 
White Houre,”* 


So out among the people the President must go, pressing 
the flesh, as Lyndon Johnson put it. Or marching down 
Pennsylvania Avenue with his wife and little daughter, as 
Jimmy Carter did. Mr, Reagan has used his Presidential 
presence to attempt to whip up support for what he consid- 
ers to be long overdue political and economic changes. To 
that end, he gave a luncheon speech Monday to the Building 
and Construction Trades Department of the A.F.L.-C.1.0. 
On leaving the hotel ballroom, Mr. Reagan entered a corri- 
dor designed to provide maximum protection for notables 
such as Presidents and visiting chiefs of state. The corridor 
was sealed, leaving possible danger only at the street-level 

exit. Mr. Reagan walked right into it. 


Six Shots, Four Victims 


The first bullet struck Timothy J. McCarthy, a Secret 
Service agent who apparently spotted the gunman and 
leaped between the attacker and the President. The second 


shot, it is believed, hit Mr. Reagan, while the next four 
struck James S. Brady, the Presidential press secretary, 
Patrolman Thomas K. Delahanty of the District of Colum- 
bia police force, Mr. Reagan’s limousine and a patch of 
grass 100 yards away. . " 

‘Questions arose almost immediately as to whether the 
attack could have been prevented. Observers empowered 
with 20/20 hindsight wanted to know why the limousine 
could not have been parked closer to the hotel exit, why the 
accused gunman, John W. Hinckley Jr., was allowed into an 
area reserved for reporters and broadcast technicians, why 
_-ff Mr. Hinckley was so clearly “agitated” and “fidgety,” 
as witnesses said — he wasn’t questioned or at east 
watched, why members of the uniformed police detail were 
watching Mr. Reagan instead of spectators who might pose 
a threat, why so few Secret Service agents were near the 
President, why. ..? ; meh 

‘Three Congressional subcommittees and an investiga- 
tive unit of the Secret Service itself are seeking answers to 
these and dozens more questions — some of which will prob- 
ably never be answered, if the assassinations of President 
Lincoln and Kennedy are any guide. Yet they must again be 
asked, if for no other reason than that an examination of the 
events and the “what if's’’ might lead to better protection 
for Mr. Reagan and his successors. 


60 
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Protecting a chief executive is, under the best of cir- 
cumstances, a thankless job. “If Presidential protection 
was our only function the Secret Service would have a hard 
time recruiting agents,”” Mr. Knight told the Senate panei, 
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in addressing the question of morale and the effects of a lack ?ublic Affs. Off. _ 


of intellectual stimulation. As a branch of the Treasury De - 
partment, the Secret Service is empowered by legislation 


elephone Rm. 


adopted ‘in 1902 “...to protect the person of the 2itector’s Sec'y — 


President... .’’ as well as fighting counterfeiting of United 
States currency and the forging of Federal checks and se- 
curities. 

A Job for the Fit 


Protecting a President and a Vice President, as well as 
members of their families, past Presidents and their fami- 
lies, Presidential candidates and visiting heads of state, is 
also a demanding job. It is by and large a young person's 
job; the average age of the severa} thousand agents is 36. 
Agents’ training, at a base in the Washington suburbs, in- 
cludes simulated assaults on a President mounted from 
sidewalks, buildings and other approaches. 

While there is no “profile” as such of prospective assas- 
sins, they almost always are persons with a history of men- 
tal illness, a propensity to violence and, of course, access to 
‘weapons. The Secret Service, as well as the other Federal 
law enforcement agencies, including the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, considers between 300 and 400 persons in the 
United States as being threats. Some 25,000 others have been 
listed in a “protective intelligence file” as people who, per- 
haps because of past records for violence, might be danger- 
ous. Although last October in Nashville, on a day President 
Carter was in town, Mr. Hinckley was discovered to have 
three pistols in his possession and arrested, his name was 
not in the file. Explaining the lapse, officials of the Secret 
Service testified that the, had failed to pass along 
what it knew about Mr. Hinckley. That is being investigated, 
too. 
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When a President travels, the 60 field offices of the serv- 
ice are alerted to his route, local police forces are contacted, 
and in some cases persons living in a city to be visited are ei- 
ther put under surveillance or questioned. For all the care 
and planning, the safeguarding of a President has endless 
built-in difficulties. For one thing, there are millions of 
handguns in the United States. As the late J. Edgar Hoover, 
the former E.B1 director, said after President Kennedy’s 
assassination: ‘Absolute security is neither practical nor 
possible. An approach to complete security would require 
the President to operate in some sort of vacuum, isolated 
from the general public and behind impregnable barriers. 
His travel would be in secret; his public appearances would 
be behind bulletproof giass.’* To play on the stage of history 
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Security: insecure - 


By JOSEPH VOLZ 


» FTER every attempt on & 
rin President—and we've 
had four since 1963—the 
same set of conclusions are 
reached by the experts and 
routinely discarded by the politi- 
cians as the memory of the vio- 
lence fades. They are: 
® The President should always 
wear a bullet-proof vest under 
his suit jacket when he is near 
erowds. Secret Service. Director 
H. Stuart Knight toid Congress 
last week that President Reagan 
‘wore such protective clothing 
whenever he was asked, but there 
was no sense of impending danger 


last Monday and Knight said no | 


one suggested “protective attire.” 
@ Crowds should be kept back 


so that no unauthorized person, 


can get within 10 to 20 feet of the 
President. That is a fine theory, 
but how do you accomplish that 
and still allow the President to 
meet the people and “press the 
flesh,” as LBJ used to call it? 

@ The FBI should forward all 
relevant information about 
would-be assassins to the Secret 
Service as it agreed to do in 1972. 


In the latest case, FBI agents | 


in Tennessee did not put the 


Nashville firearms arrest last Oc- 
tober ef John W. Hinckley Jr. 
now charged with trying to kill 
Reagan, into the FBI's nationwide 
computer system and the Secret 
Service was not aware of Hinck- 
ley until Monday. 

"We would, as a minimum, 
have conducted an interview with 
the gentleman,” says Knight, "and 
as a result perhaps something 
more.” 

But Hinckley made no threats 
against anyone then and the FBI 
in Nashville says it was a misde- 
meanor case that routinely does 
not go into the headquarters mas- 
ter file. 

The second-guessing will go 
on for years but despite the viéws 
of lawyers and court-appointed 
psychiatrists, an attempt to kill a 
public figure is invariably an irra- 
tional act, And rational investiga- 
tions cannot always predict such 
irrationality. 

There have been more than 
100 attempts against federal of- 
ficeholders since Andrew Jack- 
son was shot at~and missed—by 
a deranged man on the steps of 
the Capitol back in 1835. No one 
has yet figured out how to halt 
them. 


them 
. Joseph Volz covers politics from 
“Bhe News Washingtombureaus *< 
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Protecting 
Presidents? This 
Is Where We 


Came In 


By Lloyd N. Cutler and James S. Campbell : 


N 1969, AFTER the assassinations, riots and other 

disorders of that troubled decade, the National Com- 
mission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence 
sketched a portrait of the “typical” presidential assassin. 
Those who have attacked presidents have been, 

“white, male and slightly built.” 

¢ “Nearly ail were loners and had difficulty making 


friends of either sex and especially in forming lasting 
normal relationships with women.” 


«Normal family relationships were absent or disrupt- 
ed.” 


© “All of the assassins were unable to work steadily 
during a period of one to three years before the assassi- 
nation.” 

« “All of the assassins tended to link themselves to a 
cause ora movement. . .” 

“All but {Lee Harvey] Oswald used a handgun.” 

¢ “At great risk to themselves, nearly all chose the oc- 
casion of an appearance of the president. amid crowds for 
the assassination attempt.” . 

On this record. the commission predicted that “the 
next assassin to strike at a president would have most” of 
these attributes. 

The resemblances between the commission's 1969 pro- 
file and John Hinckley are striking. He appears to be just. 
the hee of person we would have expected to do this 
deed. 

Yet Secret Service Director H. Stuart Knight said last 
year: “There is no profile of an assassin. We keep search- 
ing for it, but there is no sure-fire profile.” And, of 
course, he is quite right — because the profile of the as- 
sassin is also the profile of thousands of unhappy indi- 
viduals who never commit an act of violence. As the 
Commission on Violence recognized, the personal attri- 
butes of its typical assassin, until the moment he strikes, 
can be found in “many valuable, trustworthy citizens.” 


— 


0® 


But if the profile is not “sure-fire,” 
it is not entirely useless, either. It 
contains clues to the better protec- 
tion of the president that are worth 
pursuing, 


The profile identifies the presi- 
dential appearance in a crowd as the 
moment of choice, and it also identi- 
fies the handgun as the weapon of 
choice. The choice of the handgun is 
not entirely rational: The serious 
political assassin in more unstable 
parts of the world would choose a 
yifle or explosives, and he would 
have confederates to assist him. Our 
sick, pathetic American assassin is a 
loner who chooses a leas reliable 
weapon — even a “Saturday Night 
Special” with little “stopping 
power.” To be sure, the concealable 
nature of the weapon enables him to 
get closer to the target in a crowd — 


but so close that he can have no rea- 
sonable hope of escape. 


Can we reduce the risk that the 
potential assassin, the handgun and 
the president will converge into trag- 
edy? Are presidential discretion and 
protection a potential variable in 
this morbid equation, or must we ac- 
cept the mothlike passion of all 
presidents to fly close to the flame? 
Js the handgun a potential variable, 
or must we take it as a given, a con- 
stant, in a nation possessing 60 mil- 
lion such weapons? 
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There are two major variables in 
the asgassination equation. One is the 
possibility of stricter limits and con- 
trols on the president’s appearances 
amid crowds in public places. A 
president’s chances of being attacked 
vary in direct proportion to his inter- 


actions with uncontrolled crowds of 
people in unsecure areas. 

Js it prudent to announce in ad- 
vance the president’s whereabouts at 
a@ specific time, to predict his exact 
location by the clustering of TV and 
press cameras, and then to allow 
unauthorized and unidentified peo- 
ple to approach within a dozen feet 
of that spot? Was it necessary to 
have a “photo opportunity” outside 


. the Washington Hilton? Given the 


available photo opportunities inside 
the hall where the president spoke — 
and where metal detectors could 
have been used — was there any 
purpose for the outside photo op- 
portunity, except to witness — gnd 
inadvertently to cause — any trag- 
edy that might occur? 

_And if the outside photo oppor- 
tunity was a reasonable risk, 
shouidn’t a security perimeter have 
been established further from the 


president's path and more carefully 
controlled by checking press 
badges? Magnificently as the Secret 
Service performed from the mo- 
ment of attack, could there have 
been a laxness in observing these- 
textbook precautions — under- 
standable after the lull of several 
years since the last such attack? 

As with the attack on President 
Reagan, the two unsuccessful at- 
tacks on President Ford and the 
killing of President Kennedy, all oc- 
curred when the president was ex- 
posed on a street to unscreened 
crowds of individuals. In a country 
with 60 million handguns, freely 
available to the thousands of Amer- 
jeans who fit within the “profile of 
the assassin,” a prudent president 
must recognize that the streets of 
this nation are even less safe for 


him than they are for the ordinary | 


citizen. The Commission on Vio- 
lence observed that the president 
can “limit his public appearances to 
meeting places to which access is 
carefully controlled, especially by 
the use of electronic arms-detection 
equipment.” As the commission 
said: “Effective security can exist if 
the president permits.” 


ipbell was 


The second important variable is 
the handgun. The handgun is not 
sthe aasassin’s weapon of 
choive.'It is the choice of the perpe- 
trators of most violent crimes. It has 
no redeeming social virtue. The Com- 
mission on Violence recommended 
that handguns be both registered and 
licensed, and that licenses be re- 
stricted to those who could show 
both responsible character and a le- 
gitimate need. i 

The Gun Control Act of '1968, 
while it bans the importation of 
many small, cheap handguns, no- 
netheless permits the importation of 
Saturday Night Special parts for as- 
sembly in the United States, as was 
true’ of the handgun used to shoot 
President Reagan. Chairman Strom 


“Thurmond of the Senate Judiciary 


Committee is reported to be willing 


_ to close this loophole. Sen. Thur- 


mond is also said to be interested in 
establishing a system for requiring 
local police to notify the FBI and the 
Secret Service whenever an individ- 
ual is arrested with a weapon in the 
same city near the same time as the 
visit of a president or a presidential 
candidate. The FBI was apparently 
notified of John Hinckley's arrest 
with three handguns in Nashville, 
but evidently failed to notify the Se- 
eret Service. 


' } Prof. dames Q. Wilson and his 


Harvard colleague, Mark Moore, 
have suggested more generally that 
persons arrested “in public place 
with a gun and without a permit” 
should be treated far leas leniently 
than than they now are, They suggest 
use of airport-type hand-held magnet 
meters on street frisks of suspects — 
an idea that would seem to be espe- 
cially applicable to persons allowed 
to crowd into nearby areas as presi- 
dents make entrances and exits from 
public buildings. 

The Kennedy-Rodino Handgun 
Crime Control Bill of 1979, soon to 
be reintroduced in the present Con- 
gress, would prohibit pawnbrokers 
from dealing in handguns at all, be- 
cause of the long history of abuse and 
irresponsibility by these sources of 
the weapons used in violent crimes. 
That legislation, based in part on 


work undertaken by both the Ford’ , 


and Carter dustice Departments, 
contains a number of other, more sig- 
nificant provisions sensibly and prac- 
ticably designed to curb our national 
jrresponsibility about handguns, 
There are even stronger measures 
of great promise we may now be will- 
ing to take. One is the proposal that 


Lloyd Cutler and James Campbell are lawyers in 
Washington. Cutler was executive director of the Na- 
tional Commission on Violence created by President 
dohnson after the assassinations of Martin Luther 


| ing and Robert. Ker 


King and Robert Kennedy. 


\dguns be both registered and 
msed, A complementary measure 
would be to grant amnesty and pay a 
generous bounty for all unlicensed 
. handguns that are voluntarily sur- 
rendered within a year after the 
licensing law takes effect. If they all 
came in, the one-time cost would be 
in the range of $1 billion — a mere 
fraction of what we now spend annu- 
ally to deter, detect and punish the 
crimes these handguns are wused to 
commit. 

At long last, we should also act on 
the 1969 commission’s proposal for a 
major funding commitment to de- 
velop better methods of detecting the 
presence of concealed handguns and 
ammunition in public places. It 
should be possible to appy a chemical 
treatment to all handgun ammuni- 
tion that would give it a detectable 
scent which could be picked up by a 
sensitive “sniffing” device. After 
President Kennedy's assassination, 
some of our best scientists suggested 
that ammunition could also be 
“tagged” with a low-level radioactive 
substance readily detectable by a 
hand-held Geiger counter. Very little 
has been done to prove out this 
promising idea. 


Ee) 6 
This president and the members of 
his party in Congress, if they are pre- 


pared to move, can win the passae 
of many such legislative propsal>. 

. They have shown the courage tu 
buck the conventional wisdom as to 
the Political impossibility of sharply 
cutting government expenditures. 
and they are turning public opinion 
around on this issue. The same polit- 
ical courage is needed to contro! the 
handgun. 


President Reagan has fortunately 
survived the most recent of these 
recurring assagsination attempir. 
History has handed him a unique op- 
portunity — the best any presidem 
will ever have — to reduce the blight 
of the destructive and despicable 
handgun on the American social and 
political scene. 


That would surely be better than 
waiting passively and with bated 
breath for the next attempt to be 
made by another loner with access ty 
a handgun and a compulsion to reen- 
act the television drama all of -us 
have just witnessed. just as John 


- Hinckley may have been reenacting 


the plot of “Paxi Driver.” 


Immediately after surgery. Presi- 
dent Reagan repeated Winston 
Churchill's jest that there is nothing 
more exhilerating than to be shot at 
without result. It would be wonderful 
if this time we could achieve a result 
~~ a happy instead of a tragic one. 
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Don’t Rage 
At the 
Inexplicable 


Maureen Reagan, on the after- 
noon it happened, asked us all to be 
angry. But angry at what? A neat 
geometric modei could be con- 
structed of a’ society in which a 
young man detected carrying three 
pistols at an airport in Nashville 
should have been, somehow, meu- 
tralized, though exactly how is not 
self-evident. 

The same médel might inform us 
that when a semi-anonymots young 
man writes a strange letter to a 
young movie star freshly matric- 
ulated at Yale University, such a 
communication should have passed 
instantly into the hands of the q 
put there are girls who get letters 
from suitors who say they will blow 
up City Hall if they do not receive 
a valentine, and it is usual to smile 
at such missives, and go back to 
work. 4 E 

Such a model might advise the 
prudence of keeping an eye on any- 
one judged too kooky to be admitted 
to membership in the American Nazi 
Party, but since exclusion from such 
an elite would make kooks of a good 
many of us, how would the model 
provide enough guards? : 

The mode] might more easily 
make a case for tighter security by 
the Secret Service when the presi- 
dent wanders about town, but are we 
enjoined to be angry at a group of 
men, one of whom threw himself in- 
to the Hne of fire to protect 
Maureen's father, and our presi 
dent? é 


Making Ourselves Unrecognizable 

By the time the engineer of the 
model that would entitle us to anger 
finished his labors, he’d be too ex- 
hausted to express any emotion at 
all. And our society would be tn- 
recognizable. 

“and God said to Jonah, Doest 
thou well to be angry for the gourd? 
And he said, I do well to be angry, 
even unto death. 


2 
AS 


“Then said the Lord, Thou hast 

had pity on the gourd, for the which 

- thou has not labored, neither madest 
it grow, which came up in a night, 
and perished in a night.” 

Jokn Hinckley, like the killer of 
Allard Lowenstein, is for all intents 

“ and purposes as inexplicable as 
Mount St. Helens, and probably as 
uncontrollable. It isn’t anger that we 
summon but, paradoxically, the kind 
of joy that comes distinctively from 
the submission the Lord urged on Jo- 
nah, who was angry that the Lord 
did not destroy Ninevah notwith- 
standing that Jonah ‘had promised 
that He would. 

The joy we feel js, at the immedi- 
ate level, caused by Ronald Reagan’s 
survival - leavened only by sadness 
over the awful wounding of Jim Bra- 


dy and two others. The deeper joy . 


comes from the behavior of Ronald 
Reagan under stress. 


Professor Jeffrey Hart ‘remarks 
that that behavior has had the effect 
of exoroising the miasma of Ameri- 
can Evil as Principal Cause of vio- 
lence. That there is evil isn’t to be 
doubted, let alone that there is will- 
fulness and, arguably, criminal in- 
difference in our courtrooms and 
prosecutors’ offices. 

But the charges against America 
have been comprehensive, not par- 
ticular. When Robert Kennedy was 
Killed, Arthur Schlesinger con- 
signed all of America to perdition, 
all but invoking on it the curse that 
Jonah sought for Nineveh. Edward 
Kennedy accosted the news of the at- 
tempted assassination with an im- 
promptu sermon on the same theme. 
It has been ricocheting down the ec- 
ho chambers of self-abuse since the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy. 

What Reagan did, as Professor 
Hart perceives it, was instantly to in- 


hed 


Exec AD Adm.__ 

Exee AD Inv. 

Fwee AD LES —_ 
Voke perspective. All the enduring !'-? 
values then struck us, rather than Servs. 
those that sink the spirit when ad- Inv. 
versity comes. “Who's minding the 
Shop?” - ie. the shop had to be 
minded — Society has notcometoan + 
end. “I've ruined my best suit” — Le, ratory 
measured on the scales of the Old - tc 
Testament, an attempted assassina- oad 
tion is barely noticeable. And “ify - & Insp. — 
got this much attention in Holly- Mgnt. 
wood, I'd ever have left” - an artis- 1. Servs 
tically brilliant way of conveying an” ee 
appreciation of the transcendent °i"9 
unity of a disparate people who, in: Affs. Off. _ 
an emergency, come together, rath- hone Rm. 
er than expose themselves, like Jo- "5 Sec! 
nab, to dehydration and death. TRUE SEE is: 


> The doctor at the hospital said, 

‘Today we are all Republicans,” Few 
Democrats would begrudge the 
statement, or the generality that the 
heroism of Ronald Reagan made det. 
ter men of all Americans, 
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F.B.I. Confirms 
| That Struck Reagan 


r Specielto The New York Times J 

WASHINGTON, April 3— The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation confirmed today 
that the special explosive bullets that 
struck President Reagan, a Secret Serv- 
ict agent and a District of Columbia po- 
lee officer malfunctioned and did not 
detonate on impact. 

‘The bureau said it belfeved that the bul- 
let that struck James S. Brady, the Presi- 
dent’s press secretary, was the same 
type and had exploded when it struck Mr. 
Brady in the head. Physicians who oper- 
ated on Mr. Brady recovered four bullet 
fragments from his brain. | 

Thomas Kelleher, assistant director i 
charge of the bureau's laboratory divi- 
/tsion, confirmed at a news conference this 5 
‘afternoon that the bullets that hit Mr. : 
“Reagan and the two law-enforcement ' 
officers were ‘Devastators,” an expio-: 
sive bullet manufactured until late last ! 
year by a small Georgia company. He 
,Said there was a “‘strong probability that 
ithe round taken from Mr. Brady’ was 
ialsoa Devastator. 


"| Mr. Kelleher said the bureau learned 
tyesterday afternoon that the .22-caliber 
"bullets used in Monday’s attack were ex- 

plosive in nature. As a result, he said, the 
bureau informed physicians that the bul- 
let that was lodged in the neck of Thomas 
K, Delahanty, a District of Columbia po- 
lice officer, could possibly detonate. 


A Three-Hour Operation 


The bullet was removed from Mr. Dela- 
hanty's neck in a three-hour operation 
last night. Doctors said this morning that 
the officer was in stable but serious 
condition. 

Until late last year, Mr. Kelleher said, 
this particular type of exploding bullet 
was made by Bingham, Ltd., a company - 

swith eight employees in Norcross, Ga. H 

Mr. Kelleher said that the original bul- 
let and shell casing were made by an- 
other manufacturer and that the Georgia | 
plant medified the projectiles, with an ex- i 
plosive charge inside a canister being ! 
placed in the nose of the bullet. 

He said the expiosive charge in the 
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Malfunctioning of Explosive Bullet 


Exec AD Adm, 
Exee AD Inv. 
a Exee AD LES 
Asst. Dir: 
Adm. Servs, 
Crim. Inv. 
Ident. 


canisters was lead azide. Gun experts 
told The New York Times that ante is} 
rich in nitrogen and very unstable, mean- i 
ing that it is easy to explode. 
Canisters In3 Bullets Intact 


While explaining that the bullets that ‘ 
struck Mr. Reagan, Mr. Delahanty and 
Timothy J. McCarthy, the wounded Se. 
cret Service agent, had not exploded, Mr. 
Xelleher did not say how the bureau had i 
made that determination. Tonight the bu- 
ate geld that further analysis showed : 

jthat the canisters were still intact i 

tet ct in all 


|_Mr. Kelleher said at his news briefing 
ithat it was not until yesterday that the 


+F.B.1. determined that the bullets used in 
the attacked were explosive in nature. 


He said that determination was made 
after the manufacurer sent the F.B.1. 
specimens of the same type of bullet. 

Sandy Brygider, president of the Bing- 
ham concern, said today that the bullets 
like those fired at Mr. Reagan were de- | 


| veloped to enable sky marshals to shoot 
; hijackers without having the bullet pene. 
{ trate an airplane’s fuselage, which would 
j Cause rapid decompression in the air- 
t eraft. a : 4 

Heat Sald to Cause Explosion 


i 


He said the bullet was manufactured 
and distributed around the country for 
about one year and that the ammunition 
had been marketed to police agencies and 
licensed firearm dealers. The company 
stopped making the bullet because of 
tooling problems. 

At a news conference this morning, an 
official at the Washington Hospital Cen- 
ter, where Officer Delahanty is resting, 
said that the operation to remove the bul- 
tet lodged in his neck was “intricate, 
complicated and difficult.” 
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Bullet that hit Ron 
spares bystanders 


ByJOSEPH VOLZ 


Washington (News Bureau)—The explosive .22-caliber bullets—" Devas- 
tators"—used in the attack on President Reagan are designed to disable a 
suspect with a minimum of danger to bystanders, the head of the company 
that makes them said yesterday. The ammunition is also used by hunters to 
kill small animals. 

Thomas Kelleher, chief of the EBI’s laboratory division, said the FBI had 


never heard of Devastators until 
an empty box of the brand was 
found in the hotel room occupied 
by John W. Hinckley-Jr., the man 
accused. of trying to murder 
Reagan. The hasan extensive 
file on bullet Types, but the file 
does not contain information on 
Devastators, Keileher said. 


The empty cartridge box found 
in Hinckley’s room was reported- 
ly illustrated with a picture of a 
ean torn apart by a bullet, 


Sandy Brygider, president of 
Bingham Ltd., which makes De- 
vastators in the Atlanta suburb of 
Noreross, said. the ammunition 
was first developed to enable fed- 


OT i 


Reporter holds .22-caliber ap 
“Devastator” bullet and magazine 


hijackers without having the bul- 

let hit passengers or penetrate 
the outer wail of an airplane and 
cause rapid decompression of the cabin at high altitudes. 

By exploding upon impact, the bullet is designed to fragment and scatter 
Shards of metal in the victim's body, penetrating less deeply than a normal 
round, he said. But if the explosive fails to function, he added, the 
projectile acts like a normal bullet. 

The bullets cost $12.75 for a box of 12, officials said. g 


ee 


eral “sky marshals” to bring down” 
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The Exploding Bullets 
By Pete Barley and Charles Babcock 


‘Washington Post Statt Writers 

The bullets that struck President Reagan and two of the 
three other persons wounded in Monday’s assassination 
attempt were positively identified yesterday by the FBI as 
“Devastators” ~~ expensive, customized .22-caliber cart- 
ridges designed to explode upon impact with the force of 
slugs fired from much more powerful handguns. None of 
those bullets exploded, however. 

A “strong probability” exists that a fourth bullet, which 
struck White House press secretary James 8, Brady in the 
head, was a Devastator that did explode. 

‘The FBI said last night after further tests that the ex- 
plosive container in the bullet that hit Reagan was still 
complete and that none of the material had leaked into the 
president's chest as was first feared. 

Although federal authorities said they were not familiar 
with Devastators, a check of 21 ammunition dealers in the 
Lubbock, Tex. area — where alleged assailant John W. 
Hinckley dr., purchased three handguns — shows that ex- 
ploding ammunition, including Devastators, is readily avail- 
able. e 

Lubbock pawn shop owner Scott Elmore said exploding 
bullets were the “in thing” about a year ago for hunting 
rabbits and were sold at most gun stores. They are usually 


used in rifles. The bullets, however, 
were not reliable, Elmore said, and 
their popularity diminished. At least 
one major Lubbock ammunition deal- 
er, K-B Guns, still selis Devastators, 
primarily to police. 
‘Thomas Kelleher, assistant FRI di- 
rector in charge of the agency's labo- 
tatory, said the bullets removed from 
Secret Service Agent Timothy J. Me- 
Carthy and D.C. policeman Thomas 
K. Delahanty also were identified as 
Devastators. 

‘The crime leb chief said it is un- 
clear why the bullet that hit Brady 
exploded while the three other slugs 
did not. An official for Bingham Ltd, 
the Norcross, Ga., company that man- 
ufactarers Devastators, told the FBI 
that the bullets had to be traveling at 
Jeast 900 feet per second to burst on 
impact. 

‘One possible reason the slugs didn’t 
explode, a ballistics expert suggested, 
is because the RG14 six-shot revolver 
which Hinckley is accused of using 
had a 1 3/4-inch barrel, far too short 
to allow the bullet to reach its full 
power. 

Sandy L. Brygider, director of 
Bingham Lid, said Devastators were 
ereated for “defensive use.” They were 
designed primarily for use against sky- 
jackers by skymarshals who needed a 
round that could be fired aboard an 
airplane without the risk of penetrat: - 
ing the aircraft skin and causing rapid 
decompression. The bullets have been 
available commercially since 1978. 
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‘Technical experts at Bingham Ltd., 
said they enlarge the hole in the tip of 
a standard -22caliber long-rifle hol- 
low-point bullet and insert a small 
aluminum cup which is filled with 
from one to three grains of lead azide. 
The tip is sealed with lacquer. The 
bullet is designed to explode on im- 
pact when the lead azide is crushed. 

Asked if the bullet is more or less 
deadly than a conventional .22 bullet, 
Kelleher said, “I really don’t know 
but, normally, fragmentation causes 
more damage. It's made to reduce 
penetration and keep all the punch 
that you can.” 

A company spokesman for Devas- 
tator said the bullet has the impact of 
one shot from a .38-caliber or larger 
handgun. 


Kelleher aaid it was possible but 
not probable that the bullet in Presi- 
dent Reagan's lung could have deto- 
nated or exploded during the opera- 
tion to remove it. 

Noting that the bullet had hit th 
president’s car before striking him, 
Kelleher said, “It already had taken as 
big a shock as it was going to take on 
the ricochet.” 

Delahanty underwent emergency 
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FBI DOs , 


@ @..:: Thursday night at the Wash- 


ington Hospital Center to remove the 
bullet lodged near his spinal cord after 
the FBI had told his doctors it might 
be explosive. “Our concern was the 
bullet’s location in the neck near the 
spinal column,” Kelleher said. He 
added that there were concerns that 
the bullet still might ignite because of 
heat or shock from some hospital 
treatment. 

Kelleher and FBI spokesman Roger 
S. Young defended the length of time 
it took for the FBI to determine that 
the bullets were Devastators. The 
Washington Post reported yesterday 
that an empty box labeled “Devas- 
tator” was found in Hinckley’s hotel 
room by investigators Monday. But 
Kelleher said the bureau had not 
heard the name “Devastetors” until 
Tuesday. 

There was further delay because 
not a single reference about Devas- 
tators was found in the 3,000 cases on 
file in the bureau's firearms lab, he 
said. After a full day’s search Tues- 
day, it was learned that the manufac- 
turer was the Bingham company, and 
a request was sent tc the manufactur- 
er for specimens of the shells, Kelle- 
her gaid. 

The cartridges didn’t arrive until 
‘Thursday aftemoon and after a quick 
examination Delahanty’s doctors were 
informed about the possibility that he 
was still carrying a potentially explo- 
sive round. 

Kelleher noted that it was also like- 
ly that the two bullets that did.not 
hit anyone were Devastators as well. 
One hit the president’s limousine win- 
dow and fragmented. The other hit 
the window of a building across the 
street and fragmented. 

A source said, however, that FEI 
agents were told two hours after the 
shooting that the bullets fired. at 
Reagan could not have been conven- 
tional ammunition because the bullet 
hole in the glass window across the 
street was too large for a .22-caliber 
and because pieces of the bullet were 
found on the floor between the glass 
and a drape. . Be 

Although the FBI did not have any 
records about Devastators in its files, 
the D.C. Police Firearms Unit. has a 
pox of Exploders made by Bingham 
in its bullet library. Exploders are 
made exactly like Devastatorg, except 
they are a larger caliber bullet than 
223, 


"The Devastators fall under the 
same regulations a3 leas powerful con- 


ventional bullets even though they | 


have exploding heads, A bullet must 
have at least one-fourth of an ounce 
of explosive in its tip to come under 
stricter federal rules governing artil- 
lery shells. 
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‘Explosive’ Bullet 


Causes Controversy 


By Fred Hiatt 
Washington Star Staff Writer 


D.C. Police Officer Thomas K. Del- 
ahanty, who was shot during the at- 
tempted assassination of President 


aboxt his doctors’ plan to leave a bul- 
jet in his neck. 

When he jearned late Thursday 
the bullet was potentially explosive 
~a miniature bomb waiting to go off 
— his doubts became a conviction. 

“He said, ‘Let's go, and he got out 
of bed and started walking toward 
the operating room,” said Dr. Mi- 

- chael W. Dennis, who gave Del- 
ahanty the news. “At that point we 
had to say, ‘Slow down, we still need 
to get some studies.’ ” 

The FBI disclosed late Thursday 
afternoon that the bultet that 
wounded the president — presum- 
ably fired from the same gun that 
fired at Delahanty ~ was an explod- 

sing “Devastator” slug. Such bullets 
can be detonated by impact or heat, 
causing more damage than an ordi- 
nary bullet, and the FBI's revelation 
triggered an intense spurt of activity 
at the Washington Hospital Center, 
«where doctors and patient alike had 
bdeiieved the excitement was over. 

Tt also set off a battie between the 
hospital and D.C, police about how 
to handle the news, culminating in 
@ shouting match between Police 


Chief Burtell M. Jefferson and Rich- 
ard M. Loughery, the hospital's chief 
executive officer, 

And it left a number of D.C. police 
officers angry and puzzled about 
why the FBI waited three days to tell 
them about the empty “Devastator” 
box agents found-in the hotel room 
of Reagan's alleged assailant, John 
W, Hinckley Jr, 

“If they (the FBI) knew or had a 

strong suspicion that it was an expio- 
sive Dullet, i was unnecessarily ex-_ 
posing our officer who was lying 
with a bullet in the neck,” said one 
police official who asked not to be 
named. 
. Surgeons initially intended to 
leave the bullet, which was in a rel- 
atively ihaccessible spot, to see if 
Delahanty could live comfortably 
without surgery. But they operated 
after hearing of the potential danger 
Thursday. 

The FBI analyzed the bullet re- 
moved from Delahanty’s neck and 
confirmed that it was, in fact, a 
“Devastator” builet that had failed to 
explode. 

Delahanty was reported in good 
condition yesterday. He remained in 
the intensive care unit for observa- 
tion, a hospital spokesman said. 


€ 


FBI officials said they began lab- 


* oratory tests on the bulletsafter they 


found the “Devastator” box Monday 
hight. But they did not positively 
identify them as the ones allegedy 
used by Hinckley until Thursday, 
and they said they did not want to 
alarm Delahanty needlessly. 

An FBI spokesman, David Divan, 
said the FBI found the bullets were 


Reagan Monday, always had doubts - explosive by analyzing those re- 


moved from the president and from 
wounded Secret Service agent Timo- 
toy McCarthy and comparing them 
to the “Devastator” bullets obtained 
from the manufacturer in Georgia. 
FBI officials also said that the bullet 
that struck White House press sec- 
retary James S. Brady in the brain 
exploded upon impact, which could 
account for the serious injury he sus- 
tained. . 

When FBI officials were certain of 
the type of bullets with which they 
were dealing, they called both Chief 
Jefferson and Dr. Howard Champi- 
on, director of the trajima unit at the 
hospital, who received his call at 
about 3:50 p.m. Thursday. Champion 
then met with Dr. Norman Horowitz 
and Trueman Haskell, the assistant 
administrator for risk management, 
all of whom decided they needed 
more information from the FBI be- 
fore proceeding. 


At 4:30 p.m. two FBI ballistics ex- 
perts, several District police officials 
and Dr, Michae! W. Dennis joined 
the other officials for more discus. 
sion. Forty-five minutes later, they 
decided to recommend surgery. 

Dennis and Horowitz explained 
their recommendation to Delahanty, 
who immediately gave his consent. 
But between that moment and 9:30 
pim., when surgery finally began, 
Delahanty had time to grow nervous 
about his predicament. 


“It was a bit of a shock, because 
they'd told him they were going to 
leave the bullet in,” said one officer 
from Delahanty's precinct, “And 
then you find you have an explosive 
in your back.” ' 

Dr. William Fouty, who became an 
expert at removing undetonated pro- 
jectiles during his service in Viet- 
nem, went into the surgical area to 
ask for nurses and anesthesiologists. 
to volunteer for the potentially haz- 
ardous duty: By 8 p.m., the surgical 
team was ready for last-minutes X- 


nee 


rays to pinpoint the location of the 
bullet. 
Outside the pperating room, meat- 


. While, hospital officais and police 


were quarreling about whether to 
inform the press, Hospital spokes- 
woman Jane P. Snyder said the po- 


~ lice wanted to keep the unexpected 


surgery a secret, something she 
knew could not be done. 

“T knew damn well it was going to 
leak,” she said, “Before J could get 


“the statement -written, | had had 


calls from five of the media.” 


+ At a postoperative press confer- 
ence, Jefferson and Loughery shout- 


--ed at each other as they fought over 


whether Jefferson or the doctors 
would speak first to the press. Jef- 


- ferson, who made @ brief statement 


and then declined to answer ques- 
tions, could not be reached for com 
ment Friday. 

he surgery lasted from 9:30 p.m. 
‘until 11:50 p.m. and was a success, 
with surgeons taking no special pre- 
cautions ~ except to make sure, Den- 
nis said, “not to drop the bullet.” 

Despite Delahenty'’s favorable 
prognosis, several of his colleagues 
remain upset about why he had to 
wait so long. 

“We work well with the Bureau 
(FBI) as a rule, and I would like to 
give them the benefit of the doubt,” 
said one knowledgeable police offi- 
cial, “But these kinds of questions 
are going to be raised.” 
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May Take Upto3 Months 


By ROBERT PEAR 
‘Special to The New York Times. 


WASHINGTON, April 3 — Psychia- 
trists examining John W. Hinckley Jr. at 
a Federal prison in North Carolina will 
probably try to discover every possible 
detail about his personal, social, criminal 
and psychiatric history, from the mo 
ment he was born to the present. 

Experts in the field of forensic psychia- 
try, in a series of interviews today, de- 
scribed the standard procedure for such 
examinations, which can take as long as 
three months. 

Mr, Hinckley, the 25-year-old son of a 
Colorado oil company executive, has 
been formally charged with firing the 
shots that wounded President Reagan 
and a Secret Service agent here on Mon- 
day. He was taken yesterday to the Fed- 
eral Correctional Institution at Butner, 
N.C., where he will undergo tests de- 
signed to ascertain his state of mind at 
the time of the shooting, including his ca- 
pacity to form the ‘specific intent’”’ that 
would be part of the definition of such a 
crime. 

Dr. Park Elliott Dietz, an assistant pro- 
fessor of psychiatry at Harvard who used 
to be in charge of pretrial evaluations at 
Bridgewater State Hospital in Massachu- 
setts, ernphasized that courts, not doc- 
tors, ultimately decided whether a de- 
fendant was responsible for his conduct 
at the time of the alleged crime. How- 
ever, judges and juries often make sub- 
stantial allowances for opinions ex- 
pressed by psychiatrists. 

Sirhan Case Cited 

The pretrial exatnination of the suspect 
should be “‘as broad and as detailed as 
possible,” said Dr, Seymour Pollack, di- 
rector of the Institute of Psychiatry, Law 


and Behavioral Science at the University 
of Southern California. Dr. Pollack testi. 
fied as a Government witness at the trial 
of Sirhan B. Sirhan. 

He said that Mr, Sirhan was mentally 
ill, but nevertheless acted with “malice 
aforethought” when he killed Robert F. 
Kennedy in 1968. Mr. Sirhan was found 
guilty and fs still in prison in California. 

In a comprehensive pretrial examina- 
tion such as the one ordered for Mr. 
Hinckley, psychiatrists said, they would 
routinely try to interview his friends and 
relatives, including his parents. North 
Carolina officials reported that Mr. 
Hinckley’s parents visited him today, for 
the first time since he was charged with 
shooting Mr. Reagan. 

Doctors familiar with such cases said it 
was likely that Government psychiatrists 
would have access to the vast amounts of 
data about Mr. Hinckley that was col- 
lected by the Federal Bureau of Jnvesti- 

ation since the shooting. : 

"Although prison officials refused to an- 
swer any questions about Mr. Hinckley | 
today, forensic psychiatrists at other in-! 
stitutions said that his examination 
would almost certainly include these ele- 
ments: : 

GA complete physical examination 
with all the laboratory tests ordinarily 


given to patients entering a hospital. 

GNeurological tests, probably includ- 
ing an electroencephalogram and X-rays 
of the skull and brain, 

9A full account of Mr. Hinckley’s per- 
sonal, social, criminal and psychiatric 
history, as revealed in interviews with 
him, his friends and relatives. In prepar- 
ing this account, psychiatrists would also 
use all the information they could obtain 
from police reports and school, military 
and medical records, including evidence 
of prior hospitalization and drug abuse, if 
any. . 

Psychological tests designed to meas- 
ure intelligence and personality traits. 
Usually there are pencil-and-paper tests, 
oral questions, pictures to interpret and 
puzzies to put together. 


GIntensive observation, by doctors and * 


nurses, of what Mr. Hinckley says and 
does while in prison. 

GA “mental status examination,” con- 
sisting of specific questions asked in a 
standardized way, to show how Mr. 
Hinckiey’s mind now functions. He would 
typically be asked to discuss his sleeping. 
and eating habits and to interpret prov- 
erbs such as, “Don’t count your chickens 
before they hatch.” 

¥f they follow the usual practice, prison 
psychiatrists will also try to question Mr. 
Hinckley in detail about the period be- 
fore, during and after the shooting. If he 
acknowledged having done it, he might 
then be asked whether he thought it was 
wrong and whether he realized the conse- 
quences of his act. 

Statements made by a defendant in 
such an examination are not supposed to 
be used as evidence against him at a 
criminal trial. 
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|PARENTS OF SUSPECT 
VISIT HIM AT PRISON 


Hinckleys See Son for First Time 
Since He Was Charged With 
Shooting the President 


BUTNER, N.C., April 3 (AP) — The 
parents of John W. Hinckley Jr. visited 
their son today for the first time since he 
was charged with trying to assassinate 
President Reagan after they made a 
cross-country journey to the prison where. 
the suspect is being held under tight se. 
curity, officials said. 

Agents of the State Bureau of Investi- 
gation drove Mr. Hinckley’s parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. John W. Hinckley Sr., from the 
Raleigh-Durham Airport to the Federal 
prison, an aide to the state Attorney Gen- 
oral, Ratas: Eee said. The couple 
eft their home in Evergreen, Colo., 
oe le., yes- 

Mr. Hinckley’s parents entered the 


; Prison grounds at 1:43 P.M. Three hours. 


later they emerged and returned to Ra- 
leigh-Durham where they were said to be 
headed for Washington. . 

Mr. Hinckley was brought toe the Fed- 
eral Correctional Institution yesterday 
after a Federal judge ordered additional 
mental tests. He had been held at the Ma- 
rine Corps base in Quantico, Va., since 
his arrest Monday on charges of trying to 
kill the President. 

90-Day Stay Scheduled 


Tom DeCair, a Justice Department 
spokesman, said Mr. Hinckley would stay 
at Butner for 90 days for psychiatric 
evaluation. 

“He is in an eight-room hospital unit. 
He is by himself in a secured area and he 
is confined to that area for security rea- 
sons, obviously,’ Mr. DeCair said. 

The medium-security Federal center 
provides psychiatric care and programs 
for psychotic inmates and repeat offend 
ers, and mental competency tests for de- 
fendants before the Federal courts. 
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At prison without walls, Hinckley’s 


‘ . 


the exception 


By JOSEPH VOLZ 


Washington (News Bureau}—The 
Federal Correctional Institution in 
Butner, N.C., where John W. Hinckley 
Jr. is being held is testimony to a 
reform movement in the American pris- 
on system. 

The facility has no walls. Many 
prisoners stroll along the college-like 
grounds in clothing of their choice, 
play tennis and live in pleasantly fur- 
nished rooms with televison sets. These 
inmates have keys to their rooms and 
the rooms have ne bars. 

Not Hinckley. The 25-year-old sus- 
pect accused of trying to assassinate 
President- Reagan is confined in a 
special cell and watched around-the- 
clock. 

But for inmates in a special experi- 
mental study program, Butner has an 
extensive job-training ptegram that 


goes far beyond the license-plate-fac- 
tory image of most prisons. Inmates, 
for instance, are taught air conditioner 
repair and the manufacture of optical 
lenses. 


" THE PROGRAM takes potentially 
. Violent inmates from the regular feder- 
al prison system and places them in a 
pleasant, rehabilitative environment. 
.., Butner has no gua towers and 


guards wear navy-blue blazers and 
slacks as they -patrol the 42acre 
grounds, that are enclesed by a double- 


chain dink fence topped by barbed 
wire, 3 


_The $14 million prison—it cost $10 
million more than planned—has a staff 
of 220 and a population of 320 inmates. 
Up to 75 prisoners live in-each of the 


one-story buildings. Butner i 
rt Bs ; opened in 


s, Hinekley is housed in a mental 
health unit, which usually aecommo- 
dates eight inmates, one in each room. 
Except for security staff, he is alone in 
the block in an 8-by-12foot cell. His 
room is furnished with a single bed, 
toilet, inattress, one pillow and blanket. 
-There is no radio or televison, All his 
meais are served in the cell, which has 
8 one-way window that allows psychia- 
trists to observe him. . 1 
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Hinckley begins testing 


as lawyers d 


By HARRISON RAINIE . 


Washington (News Bureau)—John Warnock Hinckley Jr., 
the man charged with trying to assassinate President 
Reagan; underwent his first day of extended mental exami. 
nation yesterday after his attorneys dropped their attempt 
to prevent government psychiatrists from interviewing him. 

Hinckley's parents visited him for the first time since the 
shooting. . 


The FBI pressed its search for evidence in the case, 
believing that perhaps some of the bystanders in a crowd 
just before Reagan was shot outside the Washington Hilton 
hotel might have taken pictures showing Hinckley firing ¢ 
.22caliber pistol at the President. It is expected that the 
case will soon he presented to a federal grand jury. 

Hinckley's father, John W. Hinckley Sr., a wealthy 


Colorado oilman, and his wife, Joanne, visited their son 
yesterday in his quarters at the federal Correctional 
Institution in Buter, N.C. The Hinckleys traveled to 
Butner from their $300,000 home in Evergreen, Cols. 

Tom DeCair, a Justice Department spokesman, said 
Hinckley will stay at Butner for up to 80 days for 
psychiatric evaluation. A staff psychiatrist said Hinckley 
was assigned to the top-security area, called the “seclusion 
area” or “special housing.” 


CHIEF DEFENSE attorney Vincent Fuller told Federal 
Court officials here that he no longer objected to govern- 
ment mental tests to determine Hinckley’s fitness to stand 
trial and his mental state at the time he allegedly tried to 
kill the President. The move cleared the way for Hinckley 

“to be tested at Butner. 


Hinckley was declared competent to stand trial in the 
shooting of the President and three others, but U.S. 
Attorney Charles Ruff requested additional, tests of the 
suspect, Judge William B. Bryant, chief judge of the 
Federal District Court in Washington, ordered up to 90 days 
of additional exams, during which time defense psychiatrists 
will also be allowed to interview the suspect. : 


It is those interviews that will likely determine the kind 
of defense that Fuller will offer for Hinckley. Fuller said 
on Thursday when he waived Hinckley’s right to a prelimi- 
nary exam that he might plead “insanity.” . 

Under federal law that governs criminal cases in the 
District of Columbia, he can offer a defense of “insanity,” 
although an acquittal of Hinckley under that charge forces 
the presiding judge to send him to a mental hospital for 
treatment until doctors certify that he is recovered. Conceiv- 
ably, then, Hinckley could spend the rest of his life in a 
mental facility. 
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! HOWEVER, D.C. LAW also offers & “diminished respon- ign3, 
sibility” defense, which allows a defendant to be acquitted 5 
without being judged insane. Diminished responsibility ery Ss. 
means that a suspect’s mental state prevented him from 19 
carrying out a premeditated or deliberate act. Affs. Off 
A letter found in Hinckley's room addressed to Jodie "¢ Rm. 
Foster, the teenage actress on whom Hinckley had a :'s Sec’y — 


desperate crush, read: “There is a definite possibility that 1 
Will be killed in my attempt to get Reagan. It is for this very 
reason that I am writing you this letter now... Jody, I 
would abandon this idea of getting Reagan in a second if J 
could only win your heart and live out the rest of my life 
with you, whether it be in total obscurity or whatever.” 
Hinckley had never met Foster. : a 
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Investigators who searched the downtown hotel room of 
‘Hinckley Jr. confiscated two tape record- 
ings ~- including one of telephone conversations betweer: 
Hinckley and a woman believed to be Jodie Foster, the 
teen-aged movie star Hinckley was apparently trying tc 
impress when he allegedly shot President Reagan, accord- 


John W. 


Phone Calls Recorded 


By Ron Shaffer and Laura A. Kiernan 


‘Washington Post Staff Writers 


ing to informed sources, 


‘The other tape recording taken from Room 312 of the 
Park Central Hotel here, the sources said, was of Hinckley 


playing the guitar. 


Law enforcement officials are considering the recorded 
conversations as further evidence of an obsession with the 
actress, an obsession that investigators believe led the shy, 


25-year-old drifter to shoot the president. 


An unmailed, two-page letter also found in the hotel 
room — addressed “Dear Jodie,” signed “John Hinckley” 
and apparently written less than two hours before Mon- 
day’s shooting — refers to telephone conversations with 


her. 


“Although we talked on the phone a couple of times, I 
never had the herve to’ simply approach you and introduce 


myself,” the letter reads. 


“Jodie,” the ‘letter reads, “I would abandon this idea of 


getting Reagan in a second if I could 
only win your heart and live out the 
rest of my life with you, whether it be 
in total obscurity or whatever.... 
The reason I'm going ahead with this 
attempt now is that I just cannot wait 
any longer to impress you.” - 

Foster, an 18-year-old freshman at 
Yale University, said in a news confer- 
ence Wednesday that she had never 
talked with Hinckley, although nu- 
merous letters signed “John W. 
Hinckley” or “J.W.H.” were among the 
thousands of pieces of unsolicited mail 
she has received. 

Investigators are working on the 
theory that the conversations referred 
to in the letter may have been made 
by an anonymous caller that Foster 
never knew by name. That caller 
could have been Hinckley, and the 
taped conversation could be one of 
the calls, sources said. 

"The tapes are now in the custody of 
the FBI, which is evaluating them as 
part of its investigation into the 
shooting that wounded Reagan, presi- 
dential press secretary dames S. 
Brady, D.C. policeman Thomas K. 
Delahanty and Secret Service agent 
‘Timothy J. McCarthy. All are recover- 


.ing in downtown hospitals. 


Federal investigators are checking 
the long-distance telephone calls from 
every place Hinckley is known to have 
stayed, including the home of his par- 
ents in a fashionable suburb of Den- 
ver, Colo. 


The FBI has declined comment on 
all aspecta of anything recovered from 
Hinckley’s hotel room here. The FBI 
inventory of those items is said to 
number more than a dozen pages, but 
the usually public record of that in- 
ventory hes been sealed by the court. 

Meanwhile, a task force of some 50 
people, principally FBI agents comple- 
mented by Secret Service officers and 
D.C. policemen, is sifting through 
hundreds of leads in an attempt to 
trace Hinckley’s travels across the 
country in the months prior to the 


shooting. 

Hinckley has been charged with 
attempted assassination of the presi- 
dent, a charge that could result in life 
imprisonment upon conviction, and 
assault on a federal officer — the Se- 
cret Service officer. 

A federal judge yesterday tentative- 
ly declared him mentally competent 
to stand trial, but ordered more thor- 
ough mental tests, including some to 
determine if he was sane at the time 
of the shooting. Hinckley is now being 
held in a psychiatric wing of the Fed- 
eral Correctional Institute in Butner, 


NC. 

dohn Hinckley Sr., chairman of the 
board of Vanderbilt Energy Corp. of 
Denver, and his wife visited their son 
for about two hours yesterday, along 
with lawyers from the Washington 
firm of Williams & Connolly, sources 


said. 

Before he was -flown to Butner by 
helicopter Thursday, Hinckley was 
being kept isolated in the Quantico 
Marine Base brig under extraordi- 
narily tight security precautions. 

Hinckley appeared passive to per- 
sons who saw him there. His sole re- 
quest during his confinement was for 
an electric razor. Law enforcement of- 
ficials promptly bought one for him, 
according to informed sources. 

Investigators believe that Hinckley 
developed an obsession for Foster, 
whose most talked-about role was that 
of a teen-aged prostitute in the 1975 
film “Taxi Driver.” 

Th that film, the driver, a mentally 
unstable war veteran who has fallen in 


Exec AD Adm. 
Exec AD Inv. 
Exec AD LES ___ 
Asst. Dir: 
Adm. Servs. 
Crim. Inv. 
Ident. 
Intell. 
Loborotory 
Legal Coun, __ 
Plan. & Insp. _ 
Rec. Mgnt. 
Tech. Servs, 
Training 
Public Affs. Off. _ 
Telephone Rm. 
Director's Sec’y _ 


The Washington Post A-LL 


Washinglon StarNews 
Daily News (New York) 
The New York Times 

The Wall Street Journal 
The AUanta Constitution 


The Los Angeles Times 


Date FA-3l * 


FBI Dos 


love with the prostitute, stalks a polit- 
ical candidate and plans io assassinate 
him. But those plans are foiled by a 
security guard. 

Hinckley was arrested at the Nash- 
ville metropolitan airport on Oct. 9 
when three guns he was carrying in 
his suitease set off a metal detector. 
Then-president Carter was in town on 
the same day and then-candidate 
Reagan was scheduled to be in Mem- 
phis on the same day. . 

The plane Hinckley was trying to 
board when he was arrested was 


headed for New York — where both 
Reagan and Carter were scheduled to 
be the following week. 

Federal investigators now believe 
there are definite parallels, sources 
said, between the behavior of Hinck- 
ley and that of Arthur Bremer, who 
shot George Wallace in Laurel, Md., 
in 1972 after atalking the candidate 
around the country. The author of the 
screenplay for “Taxi Driver” said the 
story was inspired by Bremer’s life. It 
is stil! unclear, however, whether 
Hinckley ever saw the film, 


ee 


What is clear, from the letter and 
the findings of investigators, is that 
Hinckley pursued Foster for seven 
months. He followed her to Yale, 
bragged to bar patrons that he was 
her boyfriend, hand-delivered numer- 
ous notes to her doorstep and stood 
outside her dormitory until, the letter 
says, he became “a topic of more than 
@ little conversation, however full of 
Fidicule it may be.” 

Foster said at her press conference 
that the letters she received at Yale 
that presumably came from Hinckley 
“were assumed to have been love-type 
letters.” . 

In one instance, she said, she re- 
ceived a greeting card with the words, 
“I love you,” written several times. 
Foster said she threw away the first 
letters she received, but several re- 
ceived after March 1 were turned over 
to her college dean and are now in the 
possession of the FBI. 

The Hinckley family has said little 
about their son since his arrest. On- 
Thursday, their next-door neighbor, 
William Sells Jr told reporters that 
the Hinckleys were unaware of their 
son’s reported infatuation with Foster 
or his possession of guns until it was 
reported in the media. 

Investigators have found evidence 
that Hinckley purchased at least six 
guns, three of which were confiscated 
in Nashville and two others of which 
were the same type of cheap, .22 cali- 
ber revolver used in the shooting of 
Reagan. . 

Federal investigators now have five 


.of the guns in their possession, includ- 


ing one found at the scene of Mon- 


“day's shooting outside the Washington 


Hilton Hotel, sources said yesterday. 
On the day of the shooting, Hinck- 
Jey’s parents said that their son had 
been under psychiatric care for five 
months before the shooting. 
Law enforcement officials have lo- 


cated the psychiatrist, who is practic- |} 


ing in the Denver area, but he has 


refused to discuss Hinckley with | 
them, citing the confidentiality of his | 


relationship with his patient. 
Meanwhile, Hinckley’s defense law- 


yers told government prosecutors yes- © 


terday that they would not appeal ‘the 
federal court order committing their 
client for psychiatric examination, a 
procedure that is expected to last at 
Jeast 80 days. 
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Experts Say Hinckley Fits 
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Mold of Typical Assassin 


By Steve Steckiow 
‘Washington Star Staff Writer 


Hf there is such a thing as a typical 
assassin, John Warnock Hinckley Jr. 
fits the mold. 2 

He was a loner, a young man who 
lacked direction and close friends, 
and who drifted from city to city, 
holed up in cheap motel rooms. 

The youngest child in an affluent, 
success-oriented family, he was a 
personal failure, a college dropout 
who resorted to fabricating work ex- 
periences on job applications. 

By the age of 25, his reality had 
transformed into fantasy. In his 
mind, he reportedly fashioned a love 
affair with a teen-age movie star 

whom he had never met. Dsperate 
to receive her attention, he appar- 
ently decided last Monday to commit 
a “historical deed” — the assassina- 
tion of the president of the United 
States. , 

Assassination experts inter- 
viewed by The Washington Star 
drew parallels between Hinckley 


and others who have shotator killed * 


political and historical figures, in- 
cluding President John F. Kenne- 
dy's assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald, 
Rev. Martin Luther King’s murder- 
er, James Ear] Ray and Gov. George 
C. Wallace's assailant, Arthur 
Bremer. 

Indeed, mental health experts 
who specialize in treating violent be- 
havior said Hinckley's history pro- 
vides a textbook case study of a 
would-be assassin. ‘ 

“As with Ray, as with Bremmer, as 
with Oswald, all were people who 
couldn't pull their own personal 
lives together, couldn’t hold a job, 
couldn't seem to stop drifting,” said 
Patricia Johnson McMillan, author 
of “Marina and Lee,” a psychological 
biography of the Oswalds. 

“They sought to stop drifting by 
fixing on a political figure and iden- 
tifying themselves with that person 
even if it meant sacrificing their 
own life or any kind of a life after 
that. .: it gives them an identity 
for all time.” 

Acommon element in many male 
assassins, the experts said, is their 
inability to relate well to women, 
Bremer, shortly before shooting 
Wallace, had been spurned by a 
woman. Ray’s only female ac. 
quaintances were prostitutes, Hinck- 

-ley had no known girlfriends, but 
-became obsessed with an 18-year-old 
movie starlet, Jodie Foster, who ap- 
peared in the violent film “Taxi 
Driver.” 


In an unmailed letter to Poster 
federal agents found in Hinckley’s 
District hotel room after the shoot- 
ing, he had written, “I would aban- 
don this idea of getting Reagan in a 
Second if I could only win your heart 
and live out the rest of my life with 
you... Give me the chance with 
this historical deed to win your re 
Spect and love.” 

Similarly, Oswald end Hinckley 
doth attempted to join extreme po- 
litical groups. Kennedy’s assassin ap- 
Plied to the Socialist Workers Party, 
but was rejected because the group 
did not have a branch in the south- 
Western United States, where he 
lived. Hinckley became a member of 
the National Socialist Party in Texas, 
& Nazi organization, but later was ex- 
pelled because party leaders claim 

; they found him too militant. Psychi- 
atrists Say the incident typified his 
inability to socialize, a problem 
shared by many assassins, 

Monday's murder attempt also was 
tinged with an ironic twist common 

; In recent American assassination 

cases — the assassin's own political 
beliefs seemed somewhat akin to his 
target's. 

“Why should he (Hinckley) shoot 

a conservative president if he's a 

Nazi, why should leftist Oswald 

shoot Kennedy and conservative 

Bremer, Wallace?” asked George 

McMillan, author of “The Making of 


ee Assassin — A Life of James Earl 
ay.” 


“The actual point is that with 
these guys, their so-called political 
facade really doesn't make any sense 
... What they have done is crudely 
transfer their anger to some politi- 
cal structure.” 

The anger that would cause some- 
one to try to murder the president 
most likely stemmed from early 
childhood and intensified over the 
years, according to mental health ex- 
perts, 

(The psychiatrists and psychol- 
ogists interviewed emphasized they 
have not examined Hinckley, and 
were basing their comments on 
news accounts of his background.) 

“Of all the assassins I have seen, 
their trouble didn’t start when they 
were 20 years old or 25, it went back 
into childhood,” said Dr. David Ab- 
Tahamsen, a New York City psycho- 
analyst who has examined 11 
persons arrested for threatening the 
life of a president, as well as “Son of 

Sam” Killer David Berkowitz. 


Dr. Abrahamsen's observations 
were substantiated in a just 
completed study of criminality by 
three Washington psychologists. 
Drs. Stanley and Eva Gochman and 
Saverio Fantasia interviewed nearly 
100 prisoners with assorted criminal 
records and found that the murder- 
ers stood out by their recollections 
of childhood. 

“The murderers all recalled ex- 
periences of wanting revenge, feel- 
ing violence had been done to 
them,” explained Dr. Stenley Goch- 

an. 

a Gochman was skeptical of reports 
that Hinckley’s childhood and ado- 
Jescence were normal. So were sev- 
eral psychiarists, including 
Abrahamsen, .- 

“His father was very successful 
and apparently Hinckley was trying 
to live up to his father’s ideals and 
wasn’t able to,” Abrahamsen said. 

Other psychiatrists noted that 
Hinckley's older sister and brother 

both graduated from college. His 30- 
year-old brother, Scott, entered the 


: family business and is now vice- 


president of Vanderbilt Energy 
rp. in Denver. : 
oe Abrahamsen said Hinckley's 
past closely matches the back- 
grounds of the other would-be assas- 
{sins he has examined. 
“He fits in particularly in regard 
ito his fantasy life and the apparent 
impression one has that he has been 
, @ personal failure on possibly many 
* levels — in regards to Schooling, and 
. in regards to his relationship with 
» girls and to his family.” 

“We find a man who is very frus- 
trated and trapped and finds no way 
out of it except to attempt killing. We 

_ find in the profile of most of the as- 
sassins that they are beset with in- 
ternal conflicts. They don’t know 
what to do because they have noself- 
esteem or esteem of others. The only 
thing they can think of is to carry 

pouta fantasy.” 
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For Hinckley, the fantasy of assas- 
sinating the president may have 
been influenced by Violent movies 
he had seen. For example, “Taxi 
Driver” is about an alfenated former 
Marine who plans the assassination 
of a U, S, senator. ? 
“I think it's possible thut it vented 
into his particular fantasy of how he 
might achieve a certain illustrious- 

} ness,” Dr. Stanley Gochman said, “1 
' think we underestimate what a 
film's impact can be on children and 
rsons who may be disturbed and 
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“Parents Visit 
Hinckley in 
N.C. Prison 


Suspect Undergoing 


Mental Examination 


By Jane Mayer 
Washington Ster Steff Writer 


The parents of the young drifter 
“accused of shooting President Rea- 
gan Monday were reunited with 
their son yesterday ~ now incarcer- 
ated in a federal psychiatric prison 
near Durham, N,C., where he awaits 
mental tests to determine his sanity. 
dohn W. Hinckley Sr., a wealthy 
Denver oil executive, and his wife 
JoAnn came out of seclusion from 
their luxurious home in the hills 
outside of Denver, Colo., to visit 
their 25-year-old son John Jr. 

Hinckley’s parents were chauf- 
fered from the Raleigh-Durham Air- 
port by North Carolina Bureau of 
Investigation agents and arrived at 
the sprawling facility in one of two 
identical brown sedans that entered 
the gates at 1:43 p.m. yesterday. _ 

The last time they had seen him 
was about two weeks ago. Then, 
neighbors said the rootless young 
man had parked his white Plymouth 
Volare in the garage of his parents’ 
spacious Evergreen, Colo., home, an- 
nouncing that he was off to Califor- 
nia to see friends and to find a job. 

jnstead, law enforcement officials 
allege, the younger Hinckley flew to 
Los Angeles, possibly picking up & 
gun he had purchased earlier, and 
‘then hopped a Greyhound bus to 
Washington. - 

Once in Washington, he allegedly 
loaded a cheap .22-caliber handgun 
‘with exploding “Devastator” bullets. 
And on Monday afternoon he alleg- 
ediy shot and wounded Reagan, his 
press secretary James S. Brady, a Se- 
cret Service agent and a D.C. police 
officer. 

Hinckley Sr., described by friends 
as politcally conservative and tem- 
peramentally private, and his wife 
spent “several hours” visiting their 
“son under “extremely tight” securi- 


ty, Justice Department officials said. ° 


‘The visit took place inside the But- 
mer Federal Correctional 
Institution, a modern medium- 
‘security psychiatric prison with no 
pars or guard tower, 13 miles from 
Durham. 

- State officials expect the parents 
40 stay in the area only for & short 
while — not the fail 90 days their son 


~~ --..__ is expected to spend undergoing psy: 


‘eBiatric-tests, 


- The younger Hinckley was flown 
toButner Thursday afternoon under 


-pourt order. U.S. District Judge Wil- 


Ham B. Bryant earlier found Hinc- 


_kley competent to stand trial, but 


ordered additional tests to deter- 
mine his sanity at the time he alleg- 
edly attacked the president. 


! { Hinckley is being held without 


bond on charges of having at- 
tempted to assassinate Reagan and 
three others as they stepped outside 
of the Hilton Hotel here on Monday 
afternoon. 

Authorities allege that Hinckley 
fired the six shots in a desperate bid 
for the attention of teen-age movie 
actress Jodie Fostr, with whom he 
had become infatuated, but appar- 
ently had never met. 

The younger Hinckley is being 
sedated with Valium, according to 
one source. He is being kept in soli- 
tary confinement, where he can nei- 
ther see nor hear any of the 340 
other inmates. 

In an effort to keep Hinckley en- 
tirely sealed off from the other pris- 
oners, an entire eight-room wing has 
been devoted to his incarceration, 
‘with all the rooms but his own being 
Kept vacant. 

His suite is under 24-hour guard, 
and although it has no bars, it fea- 
turesa single bullet-proof, clear plas- 
tic window, and a one-way window 
through which he can be observed 
by prison and medical staff mem- 
bers. , : 

Hinckley, who has been described 
as an avid reader, has been provided 
with reading materials, but no news- 
papers or magazines which might in- 
clude accounts of his alleged 
assassination attempt. 

He has no radio or television in 
his 8 by 12 foot cell, which is de- 
scribed by prison officials as “an airy 
private room with a single bed and 
toilet.” Meals are served in his room, 
and he is expected to exercise there, 


too. 

The tests which Hinkley will un- 
dergo during the next three months 
could prove crucia] to the’ govern- 
ment's case against the accused as- 
gailant -— who may try to plead 
innocent by virtue of insanity. 

Officially, the tests are meant to 
determine, in the words of U.S. Mag- 
istrate Lawrence Margolis, if “asa re- 
sult of mental disease or defect, (the 
suspect)lacked substantial capacity 
to appreciate the wrongfulness of 
his conduct, or. . . to conform his 
conduct to the law.” 

Justice Department spokesman 
Thomas P. DeCair declined to ex- 
plain exactly what kinds of tests can 
be used to determine sanity. 


i 
_In New York, psychiatrist Dr. Da- 
vid Abrahamsen who specializes in 
Such cases, and who analyzed “Son- 
Of-Sam” killer David Berkowitz, said 
‘the tests include # number of stan- 


dard written, physical and oral ex- 
‘aminations, 


Abrabamsen stressed that he had 
not examined Hinckley, and knew 


Rone of the particulars of Hinckley's 
case, 


_ But hesaid that customarily, crim- 
inal suspects undergoing psychiat- 
ric analysis are given standard 1Q 
tests, ink blot tests, and tests where 
they are shown pictures from which 
they are asked to assemble a story. 
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‘A Little Bit 


Of a Setback’ 
For Reagan 


Fever Reaches 102; 
Brady Is Removed 


From Critical List 


By Susan Okie and Lee Lescaze 
‘Washington Post Staft Writers 
President Reagan ran a 101-degree 
fever last night after a partial collapse 
and ‘inflammation at the base of his 
injured left lung earlier in the day. At 
one point his temperature rose to 102 


before dropping to 99 yesterday after- ° 


noon. 

White House physician Daniel Ruge 
said in a medical bulletin last night 
that a bronchoscope was used to re- 
move “several small bronchial plugs as 
well as dormant blood” from the left 
lung. Dr. Ruge said Reagan’s condi- 
tion is “satisfactory” and that he re- 
mains “alert and generally comforta- 
ble.” 

Meanwhile, presidential press secre- 
tary James S. Brady was removed 
from the critical list at George Wash- 
ington University Hospital, but he re- 
mains in intensive care. 

According to the White House, 
when Brady’s physician asked him 
yesterday what his job was, he replied 
“press secretary at the White House.” 

Reagan’s surgeon, Dr. Benjamir. 
Aaron, said that the president's “re- 
covery to date has been remarkable,” 
although he characterized yesterday as 
“a Hitle bit of a setback.” 

Ruge said the president was put 
back on a “broad-spectrum antibiotic” 
that he received after surgery Mon- 
dav, “pending the results of specific 
cultures.” 

Aaron said that since the operation 
to remove the explosive “Devastator” 
bullet that pierced his left lung, 
Reagan has been coughing up “old 
blood” that collected in the lung as a 
result of the wound. 


Aaron said Reagan’s fever probably 
was due to collapse of a small lung 
segment because blood clots blocked 
his breathing tubes. 
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The president was photographed 

yesterday for the first time since he 

was shot, and he met with his secre- 
-faries of state and defense, who were 
about, to embark on foreign trips. 

“Secretary of State Alexander M. 
Haig Jr. left for the Middle East last 
night carrying letters.from Reagan to 
leaders of the eight nations he will 
visit on the first administra- 
tion venture into the diplomatic tan- 
gle of Mideast politics, 

Defense Secretary Caspar W. Wein- 
berger left last night to visit NATO 
nations in a trip that includes a nucle- 
ar planning meeting. There, he also 
will have the opportunity to press his 
European counterparts for commit- 
ments to united action should there 
be internal suppression or a Soviet in- 
vasion in Poland. 

After his visit with Reagan, Haig 
was asked by reporters at the hospital 
about his widely reported disagree- 
ment with Weinberger in the White 

House Situation Hoom while Reagan 

was undergoing surgery Monday. 

“T think the whole team performed 
magnificently, and the American peo- 
ple were well served by the team,” 
Haig replied. 

The president was informed by sen- 
ior aides of the 88-to-10 Senate vote 
Thursday in favor of his budget-cut 
proposals and said, “That’s tremen- 
dous,” deputy White House press sec- 
retary Larry Spéakes said, 

The FBJ confirmed yesterday that 
the bullet that struck Reagan, appar- 
ently after ricocheting off his limou- 
sine, was a “Devastator” designed to 
explode upon impact. The FBI said it 
did not detonate. =~ 

‘Thomas Kelleher, chief of the a 
laboratory division, said the Bullet 
could have left a compound known as 
lead azide in Reagan’s body, but he 
stressed that there is no evidence of 
leakage from the bullet into his body. 

Kelleher added that although lead 
azide is toxic, it would not threaten 
the president's life. “It’s a lead com- 
pound,” Kelleher told United Press 
International, “and depending on the 
quantity you have in your body, it 
might make you sick.” 

Reagan’s surgeon was asked about 
the president’s trip to Mexico and 
California, scheduled to begin April 
28, and indicated that any travel de- 
pends on how quickly the president 
regains his strength. 

“Blood loss... is one of the more 
severe forms of trauma,” Aaron said. 
“He probably, for a period of two or 
three weeks, will be tired very easily 
. and will have to have periodic rest 

ods” 


. I’ Kobrine, who performed the 6%4- 
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Reagan should be able to begin Dir.; 
working part-time in the Oval Office , Servs. 


in about 10 days, Aaron added. 

‘The medical report on press secre- 
tary Brady continued to be cautiously **- 
optimistic, it AL. 


Brady “has gotten brighter every sorotory 
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day since his injury,” said Dr. Arthur 


hour brain operation on Brady. “He 
speaks to me now with three-, four- ”. 
and five-word sentences. If asked how *" 
he feels, hel say to me, as he did to- 
day, that he feels fine.” 


a. lav. 


Kobrine said that Brady moves his 10s's Sec'y — 


right side, which is controlled by the 
relatively undamaged left half of his 
brain, “close to normally.” but moves 
his left ide very Little. 

Tt is too early to speculate about 
the extent of Brady's recovery because 
of the continuing risk of complications 
such as brain and lung infection or 
blood clots in the legs, Kobrine said. 

“Under the very best. of circum- 
stances, he could end up with essen- 
tially no mental impairment” and 
“would walk with a cane and have 
some weakness of the left arm,” Ko- 
brine said, 

“The worst case is, he can still die” 
the surgeon added. 

For a year, Brady’s condition can 
be subject to change, and any mental 
loss that remains after a year will 
probably be permanent, Kobrine said. 

Aaron and Dr, Dennis O'Leary, 
dean of clinical affairs at George 
Washington University, who has been 
the principal hospital spokesman since 
Monday, were questioned yesterday 
about Reagan's condition when he ar- 
Tived at the hospital. 
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“T think he might have been near 
shock when he first came in the hos- 
pital,” Aaron said, “None of us was 
willing to sit around and see how 
much trouble he would be in” 

Aaron said that even after a chest 
tube drained blood that had collected 
in Reagan’s chest before he reached 


the hospital, “the blood was continu- - 


ing to move out... at a rather alarm- 
ing rate.” 

He said Reagan lost 3% quarts, or 
about half of his blood, and was given 
transfusions of about eight quarts. 

At the White House, Speakes said 
chief of staff James A. Baker Hl had 
ordered a written study of the White 
House operation during the shooting 
crisis as a historical record. 
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Reflections on a week of anxiety, sadness and outrage 


not agains”: then the nation assumed its old 100 familiar po- 
on before the tube. reluctant pros in this business by now, 
ready to take in thé slow-motion replays. the testimony of ex- 
penis. the edgy reporiers. a bloody head. a shol-up limousine. an- 
other blank-faced gunman There was a jumble to sort out The 
President was O.K But then he wasn't. They took him to the 
White House No. to a hospital. Was it serious? Nol very. Yes. 
very. Maybe ... And so on through the long/Monday after- 
noon. the emotions buffeted by every bulletin—sinking al the re- 
port of White House Press Secretary James Brady's death: ris- 
ing warily when the report is denied. # freeze at news that the 
President is undergoing surgery: a thaw when someone repeats 
2 Reagan joke Who wos that fool who asked if the operation 
was going 10 be filmed? More questions still—the public's ten- 
sions nol al all alleviated by the figure of Alexander Haig claim- 
ing “J am in control here.” in a voice full of jelly. 

The press was hard on Haig afier the recent who's-in-charge 
tempest Suddenly the Secretary of Slate is playing air raid war- 
den again and rearranging the order of succession to the pres- 
idency to suit his pride. Yer he was only trying to do what 
everyone wanied to establish order and cleat things up. By 7 
p.m there was at least the start of & clearing up. To stage cen- 
ter siepped Dr Dennis O'Leary of George Washington Uni- 
versity Hospital. 2 gentle. cool customer, another instant media 
siar Secret Service Agent Timothy J. McCarthy was hit in the 
stomach. but doing well D.C. Policeman Thomas K.,Delahan- 
ty was hit in the shoulder and neck. his condition was stable. A 
.22-cal butle: passed through Jim Brady's brain. And the Pres- 
ident? He became his chest for the moment: the bullet entered 
here. bounced off this. setued in that. There was “oxygenation” 
and a “thoracotomy” and some “peritoneal lavage” to boot. 
But was he O.K.? Yes. he was fine. chipper. By nighifall the coun- 
try was beginning to do some oxygenating of its own. 

Within a day or two pieces were beginning to fit. even the 
weirdest. To the bare fact of the suspect’s name, John W. Hinck- 
fey Ir.. were added the details of strangely American life, or 
half life The son of oil-rich respectability quits school. takes to 
the road. joins the American Nazi party. but can't make it there. 
He has # guitar. of course. drives a tan Plymouth with Texas 
plates, watches TV in cheap motels where he stops briefly. He is 
a traveling man. Sofi-spoken and polite. He dines on Whoppers 
and writes love notes 10s teen-age movie star at Yale—while go- 

mminite Purvine mune snd biltine the dream ci 


[ ooh 2 week to get the picture. First came the gasps and 


to penetrate. So afier a while even he becomes real At week's | 
‘end one understands not everything. but a Jot more than seemed 
possible on frantic Monday. The people were in control here. | 

‘The interesting thing is that people can actually do this.can * 
take a terrifying. chaotic act and eventually make some sense oft 
it. What occurred outside the Washington Hilton was irrational 
and destructive. Yet the reactions it generated were both sane { 
and helpful; and they were connected toone’s best feelings abou: | 
the country and the Government. When the President was shot. ° 
Americans prayed very hard, not for the life of an abstraction. 
but for a man, one who as leader of the democracy carries some- 
thing of everyone in that mortal chest. If people were ashamed 
and dismayed that such horrors could continue to happen ina 
civilized place, they were also proud and relieved that the Gov- 
ernment of that civilized place could not be rattled 

But there were even more basic feelings brought out by Mon- 

“s events. Trust, for one thing the belief that in spite of all the 
initial misinformation, the facts would eventually be known. Pa- 
tience. for another, and 2 general absence of panic. Faith in sci- 
ence, as the doctors were relied on to tell the country what its 
future looked like. Faith in God. for those who have il. Faith toc 
in the press, remarkably; the seme press that is excoriated as @ 
matter of daily habit, still counted on in a real emergency to get 
the truth as best it can, as fast as it can—and to tell it. A sense of 
ational unity, in sadness and anxiety. A sense of outrage at vi- 
olence. If the US. reatly were as fundamentally violent as it is 
made out, there would never be such uniform despair and disgust 
when violence occurred. 

‘Then too there was kinship with the suffering. with Jim Bra- 
dy. especially: old Brady “the Bear.” Brady the joker. the poker- 
faced inventor of Goat Gap Texas Chili and Captain Brady's 
Nightie Night, who wasn't kidding when he described his new 
position as “the toughest p.r. job in the world .” And kinship with 
Hife, with Sarah Brady holding her husband's hand. waiting for 
the squeeze to be returned. 

Such feelings make it possible to survive a week like the 
last one. They attest to the normalities of our lives. and suggest 
that in the long run there is a gentleness and decency that pre- 
vails over the berserk flashes and the threats of sudden death 
Yet these shootings leave scars. and they ough! to. Why are ali 
these handguns sfill around? Why con 1 creatures like Hinckley 
be reached before they reach others? When the President en- 
tered the hospital, he told his friend, Nevada Senator Pau! Lax- 
alt: “Don't y about me. FD make it.” By the weekend the 


@ 


‘Business as Usual—Almost 


Nation 


| A powerful troika takes charge, while Haig overdoes it—once more 


The first reactions 

m- were shock, horror, 

2m = sickness at the thought 

that the nation had to 

_ go through it all once 

tore. Then almost instantly came anxiety 
—not only for the wounded President but 
for the country itself. As citizens all over 
the U.S. and indeed around the world 
waited for the medical bulletins. questions 
formed: Did. and would. the U.S. stil] have 
8 functioning Government? Could deci- 
sions stil} be made. necessary actions be 
taken, while a President in office litle 
more than two months. barely enough 
time to get his hands on the levers of pow- 
er, recovered from the attempt on his life? 

Fortunately. the answer came before 
the worries had time to blossom. It was a 
resounding yes. 

In the worst hours of uncenainty and 
confusion, while Ronald Reagan was un- 
conscious in surgery, the nuclear button 
was right where it should be. in the hands 
of Vice President George Bush. On his 
flight back from Texas to Washington, 
Bush was accompanied by a mil- 
itary aide carrying the Vice Pres- 
ident’s version of the “footbal!”—an 
unremarkable black Jeather case 
containing top-secret signal codes 
and military target information. 
Reagan. once he shook off the ef- 
fects of anesthesia. resumed some 
of his duties. The morning after the 
shooting. with a tube still in his nose 
and a needle dripping intravenous 
solution into his arm. the President 
signed a bill canceling an increase 
in dairy price supporis that other- 
wise would have gone into effect the 
next day The only sign of stress: 
his signature was 2 tifie shakier 
than usual 

With Reagan's approval. Bush 
presided over two Cabinet meet- 
ings. carefully taking his accus- 
tomed seat and leaving the Pres- 
ident’s chair empty to symbolize the 
temporaty nature of his enhanced 
authority. The Vice President also 
conferred with Netherlands Pre- 
mier Andreas van Agt and Polish 
Deputy Premier Mieczystaw Jagiel- 
ski, who had come to Washington 
tosee Reagan. 

The Senate passed. $8 to 10.8 
budget resolution cutting spending 
for fiscal 1982 by $36.9 billion; that } 
was roughly $2.8 billion more than 
Reagan had requested. At week's 
end Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig took off. on schedule. for a trip 
tothe Middle East. and Secretary of 
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European allies. Altogether, the week's 
offcial activity appeared to justify the 
phrase that Reagan's aides were using 
while the President was still in the recov- 
‘ery room: “Business as usual.” 

‘Well. almost. The day-to-day opera- 
tions of the Government will continue 
about the way they would if the Presi- 
Sent were in the White House—as in fact 
he might be this week, if his recovery pro- 
ceeds on course. 

Time Contributing Editor Hugh Si- 
dey, who has been reporting on Wash- 
ington for 24 years, notes that calm pre- 
vailed during Dwight Eisenhower's 
several hospitatizations. Richard Nixon's 
Phlebitis, and even in the far graver cri- 
sis of the Kennedy assassination. Says 
Sidey: “We have sometimes overplayed 
the difficulty of running the Government. 
Nadonal trauma we have had But the 
postal clerk stil! comes to work, the sol- 
diers stil] drili..f anything, they are a Lit- 
te more diligent in their duties, realizing 
that the country needs a special effort. 
Men and women also tend to cooperate 


‘better at the higher tevels in, such mo- 
ments. Heightened tension acts a5 a maz- 
nifier; every word. and sentence. becomes | 
an act of international significance and | 
is rocketed around the globe where it is ex- 
amined and weighed.” 

Even long-run policy formulation will } 
not suffer badly during the next month ; 
Of $0 while Reagan is convalescing Rea- | 
son: the Administration decided from the j 
stan to make the economic program of j 
spending and tax cuts its top priority. and { 
that program is well advanced Says one | 
White House aide. “There are peaks ang 
valleys in decision making If this had 
happened on Feb. 10. we would have been 
in @ totally different situation Now. for 
the time being. the economic decisions are 


already made.” 

S on presidential leadership asthe U.S ¢ 
sah shrug off the wounding of its ; 

Chief Executive as if nothing had hap- | 

pened. Already last week. some decisions 

were slipping the Administration put off 


ui. no nation as heavily dependen: 


sores rows @nnouncement ofa package of mea- | 


sures designed to help the U.S. auto i 
industry mest foreign competinon 5 
Though aides publicly asserted tha: | 
Reagan would confer late this ° 
| month with Mexican President Jose 
Lépez Portillo as scheduled. thes * 
conceded in private that the session — 
might be called off. 

Meanwhile. there are sure to be 
shifts in the balance of forces with- * 
in the Administration. some with 
lasting consequences Even in an 
Administration officially dedicated 
to Cabinet Government. the White 
House staff had been increasing its 
influence before the shots rang out 
The so-called troika at the top con- 

j sists of Presidential Counselior 
Edwin Meese. Chief of Staff James 
Baker and Deputy Chief Michae} 
Deaver, Reagan's closest persona) 


m of command post at the hospital. 
and once the President was recu- 
perating funneled briefing papers to 
him (greatly condensed to avoid 
taxing his strength. 

For at feast the rest of 
Reagan's hospitalization and the 
early period of his convalescence, 
the wroika’s power will be greater 
than ever. They will decide who 


are referred to him and which are 
postponed or settled at lower Iev. 
els. They will also be the prima’ 


sees the President. which decisions : 


aide. Within half an hour of the , 
shooting. the troika set up a kind - 


+‘ ine! members. had given the 


[Government and the outside world. 

‘The three, who breakfast together at 
7.30 each morning have worked out a 
smooth division of duties and interests 
that should enable ther to maintain their 
influence when matters settle down. 
Meese, who likes to Jug home a bulging 
briefcase. concentrates on developing pol- 
icy positions. Baker, who scorns paper- 
work. keeps a sharp ¢ye on political af- 
fairs: Deaver is the devoted guardian and 
shaper of Reagan's schedule. Says one 
aide who has watched them closely: “No 
one can put himself in the President's 
shoes. when it comes to personal and 
many politica} considerations. the way 
Deaver can. No one can put himself in 
the President's mind, when it comes to dif- 
ficult policy questions. the way Meese can. 
And no one can understand the intersec- 
ior’ of the White House and the bureau- 
gracy. the bridge between intention and 
acuon. better than Baker.” 

Vice President Bush, too, seems sure 
to gain in clout because of the calm man- 
nezm which he filled in for the President 
ai Cabinet meetings and ceremonial func- 

| Hons His demeanor, neither pushy nor re- 
i tixing impressed even some Reaganites 
4 who had considered him a mushy mod- 
; erate Said one. “He has been impressive. 
; He has a good sensitivity to the situation " 
‘ In contrast. Secretary of State Haig 
j damaged his already shaky standing in 
. the Government The echoes of his los- 
‘ing effari two weeks ago to 
. have bumself rather than Bush 
2 named as foreign policy crisis 
‘manager had not died down 
‘when he took the podium in 
the White House press room 
proclaim. in a shaky voice. 
arr in control here.” Said 
“one Sic Department offcial 
who is friendly with Haig “I 
though: it was Seven Days in 
Maes Al didn’t do it right. and 
its going to hunt him.” At § 
week's end a new controversy 
threaiened 10 erupt when it 
. Was learned that Haig. without 
Prope-is consulting other Cab- 


. French iacit approval to sel} 
606.0600 + -ns of w heat to the So- 
Siete The White House at- 
tempied to play down the in- 
cident ir the hope that it would 
blow over. but talk continued 
to flog: around Washington 
that Haig might resign. and 
that the White House was al- 
ready looking for 2 successor. 

Those rumors were vehe- 
Menilh denied by the White 
Rouse staff Late in the week 
il made a concerted attempt! to 
fahare Haig’s credibility 90 
that he could dea! effective- 
fy with foreign governments. 
White House aides insisted 
that Haig had only meant, 
Quile properly. to reassure the 


was continuing to operate Said one White 
House staffer: “Al Haig is too strong 2 
Player to Jet go” Reagan himself sum- 
moned Hai to his hospital bed and gave 
the Secretary letters to hand carry to the 
keaders of Egypt. Israci, Saudi Arabia and 
Jordan. Nonetheless, Haig left on his 
Middle East trip an uncertain figure, wor- 
fied about having unnamed enemies in 
the White House who were out to get him. 
Whether he can recover authority over 
foreign policy is yet to be seen. 

On the domestic front. the most ob- 
vious immediate effect of the assassina- 
tion attempt, and the courage with which 
the President withstood it, was a power- 
fol surge in Reagan's popularity. A quick 
Washington Pos:/ABC News poll the day 
after the shooting found 73% approving 
the way the President is handling his job. 
up eleven percentage points from just the 
week before, 


ditional votes for Reagan's spend- 
ing and tax culs, especially in the 
Democtatic-controlied House where the 
real battle will be fought. is in some dis- 
pute. Most of Reagan's senior advisers 
agree with Office of Management and 
Budget Director David Stockman. who 
Bays, “Idon't think it will have any sig- 
sificant effect on the Hill" On the other 
hand, some Democrats are afraid they will 


p hether tht side of public tym- 
W pathy and admiration will win ad- 


be hampered in making an aggressive | 
ease against those cuts thal they contend 
burt the poor. Says one liberal: “You could | 
ever get anyone to go after him person- 
ally, because he's a nice guy Bul now it 
will be dificult even to voice anything 
agains( the program That would be vis- 
cerally resented by 2 bot of people.” 
Nonetheless, the Democrats will try. 
House Budge: Committee Chairman 
James Jones will unveil this week # bud- 
get proposa] that would slash spending 
‘$4 billion more than the Administration's 
plan. but with a very different set of pri- 
orities Jones and the Democratic lead- 
ership would cut $4 billion out of planned 
defense spending and $).5 billion out of 
energy outlays, for example, while resior- 
ing $7 billion of cuts that Reagan wanis 
in such programs as Medicaid. food 
stamps and child nutrition. On the tax 
Bide, the Democrats reject Reagan's threc- 
year, across-the-board slash in income tax 
fates in favor of a much narrower one- | 
year reduction. The Administration's 
ability to counter this effort may be bam- 
pered by the enforced scrapping of Rea- 
g2n’s personal selling campaign for his 
program. The President had been sched- 
wed to speak almost weekly to state leg- 
islatures to plug his economic package. 
“Nobody can sell the program like he 
ean,” says one senior adviser. Another is 
soncerned that “with Reagan in bed. we 
will lose a crucial month.” White House 
csprcat, aides, however, are exploring 
~. ' other methods of using the 
. President's persuasive talents 
They say he will resume his 
highly effective personal lob- 
bying on congressional jeaders 
once he Jeaves the hospitai. 
though he will receive them in _ 
the While House residence 
quarters rather than the Ova! 
Office. They talk of putting 
him on television for a speech. 
in which his natural mastery of 
the medium might be en- 
anced by the emotional im- 
pact of a recuperating Presi- 
dent once again addressing the 
citizenry. 
Meanwhile. the Govern- 
* ment is carrying on sufficiently 
well that by week's end 
some Reagan aides were voic- 
ing an ironic worry: perhaps 
they have convinced the public 
200 thoroughly that everything 
is business as usual. Says one. 
“We spent two months trying 
10 erase an impression that the 
US. had elected Ed Messe 
President, instead of Ronald 
Reagan. Now we are almost 
going back to the point of say- 
ing that this Administration 
does not need him.” Compared 
with the potential dangers of a, 
Jeaderlesg Government. how 
ever, that is a minor worr' 
indeed. —#y George J. Ourch. 


ce ee é pS awe = 
‘y Part pushes Reagan while McCarthy, center, shieldg them 


‘Beer yin secicasly wounded on pavement outside the hotel 


Six Shots at a Nation’s Heart 


Again, a moment of madness threatens a President and tarnishes the U.S. 


The final Sunday of 
March began with a 
flight haze and soft 
breezes; unseasonable 
temperatures in the 
mid-70s welcomed the blossoming dog- 
woods The day was so balmy that Ron- 
ald and Nancy Reagan, after attending 
services at St. John’s Church, took a short 
noontime stroll back to the White House, 
passing the pink magnolias in Lafayette 
Park. 

Shortly afier 12:15 p.m..@ pudgy young 


man with unkempt blond hair stepped off 


a Greyhound bus afier a three-day ride 
from Los Angeles. He leaned against a pole 
‘in Washington's seedy terminal, then sat 
restlessly in @ blue plastic seat. He seemed 
in no hurry to go anywhere. a 

Enjoying a rare day without guests or 
meetings, the Reagans lunched together 
in the White House. They stayed indoors, 
catching up on some unstrenvons fhouse- 
hold chores. One of them was to hang pic- 
tures in the President's suxdy in the fam- 
ily quarters. % 

‘The vistior wo Washington was dokn 
W. Hinckley Jr., 25, of Evergreen, Colo. 
He was in a surly mood. He snapped ata 
waitress who served him a cheeseburger in 
the terminal restaurant. He ate alone at 
the rear of the room, then walked back 
into the station's lobby, stalking about im- 

- ie Bie neomat ro be walit- 


mininture western saddies given to them 
bby their California friend Walter Annen- 
“berg. They carried a dozen of the min- 
iatures to the Oval Office and arranged 
them for display on a table at the left of 
the President's desk. Then they dined to- 
gether in their residence. It had been & 
comfortable day. f 
Hinckley checked into the Park Cen- 
wal Hote! on 18th Street. It is just two 
blocks west of the White House and di- 
rectly across the street from Secret Service 
headquarters. It often houses visiting Se- 
eret Service agents. The cheapest room is 


' 
a 


$42 a night, moderate by Washington stan- 
dards, Hinckley sat for hours in Room 312 

He made two local telephone calls, using 
the hotel's direct-dial system. 

‘The sky tumed a lead gray on Mon- 
day, Ronald Reagan's 70th day in office 
‘A monotonous drizzle formed puddles on 
the city’s streets. But the weather was sti 
warm and the rain did not dampen Rea- 
gan’s spirits. At an early morning break- 
fast with 140 sub-Cabinet-level officials 
of bis Administration in the East Room. 
Reagan gave a pep talk. He quoted Thom 


power to begin the world over again” 
‘Then followed short meetings with his st- 
nior staff in the Oval Office and 8 na 


rranerge noes, 


normal workdey pattern. 

Hinckley got up early. He stopped it 
the Lunchbox Carryout Shop. just 2 Bias 
doors from his hotel, for coffee at 7:30 a.m 
‘An hour later, ke ordered breaksast it 
Kay's Sandwich Shoppe, adjacent to the 
hotel. He sat alone at the counter. 


eagan greeted two dozen Hispst: 


~ | jeaders in the Cabinet Room an¢ 


H conferred with them in private s& 
i ter photographers were allowed to take @ 
: few pictures. Aides Lyn Nofziger~ 

Elizabeth Dole sat in on the mi 


One topic of the discussion: Rez: 


as Paine, declaring. “We have it in our; 


tional security briefing All were in the { 


and 
| efforts to place Hispanics in Stat) 


when o maid checked it. A two-suiter sult- 
ease filled with clothes was spread open. A 
copy of TV Guide was near the bed. Also in 
the room was a newspaper elipping about 
the President's schedule, which disclosed 
that Reagan would leave the White House 
at TAS p.m. 10 address a session of the. 
AFL-CIO's building and construction trades 
department at the Washington Hilton. 

The President had lunch at the White 
House in the fgmily quarters. He ate an 
avocado and chicken salad. sliced red 
beets and an apple tan. Then he worked 
on his Hilion speech and stretched out 
fora brief rest. 

When he returned to the hotel about 
noon, Hinckley asked the desk clerk wheth- 
er he had received any telephone calls. 
There were no telephone messages in his 
hex box. Then at 12:45 p.m. he sat in his 
room and began to write a five-paragraph 
fener on lined note paper. Ir started: 
“Dear Jodie. There is a definite pos- 
sibility thar I will be killed in my at- 
tempt to ger Reagan.” It ended: “This 
lenter is being written an hour before & 
J leave for the Hilton Hotel. Jodie, I'm 
asking you to please look into your 
heart and at least give me the chance 
with this historical deed to gain your 
respect and love. I love you forever.” 
dt was signed: “John Hinckley.” 
Hinckley seated the letter w Actrexs 
dodie Foster, 18: a freshman at Yale 
University whom he had never met, but 
did not mail it. 

The President climbed into bis 
armor-plated black Lincoin imo 


Masreen Reagan watching the news in Los Angeles oo 


{ Unrve was driving. and Jerry Parr, chief 
of the presidential protection detail, tat 
in the night front seat. Following them in 
the motorcade was Presidentia} Press Sec- 
retary Jim Brady. Half an hour earlier, 
his deputy, Larry Speakes, had asked, 
“You going with the President to the ho- 
tel?” Brady's casual reply: “Yeah, I think 
J will.” With other agents foliowing in the 
“batUewagon™ protective eat, the caravan 
moved swifdy through the rain-slick 
streets to the hotel. Everything was going 
smoothly; the trip seemed quite routine. 
Rechecking rooms at 1:15 p.m. to re- 
place some used towels, the maid found 
Hinckley tn the room, wearing a light- 
colored jacket, sport shirt and casual pants, 
He mood by the bathroom door and 
watched without expression as she kung the 
towels. Shortly afierward he left for the Hil- 
ton. It was almost @ mile eway, less than a 


oo in what they eal “the bodywaich” 


“Oe. Demis Olany showing how iollet wae ‘removed trok Reagan 


half-hour walk. If he went by eab or bus. 
Re wos unnoticed. 

The President received a standing 
ovation as he entered the Hilton's Inter- 
ational Ballroom 10 address 3,500 union 
Tepresentatives It was the larges! audi- 
ence he had faced in person since his In- 
auguration. As he made his pitch for the 
union members to support his economic 
program, Reagan's delivery was unchas- 
ecteristically flat. He drew only tepid ap- 
plause, even meeting silence at a fev 
punch lines Only one sentence in the 18- 
minute speech would later be remem- 
bered. Noted the President: “Violent 
cfirne has surged 10%, making neighbor- 
‘ood streets unsafe and families fearful 
in theif homes.” 

Outside the Hilton, on an adjacent 
aidewallh, Hinckley was pacing nervously. 
ohn M. Dodson, a Pinkerton’s detective 
uz @genty computer Specialist, was 
watching the Hilton's lower-level vip 
entrance from the seventh floor of @ 
nearby office building. Dodson noticed 

young man wearing @ tan rain- 
oat. “He looked fidgety, agitated. a 
~ Haile strange,” Dodson recalled later. 
- A group of TV and still phoiog- 
raphers also awaited Reagan's exit 


the need to record any presidentia) 
calamity, or what Reagan has termed 
“the awful-awful.” Other reporters 
were there, some with microphones 


showdown between the governmen’ 
and Lech Waless's independent la 


and tape recorders, to ask the Pres- 
ident for bis reaction to the lates} 


Reagan leaves VIP exit of Hi 
ten Hotel. The doce of his lire 

eusine Is open. He waves as be 

reaches the curb. 


At a shout from the press, 3 
Beaver moves to the left, giv 


to ask a question. 


either arrived late for the lunch or ieft it 
early to geia closer view of Reagan. There 
were women with Kodaks, children, and 
i even a mayor. Charles Wright of Dav- 
1 enport. Iowa. 

The unmarked entrance, consisting of 
steel double doors under @ concrete can- 
opy. was designed precisely to provide se- 
curity for Presidents and other celebrities 
who attend affairs at the Hilton. The 
doors open onto a 13-fi-wide sidewalk 
that rons along a curving driveway at the 
base of a 15-ft.-high stone retaining wall. 
On this day the Secret Service had roped 
off an area along this curving wall about 
25 fi. from the doors. The press and oth- 
er onlookers jostied for position behind 
the rope. 

Among them was John Hinckley. 


Standing close to the wall, he complained + 


about the press. which had been griping 


abour onlookers getting in the way. ABC} 


Cameraman Henry Brown had protested 
that the press area had been “penetrated” 
b) people who were “interfering with our 
work.” Replied a man whom Brown as- 
sumed was a Secret Service agent: “Well 
try to do something." A.P. Radio Reporter 
Walter Rodgers pushed kis way along the 
wall. extending his fishpole mike, when he 
heard the young man complain about the 
reporters: “They ought to get here on time. 
They think they can do anything they want. 
Don't let them do that.” 

Reagan lefi the ballroom stage and 
walked down # 10-yard carpeted corri- 
dor that keads to the vip exit. When he 
stepped out onto the sidewalk, the drizzle 
had stopped. The President flashed one 
of his usual jovial smiles as he headed to- 
ward his car. parked 15 fi. from the exit 
and 10 fi. from the press rope. Agent Un- 


ee 


The shooting starts. Six shots are 


rue was in the driver's seat; the engine 
was runing Reagan raised his right hand 
high, waving to people standing across the 
driveway. t 

Agent Parr was at Reagan's right side. 
Aide Deaver was at his lefi, between the 
President and the press group. Brady 
walked » few steps behind Deaver and 
sloser to the wall. Agent Timothy Mc- 
Carthy waited at the limousine. standing 
behind the open rear door. Washington 
Patrolinan Thomas Delahanty, drawn 
away from his normal duties with the po- 
lice canine squad to help guard the Pres- 
Hdent.:stood near the press rope. Reagan, 
mow just a few feet away from his car, 
tured to his left and waved toward the 


Feporiers. 
é same 2 familiar shout from be- 
nind the rope. A.P. Reporter 
Michae} Putzel was trying to ask Reagan 
&@ question. Brady stepped ahead of Dea- 
ver to help field any press queries. Still 
smiling. Reagan Jooked past McCarthy. 
Deaver, Brady and Delahanty and at the 
milling group behind the rope. 

The man in the tan raincoat reached 
our to point a 22-cal. “Saturday night spe- 
cial” at the President. The chambers of 
the revolver contained six Devastator bul- 
dets, designed to explode on impact. He shot 
twice, paused, then fired off four more 
rounds—all in @ scant two seconds. 

At the first sound of firing. Deaver 
ducked. The President's grin vanished. He 
looked startled, bewildered. Instinctively, 
Agent Parr pushed Reagan's head down, 
shoved him hard through the open car 
oor. Reagan’s bead struck the roof of 


| ae President, Mr. President,” 


the doorway. Both men landed on the 


ficed in two seconds. One hits 2 window S> 
ceross the treet, and one the window of Reazan's limousine. Other bullets ~ 
fing Brady room te tal to AP Re- Nit Brady, Delahanty and McCarthy. Another butlet hits the rear panel of the firm || 
porter Michae! Partzel, who wants eusine, ricochets through the gap between the open door and the body of the car, -' 
and hits Reagan as be ts bending over and being pushed into the car by Parr. 


transmission hump 

ahead ofthe rear seat, 

Parr on top of the President. “Take of” 
shouted Parr to the driver. “Just take off” 
The limo lurched out of the driveway. 

Deaver, who had crouched beside 
the President's car until be saw Reagan 
was in it, ran for the Secret Service 
contro] vehicle, “Oh, my God. it's 
happening’ he thought. The shots had 
been s0 close to him that he could ; 
“fee] the concussion and smeli the pow: ! 
der.” In the car, he shouted. “Let's get 
out of here’ He grabbed Presidentiat 
Assistant David Fischer and. referring 
to Reagan, asked, “My God, Dave. is 
he al right?” 

Brady lay on the sidewalk. blood seep- 
ing from a wound in his head and tick: °. 
Jing into an iron grating He tried to rise _ 
Rick Ahearn. # White House advance- 
man, cradied Brady's face and shouted 
“a handkerchief, a handkerchief”, 
Dropped in the turmoil. a police pistol 
lay incongruously beside Brady's head | 
McCarthy had been trained to try'to block 
any shots at the President with his own Z 
body, when the firing began. he turned 
away from the limousine toward the as- 
sailant. Hit in the abdomen by a bullet 
that might well have struck the President. 
McCarthy whirled away from the gun-* 
man and fell prone. Patrolman Delahan- 
ty, & bullet lodged in his neck, lay scream- 
ing in pain near the rope. 

Along the wall, agents, police officers 
and a union member leaped on Hinckley. 
He struggled furiously for at least 20 sec- 
onds before the gun was wrestled away from 
him. One ageni brandished his Uzi sub- 
machine gun to emphasize orders to his col- 
deagues as well as to fend off any threat 


@ 


from the aghast and seaming crowd: 
or: all he knew, tt might hold other as- 
gailanis Another agent, jammed against 
the woll in the melee, waved his pistol tw 
ward the menacing street, “Get a police 
cor’ Gei @ ear!” eried the men holding 


Hinchlex. Handeuffing Hinckley and 
throwing @ jacket over kis head, the of- 
Aeers shoved him toward one police car, 
‘bur found the rear door locked. They 
pushed him into a second and sped off to 
Boskingion police headquarters, some 30 
blocks away. 

The three wounded men still ny on 
the ground After five agonizing minutes, 
an ofange and white Washington am- 
pulance. parked at the Connecticut Av- 
enue entrance to the hotel, pulled around 
into the T Street driveway. Paramedic 
Bobby Monigillion jumped out, ran to 
Brady and grabbed his hand. “I asked if 
he knex what was going on,” recalied 
Monigillion. “He squeezed my hand.” 


Bracy lost consciousness as be was Hh. 
ed onto a stretcher and placed into the 
ambulance with an oxygen mask clamped 
to his face. Two more ambulances, their 
sirens wailing arrived to uke Agent Mc- 
Carthy an¢ Patrolman Delahanty to acp- 
arate hospitals, 


n the President’s Lincoln, Reagan pro- 
| rested: “Jerry, get aff me. You're bun- 

ang my ribs. You really came down 
bard on top of me.” The agent apol- 
ogized and helped Reagan sit upright 
on the rear peat. The car was speeding 
down Connecticut Avenue toward the 
White House. Said Parr later: “I ran my 
hands over his body. under bis arms, his 
back.” He detected no wound The lim- 
ousine was Jess then 15 seconds away 
from the Hilkon when Reagen said again 
that his ribs hurt. “He complained of hav- 
ing some problems with his breathing.” 
said Parr. “He was petting an ashen col- 


bow a rib had broken and punctured a 
hung” Reagan bad the same mistaken 
idea. He later seid: “Tt bun, bur I thought 
it was x broken rib.” 
andar oreens the driver to turn right 
Tush toward George Washingion 
University Bospiul, 1 miles from the 
Hilton. By radio Parr advised the Secte: 
Service command post at the White 
House: “Rawhide is beading for George 
Washington.” Rawhide is Reagan's apt 
Secret Service code name. His limousine 
ig called Stagecoach. 
___ As Reagan's car pulied up to the hos- 
pital’s emergency entrance, Parr openc¢ 
the right rear door and called for help 


Two more agents, following in the bal- 


Uewagon, helped the President walk to 
ward the entrance. Reagan had gone 
about 45 fi., said Parr. when be sagee? 
“He was perhaps going into shock. bur 1 


Cheap Gun, Will Travel 


he origins of the 22-cal. revolv- 
. e7 that was used to shoot Pres- 
ident Reagan are in Soptheim, West 
Germany A picturesque town built 
along a wibutary of the Danube, 
Soniheim is the home of R6hm 
GmbH. a 74-year-old firm that 
makes drilling equipment and 
cheap handgun parts. West Ger- 
mans have little use for Réhm 
| weapons The country’s gun own- 
i; @fship laws are strict, and the rel- 


ss handguns tend to choose Gam Seller Goldstein 


Thus. most Réhm gun parts~perbaps $! million 
worth a year. although company officials refuse to be exact 
are shipped through Bremen and Hamburg to the US., 
where there is one pistol for every four citizens, a3 where 
there 1s 2 flourishing market for cheap “Saturday night spe- 
tisis” Last year the U.S. impored 298,689 foreign hand- 
gens. most of them from Italy and West Germany, and 3.3 
millon gun paris 

American law closely regulates the importing of entire 
guns Bo: there are far fewer restrictions on bringing in gun 
Perts that are then inserted into American-made frames. 
RG Industries. Inc., which is partly controlled by Heinrich 
and Ginier Réhm of the German firm, employs about 200 
People to do that kind of assembly work at a shabby white 
Concrete building in the garment district of northwest Mi- 
ami The cheap alloy frame is smoothed with s file and 
then placed on an assembly line where the barrel and Ger- 
Tan paris are inserted, Then the meta! is tinted a dark 
blue RG Industries Inst year sold 190,000 such weapons, 
Mmaiing it the nation’s Sfth largest handgun producer. 

Because of its short (1%-in.) barre! the mode] RG 14 re- 
volver thai Hinckley used cannot be sold legally is the Miami 
area The one thin Hinckley bought, serial number 1731332, 
‘was shipped by Southern Gun distributors of nearby Opa- 
Locka. Fla.. directly to Rocky's Pawn Shop on Elm Street 
& Dallas This cluttered emporium, only # quarter of a mile 
from the site where President John Kennedy was abot 17 


years ago, bas 2 sticker on the door that reads GUNS DOK'T 
CAUSE CRIME ANY MORE THAN FLIES CAUSE GARBAGE. In 
the window a red, green, blue and black sign advertises 
22-tal revolvers for $47. be 
“Hinckley did everything required to buy a gun,” says 
Ysasc “Rocky” Goldstein, 70, 8 cigar-chomping. gray-haired 
man who has run the shop for $1 years. “People are going 
to blame us for selling the gun that shot the President. but 
‘we have no way of knowing We don’t even remember him” 
Goldstein, who also sold the smal] handguns that were used 
in a series of gang shootings in New York City’s China- 
town in 1978, has been shaken by events, however, and 
now says he is considering getting out of the gun business. 
Hinckley purchased the ammunition that was used ai an- 
amher pawn shop, this one in Lubbock, Texas. The type of 
bullet he chose was interesting—and frightening The car- 
tridges were Devasiators, made by Bingham Lid. of Nor- 
cross, Ga. These projectiles, akin to dumdum bullews. con- 
tain 2 small aluminum canister filled with an explosive 
esompound. They cost at least twelve times as much as or- 
dinary .22-cal. slugs 
Upon impact the unstable compound is supposed to ea- 
Plode and fragment the bullet, although mos! of the ones 
that Hinckley shot, including the one that hit Reagan, failed 
todoso. Bingham spokesmen say that the Devastator was de- 
veloped for use by sky marshals in hijacking cases. By frag- 
menting. the bullet would quickly incapacitate a person but 
would be Jess likely than an ordinary bullet to pass through 
him or to puncture the outer skin of an airplane Because of 
manufacturing difficulties, the company stopped producing 
the Devastator last May. 


TRE DEVASTATOR BULLET 


fe 


never sensed it was life threatening. He 
‘was just pale. shook up." Only after the 
agents had lifted Reagan onto the table 
in the trauma wait and scissored off his 
coat and shirt did anyone realize that the 
President had been shot. 

‘The first reports all said that the Pres- 
ident bad escaped harm. Wancy Reagan 
Jeamed of the shooting minutes afler she 
rerurned to-the White House from a fun- 
cheon meeting Her own Secret Service es- 
corts told her that her husband was at the 
pospital, but they too were unaware that 
he had been wounded. She reached the 
hospital only minutes after his limousine. 

The White House staff first learned 
| of the shooting when David Prosperi, ont 
} of Brady's assistants, ran to @ ‘Hilton tele- 
phone He reached the White House and 
Gemanded to talk te Assistant Press Sec- 
relary Larry Speakes. shouting: “This is 
an emergency!” To Speakes, Prosperi 
cried: “The President has been shot at! 
And Brady's been shot!" Speakes quickly 
told Saf Director David Gergen. James 
Baker, the White House Chief of Staff, 
‘was sitting in his office when Gergen 
rushed in at 2:30 p.m. to shout: “Brady's 
been hit!” 

Peter Teeley, press secretary to Vice 
President George Bush, immediately 
placed a radiotelephone cali to his boss, 
who bad just left Fort Worth-Dallas air- 
port aboard Air Force Two afier speak- 
ing to the Texas and Southwestern Cat- 
tle Raisers Association. He was on his way 
to Austin to address the Texas legisla- 
ture. Teeley told Bush that the President 
was not hurt. 


Tounsellor Ed Meese the news; 
Meese too had heard it. He had 
punched a button ona Secret Service com- 
puter that tracks the President: it showed 
that Reagan was at the hospital. Both 
hurried to the White House residence to 
inform Nancy but discovered that she was 
already on her way to the hospital. Back 
in his office. Baker took a telephone call 
from Deaver at the hospital. The Pres- 
ident was not wounded. said Deaver, but 
Brady was badly hurl. “Ob, Jesust* ex- 
claimed Meese. Hstening on an extension. 
Presidential Aide David Fischer took over 
the telephone at the hospital to keep the 
- Vine open Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig calied Baker on another phone to 
ask about the shooting. “I will keep you 
advised,” said Baker. Two minutes later, 
Deaver was on the hospital phone, speak- 
ng in somber tones. Then Reagan's per- 
sonal physician, Dr. Daniel Rouge, came 
on to deliver the bad news: the President 
had been hit after all. 

In rapid succession, Treasury Secre- 
tary Donald Regan—whose department 
includes the Secret Service—Haig and 
others joined the group of White House 
staffers in Baker's office. Initially, there 
was little talk of military alerts or pro- 

fae oe teenrfer af merwer: thev ¢ 


B= rushed to tell Presidential 


Seriously, Folks... 


W. ben Nancy Reagan first arrived 
at George Washington University 


Tunney. 

‘The crack was the first in # bar- 
rage of good-humored quips that Rea- 
gan tossed off after the shooting The 
remarks, made before he had learned 
that other victims had been critically 
injured, did much to reassure his fam- 
ily, his staff and the American public 
that he was still healthy enough 10 
laugh. They were also the envy of at 
Jeast one other comedian. Seid John- 
ny Carson to his avdience at Bolly- 
‘wood's Academy Awards ceremony: “I 
was tempted to call him and ask if he 
had any more of those one-liners I 
could use.” 

‘Examples of the President's jests: 
> To surgeons, as he entered the op- 
‘erating room: “Please tell me you're 
Republicans.” 

» In a written note, pon coming out 
of anesthesia in the recovery foom 
(paraphrasing Comedian WAC. Fields): 
“all in all, Pd rather be in 
Philadelphia.” 

» In another note, recalling a Winston 
Churchi) observation: “There's no 
more exhilarating feeling than being 
abot at without result.” 

In a third note: “Send me to 
LA., where I can see the air I'm 
breathing.” 

& In yet another note written while 
surrounded by medical staff: “If I had 
this much attention in Hollywood, I'd 
have stayed there.” 

» Complimented by 8 doctor for be- 
ing a good patient: “I have to be. My 
father-in-law is a doctor.” 

» To an attentive nurse: “Does Nan- 
cy know about us?” 

® To a nurse who told him to “keep 
wp the good work” of his recovery: 
“You mean this may bappen several 
more times?” 

® To Daughter Maureen: The at- 


meeting. 

» When told by Aide Lyn Nofziger 
that the Government was running nor- 
mally: “What makes you think Td be 
happy about that?” 


wife and Rezgan’s children. Meese suz- 
gested that be and Baker go to the hos- 
pital. It was a questionable move, since it 
separated the dominant troika (Meese. 
Baker and Deaver) from the Situation 
Room in the White House. Recalled one 
participant: “Meese was like a rock. Bak- 
ez was shaken.” 

While the troika set up a mini-com- 
mand post at the hospital. Haig. Regan. 
Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger 
and National Security Adviser Richard 
Allen moved to the Situation Room in 
the White House basement. It has elab- 
orate communications links to US 
military commanders and embassies 
throughout the world. Cla Director wie 
Siam Casey and Attorney General Wil- 
Bam French Smith soon joined the group 

Only Haig had been through 2 crisis 
in Goverment before. One of his first 
acts was to reach Bush. Since the tele 
phone link was poor, Haig said that he 
would send a wire by a secure radiophone 
telecopier that Bush should read imme- 
diately, The message: “Mr. Vice Presi. 
dent, the President has been struck 
Aboard the plane, Bush gave the order 
“We're going to refuel in Austin and gc 
back.” Then he wondered aloud “How 
could anybody want to kill such a kind- 
hearted man?” 

‘When Bush's plane landed in Austin. 
Secret Service agents insisted he sta} on 
board. Recalled one of his aides there | 
“The first thing on our minds was sec! : 
rity. If they got the President in Was! 
jngton, were they waiting for the Vice : 


gan had been shot. the White House final: | 
ly informed the press of the injury. That ; 
delay, and others that followed. contrib- | 
uted to a sense of confusion as television 
networks, breaking off regular program: H 
ming, struggied to sift fact from rumor \ 
i 
aig contributed to the tension when. , 
a fh the best of intentions, he sought 
x0 clear up any potential confusion _ 
about whether the U.S. Government 42s ° 
functioning. particularly among Ameri- 
ca’s allies—-and enemies—abroad. He 
was in the Situation Room about 4 p.m. 
when Speakes gave reporters: inthe White 
House a brief explanation of Reagens 
presurgery treatment at the hospital. 
While TV cameras caught the scence. 
Speakes was asked, “If the President goes 
into surgery and goes under anesthesia. 
would Vice President Bush become the 
acting President at the moment or under 
‘what circumstances does he?” Replied 
Speakes, who was not prepared for the 
question: “T cannot answer that question 
at this ime.” Watching. Haig sent a note 
to Speakes. It said, in effect: “Get off the 
air.” The delivery of the note alarmed 
slosty we 


Speakes understandably refused to éis- 
close its contents and efi the rostrum. 
Haig fehl that any uncertainty over 
who was in charge could be dangerous 
He rushed upstairs to the briefing room 
and tried to convey a sense of calm. In- 
stead. he was perspiring. his voice shook. 
and his hands trembled. He assured re- 
porters thai there was no command va- 
gancy. that communications were open 
with the Vice President, and that no spe- 
cial military-alert measures were meces- 
sary. But then he blundered Asked. 
“Who's making the decisions?” he replied. 
“Constitutionally. gentlemen. you have 
the President. the Vice President and the 
Secretary of State in that order and should 
the President decide he wants to transfer 
the helm ta,the Vice President. he wil} 
do so. He has not done that. As of now, F 
am in control here. in the White House. 
pending retum of the Vice President.” 
That, of course. is not the constitu- 
tonal order of succession: both the Speak- 
er of the House and the President pro tem 
of the Senate. as elected officials. rank 
ahead of the Secretary of State. Perhaps 
realizing his mistake. Haig was annoyed 
minuies later when Weinberger interrupt- 
ed Haig’s discussion in the Situation 
Room about the succession provisions of 
the 25ih Amendment. With a slight edge 
in his voice. Weinberger said jokingly. 
“al. we already heard you explain your 
view of the Constitution.” Haig stopped 
and glared at the Defense Secretary. “You 
should check the Constituton.” Hai re- 
phed Everyone in the room sensed the 
tension. Then the: moment passed. 


tion was the surprisingly agile and 
articulate medical briefing at George 
Washington University Hospital. It was 
given by Dr. Dennis O'Leary, a former 
Marine major who has taught medicine 
ai George Washingion since 1973 and is 
now dean for clinical 
affairs. Handling repet- 
itive and sometimes 
inane questions with 
precision and amiability. 
O'Leary insisted that the 
President “was at no 
time in any serious dan- 
ger He has a clear bead 
and should be able 
te make decisions by 
tomorrow.” 
Ai Washington po- 
Rice headquarters, Hinck- 
. bey. sweating bur mostly 
| silent. was held in a third- 
| floor homicide squad 
j mor while federal and 
: focal officials decided 
\ whe hed jurisdiction in 
i his case. The feds won, 
and Hinckley was photo- 
araphed and fingerprini- 
ed by the FBI. At 


Fr 2r more soothing to a wondering na- 


j sz pam. the heavily Sarah Brody, at lett of Bush (with notebook}, eutside her husband's hospital room 


“Part of the Job” 


"@ bouls Ronald Reagan, once he re- 

covers, change his style and min 
gic Jess with the public to minimize 
the risk of possible future attempis 
con bis life? Certzinly not. says a man 
who should know: former President 
Gerald Ford. Within a span of only 
17 days in 1975, two women. Lynette 
@Squeaky™)} Fromme and Sara Jane 
Moore, tried to shoot Ford in Cal- 
Hornia. Last week be shared bis 
thoughts on the dangers of the pres- 
idency with Time West Const Bu- 
teau Chief Ben Cate. After the’ two 
incidents in 1975, said Ford. “I didn't 
change my style. and 7 don’t think 
any President should.” To do so, he 
said, would be to “capitulate to the 
wrong forces in the country.” 

The ever-present threat of assas- 
sination is “part of the job—the peri! 
of the profession, if you will,” said 
Ford. “There's no way you can get 
100% security unless you sit in the 
White House immunized. But you 
can't isolate yourself. The job entails 
certain responsibilities. One of those 
responsibilities is moving around see- 
-.ing people and appearing in public. 

If you're in the job, you have to ac- 
cept that gamble” 


whisked into a U.S. district courtroom 10 
be charged formally with the attempted as- 
sassination of the President, @ crime car- 
vying a maximum life sentence upon con- 
viction, and assaulting a@ federal officer. 
Before dawn, he was moved into a small 
prison ¢ell at the Marine Correctional Fa- 


eility in Quantico, Va. Just two weeks ago 


b sorronatet ate ronctimes paper ata kiosk A news- 


Reagan had gone horsebock riding ar | 
Quantic. _- l 
Early Tuesday morning. Reagan asked | 
about the man who had shot him, phras- ; 
ing the question in his usual casual man- | 
ner: “Does anybody know what that gxy's | 
beef was?” Later in the day, Dr. Ruge told i 
Reagan for the first time that three others + 
had been wounded. Said Reagan: “That | 
means four bullets hit, good Lord.” He | 
wondered of the gunman had fired delib- | 
erately at the others or whether they had: 
been struck by shots aimed at kim. “}didn i } 
wont @ supporting cast. he said His eyes ~ 
filled with tears as he talhed about the oth- | 
ers. “I guess it goes with the territory.” he 
said sadly. { 
As news of the shooting flashec | 
around the world. many nations 2. 
pressed sympathy for the President but 
predictably criticized the American ten- | 
dency toward mayhem. “I pray your in- * 
juries are not serious.” cabled Brisain’s * 
Prime Minister Margarel Thatcher. West j 
German Chancellor Helmut Schmid: re- ; 
layed his “deep horror.” and Egyptian ! 
President Anwar Sadat bis “extreme 
shock and sorrow.” Japan's largest dail). 
Yomiuri Shimbun, said the attack “proves | 
that violence is deep-rooted in U.S soi!” H 
West Germany's Frankfurter Allgemeine + 
Zeitung charged that America is “a coun- t 
i 
i 


try of pistols on hips“ Soviet President 
Leonid Brezhnev eapressed his “indigns- 
tion” at “this criminal act” and wished , 
Reagan “a full and speedy recovery.” { 
Meanwhile the Communist Pany youth 
newspaper, Komsomolskaya Pravda, de- | 
picted the US. as a society “where terror 
isa phenomenon of daily life.” And Iran's . 
Ayatullah Ruhollah Khomeini said about ; 
Reagan. even before he knew the Pres- i 
ident was not seriously hurt: "We are not ¢ 
going to mourn for him.” i 
Abroad, as in the US., there was a | 
sense of deja vv “Oh no, not again" said { 
a man in Helsinki as he picked up a news- 


paper in Athens chargec + 
that—what else?—the | 
CIA was responsible i 
At home. former; 
Presidential Candidate 
John Anderson declared 
- that “we are all dimin- 
ished. we are ali de- ~ 
meaned. by an act of vi- 


olence of that kind.” The = 


Wall Street Journal ob- + 
served in an editorial « 
that “the forces that j 
move men to violence | 
seem to be on the up- | 
surge” and “we are dis: j 
mayed at our impotence 
before them.” Noted the | 
Los Angeles Times. 
“Doctors said ... that he 
was in stable condition 
The country is not” Ad- 
miration for the Presi- 


guarded Hinckley was Said a shocked and tearful President: “I didnt want a supporting cast.” 


dent's courage and calm 


under fire, as well as for g 


f 


} when George Wallace was attacked. 


| are only used to kill someone. not for 


the vitality of his 70-year-old physique. 
was widespread but not universal. At the 
Academy Central School in Tulsa. a few 
students clapped and cheered when they 
heard news of the assassination attempt 
Former President Carter praised the 
Secret Service and said the assault showed 
again the need for gun control. A sur- 
prising possible convert to that cause was 
South Carolina Senator Strom Thurmond, 
who said he is at least willing to consider 
banning the importation of pans for Sat- 
urday night specials. Senator Edward 
Kennedy said he would again propose leg- 
islation to outlaw totally the manufacture 
and sale of that type of gun. But Carter 
noied that members of Congress “didn't 
move afier 1963. They didn’t move 


And they didn’: move after Bobby 
Kennedy was killed. These guns that 


hunting. ought to be regulated. but 1 
predict they won't be.” 


3 
| 
i 
i 
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. Many “unsolicited” love notes from 


i Hinckley. None had mentioned the 


{ —a note that amounted to a highly 


Within moments of Hinckley’s 
artest the FBI dispatched its agents 
to weave a net of evidence that would 
form the legal! case against him. They 
found the unmailed letter to Jodie 4 
Foster in his Washington hotel room 4 


explicit confession. The investigators 
also found a tape recording of tele- 
phone conversations between Hinck- 
ley and a woman who might have 
béen Foster: it is possible that Hinck- 
ley made the calls anonymously. 
Thrust innocently into a national 
spouight she had not sought, the ac- 
tress held a news conference at Yale 
to confirm that she had received 


President. she said. and none had 
contained any hints of violence. 
Bur the leters became so persistent 
that last month she gave the ones 
she had not earlier destroyed to her 
college dean He turned them over 


to campus police. who found noth- A: 


ber, and that someon: was expecting him 
in the city just before the shooting In 
Hinckley’s hotel room, police and FBI 
agents found clippings from a Dec. 10 ar- 
ticle in the Washington Post. The next 
day Reagan visited the Hilton to address 
amecting convened by the American En- 
terprise Institute, a conservative think 
tank. Reagan left the hotel through the 
game exit be used when Hinckicy tried 
to kill him. Agents so far have been un- 
able to trace the two calls Hinckley made 
after checking into the Park Central. Ho- 
tel employees said two calls were made 
to his room. One was a wrong number 
—a woman trying to reach a relative who 
was registered elsewhere in the hotel. The 


¥ 
WELL QUICK RON... 


1 WE REED IN Daca 


tactory 


his own life. Agent Parr too was com- 
plimented for his fxsi reaction. Contended 
one veteran agent: “Everyone did ¢xaci- 
ly what he was supposed to do. It was 
like watching a training film.” 
Suill, how did the gunman get soclose” 
He carried no press credentials. which ac- 
credited reporters and cameramen wear 
about their necks and are supposed to 
keep visible at all times. The Secret Ser- 
vice insists there was no intention to cre- 
ate 3 closed press area at the Hilton site 
‘The spectators were not considered in- 
truders. Why was not the presidential car | 
parked directly in front of the exit. in- 
stead of 15 ft. away? The Service claimed © 
that the positioning permitted a faster exit 
ree and was normal. “They are wrong ~ 
insists TIME Photographer Dirck 
. Halstead. “I've covered thal exit 
many times. and the President's car 
was always right in front of it” 
Secret Service Chief H. Sivan 
Knight indirectly criticized the FBI 
for failing to inform the Service that 
Hinckley had been arrested ai the 
Nashville airport for carrying three 
handguns in his briefcase on Oct 9. 
On that day Jimmy Carter had been 
in the city to make a campaign 
speech at the Grand Ole Opry house 
Yet there wes no evidence that 
Hinckley had been tracking Caner 
Spirited into a helicopter at the 
Quantico base by FBI agents, who 
made-him bend over and run. Hinch- 
ley late last week was flown to an 
Army post near Washington. These 
he was transferred to @ limousine | 
and brought in handcuffs to a fed- : 
eral courtroom under security so tighi } 
that even the clerk of court had fo - 
show identification. A paramedic wi 
an oxygen tank sat behind Hinchles + 
tn the courtroom. A court-appointed 
psychiatrist, Dr. dames L. Evans. 
tified that his three-hour examinati 
of Hinckley showed he was “mentally 
competent to stand trial.” District 
Court Chief Judge William B. Br3- 


ing in them that would warrant 
warning anyone else about Hinckley. 


* The FBI now has these letters. 


Demonsirating the importance of reg- 
istering handgun sales. the Treasury De- 
partment’s Bureav of Alcohol. Tobacco 
and Firearms within minutes discovered 
where Hinckley had purchased the weap- 
on: at Rocky's Pawn Shop in Dallas. If 
Hinckley had somehow eluded capture, 
tracing this sale would have given the FBI 
the gunman’s identity. 

FBI agents are convinced that there 
was- no plot. mo conspiracy and that 
Hinckley had acted on his own. None- 
theless. they were busy tracing his past 
sonnections with the Chicago-based Na- 
tional Socialist Party of America. A neo- 
‘Nazi group. it claims to have expelied him 
in 1979 for being “too militant.” Agents 
‘were also puzzling over evidence suggest- 
ing that the suspect may have been stalk- 
ing Reagan in Washington last Decem- 


“Guns that ave only used to kill ought to be registered.” 


other was from an unidentified woman 
who asked for Hinckley by name. 


he rapidity of the shots fired at the 
Hilton made it difficult for the FBI 
to pinpoint the sequence of the mul- 
tiple wounding. Studying the video tapes 
and the ballistics evidence, the FBI ten- 
tatively concluded that Reagan was hit 
after he had been doubled over by Agent 
Part and was being pushed into his car. 
In aw freak bit of chance, the bullet ap- 
parently bounced off the car's window 
frame and through the narrow gap be- 
tween the open door and the car body. 
But had the Secret Service done all it 
could to protect the President? As con- 
gressiona! committees began a series of 
post-rssault probes, there was lavish 
praise for Agent McCarthy. who had 
Hepped into the line of Sre at the risk of 


ant ordered that the suspect be ex- 
amined further 10 establish his men- 
tal condition. Hinckley's family had hired 
the firm headed by Defense Attorney Ed- 
ward Bennett Williams to represent their 
son: the lawyers argued that any such ex- 
amination should be done first by defense- 
chosen experts. Bryant denied the request 
but assured defense atiorneys that their 
Psychiatrists would have “equal eccess” 
to Hinckley. 

Finaliy John W. Hinckley Jr. was 
flown by helicopier to the Federal Correc- 
tional Institution in Burner, N.C., where 
psychiatric examinations could take up to 
three months. The legal question may turn 
out to be whether he was sane at the time of 
the erime. The larger question for the U.S. 
was whether the course of its history must 
continue to be influenced by the mental 
misfits in its midst. wealy Ed Magnuson. 
Reported by Douglas Brew and dJohornc 
McGeary /Washington 


2 


“> An Interview with Nancy Reagan 


mee Oe ee 
“All you're thinking is you've got to hold yourself together ...”" 


Control. Along with 
= £00! charm, good looks 
% "and an obsessive desire 
a to walk in her hus- 
band’s shadow, control 
is # buttress of Nancy Reagan's persona. 
That willed restraint is visible in burly- 
burly crowd scenes. in interviews that usu- 
ally jeave reporters unsatisfied and on the 
rare occasions when she speaks from & 
platform And the control is there just four 
days afier the attempt on her husband's 
Hfe as she greeis a correspondent in 
the Easi Wing sitting room on the sec- 
ond floor of the White House. The 
chamber has been Reaganized. There 
are two jars of jelly beans and a dish 
of bondons A pair of massive tradi- 
tiona) sofas has come cross country 
from their former home in Pacific 
; Palisades 

The First Lady's friends say that 
she feels “guilty” about being else- 
where* when the slug tore into Rea- 
gan’'s Jeft side. She has spent the week 
} visiting hospital rooms—the Presi- 
; dent's and those of the three men shot 
j with him. She has been consoling Sar- 
i ah Brady. knowing that a Slight change 
in the angle of the gun barre} could 
{have laid Reagan as low as Jim Bra- 
{ dy. or worse. 

Buther smile is as warm as the sun- 
stine thal engulfs the room. In a beige 
liveed skirt and tasteful silk blouse. 
wth every dark blond hair in place 
and her huge hazel eyes clear. Nan- 
oy Reagan jooks as much like spring 
as the tulips and hyacinths that fes~ 
} Ioan the roam And when she starts 
talking. the contro! is there. No. she 
had not worried much about physical 
essauh. not any more. Reagan had 
bicn threatened frequently while Gov- 
ernar in Sacramento: in 1968 x se- 
; curity man shot at someone trying to 
j fie-bomb the Governor's residence. 
j “It was the tenor of the times.” she 
sos of that period “But during the 
: campaign. and ceriainly since 


i 
i 
‘ 
Hy 


‘The First Lady bringing Jelly beans to the hospital 


‘When she arrived outside the emer- 
gency room she was at first informed, by 
Mike Deaver. that Reagan had been 
wounded, but only slightly. Her worry es- 
ealated slowly. Moments later, doctors 
told them that it was more serious than 
Deaver had thought, and she saw her pale, 
Prostrate husband. 

What did she feel? Fear? Anger? 
“There's an unseal kind of feeling ... It's 
hard to describe. There's an unrealness 
toit...” Nancy Reagan gropes for words, 


== 


election. the only thing we felt 
wes such warmth and affection that 
_ After of aiulach} wasn’t wp front 
\ 


iH 


1 a 


pots over the events of Bloody Mon- 

She was on the third floor of the man- 
i sion in guest quarters that are still being 
Tenovaied. when a Secret Service agent 
tolc her: “There has been a shooUng The 
} President has not been hit. but he is at 
the hospital.” She Secided to leave im- 
mediately. even though. as she recalls jt, 
the was told. “ht is such bedlam there. so 
much confusion. maybe it would be 
beer if you steyed here a while.” 


Mi: Reagan had attended # Amcheon at the 
Georgciman howne of Michael Ainsley president of 
the Naina! Trust for Histon Preservation She re- 


2v restraint begins to dissolve as she | 


In between the concessions and the demands. 


something rare for her. Usually she dis- 
misses an unwelcome question politely. as 
if it were a boring suitor. This time she 
seems as interested in finding the answer 
as the reporter is. 

“You're frightened. sure.” she says 


finally. “Of course you're frightened, es- + 


pecially because he was having trouble 

breathing But it just seemed so unreal. 

Ang 7 guess you ss MUSt gO into # sort 
ae. : 

The thought trails off. She sighs. 
She bugs herself with both arms as 
if to fee] the image before she speaks 
it. “Then all you're thinking is 
you've got to bold yourself together 
‘and not be a bother to anybody so that 
be 1 ae hee en ben Acme 


suspen scene demands. Now in the worst mo- 


What bad to be done at that moment 
was an exploration for abdominal bleed- 
ing Nancy's recollections now rush out. 
“They put me in a tiny. tiny bitte room. 
really tiny, no window, and it was bot. 
There were so many people running back 
and forth in the halls. police and doctors 
and a bot of noise. 2 lot of people shout- 
ing. “Get back, get out of the way." Then 
she went to the hospital chapel to may & 
Prayer and weep a litde. 

‘Nancy and the man she still insists 
on cailing Ronnie have been as close as 
any couple can be in politics. She travels 
with him constantly, she fusses over small 
Getails of his care and feeding. she casts 
Jooks of adoration or amusement. as the 


ments of their 29-year marriage. she 
was demoted to spectator. That passed 
ipa few hours The day after. she was 
bringing him jelly beans and his ship- 
pers. She also accompanied the White 


Rouse physician. Daniel Ruge: when 


been etriously wounded. Reagan 
tumed teary-eyed at the news 


w conflict: a concession that at- 
tacks on the President are inevitable 
vs. outraged demands that something 


child. Maureen. went on television to 
Pronounce her angry demand that vi- 
olence be quelied by public indigna- 
tion. Where does Nancy stand? “I 
geess I'm somewhere in between 
there.” Her composure is back and for 
‘once she ventures into what she usu- 
aily pretends is terra incognito for her. 
public policy. The eacursion is signaled 
; with an apologetic Bile laugh. “You 


he told Reagan that Jim Brady had ; 


week twoschoo!s of thought were | 


—anything—be done. Reagan's eldes: . 


’ know, Yd be happier if they didn’t { 


* make the violent movies that they - 


+ gre not mentally stable Fd be hap- 
pier if semiences ... if people were 
brought to trial more quick]; and if 
the whole thing [criminal justice} were 


tainly be an improvement.” 

What about the ubiquity of ps: 
shopaths and firearms” The answer is 
rapid: “You know Ronnie's position 
He just doesn’t believe that's where the 
problem is.” In fact. she notes. Rea- 


lightened up. I think that would cer- { 


make and maybe titillaie people whe ; 


gan mentioned his continued opposition + 


to gun contro! to several visitors in his hos- 
pital room. 

Her husband's convalescence will 
dominate Nancy Reagan's next several 
weeks. Eventually there will be trips and 
public appearances. Maybe she will nag 
Reagan about wearing 2 bulletproof vest. 
as he occasionally did during the pres- 
identia] campaign. But will they be able 
tw go into crowds comfortably again” 
“Well. I don't know how it’s going to fee! 
the first time. I don't know. It really comes 
Gown to this: you have a job to do and 
you do it the best you can. Time will tc}! 
if it’s going to be harder.” Certainly Nan- 
ey Reagan wil! need al} the contro] she 


hes ay ery ey 


H 


| Ardmore. where 


edie ie a . 
curtsite the White House grounds 


A Drifter Who Stalked Success : 


kt cannot be said fairly 
; that John Wamock 
H Hinckley Jr, 25, was 
j y destined for infamy. 
7 He is accused of a 

shooting that. perhaps even to him, is a 
surprise: the first opensy extraordinary act 
of his life. This son of Sunbelt affluence 
—biond. blue-eyed. with the fleshy good 
dooks of a country club lay-sbout—had 
never been outwardly quirky or unpleas- 
ant His unremarkability confounds the 
desire for tidy. comforting explanations. 
Says a family friend: “There but for the 
i grace of God goes anyone's kid.” Beverly 
McBeath was no friend at Highland Park 
(Texas) High School. but she speaks for 
al! her schoolmates when she recalls that 
John Hinckley was “so normal he ap- 
peared to fade into the woodwork.” None- 
theless. some time in the barren years 
since his 1973 graduation from high 
school. Hinckley went beyond mere or- 
dinariness His solitude and fecklessness 
| became chronic. and he started drifting: 
to seedy neighborhoods in Los Angeles 
and Denver. toward fascism, and then to 
his climactic infatuations with handguns 
and a teen-age movie star. Says his fa- 
ther's business associate Clarence Neth- 
erjand: “Something happened to that boy 
in the last six to eight years to break him 
from the family tradition and the family 
life-style.” In fact. John Hinckley’s past 
years seem not to constitute a break so 
much as Hollywood's slow fade to black. 
John Jr. was Jack and JoAnn Hinck- 
fey’s last child He was born on May 29. 
1955. in the southern Oklahoma town of 


“Something happened to that boy in thé last six years” 


2 

Hinckley Sr. took a job in Dallas. 100 
miles south. The growing family was 
good-looking and healthy and Protestant, 
and al! five settied down to life in Uni- 
versity Park. moneyed Dallas suburb of 
broad lawns and handsome houses. The 
Hinckleys are “a fine Christian family.” 
according to one friend, and regular 
churchgoers; it was fitting that their first 
home in Dallas was & former parsonage 
Scott. now 32, ever the good eldest child. 
sought and won parental approbation: 
Diane. now 28, was exceptionally blond 
and pretty in a neighborhood ‘of biond, 
pretty Httle girls; and John, never a prob- 
lem. joined the ¥.M.C.A.’s Indian Guides 
and distinguished self in grammar- 
school sports. Recalls Jim Francis, John’s 
basketball coach for three 
years during elementary 
school: “He was a beau- 
tiful-looking linle boy, a 
wonderful athlete. really & 
feader. He was the best 
basketball player on the 
team.” No wonder the fa- 
ther of such a child, told 
years later that his son was 
being heid as an assassin. 
would scow! in disbelief: 
“ft bad to be # stolen ID” 
In 1966 the Hinckleys 


and a swimming pool out back 

He was not a troublesome teen-ager 
or even a toner. Indeed. in the seventh 
and ninth grades he was elecied presi- 
dent of his home room. and as an eighth: 
grader managed the basketball te2 
John Hinckley was no aloof oddball then 
Says his junior-high friend Kirk Dooley 
“No one rooted louder than Hinckley for 
the Highland Park Red Raiders.” 

By 1970 John’s father had amassed 
capital of $120.000 and set up his own on 
exploration business. Hinckley Oil. new 
known as Vanderbik Energy Corp. af. 
firmed the man’s entrepreneurial metle 
‘And Son Scott. an engineering major at 
Vanderbilt University. would soon join his 
dad’s wildcat enterprise. 

In the fal! of 1970. John Jr. begee 
classes at Highland Park High Schoo! 
where his sister was a senior. That yea" 
Diane Hinckley apparently burst forth as 
acampus star. she performed in a schoo! 

: vr operetia. she was head 
cheerleader. homecoming 
queen candidate. vice 
president of the choir, 
member of both the stu 
* dent council and the A- 
"students" National Honer 
Society. There are at ieas: 
$ ten pictures of her in the 
yearbook. which cited he: 
‘as one of the class’s eighi 
“favorites.” She was 2 for 
midable sibling presence 
for Sophomore John. 

During his junior year 
John was a member of the 
civic affairs club. and 25 2 
senior he was in the Re- 
deo Club, which organized 
Barbecues. square dances 
and junkets to rodeos In 


hhis yearbook John’s rosiey, 


to of activities was scanty but 


/P- 


> + unembarrassing. just 2s his senior-picture | 


hair length seemed perfectly median. ne’ 
ther Jong nor short. Bil} Lierman. the 
Rodeo Club's sponsor. recalled nothing 
untoward. Says Lierman: “He wasn't @ 
rowds. He got along fine with all the 
kids” And a sampling of schoolmates’ 
reminiscences shows & consensus. David 
Wildman. the basketbal] captain. calis 
him “a middle-of-the-roader.” 

Only Sally Bentley. 26, disputes the 
hazy image of genial blandness. “He was 
well known because his sister was well 
known.” says the woman. “John was 
. His sister was friendly and cute 
and alive. J thought he was sour about 
that John never did anything outstanding 
or memorable ~ 

Lubbock. dry and bleak, is 318 miles 
from Dallas on the fiat cap rock of west 
Texas The population is 180,000, and 
22.000 are Texas Tech students. John 
Hinckley Jr. was one of them. a business 
major. as of September 1973. He never fin- 
ished. but over the next seven years 
Hinckley atiended classes more than half 
the time. By 1977 he had dropped business 
in favor of liberal arts and earned at feast 
a B average—good enough to be on the 
dean's fist But once away from home. he 
™iade not even a token effort to fashion a 
social life Says a Texas Tech spokesman: 
"We can’t find a single university-recog- 
nized activity he participated in” 


I: 1975. John’s parents moved to Ever- 

green. Colo. a Ponderosa town some 
25 miles oviside Denver. It is that city’s 
choicest mountain suburb: a@ place of 
steep. piney cul-de-sacs and well-10-do 
placidity. On some of his periodic sabbat- 
cals from Texas Tech. John Jr. alighted 
at the new family home. and while there 
he often loitered at the Jocal high school. 
presumably seeking companionship. 

Not a single pal or girlfriend has 
turned up from those seven sketchy years. 
at Texas Tech. His feu scquaintances re- 
tall Hinckley as an expressionless blank. 
Su he caused no alarm. Says German 
History Professor Otto Nelson: “I never 
picked up anything unusual or bizarre 
about him He never asked a thing in 

, class “ (Hinckley did. however. choose to 
Specialize one paper focused on Hitler's 
Mem Kampf his other on Auschwitz.) 
Says Mark Swafford. one of his Lubbock 
fandiords: “I only saw him with another 
human being one time.” Hinckley’s stu- 
deni Life was 2 sad, remote vigil “Every- 


| where there were empty bags from ham-- 


: burger joints and carions of ice cream.” 
| says Swafford. “He just sat there the whole 
time. staring al the TV.” 

in late 1976 Hinckley went 10 Califor- 
nia He intended. John Sr. told # friend. to 
~erash Hollywood.” He ended up at How- 
ard’s Weekly Apartments. in the searny 
Selma Avenue district of Los Angeles—a 
{ Street market! for whores. drugs and every 
; kind of sleaze. Perhaps during this period 
* Hinckley developed his obsession with 


er Consider the niot 


ee 


dodie Foster at prostitute in Tax! Driver 
A desperate, deluded infatuation. 


ust before Hinckley ieft for Los Angeles. 

The film, according to = synopsis, con- 
cems “a loner incapable of communicat- 
ing.” who “usually spends his off hours... 
eating junk food of sitting alone in a dingy 
room.” When the protagonist is scorned 
by Foster's character, he mails her a letter 
and sets out to kill a presidential candi- 
date, The coincidences are powerful and 
given credence by a letter that Scriptwrit- 
er Pau! Schrader got last fall—from 3.W. 
Hinckley. Schrader told Time he thought 
the letter was from a smitten groupie who. 
wanted to meet Foster. and he had his sec- 
fetary throw it away. 

Hinckley returned to Texas Tech dur- 
ing 1977, but his enroliment lapsed again 
during 1978. It was then thal he began his 
firation with Nazism. According to Mi- 
chae} Allen, president of the National So- 
cialist Party of America. Hinckley was a 


smember of the sect for more than 2 year. 
and in March 1978 marched in a Nazi pa- 


F yade in St Louis. Allen claims they kicked 


Hinckley out in 1979. Allen's explanation. 
“When somebody comes to us and slams 
advocating shooting people. it's a natura! 
Feaction: the guy's either a nut or a federal 
agent.” Hinckley was a voracious reader 
of newspapers, so it is Jogical that his af- 
fiintion with the Nazis began in early 
1978; it was then that a spate of national 
ews stories appeared aboul the National 
Socialists. mostly involving their planned 
marches through the heavily Jewish com- 
mnunity of Skokie, Il]. 


fter more than «% year’s hiatus from 
Texas Tech--a period of deepening 


| disturbance for Hinckley—he registered 
| for classes in September 1979. He also be- 


gan his acquisition of firearms with a .36- 
Gal. pistol. purchased in Lubbock. where 
& year later he bought two new 22 pis- 
tols at a pawnshop. When the 1980 sum- 
mer session ended. Hinckley left Texas 
Tech for good to begin his last addled 
famble around the country. His path 
seems one of accelerating aimiessness and 
fragmentation. 

Hinckley found himself in New Ha- 
ven, Conn., in Sepiember—within days 
after Foster's matriculation at Yale—and 
boasted to strangers that they were lovers. 
In October he returned to New Haven 
and jefi several notes for Foster at her 
Gormitory. 

A few days inter. Hinckley was ar- 
rested—and promptly released on $50 
bond—at Nashville Airport as he at- 
tempted to board a flight for New York 
City: in his carry-on luggage were three 
handguns and 50 rounds of ammunition 
Although President Carter was making 3 
campaign appearance in Nashville the 
same day, the Secret Service was never 
told of Hinckley’s airport arrest This may 
be the first clear. though unheeded. sig- 
na! of Hinckley as stalker. 

Four days later in Dallas he bought a 
Pair of 22-cal. revolvers al a pawnshop 
Within a week Hinckley had surfaced in 
Denver, where he applied for jobs at two. 


Those Dangerous Loners 


eg must have fame, fame" cried John Wilkes Booth, and then established him- 
I self as the first of the modern American assassins Though full of fustian 
about his Jove for the Confederacy (he managed to avoid Bghting for it, or even 
living in it, during the Civil War). ‘Booth was clear-headed and precise about 
the psychic rewards and second-hand renown that come with dispatching a fa- 
mous man. “Whats glorious opportunity for 4 man toimmortalize himself by kill- 
ing Abraham Lincoln!” he remarked two years before his crime. 
Like Booth and unlike most assassins elsewhere in the 
j = world, Americans who try to kil] the famous are engaged pri- 
a0 a marily in psychodrama rather than political drama. They do 
not seem to care much whether their victim belongs to the 
left or the right. Arthur Bremer, who crippied George Wal- 
Jace, thought first of killing George McGovern. Lee Harvey 
Oswald apparently shot at General Edwin Walker. 2 right- 
wing fanatic, before killing President Kennedy. Giuseppe 
Zangara, who look aim at President-elect Franklin D. Roo- 
sevelt in 1933 (accidentally killing the mayor of Chicago}, 
said that he would just as soon have killed Herbert Hoover. 

‘Most. but not all. American assassins fit this group por- 
trait.a young white male,» failure and 3 drifter, unloved and 
unloving. sexually dissatisfied, he has Bittle or no contact with 
women Ordinary murderers ofien come from violent homes or were violent as 
youngsters But the assassins are deceptively calm, even passive. ‘The pattern is 
that of shy. well-behaved. often mousy Joners, whose efforts to control themselves 
succeed. until pressures explode in an assassination allempt. 

‘Mos! assessins seem 0 have been the equivalent of “model prisoners” in their 
own families, diminished by a powerful parent. unable to express themselves or 
fet out their normal aggressive and sexual feelings. When the demons inside final- 
ly burst through. an ordinary victim would noi do. The target had to be as far 
above the average citizen as the parent was above the assassin-son. 

Many have zigzageed from city to city. partly to stalk their targets in an eery 
dance of death—drawing close. then pulling away—and partly to express in fran- 
tic motion a personality threatened with disintegration. Os- -——_____—__. 
waid traveled 1c the Soviet Union, New Orleans and Mex. - 79 
ico: John Lennon's accused killer, Mark Chapman, moved we pols 
from Tennessee to Aulanta to Honolulu and New York. } : 

Lacking in self-esteem. many have donned and doffed 
different identities like costumes. Some have tried to weave 
identities out of fictional strands. Bremer imagined himself , 
as the son of Actress Donna Reed Sara Jane Moore, who ; 
tried to shoot President Ford. thought of herself as 8 Halo 
shampoo girl. The movie Tax! Driver wove together many 
themes found in the lives of American assassins. A taxi dnv- | % EZ i 
er (played by Robert De Niro), obsessed with shooting a pres- =’ SA 
idential candidate and protecting a young prostitute Godie Bremer 
Foster}, beset by aggressive urges as well as sexual ones 
(coded in the film as a pure-hearted defense of 2 prostitute), finds an acceptable 
resolution: he spares the candidate and instead shoots the girl's pimp and one of 
her johns. thus symbolically killing his lust and emerging in his own eyes as some- 

“thing ofa hero 

‘Assassins have rarely shown remorse after their killings. They have. how- 
ever. been generally interested in explaining their acts and claiming to have 
played a historic role. Zangara went quietly to the electric chair and lost his com- 


posure only at the last minute when he Jearned no pho - 


tographers were there to record the scene. Some psychi- 
atrists say the assassin homes in on his target, not just to 
seize some of the victim's fame but to achieve, at long last, 
‘sy & permanent identity. “They can gas me, bul ] am famous.” 

said Sirhan Sirhan. “I have achieved in one day what it 

4 took Robert Kennedy all his life to do.” 

| ‘< » O" Geveral assassins have conveniently left behind inctim- 
| ; | inating diaries and letters. Some have also left behind books 


and clippings of previous assassinations, a reminder that 
these murders, like hijackings, can break out in mini- 
epidemics. Who knows? Another awkward loner may to- 
day be cutting out articles about John W. Hinckley Jr. 


newspapers. claiming to one that he had 
jest Grished 2 month of classes at Yale A 
few weeks later.ina Denver suburb. he at- 
tended two mectings of the right-wing 
Nationa! Association for Constitutiona! 
Government In December, the FBI sus- 
pects, Hinckley visited Washington. but 
ip January be was back in the Denver 
area, where. on Reagan's first full day in 
office, Hinckley bought a 38-cal. revols- { 
er. Yh February he retumed to New | 
Haven a third time. 2nd then perhaps tc i 
Washingion. i 

By the first of March. Hinckley was , 
again in New Haven: he delivered more . 
missives to Foster. Back in Denver a week 
later. he checked into a shabby mote: 
Says one of the mote!’s maids. “He didn’ 
say much. but he was nice to everyone 
just a clean-cut, good-living kid “ In his 
first days in Denver he applied for a jot 
&t a record shop and pawned his type- 
writer and electric guitar. 

On March 25, Hinckley flew to Lox 
Angeles via Salt Lake City. and the nex: 
day boarded a bus headed back to Sah 
Lake City—and on to Washington. D.C 


F or perhaps the past six months. John 
Hinckley was under sporadic treat- 
ment by Evergreen Psychiatrist Jobn 
Hopper. No one but Dr. Hopper may be 
equipped to skeich a psychiatric profile 
of Reagan's attacker. But particularly af. 
ter the release of the final letter that 
Hinckley wrote to Foster. many psychi- 
atrists have been willing to conjecture Dr 
Thomas Gutheil. of the Massachusetts 
Mental Health Center. says that Hinch- 
ley may be a victim of erotomania in one 
of its forms: obsession with a celebrity: 
Harvard Psychiatry Professor Donald 
Russell believes that Reagan. not Foster 
was central to Hinckles’s psychology. anc 
several colleagues also doubt the impor- 
tance of the movie-star crush. Says Rus- 
sell: “He was obviously out to get these 
father figures ~ Hinckles’s eclipse by an 
elder sibling was critical. says Chicago 
Psychiatrist Irving Harris. “The young 
brother tends to be overshadowed If the 
man can’t find a socially accepted chan- 
nel. he can become an assassin” Dr 
James Gilligan. another Harvard profes- 
sor, finds Hinckiey’s insanity improbable 
Says he: “Most violence is not done by 
truly psychotic people. They are not com- 
pletely normal. but that doesn’ mean the) 
are crazy.” Dr. Gutheil cautions that no 
accurate explanation is apt to be simple” 
more likely in Hinckley’s mind was a dis- 
sonant snarl of emotions and delusions. 
which in concert led him to Washington. 
Indeed. any explanation at all can 
smack of the pat. The consequence of 
lives ike John Hinckley Jr.'s may be 10 
amend a patriotic platitude. Perhaps not 
every little boy can grow up to be Pres- 
ident, but he can, for the price of a 
pistol, grow’ up to be z presidential 
i —By Kurt Andersen. Reported 


/¢ 


Protecting the President 


- “New questions about whether the Secret Service can do better 


n “If anyone wants to 


doit. no amount of pro- 

wection is enough. Alla 

man needs is a willing- 

- ness 10 trade his life for 

mine.” So ved President John F. 
Kennedy fess than a month before his 


words came tragically truc. After best 
week's atiempt on the Bfe of Ronald Rea- 
gan. the question is again being asked with 
great urgency: What can be done, if any- 
thing. to beter protect an American Pres- 
ident from the risk of assassination? 

In an atiempi to find answers, two 
congressiona} committees began hearings 
last week to investigate the role of the Se- 
cre Service in providing such protection. 
Ai the same time. Treasury Secretary 
Donald Regan has ordered his own re- 
view of the agency, which is part of his de- 
partment. More than likely the inquiries 
will not solve a basic dilemma: How to 
-poard a President as fully as possible in 
an open society? Says & Jongume Secret 
Service official: may be unsolvable: 
Can you stopa free individual in a free so- 
giety. who is willing to take that ultimate 
Fisk and still avoid a police state?” 

Founded in 1865 to combat the ris- 
ing tide of counterfeit “greenbacks” then 
j flooding the country. the agency now 
nun:bers some 1.500 special agents. up 
fro, 389 at the time of Kennedy's as- 
sassination. Once selected. s recruil is dis- 
pe 
he 


Sp track down counterfeiters and pur- 
sue stolen or forged Government checks 
and bonds Only superior agents are even- 
{ qually picked to serve in the protection ser- 
vice. which is responsible for guarding not 
only the President. the Vice President and 
Thess families. but also presidential can- 
didates and former Presidents 
The agents then undergo extensive in- 
struction at the Secret Service Training 
i Cemer in Beltsville. Md. They practice 
“moving a make-believe “president” 
through crowds {composed of other 
Agenis! lo a wailing car. sometimes un- 
_ Ge: fire. ag well as through specially built: 
: audiloriums., hotel foyers and offices In 
& Weapons course. computer-controlied 
, Sulonis of possible assassins and harm- 
! }ess citizens pop up from the ground and 
‘ twirl past windows on a Hollywood-like 
‘ back-loi street of mock buildings The 
agents must fire and hit a threatening tar- 
gei but refrain from shooting at an un- 
armed figure—or al the image ofa woman 
wheeling a baby carriage. who may quick- 
ly shde in front ofan armed figure. 
, ,, Secret Service preparations for a pres- 
" iéential trip are equally thorough. teams 
of agents. aided by oca! police, carefully 
trave] presidemial itineraries in advance. 
check the backgrounds of hotel employees 
. and others who may meet the President. 
; and make certain that local hospitals have 
+ a supply of blood in the President's type. 


| 


. ss There ave no set rules for the number of | bave protected him : 


sched to offices around the country to” 


agents required for a presidential trip: for 
a routine speech like the one that Rea- 
gan gave last week al the Washington Hil- 
ton Hotel, perbaps two dozen agents will 
be used. Every presidential motorcade has 
st beast two cars filled with agents, in- 
cluding a station wagon, code-named War 
‘Wagon, that is crammed with weapons 
(ranging from Israeli-made Uzi subma- 
chine guns to shotguns), first-aid supplies 
and even tools for prying the President 
out of his car in case ofa crash. 

‘The Secret Service keeps 2 list ofsome 
29,000 people believed to pose potential 
threats to the President. and 300 to 400 
considered especially dangerous. Yet 
none of the persons involved in well- 


Campaigning in Mian! in 1975, Reagan is confronted by a man with a toy gun \ 


tment garage The Secret Service argues 
that the President risks being trapped in 
a basement garage, and so prefers wsh- 
ering him through an exit that leads 10 
an open driveway~and the waiting lim- 
ousine. Others recommend that the Se- 
ret Service start closing off streets around 
the exit to al] spectators, some even sug- 
gest that the President entirely stop min- 
gling and shaking bands with emlook- 
ers. Says Chicago Police Superintendent 
Richard Breeczek: “It's fie to consider 
keeping some distance between crowds 
and the President. offering them a fest- 
ing glimpse instead of a slower wave.” 
Bul there are great drawbacks to iso- 
ating a President from the people he must 
serve. Presidents, like most US politi- H 
cians, relish contact with crowds. indeed. 
they may come to mly on that kind of in- 
teraction to keep them going in so gru- 
eling a job. Ronald Reagan has already 


known assassination attempts since 1963 
Sirhan Sirhan. Arthur Bremer, Lynette 
t'Squeaky"} Fromme. Sara Jane Moore 
and John Hinckley-~ever appeared on 
the Secret Service list. 


f the Service cannot always recognize 

~or siop-2 potential assassin. can 
anything more be done to lessen the dan- 
gers? Many law enforcement officials rec- 
ommend that Reagan wear 2 bulletproof 
vest when making public appearances. 
Moder vests. made of fiber glass. are both 
Lightweight and Sexible.* 

Ted Gunderson. former head of the 
Fars Los Angeles office. suggests that 
whenever possible: the President should 
exit a hotel or auditorium through a base- 


Ee 


‘hf Reagan had been wearing only @ “front-and- 
fast week his noes would have remained 


“jis time to consider keeping some disiance berween crowds and the President.” 


Semonstrated his fondness for pausing é 
and responding to shouted cries of "Mr; 
President! Mr. President!” as he moves - 
about Washington—a practice his agenis 
would dearly like to stop Yet the ease 
with which an attack can take place was © 
dramatically demonstrated to Reagan be- | 
fore last week's shooting As then Can- 
didaie Reagan campaigned in Miami in 
November 1975.2 college dropout named 
Michae) Lance Carvin. 20. managed to 
break through the crowd and point a toy 
gun directly at him. 

When an stuck by a deranged lon- 
er occurs. there is mot much that even 
the Secret Service can do. Sums up one 
senior agent: “We try to get our bodies 
between him and the bullets. and then 
get the hel! out of there”—-which is just 
what they did last Monday. efficiently 


and even heroically. —By James KeFy, 
Reported by Jorathan Becty and Johanne 
McGeary Washington 


Essay 


J 


By a curiosity of evolution. every human skull 
harbors a prehistoric vestige. a reptilian brain. 
This atavism. like a hand grenade cushioned 
in the more civilized surrounding cortex. is 
the dark hive where many of mankind's prim- 
itive impulses originate. To go partners with that throwback, 
| Americans have carriec out of their own history another cu- 
j Tiosity that evolution forgot to discard as the country changed 
{ fram a sparsely populated. underpoliced agrarian society to a 
modern industrial civilization. That vestige is the gun—most no- 
torjously the handgun. an anachronistic too! still much in use. 
* Snce 1962 guns have finished off more Americans (400,000; 
j ther World War I did. 
| Aficr one more handgun made it into American history 
‘ Jast week (another nastily poignant little “Saturday night” 22 
tha: lay Jike an orphan in a Dallas pawnshop until another of 
j these clammy losers took it back to his rented room to dream 
j ons. a lot of Americans said to themselves, “Well, maybe this 
will finaly persuade them to do 
\something about those damned 
j guns " Nobody would lay a dime 
on it The National Rifle Association 
batiened down its hatches for a siege | 
of rough editorial weather, but cal- 
culaed that the antigun indig- 


naiian would presently subside. just 
as it always does After Kennedy. 
Ahe~ 
&; 


King After Kennedy. After 
¢ After Lennon. After Rea- 
fier... the nation will be left 
£ and flinching as before to 
the pops of its $$ million pistols : 
anc_th: highest rate of murder by guns in the world. 
The rest of the planet is both appalled and puzzled by the 
Spectacle of a superpower so politically stable and internally 
violent Countries ke Britain and Japan. which have Jow 
fates and virtua! prohibitions on handguns, are aston- 
by the over-the-counter ease with which Americans can 


‘buy firearms 

Americans themselves are profoundly discouraged by the 
handguns that seem to breed uncontrollably among them like 
roaches For years the majority of them have favored restric- 


# 
“vale keeps rising Ht is both a cause and an effect of gun sales. 

An< every few years—or months—some charismatic public 
; Sharacter takes a slug from an itinerant mental case caressing a 

bizarre fantasy in his brain and the sick. secret weight of a pis- 
7 Wolin his pocket ; 
+ Why do the bloody years keep rolling by without guns be- 
; Soming subject to the kind of regulation we calmly apply to 
| rugs cars. boat trailers, CB radios and dogs? The answer is 
} Ons partly that the National Rifle Association is, by some Sen- 
a s' estimate. the mosi effective lobbying organization in 
Washington and thé deadiiest at targeting its congressional en- 
fmies at election time The nation now has laws, all righi—a 


! 
i Polehon of some 25,000 gun regulations, federal, state and 


5. that are so scattered and inconsistent as to be prepos- 
‘s ineffectual. 


Firearms have achieved in the US a strange sort of 


s Time to Ban Handguns 


violence and a sense that as the social contract tatters. the 
good guys must have their guns to defend themselves agains! | 
the rising tribes of bad guys. It is very hard to persuade the 
good guys that all those guns in their hands wind up doing 
more iethal harm to their own kind then to the animals thes 
fear, that good guys sometimes get drunk and shoot other Hy 
good guys in & rage, or blow their own heads off (by design or | 
accident) or hit theis own children by mistake Most murders } 
are done on impulse, and handguns are perfectly responsive 
to the purpose. a blind red rage Sashes in the brain and fires 
a signa} through the nerves to the trigger finger—BLAM’ Guns t 
do not require much work. You do not have to get your 1 
hands bloody, as you would with # knife. or make the siren- 
uous and intimately dangerous effort required to kill with j 
bare hands. The space between gun and victim somehow 
purifies the relationship—at Jeast for the person at the trigger j 
wand makes il so much easier to perform the deed The bul- + 
Jet goes invisibly across space to fiesh. An essential discon- | 
nection. almost an abstraction. is * 
maintained. That's why it is so easy 
—convenient, really—to kill with 
one of the things. 

‘The post-assassination sermon. 
an earnest lamentation about the 
“sickness of American society.” has 
become a notably fatvous genre that 
blames everyone and then. after 15 
minutes of earnest] empty regret. | 
absolves everyone. It is true that there + 
is a good deal of evil in the Amer- 
ican air: television and the sheer rep- i 
etitiousness of violence have made & | 
{ot of the country morally weary and dull and difficuli to shock * 
Much of the violence, however. results not from the sickness of + 
the society but the stupidity and inadequacy of its laws The na- | 
tion needs new laws to pul at least some guns out of business | 
Mandatory additional punishments for anyone using a gun in a ; 
crime—the approach that Ronald Reagan favors—would help | 
But a great deal more is necessary. Because of the mobility of , 
pans. only federal laws can have any effect upon them Rifles | 
and shotguns—tong guns—are not the problem: they make the . 
best weapons for defending the house anyway. and they are * 
bard for criminals to conceal. Most handguns are made to fire « 
ai people. not at ‘targets or game. Such guns should be banned . 
‘The freedoms of an American individualism bristling with smal} 
arms must yield to the larger communa! claim to sanity and safe- ; 
ty—the “pursuit of happiness.” i 

That would, of course, still leave millions of handguns il- : 
Jegally in circulation: the penalties for possessing such weapons. : 
and especially for using them in crime, would have to be se- | 
vere, Even ai that, it would take years to start cleansing the na- | 
tion of handguns, Whatever its content. no substantive program | 
for controlling guns probably stands any chance of getting 
through Congress unless Ronald Reagan supports it. He ought | 
to do $0, not because he has been shot in the chest but because 
it should be done. 

The indiscriminate mass consumption of guns has finally 
come to disgrace Americans abroad and depress them at home 


It bas been almost 90 years since the historian Frederick Jack- | 
son Turner propounded his famous thesis about the end of the ¢ 
American frontier. But the worst part of the frontier never did | 
vanish. Its violence. once tolerable in the vast spaces, has sim. | 
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dnd yet it goes on, ond on, and on... Why? 
Robert F. Kennedy on the murder of 
Martin Luther King, 1968 


Suddenly, fike a mightmare ip instant replay, i was going on 
agnin: the faceless, rootless loner with a pistol and 2 Iunatic mission 
washed vp within shooting distance of the American Presidency 
and the American dream. Yet agzin, television screens burned 
with the sickening imagery of assassination—Ronald Reagan walk- 
ing and waving through a misty Washington rain, a Seturday- 
night special pop-popping bulicts out of a crowd, the bodies of 
‘White House press secretary James Brady and two lawmen blown 
burt and bleeding to the sidewalk, the Secret Service slamming 
a stunned and wounded President into his limousine and racing 
against death to  hospitel. The mews this time was good for 
Reagan and the others, and the omens for their recovery were 
favorable. The most grievous wound of all was struck to the 
sou! of a nation—the discovery that its public Efe is not yet 
safe from the fantasies of madmen or the shadow of the gun. 

| Forgot to Duck’: Whatever saving grace could be found 
go the carnage on T Street owed mainly to Reagan himself, grinning 
Eke the Sundance Kid into the face of death, and to the ex- 
traordinary resilience of the government he bad inherited only 
20 days before. The President walked into 
George Washington University Hospital on 
his own with his blood oozing away, an 
mndetonated explosive bullet in his chest 
and his fighting spirit very much intact. 
“I forgot to duck,” be kidded going into 
two hours of surgery. “Al in ali, I'd rath- 
ex be in Philadelphia,” he kidded again 
coming out. His sang-froid spread to his 
colleagues, gatbered in the White House 
Situation Room to install Vice President 
George Bush as acting President had the : 
peed arisen. It did not. Reagan resumed some semblance of com- 
mand within eighteen bours—and the government, in the insistent 
word of the White House, “did not skip a beat.” ¢ 

Yet the mere fact of the artentat by an overprivileged under- 
achiever named John W. Hinckley Jr. was evidence ‘enough that 
the cighteen-year death trip begun with the assassination of John 
F. Kennedy cannot yet be counted over. Hinckley, like most 
of bis forebearsin the American past, was the agent ofno discernible 
eause larger than his own dementia—e Valium-dulled stew of 
fock songs, Nazi scriptures and an unrequited passion for the 
teen-age movie star Jodie Foster. But he is as well the child 
‘of the bloodiest generation in the history of America’s public 
life and popular culture. JFK fell into the bull’s-eye when Hinckley 
was 8, Malcolm X when he was 9, King when he was 12, Bobby 
when he was 13, George Wallace when he was 16, Gerald Ford 
when be was 20, Vernon Jordan and Jobn Lennon when he was 
25S. He saved cuttings on some of them, and on their assailants, 
and read them to mean that murdering Reagan would be re- 
gwded—even bonored—es a “historical deed.” 

He was wrong, of course; the disturbing Jesson of the'attempt 
on Reagan was not that Americans condone’ or encourage public 
violence but that they have grown numb to it. Hinckley did bave 
his admirers in isolated pockets—the seventh-graders in Tulsa 
Who cheered this TV shooting as they had J. R.'s on “Dallas” 
& year ago and the occasional callers to radio phone-in shows 
asserting that Reagad got what he deserved. What was more 
disquieting was the widespread that’s-life acquiescence with which 


Easton! replay: A pisto! spat bullets, @ stunned ond wounded Presi- 
dent wos slammed into his car—and, beyond a line of fallen 
bodies, lawmen pinned Hinckley to the wall 
 Secmct Saigo & tage 


Once again, a loner with 
a pistol fires on a 
Président—and once 
again a nation stands 
in the shadow of thegun. 


American Nightmare 


Many more Americans received the pews and switched channels 
to something else, once the initia! vertigo wore off and the medical 
Bulletins turned favorable. “Nobody was shocked,” said Frank 
Mankiewicz, the old Kennedy hand who now beads Nations! 
Public Radio. “Suddenly, it goes with the tetritory. Everybody 
ikoows what presidents do: they run for office, they push bills 
through Congress, they make speeches—end they get shot at.” 

The swift return to what Reagan might call normalcy was 
ue at feast as much to his own iron-borse exemple, shaking 
of his wounds and his post-op pain as if be were $0 instead 
of 70 and chafing for his return to the White House as earl) 
as this week. “We could all say, Boy, that was 2 close onc’,” 
said Sack Casey, a Detroit political consultant. “The President 
signaled to us that life goes on.” For a day likely to Hve as 
fong as his Presidency, he was the Duke defending the Alamo, 
Teddy Roosevelt taking 2 slug in the chest ep route to a speech 
and waving away help until he had finished. His approval rating 
ip an ABC News/Washington Post poll bounced 11 points, over- 
aight, to 73 per cent. “General Patton or George Gipp couldn't 
have done it better," a Pirtsburgh political scientist said. “He'll 
Ihave an image of an almost mythic hero about him now.” 

He will need those resources and more in the weeks ahead. 
Fooning the government from a‘sickbed through a particu- 
Jarly diffcull passage. An Administration 
accustomed to moning on delegated av- 
thority seemed to tick on nicely enough 
without him. Bot the crisis in Poland was 
Beating dangerously mear to what Rea- 
gan’s men considered the flash point (pag? 
62), with the President still in the hospi- 
tal and his Secretary of State, Alexander 
Haig, freshly bruised by his rattled be- 
havior in the first hours afier the shooting. 
‘The Reagan economic package, moreove!, 
was at a delicate moment of gestation. The 
Senate voted during the week to cut the budget deeper, by $2.8 
billion, than Reagan bad asked, and the Urban League's Jordan 
—himself scarred by sniper fire-—pronounced it “no time to 
argue with a President.” “Maybe the congressmen will fee! sor- 
ty for me and pass my tax bill,” Reagan told a visitor; still, 
he was champing to get back to work lest his program falter 
without him. : 

The Wrong Track: The Jess tangible danger was that John 
Hinckley bad shot up more than a President and his retinue— 
that his 22-caliber Kohm RG-14 had wounded the American 
spirit as well at a moment when it had seemed so promising] 
on the mend. In surveys by Reagan’s poltaker Richard Wirthiin, 
public support for the view that the nation has somehow “gotten 
of on the wrong track” had dwindled sharply, from 77 per cent 
Jest June to 47 per cent only a fortnight ago. But the attempt 
on Reagan's life brought home how fragile that spirit is and 
how resigned Americans have become to periodic armed assaults 
on it. It has become a given that the open society cannot surely 
identify the dangerous men and women in its midst, or keep 
them from moving about at will, or even prevent them from 
buying weapons meant only for murder. With Reagan's wounding. 
Congress rang with impassioned cries for tightened gun contro!— 
and defeated whispers that, however popular, it will not pass. 

To do nothing at all is to surrender to the possibility that 
the attempt on Reagan was not the last--that the shadow of 
the gun has become a deadly fact of American life. “Does anybody 
know what the guy’s beef was?” Reagan mused, puzzling with 
the rest of the nation over the scrambled shards of John Hinckley"s 
Sife. The real nightmare for America was that it didn’t matter— 
that any crowd anywhere may conceal a tuned-out loser witb 
‘pistol in his pocket and # grievance to avenge in blood. 

: 4 Z PETER GOLDMAN 


Newsweek 
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The cylinder spun, the 

haramer clicked and the 
dittle, snub-nosed revolver sprayed its chaos. 
Michael Deaver, deputy White House chief 
of staff. cringed like @ man who had just 
felt death whistle post his neck Press sec- 
retary James Brady pitched face down on 
the sidewalk, blood trickling through a 
grating, Policeman Thomas Delahanty 
apun around and then collapsed, a bullet 
in his neck, his hat flying through the air. 
Onc slug caught Secret Service agent Timo- 
thy McCarthy in the chest, lifting and drop- 
ping him in a limp bundle on the pavement. 
‘Another punched a tiny hole in the left 
sidc of the President of the United States, 
who was pushed into his car by agent 
Jerry Parr and sped away so fast that 
@1 first even Ronald Reagan didn’t know 
he had been shot. 


The day before the shooting. 25-year- 
old John Warnock Hinckley Jr., a child 
of the right gone wrong, arrived at the 
Greyhound Bus Terminal in ‘Washing- 
ton—iust five long blocks from the 
White House. For a few moments 
Hinckley feaned on 8 pole in the ter- 
minal: then he sat down in 2 blue plastic 
chair. At about 12:15 p.m. he got into 
Hine at the terminal's Burger King. “A. 
‘Whopper, cheese, no onions, and an or- 
er of onion rings,” he snapped at wait- 
ress Linds Ross, slamming a $5 bill 
down on the counter. When the waitress 
asked if the order was to go, he snarled, 
“f said it was for here.” He grabbed 
bis change and tray, retreated to a far 
corner and wolfed down the food. At 
1 pm. he made his way to the Park 
Centra} Hotel on Eighteenth Street, two 
Blocks from the White House and less 
than one block from Secret Service head- 
quarters. He paid $42 for one night's” 
fenl on room 312, which bad twin beds, 
ivory wallpaper, a brown carpet and 3 color 
TV. He went out again, then bunkered 
down fos the night—and his grim appoint- 
ment the next day with Ronald Reagan. 

While Hinckley cruised the porn district 
four blocks from the White House, the 
President was spending s quiet evening in 
the family quarters at the White House. 
Next morning he got up, showered, put 
oo a blue suit and tucked a white hand- 
kerchief neatly in bis pocket. At 8:45 be 
entered the Oval Office for the day’s first 
briefing with his top aides-~White House 
chief of staff James Baker, deputy chief 
fstal Michael Deaver and White House 


Noncy onda convalescing President: ‘Hon- 
I forgot to duck* 


counselor Edwin Meese. Richard Alica, the 
mational-security adviser, went over the 
mmorning cables. Then his top Congressional 
fobdyist, Max Friedersdorf, gave him the 
morning line on Congress. The rest of the 
xy looked to contain nothing more ex- 
citing than # meeting with David Rocke- 
felics of Chase Manhattan Bank and dinner 
with 2 few Cabinet officers. 

Two blocks away, Hinckicy got up, 
dressed and left the hotel. Outside, it was 
faining. Hinckley went to Kay's Sandwich 
Shoppe down the street from the Old Ex- 
ecntive Office Building, sat on 2 stool and 
began to eat his breakfast. Back at room 
312, the maid came in. She found Hinck- 


fey’s clothes packed neatly in a suitcase, 
a Bittle travel alarm clock and 8 TY guide— 
Httle more. Not long afierward, Hinckley 
returned. He sat down to compose a love 
letter to someone be had never met: Jodie 
Foster, an 18-year-old movie starlet who 
played a teen-age prostitute in the 1976 
film “Taxi Driver” (box, page 35). “There 
is a definite possibility thet 3 wil) be killed 
im my attempt to get Reagan,” he wrote. 
“Jodie, I'm asking you to please look into 
your beart and at least give me the chance 
with this historical deed to gain your re- 
spect and love.” The signature was equal- 
ty inflamed: “I love you forever—John 
Hinckley.” 
‘The letter was dated 12:45 p.m. At 1:30, 
of Labor Raymond Donovan ar- 
Fived at the White House to escort Reagan 


“deere care aticwrnte 


Hinckley under arrest: A ‘historical deed’ for love 


Reagan’s Close Call 


tothe Washington Hilton Hotel for aspeech 
to 3,500 AFL-C1O union delegates. The 
two politicians, eelf-made men of Irish roots 
and humor, spent the five-minute drive 
reminiscing about the 1980 New Jerscy pri- 
mary, in which Donovan bad played a cru- 
gia! role for Reagan. Donovan told the 
President an old New Jersey joke about 
a kocal po! demoted to superintendent of 
Municipal Weights and Measures. After 
his first day, reporters asked him, “Sir, how 
moany ounces in a pound?" “Hey,” be pro- 
tested. “Give 2 guy a chance to Jearn his 
duties.” The President's limousine parked 
outside the hotel's VIP entrance and Rea- 
gpn strode in. He worked « reception line, 
huddled with Donovan, Deaver_and 
Brady in 2 VIP “holding room." Then 
he walked into the ballroom and gave 
s conventional Little speech that ranged 
from his budget cuts to the work ethic 
to violent crime. 

Fidgets: Hinckley got ready to make 
his move. Sometime after 1:15, when 
a room maid knocked and found him 
still in his room, he set off for the Wash- 
ington Hilton. When he arrived, he 
took up a position in front of the cur- 
ing stone wall that runs from the VIP 
entrance. “He was very Bdgety, agitat- 
ed,” recalled Mike Dodson, a Pinkerton 
gman working in the Agency for Inter- 
nations! Development across the street 
who noticed Hinckley as he waited for 
the President to emerge from the bote! 
Reporters and cameramen, also waiting 
for Reagan, took up stations behind 2 
red-velvet rope. The Secret Service did 
not screen the press crowd despite the 
fact that bystanders had made their way 
into it. A police Heutenant reported!) 
studied Hinckley for a while—but then 
booked away. 

‘The keaky security upset Reagan's 
White House advance men. Rocky Kuonen 
pulled out a piece of paper and scribbled 
a diagram, reminding bimself to sanitize 
the press cordon of bystanders before Rea- 
gan’s next public stop. The precaution came 
too late. At 2:25 the President emerged 
from the VIP entrance into a misty rain. 
For convenience, his limousine was not 
parked directly in front of the entrance but 
25 feet away so the motorcade could avoid 
the hotel’s curving driveway and a circu- 
itous exit as it pulled away. 

‘As the Presidential party came out, 
Brady and Deaver swung lefi, headed for 
the staff car. Then Reagan stepped forward. 
Hoping to get in one quick question, Mi- 
chael Putzel, an AP reporter, shouted, “Mr. 
President, Mr. President.” The President 
smiled and raised his left arm in a cheery 
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‘Moments before the shooting: The gunman is bloc 


ed from view by Officer Delahanty 


ousine. “‘Rawhide’ return- 
"," be added, signaling that 
his way back to the White 
House. “Rawhide not burt, repeat, not 
hurt,” Parr ssid a few seconds later. In 
the President’s car, Reagan felt his side 
fe was baving trouble breathing. 
Like a bammer hit me,” Reagan 
later described the sensation. He began 
blood and agent Parr 
enated blood from 
the lungs. He directed the driver to change 
course. Grabbing the car radio, Parr said 
r.. Parr. Going to George 
University Hospital. Notify 
hospital Rawhide en ro 

From 2 window in & 
street from the Washington Hilton, Wilma 
Criviski watched as the President's motor- 
cade screeched away, keaving the bodies 
of three men on the ground. Rushing to 
# front office, she grabbed 2 phone, dialed 
911 and cried to the emergency dispatcher: 
“We need an ambulance at the Washington 
Hilton Hotel; people have been shot in the 
street.” Brady was face down, bleeding into 
8 stee! grating and tended to by & Secret 
Service agent who laid his gun to rest next 
to Brady’s wounded head. Delabanty, a 
policeman who normally works a different 
eat but was assigned to Reagan because 
dog Kirk was sick that day, also 
Iay on the ground groaning in agony. Agent 
McCarthy lay silent. 

‘The smell of bumt powd: 
Alfred Antonucci, 68, 
fach union representative 
tackled Hinckley. Police, 
guards and Secret Service men 
their weapons also piled on. “There were 


moment, Hinckley whipped 
to # crouch, took 
, double-hand grip 
froze and went 


ght or nine people feaping on this one 
Dap Coffey, » merigage agent 
Tike forever before they got him 
under control.” After several minutes of 
the officers clapped handcufls 
on Hinckley, pulled his coat up over his 
bead as a makeshift strait) 
him off to metropolitan polic 
ters. Three ambulan: 


Mickey Crowe, 
tor who had come 
nuclear-energy stance. 
is his expression. 
‘Fm in s momen! 


to covgh up red 
paired it as oxyg' 


anty and McCarthy. 
we bloody bandages left on 
the sidewalk, Garnet 
advance man durin; 
who was in town to app 

at 1, said with w grozn, 
ible to completely pro- 
h bim from Philly 
in Washington and f 


t of belplessness”.” 
a; Within two seconds, 
firing six shots in all. The 
leceptively innocent 
rackers,” thought 
ad seen heavier fire in Viet- 
nam. At the first pop, Parr, 


the White House Secret Service detail, 


t Chapin, 32,0 Reazee 
gz the 1980 campaip 


emptied his gun, 
ly for a job al the 


little revolver made a 6 


“] know it’s impossi 
building across the 


d and grabbed the startled 
uubling Reagan over to reduce 
Sle, Parr then hunched over 
jeld and slammed him 
of the limousine. Even s0, one 
caroming off the car’s 
gan’s suit, pierced 


President’s motorcade 
emergency entrance 
University Hospital, 
Washington Hilton 
Service agents hover: 
got out, walked about 


im as a buman shi 


of Hinckley’s sbots, 
armor, tore a bole in Rea} 
traveled several inch 
a rib, punctured his left 
just 3 inches from 


side, bounced off 
lung and came to rest 
his heart. He felt nothing 
yalled out with the Presi 
said William Middleton, 
tect who was stant 
it was just the peopl 
‘him that saved him. 

As the President 
down Connecticut 


ard and his knees start 
Roberto Hernandez, 26, 
be was baving # 
Tthought we were losin, 
took the President by 
ents hoisted him gently under the arms 
Jed him—faint but still conscious-— 
‘to the “code room,” a 10- by 20-foot spact 
where the worst emergency cases aft 
ed. “Let's get some oxygen Of ‘him, 
2g doctor as the hospital's trauma team 


p him.” Hernande 
‘the feet, and the 
"4s" motorcade roared 
Avenue, the radio 
"yin room W-16, 
at the White House, 
“Shots fired,” reported 
the President's 


a burly, $-foot 2- 
from Cleveland, 
Service command 
crackled to life. 
an agent in “Hilfback,” 
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no 


cal-care tower™ of the Washington Hospital 

Center.) McCarthy was lying on his side, 

swung into action (page 45). Hernandez clutching his abdomen. “Are you still with 
keaned over Reagan and whispered “They'li us?” asked a-coleague. “Ob yeah, I’m still 
take care of you. Mr. President.” ‘with you,” McCarthy said with a grimace. 
Another ambulance wailed up to the In Chicago, McCarthy's mother and sister 
emergency room and Brady was wheeled fticked’on their TV, saw the first tapes of 
into the room next to Reagan. A curtain the shooting, and wept. When Hinckley 
was drawn beiween them. A few seconds began shooting. McCarthy had stepped into 
iater a third ambulance pulled up with Mc- the Hine of fire, perhaps ssving Reagan's 
Carthy (Delahanty was taken tothe “criti- life. “He knew the job had risks,” said his 


Six shots: Parr shoves Reagan into limo, McCarthy is hit and Deaver (below) ducks 
eter 


father, Norman, 3 Chicago cop. “He knew 
the dangers.” 

Meanwhile, from the Washington Hilton 
Jobby, David Prosperi, 27, 2 White House 
press aide left behind by the retreating 
Presidential motorcade, fashed the word 
of the shooting to the White House. Mis- 
takenly, he told deputy press secretary 
Larry Speakes that Reagan hed not been 
bit. Speakes bolted into the hallway outside 
the press office, collared Presidential as- 
sistant David Gergen and delivered the 
news of the shooting. “Ob my God,” Ger- 
gen thought. “Not again.” The two men 
raced along the cofonnade by the Rose Gar- 
Gen to the South Lawn. Seeing that Rea- 
gan’s motorcade had failed to return, they 
fan into Baker's West Wing office. “Do 
you know what's happened?” Gergen blurt- 
ed out. “Somebody's tried to shoot the 
President—and Brady’s been bit.” 

‘Ob, Gosh": Baker made a dash for the 
Secret Service coinmand post. When Meese 
was alerted, be “went totally white,” said 
an aide. A few minutes later Deaver called 
from the hospital with a garbled report: 
Brady and a Secret Service agent had been 
shot, but the President had only a bruised 
rib. Scribbling 2 “Do not hang up” sign 
on a sheet of paper, White House aides 
attached it to the phone and kept the Hine 
open to the hospital. (11 took 40 minutes 
to install secure White House communi- 
cations to the hospital.) Five mioutes later 
Deaver was back with a grimmer report: 
Mie lnnte Kte the Brecident ac beer 


Afier the President's escape: Usi-toting ogent guards Hinckley as others attend Brady 


gonned down; Brady's wound was to the 
Drain. Suddenly, Deaver gasped. “Ob, gosh, 
here they come,” he said, as Brady was 
wheeled by on a stretcher. “It doesn't look 
good for Jim,” Desver said quietly. 

Baker’s immediate problem was to de- 
termine whether Reagan had been inca- 
pecitated—and whetber to transfer Presi- 
ential power to Vice President George 
Bush under the terms of the 25th Amend- 
mocnt. Baker asked Deaver to put Dr. Daniel 
Ruge, Reagan’s personal physician, on the 
phone. Ruge reported that the President 
bad a small bullet puncture in his chest 
and bad Jost 3 or 4 pints of blood; he called 
his condition ble.” Just then, one of 
Baker's other phones rang. Secretary of 
State Alexander Haig wason the line. Baker 
told him Reagan had been hit. “You know 
it’s important bow we handle this as far 
as the world is concerned,” Haig said. “I 
quite agree with you,” Baker replied. Before 
taking any action, however, Baker and 
Meese wanted to go to the hospital. At 
Deaver’s suggestion, the two worried aides 
went first to the White House family quar- 
fers to persuade Nancy Reagan not to go 
to the hospital. “A Jot of people had been 
sbot: there was « lot of blood,” said an 
aide. “It was his view that it wasn't the 
fest place for her tobe.” - 

‘They were too iste Returning from & 
Junch in Georgetown, the First Lady had 
earned of the shooting from ber chief of 
staff and 2 Secret Service agent. _ = 

ie 


scone seq Fone, 
Evidence: An agent holds the attacker's gun 


“He's all right, he’s all right,” she cried 
as she jumped from her car and sprinted 
to the emergency room. A Secret Service 
agent told her otherwise. “He's taken 3 
bullet—but be’s all right,” the agent said. 
“Honey, I forgot to duck,” Reagan told 
ber. She feaned over and kissed him. As 
the President’s bed was wheeled into the 

ting room, the doctors gently 
stopped the First Lady from entering 
Looking up, Reagan caughi » glimpse of 
Meese, Deaver and Baker. “Who's mind- 
ing the store?" he said with a wink as 
the orderlies wheeled him inte surgery. 
Looking up at the surgeons, Reagan 
quipped, “I hope you're all Republicans.” 
“Today, everyone's a Republican,” one 
doctor rejoined. 

Rumors: Reassured by the preliminary 
geess of the doctors that Reagan's prog- 
nosis was good, Baker, Deaver and Mees: 
Saw no immediate need to invoke the 25th 
Amendment. But for # time it looked like 
‘DO one was minding the store very cober- 
ently. Back at the White Honse, the 
stripped-down staff wallowed in rumors. 
It took nearly an hour before White House 
communications director Frank Ursomar 
go announced that Reagan had been shot. 
‘There was weeping when all three networks 
Broadcast a false report that Brady had 
died. Speakes finally emerged and crushed 
the rumor. “There was a lack of precise 
information to say the least,” says Treasury 


Donald Regan, the first Cabinet 
officer to arrive on scene. 


2 


together. Haig, Defense Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger, Attomey Genera] William 
French Smith and CIA chief William Casey 
ail rushed to the White House. The Presi- 
dent's men gathered in the besement Sit- 
pation Room (code name: Cement Mixer). 
Meese and Baker lefi word before they weat 
to the hospital that Haig. xs the senior Cabi- 
net officer, should run the Situation Room, 
overseeing such duties #5 assembling the 
entire Cabinet should it be necessary to 
invoke the 25th Amendment later. Says 
Baker, “We did everything we had to do 
to take action ifaction was required.” 

Alert: Even so, Haig managed to stum- 
ble into one stinging set of nettles. As be 
was sitting in the Sitvation Room, be 
glanced up at the television and beard a 
reporter ask deputy press secretary 
Speakes whether U.S. military forces had 
been pot on alert. “Not that I'm aware,” 
Speakes replied. Haig feared that the 
press might misinterpret the vague report. 
“Come on, come with me,” he told na- 
tional-security adviser Allen. Without 
telling anyone where he was going, Haig 
took Allen in tow, raced up a fight of 
stairs and stalked into the White House 
press room. y 

For a take-charge leader, Haig made a 
rather clumsy entrance. Unannounced, 
sweating heavily from the run upstairs, his 
voice quavering. he announced that the ap- 
propriate Cabinet officials were in the Sit- 
ation Room, that Vice President Bush was 
aware of the crisis, that U.S. allies had been 
notified 2s well and that no military alert 
wason. Downin the Situation Room, Wein- 


‘Derce rad ad 


‘An ambulance for Brady: Miraculous progress gfter the networks pronounced him dead 


berger looked up absently at the television 
set and asked, “What's that old tape of 
A! running for?” He had no idea that Haig 
‘was upstairs on live TY. 

But Haig got his facts wrong—and over- 
stepped his authority. When ® reporter 
asked who was making the decisions for 
the White House he replied: “Constitution- 
ally, gentlemen, you bave the President, 
the Vice President and the Secretary of 


State in that order, and should the President 
Gecide be wants to transfer the helm to 
the Vice President, be will do s0. 1 am 
incontrol here in the White House pending 
the return of the Vice President. If some- 
thing came up, I would check with him, 
of course.” 

In fact, the Speaker of the House and 
the President Pro Tempore of the Senate 
follow the President and Vice President 


i 


Dear Jodie: 
i There is a definite possibility that I 
will be killed in my attempt to get Reagan. 
tis for this very reason that ] am writing 
you this letter now. 

As you well know by now, J love you 
very much. The past seven months I bave 
lef you dozens of poems, letters and mes- 
sages in the faint hope you would develop 
an interest in me. " 

Although we talked on the phone a 
couple of times, I never had the nerve 
to simply approach you and introduce 
myself. Besides my shyness, I honestly 
did not wish to bother you ... I know 
the many messages left at your door and 
in your mailbox were 2 nuisance, but I 
felt it was the most painless way for me 
to express my love to you. 

T feel very good about the fact you 
at least know my name and how J feel 
about you. And by hanging around your 
dormitory I've come to realize that Tm 
¢ topic of more than 2 little conver- 


| 
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Hinckley’s Last Love Letter 


gation, however full of ridicule it may 
be. At least you know thar I'll always 
Jove you. 

Jodie, } would abandon this ides of 
getting Reagan in # second if I could 
only win your heart and live out the rest 
of my fife with you, whether it be in 
total obscurity or whatever. I will admit 
to you that the reason I'm going ahead 
with this attempt now is because I just 
cannot wait any longer to impress you. 
T’ve got to do something now to make 
you understand in no uncertain terms 
that I am doing al of this for your sake. 
By sacrificing my freedom and possihty 
toy life T hope to change your mind about 
me. This letter is being written an hour 
before I leave for the Hilton Hotel. 


Jodie, I'm asking you to please took " § 


isto your heart and at least give me the 
chance with this historical deed to gain 
your respect and love. 

J fhove you forever. 
: (Signed) John Hinckley 


ean 


Foster as # prostitute in Taxi Driver’ 


Baker, Meese and Deaver watch Bush on the air: ‘The President has emerged with flying colors’ 


in the legal order of succession. And it 
is Weinberger, not Haig, who is in charge 
of the emergency military commands in 
the absence of Reagan and Bush. To make 
Matters worse, Weinberger bad just called 
Gen. David Jones, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, to order a low-level increase 
in military readiness on the ground that 
to one knew whether the attack on the 
President had been an isolated incident or 
g conspiracy. When Haig returned and 
asked everyone to make sure that their ac- 
tions squared with his statement, Wein- 
berger refused to rescind his order, making 
it clear that he thought Haig was over- 
Stepping his authority. “You better read 
your Constitution,” Haig snapped. There 
was a sharp exchange—W einberger's office 
later denied leaked details—and finally the 
fiap blew over. A few hours later the readi- 
ness order was lifted. 

Reassurance: During that time the 
White House press corps grumbled angri- 
ly over the chaos around them. Final- 
ly, a senior Administration band took 
aside 2 reporter friend and asked wan- 
jy, “What should we be doing that 
wwe aren't doing?" “Continuity of gov- 
ernment,” the reporter snapped. “Get 
someone out here to reassure every- 
one.” That role fell first to Dr. Dennis _ 
S. O'Leary, the articulate and unfiap- 
pable dean of Clinical Affairs and pub- 
ic spokesman for the hospital, who 
Teported that Reagan had “sailed 
through” surgery. ; 

Bush also emerged as » calming 
force. At the time of the shooting, be 
‘was in Ft. Worth, Texas, where be 
had spoken to a convention of cattle- 
men. He was bound for Austin to ad- 
dress 2 joint session of the state leg- 


islature. As Bush's pinne took off, special 
agent Ed Pollard told » Bush aide, “There 
has been an attempt on the President and 
two agents are down.” At that moment, 
the plateStarted to climb, and Bush didn’: 
get the word until the pilot leveled of. “Two. 
Secret Service men are down,” Bush said. 
“Don't you know how awful he [Pollard] 
must fee)?" . 

A few minutes later Haig phoned, telling 
Bush to return to Washington and that 
& coded teletype message was on its way 
to Bush's plane. The television in the plane 
was tuned to ABC, and at 3:11 p.m. the 
Vice President of the United States, like 
millions of other shocked Americans, first 
Fearned that Reagan, too, had been shot. 
At 3:19, the coded message arrived con- 
firming the news. 

The Vice President's plane (code name: 
Treasureship) landed in Austin at 3:25 to 
refuel for the flight to Washington. House 
Majority Leader James Wright flew back 
with the Vice President. Bush invited 


SHiaig briefing the press: ‘Read your Constitution’ 
; Courtesy NBC TV Nees, 


‘Wright to the forward compartment to talk. 
“He conducted himself in an atmosphere 
of total calm,” Wright said later. He told 
Bush 2 story about Vice President Harry 
Troman on the day that Franklin D. Roo 
sevelt died. Triman was with House Speai- 
er Sam Rayburn when be was summoned 
to the White House. “Harry, you must be 
President now,” Rayburn said. “Sam, I 
can't do it,” Truman replied. “Mr. Presi- 
dent,” Rayburn said evenly, “You've gor 
to do it.” The plane landed and taxied into 
a hangar for security. Before Bush boarded 
the chopper, a Secret Service agent handed 
him a bullet-resistant raincoat. 

Alties: Landing on the grounds of the 
Naval Observatory, the Vice President's of- 
ficial quarters, Bush found Meese waiting 
to escort him to the White House. Busb 
went directly to the Situation Room. Ev- 
eryone there stood up as he walked in, and 
be sat down at the head of the conference 
table. “All right, bring me up to date,” 
he said. “How is the President?” He was 
briefed on Reagan's condition and the 
messages Haig had sent to U.S. allies. 
Weinberger reviewed the military sit- 
uation, reporting that there had been 
no unusual military movements war- 
ranting # U.S. response. 

The meeting was low key, calm. 
+ Once or twice Bush propped his feet 
on the table as he talked. The briefing 
over, be left to address the networks. 
‘The President “has emerged from this 
experience with flying colors and with 
most optimistic prospects for a com- 
plete recovery,” he said. “I can re- 
insure this nation and the watching 
world that the American Government 
i functioning fully and effectively.” 
The Vice President then lefi to pay 
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3 call on Nancy Reagan. She bad spent 
‘ehe hours during Reagan’s operation with 
Sarah, and Timothy 
McCarthy's wife, Carolyn, in an office on 


‘University 
the chapel. 1 
ing. Reagan was wheeled into the Frecov- 
ery room, draped in a bright orange blan- 
kel. He stayed there until 6:15 the next 
morning. 

‘Progress Notes": Reagan's performance 
4m the recovery room may bave been bis 
finest starring role. He had a tube in his 
throat and couldn’! talk easily. He called 
fora clipboard, and on a pad of pink paper 
he began to dash off “progress notes.” “I'd 
like to do this scene again—starting at 
the hotel,” he wrote, convulsing the nurses 
and stafl. For a time, be fell into a fitful 
steer. Waking. be grabbed the pad and 
wrote. “E'm still alive aren't 1?" Around 
midnight he once again reached for his 
writing gear and scribbled, “Winston 
Churchill said there is no more exhilarating 
feeling than being shot without result.” 
At 1:30. in 2 sardonic reference to his res- 
pirator, he wrote, “Send me to L.A. where 
Tesn see the air I'm breathing.” At 2:20, 
he passed a note to his round-the-clock 
nurses that said, “If 1 knew I bad such 
taiens for this, I'd have tried it sooner.” 

Ai 3 am., the doctors took the tude 
out of the President's throat, and he could 
finally tak. 

“Hou long will it take to heal?” he asked 
one of the nurses. 

“Ten days to two weeks,” she replied. 

“J aluays heal fast,” he said. 

“Keep up the good work,” she told him. 

“Yo. mean this may bappen several 
more times?” he asked in mock dismay. 

Ther. the President tamed serious. “I 
heard three or four rounds,” he said. “Did 
anybod: else get hit?” There was an awk- 
ward silence. David Fischer, the President's 
personat aide, had instructed them not to 
ket on; zhout the seriousness of Brady's 
wound he suffering of McCarthy and 
Delehanty. explaining that Reagan bad 
very intense feelings sbout the people 
Bround him and would be deeply upset— 
and perhaps set back in his recovery-- 
by the bad news. Through the 
he doctors respected the 
advico—and evaded the Presi- 
dent's questions. 

,_ Through the day of the shoot- 
ing and all through the night, 
the President's family and 
friends murmured prayers and 
tallied round him. “I was al- 
Bost sure thar somethidg like 
this would happen; it’s about 
time the courts decide the fun 
i over.” said the President's 
brother. Neil Reagan, 72. The 
President's son Ron, 22, Sew 
in from Lincoln, Neb., where 


McCarthy, Delahants: A bullet called the Devastator 
5 . ” 


She was dancing with the Joffrey 
Ballet. An Air Force jet brought 
Maureen, 39, Michael, 35, and Patti, 
28, in from California. Billy Grabam 
strived; 90 did Frank Sinatra, who 
paid a quiet call on the First Lady 
at the White House to avoid pob- 
Sicity. Queen Elizabeth and the Pope 
sent comforting words—es did Leo- 
anid Brezhnev and Fidel Castro. 

Early the next morning, Reagan 
redeemed the faith of his men, who 
Bad decided against imvoking the 
25th Amendment. Around 6:45 a.m., 
‘Meese, Deaver and Baker found the 
President propped up in bed, brush- 
ing bis teeth. “I should have known 
T wasn't going to avoid a staff meet- 
ing,” be said, adding to Deaver, the 

of his time, “I’ve really 
screwed up the schedule.” When the 
three counselors assured him soberly 
that the business of government was 
going on as usual, Reagan fixed them 
with a Western eye and said, “What 
makes you think I'd be happy about 
that?" 

Signature: The President stil! hed 
an intravenous needie in bis right 
arm and tubes in his nose; but be 
seemed eager to get back to work. 
The aides bad brought along s bill 
restricting Fetlera! price supports for 
airy. products. It represented Rea- 
gan’s first rea! legislative victory. 
When they asked gingerly if he want- 
ed tosipn it, he said, “Would I ever.” 
‘Using his breakfast tray for » table, he 
scrawled a wobbly signature and sent the 
bill on its way. Later that morning, when 
Maureei dropped by, Reagan promised 
her that he would fly to California in three 
weeks for ber wedding. then visit President 
José Lopez Portilio of Mexico. Maybe, said 
the doctor, adding that the President 
wouldn't be anywhere near a borse for 
two months. Vetoing thesawbones, Reagan 
grinned at his daughter and held ups finger 
for one month. 

The good vibrations were ‘broken shortly 
after noon when Dr. Ruge came in to the 
President's comfortable, $234-a-day room. 
‘The First Lady and aides had refused to 
give Reagan a newspaper because they 
didn’t want him to read sbout Brady's con- 


Dr. O'Leary: Reassuring an anxious nation 


dition. As gently as be could, Ruge finally 
filled him in. “Oh, damn. Ob, damn,” Kea- 
gan blurted, his eyes filling with tears. “Did 
it go into the brain?” Told that the bullet 
had indeed pierced Brady's brain, Reagan 
4214, “Ob, dear, what's the prognosis?” The 
@octor told bim that Brady might be par- 
tially paralyzed. “We've got to pray,” Rea- 
gan said. When told about McCarthy and 
Delahanty, he seid quietly, “That means 
four bullets hit. Good Lord.” 

Telegrams: As Reagan settled down to 
his convalescence, the First Lady bravely 
kept up ber outward composure, but she 
was suffering deeply. While she bad worried 
constantly about Reagan's safety when be 
‘was governor of California, she had boped 
that his massive electoral popularity last 


| Phoned, and winnowed through get-well 


gifts for items to cbeer the President. Per 
bzps the most successful was 2 giant borse 
head made of chrysanthemums—with a 
tmane of jelly beans. . . 
Reagan improved steadily: progressing 
from Jell-O to chicken soup, carrot sticks 
and homemade coconut ice cream, his fa- 
vorite. But even as the atmosphere started 
to brighten, the FBI placed an urgent call 
to the doctors treating Delehanty. The FBI 
Isb had determined that Hinckley had been 
firing particularly vicious exploding bullets 
ealled Devastators that fragmented on im- 
pact. FBI technicians warned that the slug 
dodged in Delahanty’s neck near his spinal 
cord might still contain a live charge and 
explode. Delahanty's physicians had in- 
tended to leave it in place, avoiding an op- 
eration that might injure his spina! nerves 
and paralyze him. They explained the new 
danger to Delahanty and he agreed to an 
operation. A volunteer team of neurosur- 
eons, avoiding the bot cauterizing instru. 
ments normally used—for fear of setting 
off the Devastator-—succeeded in extract- 
ing the slug, and the crisis passed. 

Letters: As the days wore on, the Presi- 
dent made a remarkably swift recovery, 
set back only by a temporary fever. The 
First Lady brought him his slippers and 
tobe and he did some walking: 50 yards 
or so at first. The last hospital tubes were 
removed, and the White House allowed 
@ first, postoperative photograph. After his 
first ful) eight hours of sleep, Reagan got 
back to matters of state. He received a Na- 
tional! Security Council briefing. Haig gave 
him a preflight rundown on his trip to the 
Middle East, and Reagan dictated letters 


for Haig to carry to Israel, Egypt, Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia. Weinberger briefed Rea- 
Ee on his trip this week toa NATO meet- 

ig in Europe on nuclear policy. It was 
business-almost-as-psual—under very try- 
ing circumstances (page 39). 

The suffering of Brady, Delahanty and 
McCarthy cast « pall over what might have 
been a happy ending to the crisis. But the 
others also began to improve. By the end 
of the week, when a doctor asked Brady 
what he did fora living, be said, “I answer 
questions.” And when the doctor asked for 
whom, the fallen press secretary replied 

wickly, “For anyone who asks them.” In- 
formed ofthe progress of the others, Reagan 
said, “Ob that’s great news, just great news, 
especially about Jim,” then broke up callers 
by quipping, “We'll have to get four bed- 
pans and bave a reunion.” Later be was 
visited by McCarthy. “When your children 
ome, tell them that their father put himself 
‘between me and that guy,” Reagan told 
the wounded agent. “I’m proud that there 
are guys around here to take those kinds 
Of jobs." 

While the victims were mending. the FBI 
was attending to Hinckley. The day of the 
shooting, # tencar police motorcade hus- 
ued him from D.C. police headquarters 
to the FBI's Washington field office on 
the Anacostia River called Buzzards Point. 
While the G-men interrogated him, lawyers 
at the office of Charles F. C. Ruff, U.S. 
attorney for the District of Columbia, began 
to draw up the charges against him. The 
goal of the prosecutors was to present 
evidence showing that Hinckléy had at- 
tempted to kill Reagan, not just wound 
him. The distinction was important. The 
soaximum penalty for simply assaulting the 
President is $10,000 and ten years in jail; 


Tears and anger: The President's brother, Neil, daughter Maureen 
a 


the penalty for attempted murder & life 
imprisonment. Hinckley was also charged 
for shooting agent McCarthy, another Fed. 
eral ctime, and be could still be indicted 
for assaulting Brady and Delahanty. 

Asound 10:30 on the day of the shoot 
ing, the Feds brought Hinckley to a Fed. 
on cour for a bail bearing. Security was 
tight. Court stenographers, lawyers, ex. 
ployess and even the cleaning women all 

2d to pass through a metal detector. FBI 
director William Webster sat in the cour. 
Toom (“It was on my watch,” be said). 
Federal magistrate Arthur LE. Burnett e1- 
Plained Hinckiey’s rights to him and asked 
if be understood the charges sgainst him 
“Yes, sir,” Hinckley said sofily, showing 
‘Bo emotion. Did he have x job? “No, sir.” 
Any dependents? “No, sir.” Could he pay 
$1,000 as a down payment or retainer to 
a lawyer? “No, sir.” So the judge appoint- 
ed two court lawyers to represent him. 

Rocky's Pawn Shop: Ruff argued that 
Hinckley was a drifter who should be held 
Without bail. “This is not 2 man with a 
lean record,” he said. The previous Oc- 
tober, Ruffsaid, Hinckley had been arrested 
at the airport in Nashville, Tenn.. for pack- 
ing two .22-caliber handguns and 2.38 re- 
volver. Jimmy Carter was in town that day 
at Opryland, but no one had drawn any 
connections; he was fined $50 and his guns 
were confiscated. Just four days later in 
Dallas he had bought two more .22-calibe: 
Saturday-night specials at Rocky's Pawn 
Shop on East Elm Street—not far from 
where Jobn F. Kennedy was shot. Later 
in Denver, Hinckley had purchased a new 
-38. Not long afterward be had set off on 
a three-day cross-country bus trip that had 
brought him to Washington—and his dead- 
ly appointment with the President. 

The outline of Hinckley’s odyssey was 
enough for the judge. He agreed to hold 

im temporarily without bail (10 do so 
permanently might have violated the sus- 
pect's constitutional rights). Hinckley 
was ied away and taken to the brig at 
the U.S. Marine Corps base in Quantico, 
Va., where he was clapped into a 6 by 
10-foot cell under round-the-clock guard 
Later, his father hired the respected Wash- 
ington Isw firm of Williams & Connolly 
to represent him. 

The immediate question was whether 
Hinckley was mentally competent to stand 
trial. A psychiatrist from Washington's 
Department of Human Resources exam- 
ined him and tentatively found him fit to 
suind trial. A magistrate ordered 2 more 
thorough examination. Then Hinckley, 
wearing # bulletproof vest, was flown by 
Belicopter to the Federal Correctional In- 
Stitution near Durham, N.C., where he 
‘was put in isolation for his own protection 
while he undergoes psychiatric evaluation 
It was likely to be 2 Jong time before he 
Stands triel. But Hinckley, the glum wan- 
derer who had never amounted to much, 
had already found his niche. 
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Amid the gaiety of his 
0th birthday party at 
the White House in Feb- 
nals Reagan suddenty leaned over 
Bosh to ask “a very 
about the Vice President. “Is 
with his job?” Reagan asked. 
“} just want 1 be sure he's doing enough. 
Vf the awfvl-awful should happen, George 
should know everything.” Reagan's con- 
cem seemed particularly prophetic lest 
week as ce Bush moved confidently 
toasume m f the wounded President's 
offcial abhg. .—presiding over Cabinet 
Meetings, promoting the Reagan budget, 
fesing with foreign dignitaries. But ip a 
soncened catzrsign of gestures and inter- 
‘vem s, Bush att hite House aides insisted 

that Reagan hinzself remains in control and 
the Administration it is 


fan's three top aides—Wohite House coun- 
selor Eduin Meese TI, chief of staff James 
A Baker Hil and deputy chief of stat Mi- 
chic K Deaver. “All the critical aspects 
of government remain the same,” says OD¢ 
tenn staffer, Says another: “If we bave 


to have a decision. that’s when we go over 
Loser Reagan]. Buja President is not called 
on to make u decision every day."* 

Reagan is kept mformed on the most 
enous maticrs He received at beast one 


visit s day from Messe, Beker and Deaver 
(esnally togetber) last week and got a writ- 
ten briefing every moming as well from 
sational-sécurity adviser Richard V. AUcn. 
He also received a series of “summary de- 
eision memos"—short reports on policy 
meetings he was not able to attend—and 
a daily log of Congressional activities. At 


aie eaReaenae nn, 
Bush pinch-hits for 
the President, but 
Reagan’s three top 
aides remain firmly 
in control of things. 


—— 
the George Washington University Hos- 
pital, Reagan's suite became the heart of 
8 ten-room White House annex. Special 
eommunicstions gear was installed, and 
Reagan’s longtime personal secretary, He- 
Jene von Damm, set up a desk for the du- 
ration of his stay. Less than fourteen hours 
after bis surgery, Reagan signed in wobbly 
script & bill to block an increase in dairy- 


Convalescent bill-signing: No auto-pen ‘ 


oeglte 


Bush runsa Cobinet meeting from the Vice President's chair: A carefully concerted campaign to demonstrate 


Who’s Minding the Store 


Susiness as usual’ 


price supports. He also approved a number 
of Presidential appointments during the 
week and an Executive order slashing duty- 
free imports. “Anything of consequence is 
going to him,” says a senior staffer. 
Milkchake Crisis: Bush picked up the 
President's public duties tactfully and 
smoothly, combining much of Reagan's 
daily schedule with his own and canceling 
aif out-of-town trips (although be did plan 
to fill in for the President st Tuskegee 
Institute in Alabama this week). Bush re- 
ceived a daily national-security briefing at 
the White House from the NSC’s Alien, 
presided over Several Cabinet meetings 
and did not hesitate to order additional 
staf work. He met with Congressional 
Yeaders and tmade a personal trip to Capitol 
Hill to talk up the Reagan budget (page 
72)—a subject he pressed as well with 40 
visiting labor leaders. Bush also met with 
Polish Deputy Prime Minister Mieczysiex 
Jagielski and announced the Administra- 
tion’s decision to provide new aid to crisis: 
torn Poland (page 62). His new schedule 
caused only one miner problem—a diges- 
tive crise after Bush bolied down some 
pepperoni pizza and 2 milkshake for din- 
ner late one night. “I didn't sleep too well,” 
be lsughed the next day. 

‘Bush is careful to clear things with Meese 
and Baker. “I want to do what I can 2nd 
I want to do it through you,” the Vice 
President told Reagan's senior aides on the 
morning after the shooting. and he main- 
tained his deferential posture throughout 
the week. “On anything major,” reports 
one Reagan man, “the Vice President a 
ways says, “We'd better discuss that with 


dition did cause some delzys in the affairs 
ofstate. A number of military appointments 
‘were postponed, as Were several previously 
scheduled briefing sessions for Reagan. The 
President's men even suspended use of the 


the President’. Bush tried to avoid any 
inadvertent self- a b 
Cabinet meetings from the Vice President's 
seat, conducted business in the Vice Presi- 
dent's ofces and even posed with Poland's 
Jagielski so as to avoid baving the White 
House loom up symbolically behind bim. 


“puto-pen™ that automatically signs routine 
Setters, notes and photographs in Reagan's 
Band. The White House also delayed the 
echeduled announcement by Reagan of s 
regulatory relief package for the nation's 
ailing suto industry—and of a “briefing 
mission” to Tokyo, beaded by U.S. Trade 
Representative William E. Brock, aimed at 
cutting Japanese auto imports. 


dizement; he ran 


For all the deft coping, Reagan’s con- Friction? At the 


seport of “discord” between the two top 
White House staffers. At fint they 
Jaughed—“Yovu'll be surprised to learn we 
have friction,” Baker told Messe—but they 
were also disturbed by the report, particu- 


Jarly because of the trouble with Hai 
ite House sources insist there has besy 
wo friction among the Big ‘Three—~Meex, 
Baker and Deaver. “If any oue of ther 
Bas 5 strong view on anything, the abe 
two go along,” ssid one insider. “Their de 
Sire to cooperate i $0 extreme thar the 
only question they ever ask is, “What's ber 
for the President?’ ” During his convaia. 
ence, sore then ever, Ronald 
maust rely oo that kind of dedication wo 
Keep his Administration running smoothiy. 
DAVID M. ALPERN wit DFR 
ELEANOR CLINT oe anes BN 
fo Mashingin 


weekend there was a 


a 


‘J Am In Control! Here’ 


With the President undergoing surgery and the Vice Presi- 
dent rushing back from Texas, Ronald Reagan's Cabinet as- 
sembled in the situation room of the White House. Suddenly, 
Alexander Haig bolted from the room. “What's ke doing?” 
asked startled aides. “Where's be going?” A few minutes later 
Haig was on nationwide television, his voice quavering, his 
face ashen. “I am in contro! here ..." he proctaimed. But 
he clearly wasn't—and once again he had plunged himself 
into conflict with his own Administration colleagues. This 


, time Haig’s embarrassing performance threatened to undercut 


his authority abroad as he embarked on his first foreign mission 
to the Middle East. The gaffe also raised a new round of 
doubts about Haig's coolness under fire and heightened spec- 
ulstion that he could not long survive as Secretary of State. 
Even Haig's friends were taken aback by the televised dis- 
comfiture of the four-star general who had steered Richard 
Nixon through his last crisis. “I've never seen him like that 
before,” said 2 State Department colleague who has known 
Haig for years. “He was crack- 
ing emotionally.” In Congressional 
cloakrooms even his Republican al- 
Bes complained about Haig’s four- 
minute torrent of what one called 
“dingbat misstatements on the 
Presidential succession and the 
State of military readiness. “I can 
understand his perception of the 
need to reassure,” said Democratic 
Sen. Joseph Biden, a persistent Haig 
critic. “But the Secretary's action 
had an entirely opposite effect.” 
‘Contact Point’: As the devas- 
tating reviews poured in, the Ad- 
ministration moved to limit the 
damage to its senior Cabinet off- 
eer. Reports of White House dis- 
may over Haig’s performance were 
“honest-to-God baloney,” chief of 
staff James Baker told NEWSWEEK 
Gatly. Other White House aides 
who -catlier had sniped at Haig went 
out of their way to praise him as 
an effective “contact point” during 
the first hour of the crisis. As a 
Nixon White House veteran, Haig 
was the Cabinet officer most famil- 
iar with situation-room procedures. 
“He was the only guy who knew 
what to do, who knew where the 


Everything's fine, Chief—in fact, we've just been 
doing some papering in the Cabinet Room’ 


HF ee 


Phones were,” says % source who was present. “He was the 
only guy who knew how to talk to the Vice President's plane.” 

Another top aide speculated that Haig bad rushed on camen 
before pausing to collect himself. “The unsteadiness of his 
television performance didn’t match the steadiness of his per- 
formance downstairs,” he insisted. One reason for Haig's I'm- 
in-charge bluster, according to partisans, was to senda pointed 
message to the Soviet Union, which was massing troops on 
the Polish border. “He wanted it known our guard was stil! 
Bp,” says a sympathetic official. 

Gredibility: Still, the we-love-Al chorus seemed rather 
strained. Some officials conceded that the campaign was not 
somuch an endorsement of Haig’s behavior as an urgent attempt 
to boost his credibility. “It was important to send a message 
to the Hill,” says a White House topsider. “There's been 2 
certain amount of chstter up there. This man has been gouged 
in public.” As Haig departed for the Middle East, the White 
House feit it necessary to take the extraordinary step of publicly 
endorsing its chief architect of foreign policy. “The Secretary 
of State Jeaves today in the full colors as Secretary of State.” 
emphasized a spokesman—“and with the full confidence of 
the President.” 

But this may not be enough to 
assuage the doubts of Haig’s foreign 
hosts. An official of thé United 
Arad Emirates told the Associated 
Press that Haig “should not expect 
mouck from us until we are sure the 
‘Washington leadership is no longer 
disunited.” In Washington, Haig’s 
future in the Reagan Administra- 
tion seems uncertain. “I just hope 
he now understands how we work,” 
sighs one senior official. “It's a gen- 
temanly give-and-take, not con- 
frontational.”’ State Department of- 
Scials worry that, if the pragmatic 
Haig steps down, American foreign 
policy will be dominated by White 
House political coordinator Lys 
Nofziger, Sen. Jesse Helms and oth- 
er theologians of the right. Even 
Hiaig’s close aides rate his chances 
for keeping his job at Jess than even. 
Haig’s first venture abroad had thus 
become a mission not only to shore 
up America’s standing in the Mid- 
die East, but also to salvage his own 
eroding position at home. 
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dna picture token by an unidentified photographer, Hinckley POSES On 


In a Efe empty of 
achievement, John War- 
. nock Hinckley Jr. finally 

succeeded ai something last week. He made 
animpressn™ on Jodie Foster that will last 
a fifetime Arparently alone, he conceived 
and carried cat his grotesque declaration 
of love, a “historical deed” intended to 


promise; # horrible act 
an idea of chivalry, Hike 
a@ screed obscenity that started out as 
a love poer. It was the act of a loser— 
a 2S-yeat-oh! drifier who thought that 
shooung th. President would make an im- 
pressive int tion to the teen-age actress 
be had never met. 

He led a hfe of almost willful failure 
and obscuri:; Although at Jeast average 
a5 a studen:. he spent seven years off and 
on at Texas Tech University and fell one 
Semesier short of earning a degree. He 
Joined the Narional Socialist Party of Amet- 
ica, and struch these jackbooted admirers 
of Hitler as dangerously unstable and po- 
‘entially violent. Applying for work at a 
Colorado newspaper, he invented a job his- 
§or for himself—~as a bartender. He eft 
behind few visid impressions, and almost 
fe faxorable ones: some of the few words 
spoken in his behalf last week came from 
& maid at the rundown Denver-area motel 
Where he lived for two weeks shortly before 


Be retozined a nonestity even in crime; 
when be was picked up at the Nashville 
airport trying to board « plane while car- 
rying three guns, the offense was considered 
too trivial for him to be fingerprinted. 
Hinckley is largely self-made as a failure. 
He is the third and youngest child of a 
wealthy Denver oilman active in religious 
groups and respected in business. Hinck- 
Jey’s sister, Diane, 28, was an unusually 
popular and attractive girl who married 
a Dallas insurance executive; his brother, 


A surly drifter with 
a gift for failure, 
Hinckley is driven 

. to violence by 
a bizarre obsession. 


Scott, 30, is established in his father's busi- 
eess. Living in their shadow may have been. 
part of John Hinckley’s problem; a business 
aequaintence of his father recalled that he 
sever spoke of his troubled younget son. 
“JT never knew he had another son,” said 
the collesgue, Robert Kadane. “I thought 
hee had only one boy.” Yet just two weeks 
before the assassination attempt, Hinckley 
Sr. met with officers of one of his favorite 


tride the White House sometime last year 
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sy son.” His attitude was said to be one 
of “tremendous anxiety about the problem 
his son was having.” The family retained 
Edward Bennett Williams's lew firm to rep- 
resent Hinckley after his arrest—but it was 
four dsys before they visited him in his 
eel! in the Federal Correctional Institution 
in Butner, N.C. 

Fatal Attraction: Somewhere in his wan- 
Gerings Hinckley apparently crossed the in- 
visible fine into the same world inhabited 
‘by Mark David Chapman, the Toner who 
came out of the night to kil) John Lennon: 
eseductive world in which the lyrics of rock 
songs take on a personal meaning, and the 
faces in the movies seem to wink at you 
with 2 shared secret. From under a broad- 
‘brimmed hat, her blond bair falling in curls 
to her shoulders, Jodie Foster pouted feich- 
ingly at Hinckley and won bis bear. The 
tough-but-vulnerable, wise-but-innocent 
12-year-old prostitute she portrayed in the 
1976 film “Taxi Driver” had 2 fetal attrac- 
tion for the Jonely young man dreaming 
his life away over cheeseburgers and dough- 
ots io the Sow-rent district of Lubbock. 
Texss—for whom real-life girlfriends were 
pst one of the many kinds of friends he 
‘ever made. Presumably, it did not escape 
his notice—and it certainly did not go un- 
soticed by the FBI inst week—that the ead. 
ing character of “Taxi Driver,” pisyed by 
Robert DeNiro, plots the assassination of 
2 United States senator, and eventually be- 
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that Hinckley owned a copy of the book 
on which the movie was based. 

Hinckley may have been touched by Iris, 
the young hooker, but unfortunately he fel! 
in love with Foster, the real person. His 
problem may have worsened after Foster, 
with considerable fanfare, enrolled as & 
freshman at Yale lest year. Hinckley had 
‘apparently spent some months in Holly- 
wood back in 1976, but if he attempted 
to contact Foster then, there are no records 
of it. Any letters from him were buried 
among the thousands she receives each 
month, mos! thrown away unread. But sud- 
denly ber address was no longer in care 
ofan agent or a studio, but a room in Welch 
Hall at Yale, more or less open to anyone 
who can pass as & college student. Driven 
by his obsession, Hinckley arrived in New 


Haven fast fall only a few weeks after she 
@id—and, ominously, fost afier he pur- 
chased two 22 handguns at 2 Texas pawn- 
shop, Having come 2,000 miles from Lub- 
bock, he spent much of his time a few blocks 


“from her room, bragging at the Sheraton 


Park Plaza Hotel thar he was Foster's boy- 


‘friend. Unkempt in his ratty Army jacket, 
- be didn't look the part to bartender Mike 


Tasgove, and the newspaper and magazine 
pictures of Foster he pulled from his wallet 
weren't very convincing either. “The guy 
was ticking,” Targove recalls. : 

How much closer be may have come 
to ber is not known. In a letter recov- 
ered by the FBI from Hinckley’s room in 
Washington, addressed to Foster but never 
mailed, be wrote, “Although we talked on 
the phone a couple of times, I never had 
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the netve to simply approach y: 
and introduce myself.” But Foc 
fiesists that she has “never ma, 
ken to, or in any way asso 
Giated with” Hinckley. 
Propriety: He apparently nm 
turned toNew Haven at least once, 
ie carly March, when three notes 
‘were apparently slipped under her 
door, Among them was 4 com. 
goercial greeting card, in the con. 
femporary-humorous vein, which 
Began “I'm a person of fers 
words,” and then repeated “I love 
you" dozens of times. Etwas signed 
“John.” Foster turned these over 
to her dean, and they are now in 
the possession of the FBI Bur 
Hinckley never overstepped the 
boundaries of propriety, his im. 
passioned final testament to hisab- 
Surd love was as polite as it was 
etary. “Besides ms shyness.” be 
wrote, “I honestly did not wish 
to bother you with ms constant 
ce"—6o he would kill the 
resident as a Jess intrusive way 
to get her attention, “respect and Ime” 
It's possible that he was not always so 
eonsiderate of her. FBI agents hase re. 
opened their investigation of w stenciled 
Setter they received last fall warning that 
anatiempt would be made tokidnap Foster, 
for what were said to be romantic reasons 
rather than ransom. It was mailed from 
Denver, where Hinckley was living at the 
time. The whole experience has been a use- 
ful--if alarming—lesson for the young ac- 
tress in “the power of films todirect people's 
Byes.” Buta frightened and bewildered Fos- 
ter wants only to return to the unglamorous 
life of @ freshman. “It’s not myself that's 
involved,” she insists plaintively. “Fim not 
involved in any of this. 
Uf there is 2 lesson in Hinchley's troubled 
life, it is an exceedingly elusive one. His 


te 
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downfall cannot be blamed on the wrong 
sorts of friends; he had none. Nor on a 
broken home, his parents’ marriage was 
stable. As his father's oil- and ges-drilling 
business prospered, be moved the family 
from Oklahoma to the attractive Dalias 
enclave of University Park, and then to 
the even more fashionable Highland Park, 
fo a house with a poo! and a curved drive 
on 8 street that may well be the second 
most prestigious address for hundreds of 
miles around. The 1980 report of the Van- 
@erbilt Energy Corp.—named in honor of 
Hinchley’s older brother's alms mater, 
Vanderbilt University-—was memorable for 
two lines: a substantial increase in net profit 
to $86%.000, and the advice of Hinckley’s 
father in his letter to sharebolders: “Com- 
mit to the Lord whatever you do, and your 
plans will succeed” (Proverbs 16:3). 
Conformity: In comfortable Highland 
Park, where the Hinckleys lived from 1966 
‘until 1974, young John thrived at first. He 
was tal} for his age, a good athlete and 
possessed of what classmate David Wild- 
man called “good, natural looks—« big 
smile, a dig set of teeth, blond hair, blue 
eyes." He was popular enough to be elected 
president of his homeroom class in seventh 
andeighth grades. Those are ages, ofcourse, 


where conformity is valued, and he was - 


well-endowed with that trait. Another for- 
mer classmate recalls him fondly as “‘a pret- 
ty mellow guy, bland even.” 

Those were qualities that should have 
stood him: in good stead in Highland Park 
High School, 2 bastion of oil-money privi- 
Jege where the students are as uniform in 
their blond good looks as the blades of 
Astroturf in the school’s football field. But 
he lacked the edge to compete in what is 
also one of the best public high schools 
in the nation; increasingly, be seemed to 
fade into the background. Academically, 
about in the middle. Athletically, nothing 
thuch. Socially, a nonentity. “It’s tough 
not being wonderful in Highland Park,” 
says former schoolmate Pau] Gleiser. “He 
was a non-guy in high school.” Most of 
his formes classmates bad to dig out their 
yearbool.s last week to try and place Hinck- 
dey. and even with bis bland, smiling picture 
at hand they could recall little about him. 
“He was just average,” shrugs Kim Farrell. 
“An average sophomore, an average junior, 
an average senior. Average, average.” 

Probably to Hinckley’s detriment, he was 
also the brother of a very much above- 
average Highland Park student: his sister, 
Dune. three years older, an A student, 
Bomecoming queen nominee, a Jeader in 
the miaed choir and as vivacious and out- 
Going as her brother was reclusive. Even 
aficr she graduated, Hinckley was still 
Shought of as “Diane's brother.” That, of 
course. will no Jonger be true; as one sym- 
pathetic family friend observed last week, 
“For the rest of Diane's life, she’ll be known 

“s sister? __. 
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Hinckley’s slide into darkness seemed 
t© pick up speed once he entered Texas 
Tech University in Lubbock, im the fal 
of 1973. “He wanted to go to Yale,” says 
Becky Nugent, spokeswoman for the High- 
fend Park schools. “But he apparently 
@idn't bave the grades to get in. So he bad 
to go to Texss Tech instead.” Academi- 
cally, Texas Tech's reputation is modest, 
but its 23,000 students take pride in their 
parties. Hinckley was above average as 2 
student, but his drinking and hell-raising 
Were not up to Texas Tech standards. He 
gat out the beer-keg parties, and those who 
knew of suspected that he was the son of 


7, in 1969, in 1973 and 
driver's license photo lest 
Sonuary. Below, boyhood 
home in Highland Park. 


.@ wealthy Dallas family fretted that he was 


Jetting down his class. “You would have 
thought he'd be in a fraternity,” said 
Charles Shanklin, manager of a campus 
haberdashery. “He bad money, plenty of 
money. You'd've thought maybe he'd be 
an ATO (Alphs Tau Omega).” 

Hinckley enrolled first in the College of 
Business Administration, then transferred 
to a liberal-arts program in 1975. He took 
8 wide variety of courses, finally settling 
on English as s major by 1978. But by 
then his attendance bad grown more and 
more sporadic. He was turning into onc 

ee. 
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who make their college careers Inst mos: 
Of their 20s, taking and dropping courses, 
reluctant to venture into the world—al- 
though what could bave kept the friendlesi 
Hinckley ip Lubbock is a mystery. During 
one of the interruptions in bis education, 
be Lived for a while nm Hollywood, and 
sought work in a camers store, although 
he knew nothing of photograpby. In Lub 
Dock, be is remembered as a glum, secdy 
figure in beluless blue jeans and a T shir. 
“He was in & continual trudge,” recalls 
oe campus merchant. He survived on 
doughnuts and fast-food bamburgers, 
which he ate in his room, sometimes neg- 


lecting to throw out the wrappers. A su- 
Perintendent who saw one of Hinckley's 
Spartments remembersit as filled with emp- 
ty McDonald's sacks and not much else: 
“It didn’t look like anybody lived there.” 
At was in this period that Hinckley bad 
his brief and bizarre flirtation with the Na- 
tional Socialist Party of America. FBI 
agents have their doubts, but two high Nazi 
Officials confirm that Hinckley joined the 
party in March 1978 when it was promi- 


mently in the news for plans to march FO 


through the largely Jewish community of 
Skokie, Bi. Hinckley’s major contribution 


bed truck in 
horling racial 
Collin, then the party feader. But it bad 
a profound effect on him, according to the 


e 
fow. But after 
ferent person. 
said we needed 
{than rallies}. YT took that to mean things 
fike shooting people.” 

Letters: Hinckley confided some of 
these same idezs in about a dozen letters 
to Harold Covington, who wes then a Nazi 
Jeader in North Carolina. Covington says 
that Hinckley was unhappy in Lub 
Bock, and that he talked about moving 
to North Carolina. The Nazi Jesder 
is quick to note that “gil of our dis- 
cussion [about violence] was conduct- 
ed on 2 purely theoretical plane. He 
didn't say let's go kill the President 
es OF anybody else.” Nevertheless, 
Hinckley’s attitude alarmed some of 
jis Nazi superiors, and in November 
1979, when Hinckley’s membership 
was due to be renewed, the party &p- 
parently dropped him. . 

For an advocate of violence, Hinck- 
ey seems never to have gotten into 
@ fist fight, or even raised his voice; 
as a would-be rabble-rouser he kept 
his opinions pretty much to himself. 
In a summer-session course in modern 
German history, he surprised his pro- 
fessor, Otto Nelson, by choosing to 
report on Hitler's long and turgid 
“Mein Kampf.” But his three-page re 
port was sober and factual, and earned 
an A-minus; Hinckley gave 00 hint 
that be ever considered putting Hitler's 
ideas into practice. Hf Hinckley was 
disappointed at leaving the Nazis, he 
also kept it to himself. But it was about 
that time that he began buying guns. 

Up to this point, Hinckley seemed 
to strike most people as odd but not 
unhinged. But now things began to slip, 
faster, In February 1980, be sought help 
from # Lubbock physician, Dr. Baruch D. 
Rosen, for what may have been emotional 
problems. The doctor refused to say why 
Hinckley had sought him out. “Let's just 
say be had a problem,” Rosen said. “I'm 
sure it will come out at the trial.” Rosen 
treated him with the anti-depressant Sur- 
montil and with 20 milligrams daily of Va- 
Burn, a moderate dosage. Hinckley regis- 
tered for a summer course at Texas Tech 
(Anarchism, Faicism, Communism and 
Socialism"), but never showed up at lass. 
By late September, he was 03 his way to 
New Haven, Conn., to Jaunch his fantasy 

courtship of Jodie Foster. He apparently 
stayed in New Haven only briefly; be tuned 
up next in the Nashville, Tenn., airport, 
on the afiernoon of Oct. 9, atiempting to 


bord » Bight to New York carrying three 


bandguns—two .22s and 0.38. For the first 


time, Hinckley 
the law, but just barely—he paid « $50 
eash bond that same afternoon, forfeited 
dais guns and was on his way. 

Four days later he was in Dallas, visiting 
a seedy downtown stretch of East Bin 
Street, where Rocky Goldstein sells weap- 
ons beneath a sign that advises “Guns don’t 
savse crime any more than files cause gav- 
tage.” He replenished his arsenal with two 
inexpensive blue-stee! 22-caliber Réhm re- 
volvers with checkered stocks, assembled 
in Miami of West German parts. It was 
oncof these guns that was recovered outside 
the Washington Hilton last week. 

Hinckley spent litle time in Lubbock 
fast fall, although he was there Jong enough 
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Arsenal: Nashville cop with Hinckley’s guns 


to have a political discussion with bis apart- 
ment-house handyman; he reportedly ex- 
pressed the opinion that ali political leaders 
“ghould be done away with.” He seems 
to have returned to his parents, who by 
this time were living in Evergreen, Colo., 
a wealthy suburb southwest of Denver. h 
was from here that FBI agents scting on 
a search warrant last week recovered three 
gon boxes, and Hinckley’s diary, which 
contained everyday details of ‘his mundane 
Bfe—and a sheaf of news clippings on ear- 
Ber assassinations. Hinckley’s father re- 

ly told investigators be eut of bis 
son's funds; be may bave been receiving 
help from other family members. Hinckley 
spplied for » job at ‘Denver’s two news- 
papers, giving references for jobs he had 
ever held. He dabbled in the right-wing 
politics of the National Association of Con- 


game to the attention of 


stitutional Government, 8 self-proclaimed 
refuge for malcontents. “Y'd like to say We 
attract normal people,” s#y5 the group's 
president, Henry Berriner, “but if we were 
, we'd be the majority.” And 90 
Jan. 21, he bought another gun, # 38. 

‘A few Evergreen neighbors remember 
seeing Hinckley with girls, ususlly high- 
school students. But mostly they remember 
kim alone, wrapped in an oversize shabby 
coat and watching the placid life of down- 
town Evergreen through slepy, haalf-closed 
eyes. In March he made another pilgrimage 
to New Haven, and whee be returned to 
Colorado he put up at the Golden Hours 
Motel, a run-down, $10.60-a-night hide- 
way on the highway west of Denver. He 
traded a guitar and 2 portable typewriter 
for $50 at G.1. Joe’s Pawnshop, where the 

¢lerk, Brent Morris, remembers him 
Jooking “like any bum off the street,” 
‘but also “weird” and “scary.” A local 
Jicemnan had the same reaction when 
spotted Hinckley standing in the 
mote! perking lot and stsring at the 
officer's patrol car; he questioned 
Hinckley but found no reason to hold 
him. What he remembered later were 
Hinckley’s rose-tinted sunglasses —pe- 
cular equipment after dark—and bis 
eyes. “I never contacted ® person $0 
pervous who didn’t have something 
dirty on bim,” says the cop, Chris Wor- 
sham. “He stands out as the most nery- 
ous n I've ever contacted.” 

Boyish: In those fast few weeks be- 
fore Hinckley left for Washington with 
hhis guns, he finally made # friend in 
Ginger Aucoust, the motel maid. Al- 
most the only subject they had in com- 
mon was the weather, but Aucourt and 
her teen-age daughter, Stacey, found 
his reticence endearing; he had, Gin- 
ger says, “a pleasant boyish face.” Her 
opinion was unshaken even wher 
Hinckley drove off on the morning of 
March 23, leaving 2 $64 bill unpaid. 
‘Asinvestigators have retraced his jour- 
ney, he headed in his white Plymouth 
Volare to his parents’ house, and then 
to the airport, where be flew to Los 
Angeles by way of Salt Lake City. Then 
he doubled back east by bus, changing in 
Cleveland and Pittsburgh on the Jong ride 
to Washington. 

He had given a pleasant little wave to 
Avcourt on bis way out of the parkins 
Sot, and—uncharacteristically—he struck 
upan acquaintanceship with & fellow pes- 


tact. His plans 
his heart, but perhaps he 
glimmer of his happiness to 


Be wes on his way st last; in just few 
days, Jodie Foster ‘would belong to him. 
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|; What the Doctors Did 


“I can't breathe,” 
whispered Ronald Rea- 
gan. He was swesting 

and gray-faced, sagging toward the floor 
as he walked into the emergency room and 
was lifted ontaz wheeled table. Quick bands. 
began stripping off his clothes. “We don’t 
think he’s hit,” said a Secret Service man. 
“We think be broke a rib when we pushed 
him against the car.” But a doctor had 
already spotted the bullet hole in the Presi- 
dent's suit jacket—and the medical team 
a1 George Washington University Hospital 
that was to save the lives of the President 
and his press secretary was already well 
into its practiced routine. 

The President was exhibiting early symp- 
toms of shock Though alert, Reagan was 
gasping for air and sweating, and his blood 
pressure had dropped. Paged on the hos- 
pital's speakers, Dr. Joseph M. Giordano, 
head of the trauma team, burried to the 
emergency room, where Reagan's blood 
pressure quickly recovered after he lay 
down. The doctor gave the President 2 local 
anesthetic and then inserted 2» tube into 
the lung cavity just beneath the bullet hole 
under his left arm. Other physicians and. 
technicians drew blood samples, booked 
up an oxygen mask and intravenous tubes 
to monitor blood gases and administer 
blood, and inserted a catheter to measure 
urine flow. On # chest X-ray, the bullet 
showed up as 8 white spot in the lower 
Tobe of the left lung. It had torn a 3-inch 
furrow through the lung, deflating it as 
it went. But the physicians couldn't be sure 
whether they had spotted the entire bullet 
or whether fragments bad broken off and 
struck organs in the abdominal cavity. Fur- 
ther X-rays of the abdomen reassured them. 

Meanwhile, the President continued to 
bleed steadily through the tube in his chest. 
Quickly, the trauma team set yp more 


than a dozen mnits of blood and prepared 
for transfusion. Although Reagan is type 
O-positive, at first they used O-negative, 
which can be given to anyone regardiess 
of his blood type, and later used O-positive 
to replace the 234 quarts lost from the time 
of injury. In many such gunshot wounds, 
the hung reinflates and the bleeding stops 
when the chest tube is inserted, and the 
Buller can be efi where it is without any 
tisk. But Reagan continued to bleed. 
“What are we doing. Joe?" asked Dr. 
Sol Edelstein, chief of the emergency room. 
“Are we beaded to ICU or are we headed 
to OR?" Edelstein wanted toknow whether 
intensive care would be enough, or if an 


How the surgeons 
treated Reagan’s 
wounded chest 
and James Brady’s 
injured brain. 


7 
operatibn was urgent. Surgeon Benjamin 
” Aaron, 47, decided to operate. As the team 
prepared for the 200-foot journey to the 
“beart room,” fully equipped for major 
ehest and heart surgery, Edelstein cav- 
tioned the technicians: “W'e are going slow, 
slow, slow.” The President was propped 
at a 30-degree angle on the wheeled cart, 
or gurney, awake and talking to his wife 
and aides as be passed; his vital signs were 
still “rock stable,” a doctor said later, and 
there was no need to risk anyone stumbling 
over one of the tubes threaded into him. 
In the operating room, the team gave 
the President an intravenous dose of the 
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anesthetic thiopental sodium and ther, 
passed a tube down his throat so tha: a 
sespirator could aid his breathing. Ther 
they put him to sleep with nitrous oxid: 
administered through a mask. “W'e will fol- 
Sow routine trauma protocol,” Giordano 
announced to his colleagues. 

The first order of business was peritone2! 
Iavage, a procedure to double-check for in. 
feries in the abdominal cavity. Giordano 
tmade 2 small incision under the nave! and 
pumped a clear Liquid into the abdomen 

¢ liquid that drained back out seemed 
free of blood, showing that no organs had 
been damaped. But to make sure, the fluid 
was seni to the lab for analysis. After 45 
tinutes Giordano turned his patient over 
to the thoracic surgeons, Aaron and Dr. 
Katherine Chaney. 

Incision: The President was turned on 
his right side with his arms taped in fron: 
of him. The team removed the chest tubs 
to get more room and then made a 6-inch 
incision, from under the iefi nipple to 
the kefi side. The President's ribs were 
Spread apart by 2 metal retractor and, wear- 
ing a lamp on his forehead, Agron peered 
into the chest. He first removed a large 
lot of blood and then began searching for 
the bullet. The surgeon determined thet 
seither the heart nor the aorta, the body's 
main artery, had sustained any injury. 
failing to ind the bullet, be ordered anothe: 
X-ray—a side view of the chest. After hal? 
an hour Asron found the “Devastator™ ex- 
plosive slug, removed it with a probe and 
banded it to a Secret Service agent, who 
carried it sway in a metal cup. It had failed 
to explode on impact, but was flattened 
to the size and shape of 2 dime, suggesting 
that it had ricocheted off the Presidentia! 
Emousine before striking Reagan. 

Aaron then sutured the tear in the lung. 
temoved the retractor and closed the 
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REAGAN’S CHEST WOUND 
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Giordano: Routine trauma protocol 
Seton by Lait Sanogton—Aecestin Came B Asso: 


* chest incision. During the operation, Rea- 
gan was given another quart of blood. “Skin 
fo skin,” the surgery had taken two hours. 
But before Reagan was taken to the re- 
covery room, the team spent another hour 
sctubdbing off the orange povidone-iodine 
@isinfectant that covered the chest area, 
dressing the wounds and waiting for the 
anesthesia to wear off. 

The President's first hours in the recov- 
ery room were uncomfortable. “He felt like 
he couldn't breathe,” said one physician. 
Analysis of his blood showed that he wasn't 
assimilating quite enough oxygen at first, 
and he continued on the respirator for eight 
and a half hours. At the time, he was un- 
aware that press secretary James Brady was 
lying in critical condition just the oth- 
er side of « cloth screen. 

Brady was by far the most seriously 
injured in the assassination attempt. 
He had arrived at the hospital in a 
fire-department ambulance three 
minutes after Reagan and was 
wheeled to the same trauma room. 
“I saw the bullet wound in his fore- 
head. It was over the left eye,” said 
paramedic Roberto Hernandez. “He 
was moving his arms and legs, but 
to no purpose. He was sort of like 
squirming.” In the emergency room, 
Brady was met by a neurosurgical 
resident and an anesthesiologist. His 

blood pressure was a very bigh 240 
over 160. He was moving his right - 
limbs restlessly and he seemed to be 
mumbling. He was given an anes- 
thetic and a tube was placed in his 
windpipe to assist breathing. 

Fragments: The bullet entered 
Brady's head over the left eye and 
passed through a smal! portion of 
the left frontal lobe of the brain with- 
out causing much damage. But it did 
break up somewhere inside the skull; 
the fragments passed mostly through 
the right fronta} lobe, causing severe 
Bleeding and tissue damage. The largest 
piece of the bullet came to rest in the parietal 
Jobe at the rear of the brain behind the 
right ear, with smaller fragments around 
it. At first, the outlook was bleak. A cross- 
sectional X-ray taken in the emergency 
room loaked, in the words of one physician, 
Tike a “disaster.” . 

Brady was immediately taken to the op- 
erating room, where his head was shaved 
in preparation for surgery thet was to last 
more than six hours. Nevrosurgeon Dr. 
Arthur Kobrine tried to be optimistic. 
When be beard that the media had reported 
that the press secretary was already dead, 
Kobrine replied, “Somebody ought to tell 
me and the patient.” An ophthalmologist 
was called in to dea! with swelling and 

s clot in the Jef eye, and he made several 

incisions to drain blood and relieve pres- 


BRADY'S HEAD INJURY 


Drawing shows bullet’s path through 
the brain 


brain tissue, along with the bullet and bone 
fragments. 

Kobrine made a “bicorons]” incision 
across the top of Brady's bead from car 
to car. Next, he drilled a number of holes 
in the skull and removed a “large window” 
of bone. Then he took out bone splinters 
and bullet fragments from the left frontal 
Jobs, where be found the damage “not too 
extensive.” On the right side of Brady's 
brain, Kobrine suctioned out a large blood 
clot. He found “brisk bleeding” from the 
anterior and middie cerebral arteries, which 
bad been severed. When the bleeding was 
brought under control, Brady's blood pres- 
sure dropped to a normal range. Finally, 
Kobrine removed the damaged tissue, frag- 
ments and the main bullet fragment. The 
surgeon estimated that Brady lost 20 per 


cent of the tissue in the right 
hemisphere. Kobrine replaced 
the flap of skull and inserted 
temporary drains between the 
bone and skin. 

In two crucial respects, 
Brady can be considered 
lucky. He had been hit by a 
smell-caliber bullet of low ve- 
locity, minimizing the damage 


the center at the base of the brain thar 
controls respiration and consciousness and 
Brady had gotien prompt treatment. 
‘The day after surgery, Brady showed 
signs. He was conscious, his pupih 
esponded to ight and he was able to move 
the right side of his body in response to 
commands from doctors. Later, be couk! 
even toss a cotion ball to his wife, Sarah, 
with his right hand. And when a docix 
held up three fingers, Brady said, “Three > 
Following surgery, Brady was put on anu- 
biotics to prevent infection, and given ster- 
ids and a drug called mannitol to reduce 
the swelling of the brain. 

Fine’: Kobrine reported that he was mak. 
ing an “extraordinary recovery.” By the 
weekend, he was off the critical list. and 
out of intensive care. The press secrets 

was speaking shon sentences. He tole 
the surgeon, “I'm feeling fine,” and 
when 2 telephone stared to ring be 
said, “Somebody answer the phone ™ 
Brady was able to move his right am 
and leg normally. but showed fitk 
movement on the left. Though its 
too early to speculate, Kobrine pre 
dicted that left motor function will 
improve significant] if there are ne 
further complications. Moreover. 
Bince the “dominant” left side of the 
‘brain was harmed onl) slightly, the 
surgeon said there was a good chance 
that Brady has suffered little or no 
intellectual impairment. However, 
he suspects that “‘spatial orienta 
tion,” governed by the right side of 
the brain, may have been affected, 
and since the olfactory tracts in the 
right hemisphere were destroyed, the 
gourmet Brady has probably lost his 
sense of taste and smell. 

President Reagan, however, was 
making a speedy recovery last week 
‘He was receiving cough therapy to 
prevent Buid from accumula: 
ing in his lungs and occasional 
administrations of oxyget 
through # plastic tube under 
his nose. He was also cating 
heartily and walking in his hos- 
pital corridor. The only cause 
for concern came late in the 
week when Reagan's tempera- 
ture rose to 102. However, after 
some fluctuations it dropped 
to normal. There was a bref 
scare that toxic amounts of 
ead azide—the explosive used 


vsually caused by the shock . im the bullet—might bsve 
waves and the sheer mass of Kobrine: Optimistic feached into the Presidents 
a larger slug. And nearly all body, but this wes discounted 
the le side of the brain had apparently by experts. Throughout the President's of- 


been spared. In most people, the left side 
is the brain's information-processing center 
and controls the faculties of speech, writing 
and comprehension. The motor areas of 
the left side also contro! movement on the 
right side of the body. Fortunately, the 
shock of the bullet and the swelling from 


deal, doctors were impressed by his good 
condition and youthful physiology. “hs 
& good lesson,” said the hospital's spokes 
man, Dr. Dennis O'Leary, “that age itself 
denot an ultimate measure of an individual's 
Staming, health and capability.” 
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+ Jim Brady Is Alive 


He is known as “the 

Bear," the front man, the 

plump and affable oocu- 

pant of the post he once 
described, only partly tongue in check, as 
“the second most challenging job in the 
free world.” As Ronald Reagan’s spokes- 
man-in-chief, White House press secretary 
James S. Brady, 40, is a much-liked Sigure 
jn official Washington: a witty companion 
for the relentless Washington press, ® 
storyteller and a gourmet cook who bas 
charmed his frequent dinner guests. He is 
not, however, s Reagan intimate and it was 
thus somewhat ironic that he was the aide 
elosest to the President when the shots were 
fired last week, even taking 2 bullet in the 
brain that might otherwise have struck the 
President. He was erroneously reported 
dead by all three networks, but bis spirited 
fight for life against almost bopeless odds 
has stirred his family, his friends—and the 
pation. 

Brady was almost passed over for the 
od be desperately wanted. During his stint 
‘as campaign press secretary, be sometimes 
stung with his irreverent wit. A few days 
after Reagan's gaffe that trees cause more’ 
pollution than cars, Brady raced down the 
aisle of the campaign jet shouting “Killer 
trees! Killer trees!” and pointed to a forest 
fire on the ground. 

Blistered’: After Reagan's victory, most 
of the President-clect’s high command 
wanted to recruit a well-known journalist 
for the press secretaryship and Nancy Rea- 
gan reportedly claimed she wanted 
“young and handsome” face in the job. 
As usual, Brady replied with s quip. “I 
some before you today not as just another 
mae Fane Beart ret of chert talent.” be 


told reporters. A werk later be got the job. 

Brady's Grst task was to bring a measure 
-of order'to the White House press corps. 
Fle succeeded, up to # point. Despite some 
grumbling, reporters at Reagan's first press 
eonference generally honored Brady's plea 
that they remain seated and seck Presi- 
dentin} recognition by politely raising their 
hands. Otber reforms, like a dress code 
for network cameramen and the selection 
of Presidential questioners by Jottery, fared 
Jess well. Veteran complained at 
first that Brady lacked the access to Rea- 
ges so necessary for detailed briefings, later 
that he was frequently hard for reporters 
to reach. The joke was that Reagan had 
socess to Brady, instead of the other way 
around. “I'm getting blistered for not te- 
turning phone calls,” Brady grinned. “This 
access is killing me.” 

Desk: His humor helped Brady smooth 
some of the new Administration’s bumpier 
moments. Two weeks ago, during the flap 
over # White House plan for “crisis man- 
agement,” he had just sat down at 2 press 
breakfast when be caught s tough question 
about Alexander M. Haig Jr. “Whatever 
Bappened to foreplay?” be cracked. At a 
Junch with NEWSWEEK reporters, he con- 
volsed the table with a description of work- 
aholic budget director David Stockman: 
“He sleeps in the closet hanging upside 
down with his wings folded over his eyes.” 
In Reagan's pinstriped White House, Brady 
provided a dash of spontancity—showing 
wp for the President's lunch with baseball 
Hall of Famets wearing his beloved Chi- 
engo Cubs cap. : 

His easy wit masks ¢ solid record in the 
fine art of political image-polishing. Brady 
was born and grew up in Centralia, Il. 


telent’ took the Bear to the top of the heap 


prone from the University of Illinois 
1962 and gravitated quickly toward poli- 
fics. He first went to Washington as an 
aide to the late Sen. Everett M. Dirksen 
of Hinois and Ister served in the Ford 
Administration, first as ap aide to Budg- 
et director James T. Lynn, then to Secre- 
tary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld. In 1979 
he joined John B. Connally’s Presidential 
eampaign (Connally called him “Friar 
Tuck} until Connally's flameout in the 
South Carolina primary. 

Hot Cuisine: Brady lives in the Virginia 
suburbs with his 2-year-old son James Scott 
Brady Jr. and bis second wife, Sareh— 
‘whom he calls “Raccoon,” an affectionate 
sounterpart for his nickname “Bear.” He 
also has another child by aformer marriage, 
Melissa, 18, now a college student in Colo- 
rado.) Among his friends, Brady has a for- 
midable reputation for both haute cuisine 
and culinary witticisms. He is the creator 
of “Captain Bear's Nightie Night,” a quich- 
acting concoction of tea, suger and Jack 
Daniels, and his recipe for an_explosive 
variant of chili—“Beas’s Goat Gap Texas 
Chili” —bas won first place three years run- 
ning in a Washington-area chili eookod. 

The bullet that slammed into his skull 
abruptly changed all that, perhaps perms- 
neotly, for Brady and his family. His daugh- 
ter, Melissa, rushing to catch # plane to 
‘Washington, was devastated to hear an an- 
pouncer on her car radio report that ber 
father was dead. “She’s a very well-com- 
posed girl, but this thing really tore her 
apart,” ssid 2 relative. “I don’t know if 
abe'll ever get over this.” The agonizing 

question for his family and his friends, for 
all his remarkable comeback so far, was 
whether Brady would either. 
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Secret Service agents subdue Hinckley (against wall) while others aid wounded: You cannot avoid mortal risk to a President’ 


As a Seeret Service 
agent you are constantly 
on the alert for the in- 
dividual who somehow does not fit. You scan 
the crowd, the rooftops, the doorways, the 
windows, ready to take whatever action may 
be necessary... You look into thousands 
of foces and you try to determine in each 
if he or she may be the one who came to 
do more than look. 

—Rufus W. Youngblood, “20 Years in 

the Secret Service” 


,_ Sohn W. Hinckley Jr. went to the ‘Wash- 
ington Hilion last week to do more than 
Jooh—and Ronaid Reagan's bodyguards 
failed to stop him. Once again, an assault 
on an Amzrican President has raised ques- 
tions about how well the Chief Executive 
i protected and what more should be done 
to keep him safe. Why, for instance, did 
Securit; agents permit the crowd of news- 


fen and onlookers to get so close to the” 


> President—and why was his shield of 
bodyguards so thin on the critical flank? 
Should the Secret Service have been o2 
the alert for Hinckley, who was arrested 
im Nashville last year for carrying guns 
during a visit by Jimmy Carter? Why 
didn't its agents insist that Reagan wear 
8 bullet-proof vest or other state-of-the- 
aft protective clothing? 
Jn a feverish search for answers, three 
yessional committecs are examining 
the circumstances of the shooting and the 
Secret Service itself hes bunched an in- 


& renewed eal! for gun control (page 57) 
and pléas from Federal investigative agen- 
ies for a loosening of restrictions on do- 
mestic surveillance. Some reforms, includ- 
ing tougher security requirements for the 
press, are almost certain to emerge from 
the inquiries. But the fundamental reality 
bas not changed since the time of Abraham 
Lincoln: short of sealing of a President 
in hermetic isolation—s measure no leader 


Short of keeping the 
President from the 
public, no security 
‘force can guarantee 
absolute safety. 


in American press-the-Besh politics 
would accept—the most efficient security 
system in the world can never provide fail- 
safe protection. “The political mission is 
almost in direct conflict with the protective 
mission,” says Youngblood, chief of the 
White House Secret Service detail under 
Lyndon Johnson. “You cannot avoid mor- 
tal risk to a President. Impossible.” 
‘The primary ibility for that mis- 


_ion impossible rests with the Secret Serv- 


fee, an arm of the Treasury Department 
established in 1865 to combat counterfeit- 


dng. In the late nineteenth century, Secret 


Can the Risk Be Cut? 


chiefly because they were the only Fedcral 
personnel trained to do such a job. Soon 
after the assassination of William McKin- 
ley in 1901, presidents were assigned pro- 
tection on # permanent basis, and ever 
Since, the duties of the Secret Service have 
been expanding Today 1,550 agents in 100 
offices across the nation are responsible 
for protecting the First Family, the Vice 
President, his wife and children under 16, 
tmajor Presidential and Vice Presidential 
candidates and, sometimes, visiting heads 
of state. In addition, they still carry on 
their original war on counterfeiting. Theiz 
record is better than it may seem: though 
John Kennedy was killed while under Se- 
exet Service protection, dozens of assaults 
ave been foiled without ever coming to 
public attention. 

Blintees: Protecting the President is no 
easy task. To do it, agents rely on a wide 
range of sophisticated equipment—from 
the computer that stores 27,000 names of 
potentially dangerous persons to the bat- 
teries of electronic devices that monitor ev 
ery corner of the White House and grounds. 
A touch ofa knee-high panic button under 
the President's Oval Office desk summons 
a fying wedge of agents in seconds—a pro- 
tective measure accidentally proven effe:- 
tive by several embarrassed newcomers 10 
office. Meanwhile, agents test the White 
House air for bacteria and noxious gases 


and mingle with the crowds that tour the BS] 


‘building each day, occasionally packing of, 
oddballs 10 nearby St. Elizabeths Hospit 
plans Ce AOS BO a oa oe 


Reagan's jellybeans. Gifts of food sent to 
the First Family are regularly thrown sway 
to guard against poisoning; once, an 
enraged President Lyndon B. Johnson 
tongue-lashed agents for overzeatousness 
when they pitched out a package of cheese 
blintzes prepared for the boss by Defense 
Secretary Robert 8. McNamara’s wife. 
Outside the White House, the agents who 
d the President constantly look for any 
sign of trouble—erratic movements in the 
crowd, 2 man wearing a raincoat on® Wart, 
dry day, familiar faces that show 
up regularly when the President 
goes public. Before s President vis- 
its a site, agents inspect manholes 
for bombs and vantage points for 
snipers, and they closely coordi- 
aate security for the Presidential 
Foute with local police. And just 
im case all the preventive medi- 
tine doesn’t work, they are well 
armed. Agents carry .357 mag- 
tium snub-nosed revolvers in hid- 
den holsters, and some also car- 
ry Isracli-made Uzi submachine 
guns and tear-gas grenades, “All 
the hardware is for use in beat- 
ing back a genuine group terrorist 
attack,” says one former agent. 
“Otherwise, you're supposed to 
grab the assailant, not shoot him.” 
Under ordinary circumstances, 
admits one high-ranking agent, 
“we're mainly reactive—we have 
to give away the first shot." 

- No Crouch: Perhaps most im- 
portant, they provide the human | 
shield that envelops the President ~ 
whenever he is on the move. Early 
in his Administration, Reagan 
told an anecdote that vividly— 
and prophetically—described the 
agents’ role. He had watched Se- 
eret Service agents target-sboot- 
ing during the 1976 campaign and 
‘was surprised to see them firing 
from a standing position instead 
of the crouch be had been coached 
to assume for the movits. 
“Doesn't that make you too big 
a target?” Reagan asked. “That's 
just the point,” an agent respond- 
ed. “The reason we shoot standing . 
‘up is to better protect your body with ours. 
That's our prime function, sir.” . 

Every President has crotchets and con- 
celts that make the job of agents even more 
dificult. During the Eisenbower Admin- 
istration, for instance, Secret Service in- 
genuity was taxed to provide adequate se- 
curity on golf courses; where Ike's route 
could not be varied to fool an sssailant 
and where open fairways ringed by forests 
sould conceal a sniper. Lyndon. Johnson 
bad a babit of making last-minute change: 
im his schedule that sent agents scrambling 
to provide protection. Gerald Ford boved 


hat with well-wishers. Candidate Jimmy 
Carter wanted to do without protection. 
‘What finally persvaded him to sccept a 
Secret Service guard was a piece of down- 
ome advice from confidant Charles Kirbo. 
“Guvnab,” drawled Kirbo, “if you don't 
take it, it means you ain’t worth shootin’.” 
The biggest problem Ronald Reagan has 
Posed for the Secret Service is his habit 
of pausing to chat aimlessly with the press. 
His bodyguards urge him to “wave and 
amove, Mr. President.” Last week he heeded 
that admonition—and was shot anyway. 
Did security fail? Veteran agents concede 


ary 


Ektaber®. SunfiowereComact 
Agents shield Kennedy limousine (1963), envelop Ford after 
1975 attack: ‘To protect your body with ours’ 


that Presidential trips within the capital 
are taken somewhat for granted by security 
forces, Presidents have traveled to and from 
the Hilton Hote! bundreds of times, and 
agents know the surrounding srea well. 
Some criticize the discipline of some Dis- 
trict of Columbis police during last week's 
incident. “They simply weren't on their 
toes,” says one experienced advance man. 
“They were looking everywhere except at 
the press and publicon that strip of sidewalk 
they were assigned to.” Perhaps because 
‘similar procedures had worked in the past, 
the Secret Service and White House press 


press area™ outside the Hilton, where; 
and White House press aides could bar 
those without credentials from the are 
SSosest to Reagan's exit route. Security ex. 
Perts predict that from now on, secure prem 
areas will become far more eommos at 
Presidential visiting sites and that 

will be ushered through hotel hesemens, 
‘and other Jess public entrance and exit 
foutes more frequently than in the pest. 

Bulletproofing: It & also possible that 
Reagan’s guards will ask him to make more 
wse of bulletproof garments. According to 
Secret Service director H. Stuart Knight, 
the President “will wear protec 
tive attire anytime we ask him to,” 
but agents did not feel thar lest 
week's excursion demanded i. 
One retired agent warns that per- 
suading a President to take such 
protective action is not always 
easy. “To tell s President he car's 
do something because be might 
get burt assaults his ego,” be says 
“He has to fee] like a man, not 
& puppet, and you've got to figure 
out a way he can save face.” 

The Secret Service envelope 
around the President may also get 
new attention. Tapes of last week's 
assault show that Reagan was not 
entirely surrounded by agents 
when he Jeft the hotel: his press- 
ward side was almost fully ex- 
posed. Many agents say they are 
under heavy pressure from the 
President’s political advisers to 
stay out of the line of cameras 
to avoid the impression that the 
Chief Executive moves about in 
an armed camp. Bruce Whelihan, 
principal press advance man for 
Richard Nixon for six years, r- 
ports that his staff struggled con- 
stantly to give cameras clear shots 
of the President against friendly 
crowds. “I'd sometimes goin with 
a book and yank out agents who 
‘were too close,” he recalls. “The 
President needs to see and be seen, 
hear and be heard,” says Sen. Ed- 
ward Kennedy. “The President 
eannot live in isolation.” 

Hearings in the House and Sen- 
ate last week concentrated on why 
Hinckley’s name never showed up 
in the Secret Service’s computerized list 
of potential! threats to the President despite 
hhis arrest for trying to carry guns onto 
gn airplane in Nashville. The answer was 
simple: the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
which had been informed about the inci- 
dent, bad not perceived him as a potential 
sasassin and had not bothered to forward 
the information. Even if the FBI had acted. 
St is unlikely that Hinckley’s name would 
have been included among the 400 people 
categorized a6 “serious threats,” whose 
movements are closely monitored by local 
and Federal avencies. Others. lervely arit- 
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are checked only f the President is 
traveling 
Nevertheless, Secret Service director 


Knight thinks intelligence could be im-. 


proved if Congress would loosen some of 
the restrictions on domestic surveillance 
to permit Federal agents to keep tabs on 
people they suspect of being potential men- 
aces. In recent years, Knight told a Senate 
hearing, the service has been getting 40 


per cent Jess information from FBI agents 
gimnply because “the don't have the in- 
Sormation they used to have for us.” 

Sul, it's doubtful that Congress sould 
‘ever order a truly effective surveillance sys- 
tem without compromising the aation's 
cherished civil liberties. And in any event, 


presidents are sure to insist os going out 
among the people despite the risks. In fact, 
agents familiar with pest attacks on Ameri- 
ean leaders arc already fretting about what 
‘will happen when Ronald Reagan gets back 


to work. “The first couple of times he zoos 
‘out be’s not only got to show be's healthy, 
he’s got to show he's not afraid,” worries 
ooe. “That means he's probably going to 
take some risks.” His human shields wil) 
be scanning the crowds with renewed in- 
tensity, concentrating on finding someone 
who's some to do more than look—and 
bhoping to stop him before be acts. 
TOMASI DEPARK sae OHSS LENDERS, 
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Guns Out of Control _ 


The Midwestern congressman had just completed # speech 

favoring stronger gun-control legislstion—and almost mmme- 
diately, the computers at the Nationa! Rifle Association in 
‘Washington began to bum. In moments, the machines produced 
the required information: names, addresses and phone numbers 
of key contributors to the congressman’s last campaign who 
also happened to be ardent hunters and NRA members. Eight- 
een hours later, the congressman got the first of what would 
be two dozen phone calls. “1 was at the athletic club and 
people kept asking me what you're doing.” eaid a campaign 
Gnancier. “They say you want to take our guns away.” 

Such a scenario—e composite based on factual experiences — 
iWlustrates the power of a special-interest group tha! friends 
and foes alike consider the most effective lobby in Washi e 
Almost singlehandedly, the NRA has stymied -al! attempts 
to Strengiber, the Gun Control Act of 1968, hastily passed 
after the murders of Martin Lother King Jr. and Robert F. 
Kennedy. Now, after the shooting of Ronald Reagan by a 
gonman using a Saturday-night special, a new Surry of gun- 
contro] activity has begun on the state and nations! levels. 
In Illinois fast week a state Senste committee sent a bil! to 
the legislature that would provide # maximum prison sentence 
of three years for the sale or possession of a haniigun And 
im Washington, as many as 40 new bills may be introduced 
that would impose new restrictions on the azic ‘of handguns, 
Ducks at dawn have a better chance: despite opinion polis 
showing that nearly two-thirds of the public now favor gun 
sontrol, the NRA still hus the money, organization and clout 
to shoot down national firearms bills 

Outlaws: The NRA's own position begins with the con- 
stitutiona] assurance that “the righ: of the people to keep 
and bear arms shel) not be infringed""—words inscribed across 
the black marble facade of 
its Washington headquarters. 
‘What they seek, NRA officials 
say, is “legislation against 
time rather than firearms.” 
According to the NRA, gun 
Fegistration or strict licensing 
requirements would eventual- 
Ty mean confiscating the arms 
of the lnweabiding citizen 
without hampering the erim- 
fal As one NRA bumper- 
sticher says, “if wens are 
outlawed, only outlaws will 
Rave guns.” 

The NRA’s slogans may be 
& trifle simple-minded, but its 
lobbying tactics are not. Its 
computers can pinpoint 1.8 
million members throughout 
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Bandgun foes: An old bottle begins anew 


the mation. “They can crank out more letters than you can 
feragine,” marvels House Democrat Thomas Downey of New 
Yori. Even though the NRA maintains 2 $ million war chest 
Sor nations! lobbying efforts, its power really spronts at the 
wuss roots. “The NRA has developed supporters in each com- 
mbunity, those who can effectively lobby not only Federe! of- 
ficials but focal and state officials as well,” sys Sen. Christopher 
43. Dodd of Connecticut. 

The NRA hes also received indirect recruiting belp from 
governments. It didn't burt membership drives, for instance, 
the: a 1903 Federal lew established a surplus-miliunry-rific- 
sales program, with participants limited to NRA members. 
A court ruled the law anconstitutional in 1979, but the NRA 
Bl finds plenty of support at the state Jevel. Some mates 
sequire bunten to take safety courses before they can receive 
bunting Hoense—and more often than not, the courses are 
fun by the state chapter of the NRA. 

Victims: The ant-NRA lobby has relied main!y on emotion 
f sell its gun-coptro] arguments. “I'm not ashamed of ad- 
mitting that what brought me to this issue was the death 
of my son,” anys Pete Shields, chairman of Handgun Contro! 
Yoc. Ghiclds’s sop was a victim of San Francisco's “Zebra” 


Killer in 1974.) Realizing the effectiveness of the NRA's efforts, 


many gun-control groups are starting to emulate its tactics. 
Handgun Control, for example, has mounted # 2 million- 
letter direct-mail campaign to boost membership from 120,009 
to 1 million, and it plans to increase its budget from $1 
million to $3 million. 

Both sides have their sights on Congress as it begins to 
sonsider several Srearms bills—including one allowing felons 
who bave not been convicted of violent crimes to buy handguns. 
Sen. Edward Kennedy will reintroduce a measure this week 
that closes at Jeast one loophole in the 1968 law by ban- 
sing imports of parts used to assemble cheap handguns such 
fs the 22-caliber Robm RG-14 pistol—made in Miami from 

. ‘West German parts-—that was 
waed to shoot Reagan. But th: 
> -oonservative 97th Congress is 
tore kikely to promote mzn- 
Satory jail sentences—ranging 
from ‘two to five years—for 
anyone convicted of nsing s 
gun ip a crime. That happens 
to be an NRA position—and 
@ favorite of Reagan himself. 
Might the President now back 
strong handgun legislation? 
‘The answer came quickly from 
Administration officials last 
week: even as 2 victim, Ronald 
: Reagan ix still a foe of gun 
+ eoatrol. - 
: with DIANE 
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troverts, often living in 
Broken homes. They grow up full of self- 
loathing and have troubled relationships 
with the opposite sex. Drifting from job 
to job, they become chronic losers with 
grandiose fantasies and goals. At some 
point, something goes haywire. hey gow 
increasingly violent and irascible. They 
tay fixate on a single object of adoration 
or hatred until, through some scrambled 
logic of their own, they confront # public 
figure with a gun. 

That rough psychological profile loosely 
fits each of the more than one dozen people 
who have tried—ofen successfully—=to kill 
&U.S. President or other prominent nation- 
aj public figure, Unlike European countries, 


Lee Harvey Oswald: Shot Sirhan Sirhan: Eligi 
for parole in 1984 


two days after arrest 


where assassinations tend to be political 
acts by terrorist groups or military juntas, 
assassinations in the United States bave al- 
most always been the work of loners, ful- 
filling some twisted private desire.* Experts 
blame the phenomenon on everything from 
Jax gun control and the “American dream,” 
with its unrealistic promise, to violence in 
the movies and even rock music. Whatever 
the causes, each new assassination or at- 
tempt raises the same questions: how can 
the human time bombs be spotted and what, 
if anything. can de done to defuse them. 
Death: The most comprehensive profile 
of Presidential assailants was compiled as 


part of & 1969 study ordered by Lyndon - 


Jobnson after Robert Kennedy's assassina- 
tion. Although there are exceptions to the 
pattern, the similarities are remarkable. 
The study found that almost all had trou- 
bled childhoods, and many lost one parent 
through death or divorce Charles J. Gui- 
teau, who shot James Garfield in 1881, Le 
on Czolgosz, who killed William McKinley 
in 1901 and Giuseppe Zangara, who nar- 
Se eager, WHO Bar’ 


Yowly missed Franklin Roosevelt in 1933, 
all lost their mothers as young children. 
‘The father of John Shrank, who wounded 
‘Teddy Roosevelt in 1921, died soon after 
his son's birth; Lee Harvey Oswald's father 
ied before he was bora. Later assailants 
also fit the pattern. James Earl Ray's father 
Seserted the family; so did Sirhan Sirhan's. 
Both of Gerald Ford's assailants, Lynette 
(Squeaky) Fromme and Sara Jane Moore, 
quarreled bitterly with their pereats. 

Like Jobn Hinckley, many would-be at- 
tackers grew up in the frustrating shadow 
of more successful older siblings. John 
‘Wilkes Booth’s brothers, for example, were 
Prominent actors. “This onedown family 
Position predisposes the boy to develop a 
rebellious attitude toward authority and 
tradition,” says psychiatrist Irving Harris, 


wior-y 
Sor parole in May 1982 


who bas studied Presidential assassins. “He 
tan doit in s roguish way, like Billy Carter, 
or he can resort to assassinstion to ma- 
Bipulate the limelight.” 

As children, the assnilants-to-be have 
trouble making friends. Arthur Bremer, 
who shot George Wallace in 1972, was a 
wary loner who muttered under his breath. 
Most of them shared 3 physical resem- 
Dlance: as a rule, the men were shor! and 
slight or chubby, the women dumpy and 
plain. Frequently, they had stormy rela- 
tionships—if any—with the opposite sex. 
Richard Lawrence, who tried to kill An- 
Grew Jackson in 1835, never married, nor 
did Shrank, Zangara or Ray. Bremer doted 
on a 13-year-old girl who spurned him, 
then lamented his virginity in diaries found 
after his arrest. “The people who become 
assassins bave poorly developed libidos and 
trouble establishing sexual identities,” says 
peychiztrist David Abi who sug- 
gests that attacking a President may be 
the ultimste way to prove manhood. 

Rootless and aimless as young adults, 
they usually foundered. The 1969 study 
found that almost alll had undergone a dra- 
matic personality change one to three years 


ible Arthur Bremer: Eligible Squeaky 
ble for parole in 1985 


before their act. Lawrence, for examp), 
quit his job as house painter, then becam- 
Wolent and abusive. Booth lost his vo 
ead tumed angry and irrational. The ya: 
before be thot John Kennedy, Oswald lor 
several jobs and separated from his wife 
Similerly, Bremer was demoted from bk 
Busboy job for erratic bebavior, and pox 
found bim sitting in a car, with bullets anz 
@ pistol, one year before be shot Wallace. 
Spy: Many of the would-be assassins 
‘searched for causes to believe in and joined 
extremist groups only to find they ‘dids't 
belong. Booth claimed to have killed Lin. 
eoln to avenge the Southern defeat, but 
he never fought for the Confederacy. Os 
wald's bid for Russian citizenship was nm 
ected, and he was the sole member of bys 
“Fair Play for Cubs Committee.” Moore, 


* Fromme: Eligi- Sera Jane Moore: Eligibic 


fer parole in 1986 


& jangled matron, joined several radical 
groups, but informed on them to the FBI. 
Caolgosz tried to join an anarchist group 
and was branded 2 police spy—much as 
Hinckley was expelled from the Nationa’ 
Socialist Party of America when its leaders 
Suspected he was an undercover agent. 

Like Hinckley’s dreams of Jodie Foster, 
many assailants developed bizarre fanta- 
sies. Lawrence claimed be was King Rich- 
ard IT] and believed that the United States 
was keeping him from his wealth Guiteav 
imagined he bad earned an ambassadorial 
post. Such delusions are often ways to “take 
Tevenge for an extreme sense of helpless- 
bess,” says Abrabamsen—a means of som- 
Pensating for feeling “that they are 
BObodies.” 

Ultimately, it is to become “somebody” 
that assassin-types turn to violence, psy 
chiatrists believe. The assassin sees killi: 
& public figure as a prominent achieve- 
ment—even though it may be a displaced 
death wish. Such people “politicize their 
imner turmoil,” often blaming society for 


their failures, says psychiatrist rare 4 


Freedman, who helped compile the 19¢5 
study. Robbed ofa parent figure in child- 


rood, they may also be striking at the nl- 
fimate father Ggure. In sttacking a Presi- 
dent, experts say, the assassin is attacking 
the office, not the man. Indeed, several as- 
guilants haveswitebed targets Oswald orig- 
mally gunned for Gen. Edwin A. Walker; 
Bremer stalked Nixon for weeks. 

Given their tangled motives and oddly 
feolated lives, assassin types sexm unlikely 
hired guns for shadowy conspiracies (box). 
Yet conspiracy bufls have seen dark plots 
ip every assassinstion and attempt. Gui- 
feau’s sister maintained that # second gun- 
min, hiding in a doorway, sctually killed 
Garfield. Because Zangara’s bullet killed 
Chicago Mayor Anton Cermak, some con- 
spiracists think the assault actually was 
a plot by mobsters to kill) Cermak, mot 
Roosevelt. Lawrence's attack on Andrew 
Jackson was thonght to be a Whig Party 
plot. Conspiracy theories are still emerging 
about John F. Kennedy's assassination 
alleging everything from a second 


gunman 
to a coffin switch. None of the alleged 
plots has ever been proven, and some psy- 
chistrists say that the theories suggest @ 


Searching for causes: Which comes first, the gun or the gunman? 


‘Seem & 190) Gacag: Teme 


gational need to see something sinister be- 
hind each assassination—ratber than the 
possibly more alarming truth about de- 
mented individuals with guns. 

Perhaps most disturbing of aill is the fact 
that though they can sketch the profile of 
the typical assassin, experts don’t know 


what to do with the information. Hundreds” 


of thousands of citizens fi the basic mold— 
but no one can predict when or if they 
might become violent. Experts can accu- 
rately predict violent behavior in only about 
one of three cases. “Among violent people, 
some are mentally ill,” seys psychiatrist 


Danie! Freedman of the University of Chi- 
ago. “Among the mentally ill, few are vio 
Sent.” Although Hinckley had seen a thera- 
ist, would-be assassins rarely come into 
@ontact with peychiatrists before their 
a@ets~and those who threaten violence are 
seldom believed, mainly because the vast 
apajority never carry out their threats. 
Detention: Law-enforcement officials 
and Secret Service agents don’t know what 
to do about assassin types either. It is a 
Federal crime to threaten the President of 
the United States, and in some states a 
person who does so and exhibits signs of 


psychosis can be incarcerated temporarily 
Sn, the U.S. Constitution guards agains: 
most “preventive detention’——~and psychi- 
G@trists and legal experts alike warn tha: 
people cannot be institutionalized for hav- 
ing potentially criminal backgrounds. The 
answer—if there is one—would seem to 
be greater private supervision of possibly 
dangerous people by their friends, doctors 
and families so that they are not, as Hinch- 
Aey’s parents reportedly described their son, 
“wandering aimless and irresponsible." 
MELINDA BECK with DONNA FOOTE m2 Chics 
EMILY NEWHALL ip New Yor and bureas repor: 


For Conspiracy Buffs Only 


In al! the recent history of essassinations and assassination 
atieropts in America, none seemed more clearly the work of 
ne man with one gun and no rational motive than last week's 
audic- and video-taped attack on Ronald Reagan. But this 
shooting. like the others before it, churned up the usual wake 
ofanomalies, discrepancies and coincidences that attend chaotic 
events in the real world—and so provided the usual grist for 
yet another generation of conspiracy theorists to chew over 
for years to come. The black comic and conspiratorialist Dick 
Gregory scooped the pack this time, assuring # Los Angeles 
tali-sbow host that the CLA and the FBI did it—and ex- 
perienced students of the Literature of assassinations could al- 
mos! sec a hundred similar theories ‘blooming out of what 
seemed $0 fallow # patch of ground. 

Among the possibilities: 

The Hinckley-Didn't-Do-It-or-a-Least-Not-Alone Theory. 
The very videotapes that make such a seemingly open-and- 
shut case against John W. Hinckley Jr. sever actually show 
Bis face unti) after his capture. As it happened, he was standing 
back in a cluster of newsmen, behind the cameras, anti] be 
Warted shooting But 8 dedicated conspiracy buff might argue 
‘that be was (1) an innocent fall guy or (2) only ope gun among 
two or more. Argument (2) offers the more tempting fodder 
for the conspiratorialist: one or two anomalous fiashes of light 


om the tape, a suspended moment in which members of Reagan's 
security force Jool the wrong way for the source of the shots 
and the scrambled first reports from an embarrassed Secret 
Service misstating the make and caliber of the pistol involved— 


& perfect invitation to a two-gun scenario. 

@ Tbe Maybe-Hinckley-Did-It-but-the-Government-Helped 
Theory. The first question a conspiratorislist migh: ask is 
how an ez-Nazi once arrested on s gun charge in Nashville, . 
‘Tenn., on a day when Jimmy Caster was in town could escape 
being punch-carded into the Secret Service’s computerized 
Est of potential assassins, There were real security lapses at 
the scene as well—the ease with which Hinckicy slipped into 
the press pack, for example, and the clay-pigeon distance 
Reagan had to walk to his car when it could have been 
perked closer to the bote] exit. The evidence in each instance 
Points to carelessness, but there are no mistakes in conspiracy 
theories—only calculated acts. 

@ The Cherchez-Le-Veep Theory With Mystery Woman and 
Trilateral Corollary, For the farthest-out plot-spi it wil) 
fot pass notice that (1) George Bush addressed the Trilaters! 
Commission the Sunday night before the shooting, that (2) 
Hinckey’s brother, Scott, had a dinner date with Bush's son 


Nei] that Monday and that (3) there were several phone cali 


from an unidentified woman to Hinckley’s bote! room tha: 
Gay (the FBI seid she was trying to cal! someone else). Any 
ttignificance in these occurrences can be Seft to the imagination, 


and probably will be. 39 
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A recovering President Reagan, his wie 
Sesige him, takes a hospital atroll. 


Repercussions of the assassination attempt will rippie 
for months—in domestic and foreign policy alike. 
For now, the U.S. is happy to have a hero for President. 


A gunman’s attack on President Rea- 
gan touched off shock waves that 
promised lasting effects on 2 fledgling 
administration and the nation. 

Ramifications go beyond the ques- 
tion of how quickly Reagan-~felled by 2 
bullet in the chest on March 30—will be 
able to return to the Oval Office. In the 
aftermath of the assassination attempt: 

@ Polls showed Reagan is widely re- 
garded as a hero, admired for showing 
courage and humor during # pai 
ordeal. The boost in popularity already 
is muting opponents end may even 
prolong his honeymoon with Congress. 

& Secretary of State Alexander Haig 
shapes up as a casualty, attacked by 
White House aides who felt the former 
general behaved erratically during the 
tumultuous hours after the shooting. 

@ Vice President George Bush, un- 
flappable throughout the crisis, 
emerges as the rea} No. 2 man on the 


Reagan team and potentially a power- 
ful political force in 1854 or beyond. 

Top White House aides, thrown 
into a state of confusion in early stages 
of the emergency, embarked on # cam- 
paign to reassure the nation that the 
administration és in firm control. 

w Reagan, having suffered a severe 
injury, wil] come under increasing pres- 
sure from staff and family not to over- 
tax himself. This could force a change in 


ul. a freewheeling style that hes made him 


especially vulnerable to attack. 

@ The Secret Service, one of whose 
agents was wounded in the assessina- 
tion attempt, will undergo 8 full-scale 
review of the measures it takes to pro- 
tect the Chief Executive. = * 

Advocates of gun control, led by 
Senator Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.), 
will press anew for gurbs on the sale of 
Bandguns like the one used to shoot 
Reagan—but probably will not succeed. 


US News and Warid Ranaet 


Taped by television crew's, the attack 
on Reagan was later witnessed by mil 
Bonsethe second time in # generation 
that the nation was stunned by the 
sight of a President shot in the streets 
during a public appearance. 

But by the end of the week, doctors 
reported Reagan was in “satisfactory” 
condition and was expected to recover 
speedily, barring unexpected complica- 
tions such as bleeding or infection. 

The 70-year-old Reagan, by all ac- 
counts, exhibited the recuperative 
powers of a much younger man. Asso- 
Giates added that he also faid to rest 
lingering concerns that he was too old 
to handle the rigorous demands of the 
Presidency. 

Boost tor Reagan. “It’s clear proof 
of his physica! stamina,” said Presiden- 
tia] Counselor Edwin Meese. “The wey 
he reacted and al] that will further en- 
hance people's view of him.” 

‘The President was wounded by alone 
assailant about 2:30 on a rainy Monda} 
afternoon as he walked to his limousine 
after addressing a labor meeting at the 
‘Washington Hilton Hotel. James Brady, 


YO 


an y | 


ok oF a 
After shooting, Secret Service agents grapple with the assailant as others le wounded. 


White House press secretary, and two 
Jaw officers also were shot. 

Sara Fritz, chief White House corre- 
spondent for US.News & World Re- 
port, who was at the scene, gave this 
account of what happened— 

“Six shots rang out, two quick ones 
followed by four in a steady rhythm. A 
pul! of smoke rose in the air and peo 
ple screamed, ‘Get down, get back!” 
Bystanders fled. knelt or cowered 
against the hotel wall. 

“4 Secret Service agent stood with 
his back to the wall, holding a subma- 
chine gun. Another shoved the Presi- 
dest into his limousine with tremen- 
dou: force The motorcade sped away. 
Bach against the wall, a smal! cluster of 
men wrestled with someone. 

“The bodies of three men were 
sprawled on the pavement, one with 
his face in & pool of blood—Jim Brady. 
He tried to move, and a handkerchief 
was placed beneath his bleeding head. 

“Sirens grew lauder, and two police 
squad cars arrived. The struggle sur- 
rounding the suspect moved into the 
street. A fair-haired young man was 
finally shoved into a police car. Ambu- 
lances began to arrive. One victim 
shrieked with pain as be was ifted onto 
astreicher.” 

The man arrested was John W. 
Hinckley. Jr., 25, the son of a wealthy 


Colorado oil executive. Authorities said 
the youth apparently opened fire in an 
attempt to win the affections of a teen- 
age movie actress he had never met. 

‘The .22-caliber bullet that struck 
Reagan pierced his left chest below the 
armpit and collapsed his left lung. The 
FBI disclosed later that the bullets 
fired by the would-be assassin were 
ealled “devastators,” a type that is sup- 

d to explode on impact. Apparent- 
ly only the bullet that struck Brady 
actually exploded, said agents. 

Whisked from the scene by Secret 
Service agents, Reagan was able to 
walk into George Washington Univer- 
sity Hospital 14 miles away. But by 
the time he reached the emergency 
room, he was in obvious pain, bleeding 
from the mouth and chest. 

Yet as Reagan was rolled into the 
operating room, he managed to banter 
with his wife and doctors, saying be 
“forgot to duck” when bullets began 
flying. That was only the first of a bar- 
rage of quips and lighthearted com- 
ments from the President that helped 


“ease the worries of « nation. 


Two hours of surgery were required 
damage. The operation was described 
as routine, although Reagan lost 24 
quarts of blood, and there was « furry 
of concern about blood clots. 


Accused gunman John Hinckley, Jt, ater 
court hearing. 


Brady, 40, mffered the worst inju- 
ry—a bullet wound in the head. The 
slug, removed during S hours of sur- 
gery, caused extensive brain damage. 
Doctors said he was making “extraordi- 
mary progress” but cautioned that it 
was too early to tell whether the aide 
would be permanently impaired. 

Both Timothy J. McCarthy, 32, the 
Secret Service agent who took a bullet 
in the stomach in trying to shield the 
President, and Thomas K. Delzhanty, 
45, a Washington policeman shot in the 
neck, were recovering. 

First reactions. From across the na- 
tion came expressions of shock and sor- 
row. Loud gasps were heard in the Sen- 
ate chamber when lswmakers learned 
of the attack. “It has just gotten to be a 
game,” declared Montana's Governor 
Ted Schwinden. “Whether it is John 
Lennon or the President, if you've got 
your narne up on the marquee, some- 
‘one tries to shoot out the lights.” 

But, in sharp contrast to the national 
outpouring of anger and despair after 
the 1963 assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy, emotion ebbed 
quickly when it became evident that 
Reagan had escaped a fatal wound. 

The former California governor 
came out of the shooting a far more 
popular President than ever. A poll by 
ABC News and the Washington Post 
found an 11 percent rise in Reagan's 
popularity the day after the attack: 73 
‘percent of those sampled felt he was 
doing a good job as President. 

Abroad, Reagan’s speedy recovery 
helped dispel concern about his age. At 
the same time, European leaders were 
gpprehensive about the criticism of 
Haig, for whorn they have high regard. 

Effects of the failed assassination at- 


° . 


temp! did not take long to become evi- 
dent on Capito) Hill, where lawmakers 
geddenly became reluctant to attack 
the fallen President's proposals to cut 
taxes and federal spending. 

Said Richard Wirthlin, Reagan's poll- 
ster: “The most avid readers of pub- 
ished polls are the 435 members of the 
House and 100 members of the Senate. 
‘The economic program is not going to 
get & free ride, but some of the closer 
votes may tit our way.” 

Confirmation of that view came 
from Senator Gary Hart (D-Colo.), who 
noted: “Just before the essassination at- 
tempt, a number of Democrats were 
getting ready to release critiques or 
blasts. Now they won't do that.” 

The day efter the shooting, on March 
313, the GOP-dominated Senate beat 
back half a dozen attempts to soften 
the President's budget cuts. While the 
@utcome was assured even before the 
attack, the Republicans picked up sur- 
prising Democratic support. : 

“There will be « positive reaction in 
Congress," predicted Max Frieders- 
dorf, Reagan's chief lobbyist. “Any time 
a leader is harmed in any way, there & 
always natura! sympathy. It wil! en- 
hance his relations with Congress. I 
think it will increase his popularity.” 

White House aides made it clear that 
the administration would fully exploit 
Reagan's condition in order to get its 
programs through Congress. 

Some lawmakers disputed the notion 
that an outpouring of sympathy would 
smooth the way for Reagan's proposals, sf 
particularly the one for a 30 percent 
tax cut spread over three years. 

“He will be stronger politically be- 
tause now he is a national hero on top 
of being President,” said Representa- 


Mancy Reagan, arriving at hospital, was 
Geacribec as exhausted, unable to eal 


aon 


fn the burst of gunfire, three others took bullets as well as Reagan—White House press 


a= 


aide Jamey Brady, lett, Secret Service Agent Timothy J. McCarthy, top right, and 
Washington policeman Thomas K. Delahanty. All were expected to survive. 


. 2 
tive Bil Alexander (D-Ark.). “But will 
Congress pass his tax cut because the 
President was shot? The answer is no.” 
BY Reagan gained stature from the 
attempt to kil! him, his White House 
team, and Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig in particular, were clear losers. 
“Serious flaws.” A series of mislead- 
ing announcements about whether the 
President had been wounded, and who 
was in charge in the interim, exposed 
what many analysts termed serious 
flaws in the executive branch. 
Confusion peaked when Haig went 


* Defore television cameras soon after 


“#. the shooting and declared he was con- 
; Stitutionally third in line for the Presi- 


gency and “in control” of the White 
House pending the return of Vice Pres- 
ident Bush from 2 Texas trip. 

As Haig spoke, his vaice quavered, his 
face perspired and his arms:trembied. 
His abrupt comments and shaky man- 
ner drew harsh private criticism from 
senior Reagan aides, who questioned 
the propriety of the statements. His 
announcement also friggered a behind- 
the-scenes dispute with Defense Secre- 
tary Caspar Weinberger over who was 
in contro! of US. armed forces. 

By executive order, military suthor- 
fty in times of extraordinary emergency 
passes from the President to the Vice 
President to the Defense Secretary. 

The flare-up came just a week after a 
flap between Haig and the White 


House over who would be the adminis- 
tration’s official “crisis manager,” a job 
Haig wanted but which went to Bush. 

The incidents led some Reagan advis- 
ets to press for the Secretary's ouster, 
and such pressures are bound to grow. 

By contrast, Bush‘s low-key conduct 
after the shooting won applause from 
members of the White House inner cir- 
cle, who praised his steady perfor- 
mance and deference to Reagan. 

Bush filled in at nearly every official 
function at which the President would 


Secratary of State Alexander Haig, right, 
angered White House statiers. 


have appeared. One doy included an 
early morning White House staff meet- 
ing and # nationa)-security briefing. 
Later there were sessions with labor 
Jeaders, cabinet officers, members of 
Congress and, finally, talks with envoys 
from Poland and Turkey. : . 

‘Once the President leaves the hospi-_ 
tal, Bush and others are believed likely 
to retain control over many of the du- 
ties they inherited. For the Vice Presi- 
dent, this new eminence could pay big 
dividends if his boss decides against 
seeking a second term in 1984. 

Meanwhile, the White House 
strained to project an imege of business 
as usual—e campaign credited by many 
with helping defuse public panic. 

Everything possible was done to de- 
pict Reagan as rapidly shaking off the 
effects of his wound, and also to convey 
the impression of e White House finc- 
tioning stnoothly and calmly. 

No pictures of Reagan were sowed 
until he could present a relatively robust 
appearance free of drainage tubes. On 
the morning after his operation, he 
made 2 point of signing a bill scrubbing 
gn increase in federal milk-price sup- 
ports. A day later, he conducted a staff 
meeting, and of the next he wes receiv- 
ing full national-security briefings. a 

Command post. All the props of the 
Presidency were assembled at the hos- 
pital. Rooms on Reagan's floor were 
hastily transformed into a miniature 
White House—a complete communica 
tions .command post, filing cabinets, 
desks, typewriters and other office 
equipment. 

‘No one expects the shooting to make 
Reagan 2 prisoner of the White House, 
shunning public appearances for fear 
of another attempt on his life. 

Reagan wore a bulletproof vest on 
several occasions during the campaign 
but apparently has not used one since. 
He is expected to put one on again for 
‘occasions when he is deemed especially 
vulnerable. The Secret Service is con- 
sidering edditional agents for his guard 
dctai} and may keep more distance 
tween the President and crowds. 

But once Reagan has bounced back 
from his injury, aides predict, he will 
resume public appearances. He still 
plans 2 series of trips across the country 
to sell his economic program, plus an 
April 27-28 visit to Mexico to confer 
with President José Lépez Portillo. 

Whatever happens later, loyalists of 
both parties agreed on one thing: For- 
mer actor Ronald Reagan oo March 30 
played in real life the role of hero more 
convincingly than in any movie he 
ever made. o 


By WILLIAM L CHAZE with the magesine’s White 
Hous ead eongressionel saffs 


Who's In Charge 
When a President 


er ‘of succession Bs et 
the Presidential 
3 fon Act of 1947— 


“Events of ues." 
Sons about who runs the government when & 
President alies, becomes disabled tr Loses 
touch with the White House. 2 4 

Despite past efforts to set Sp an orderly 
transfer of that would cover all contin: 7 


President 
r ies. 
Bush would hsve become 
* ment, ratified in 1967, Bush then tould have named a new 


Vice President, subject ¢o confirmstion @ majority of 
members of the House and Senate. - ° foert 4d ott 

Simultaneous vacancies in both the Presidency and Vice Sresaury 
Presidency would have triggered a 1047 law, Miustrated in | 
the eccompanying chart, that put Bpeaker of the House 

Thomes P. “Tip” O'Neill, Jr, (D-Mass) third in the arder of 
succession, Followed by Senate President Pro Tem Strom 
Thurmond S.C} and members of eekinet in the orde: 
their departments were created . 


Af a President is Incapacitated-~A 
2o discharge bis duties may, wander the 25th Amendment, 
‘Rep aside by informing the Speaker of the House snd presi- 
dent pro tem of the Senate. The Vice President then would 


Ghict Executive unable 


amiil the President declared bim- 

Ya Presi Bisabled i unable to step 

aside voluntarily, succession becomes more eomplex—and | 9} 

. potentially explosive. The Vice President, when backed by a | Agricutture 

majority of cabinet members, may officially declare the Pres- 

ident ansble “to discharge the powers and duties of his [¢. -etary 

office” and may assume the role of acting President Resis- { of 

‘fance by the President would throw the matter into Con- I commerce 
within 2] days the action must be affirmed by # : 

the President must be 


“President.” Bush war then returning to Washington from 
F Texas but staying in touch with Haig and other ciels atthe | 
E White House. " an 

- In fect, Haig was not in charg: YF x domestic crisis bed 4 Hevatop- 
occurred that required a presidential decision, Bush would { ment 
e his absence from Washing: * 


SWhat Haig meant to convey, ft war 
that as the senior cabinet officie! be bad 
over the White House Situation Room, a srisis-communice- 


eee r 
defenses would have de 


tary grisis, Tesponsibility over : 
volved not to the Speak Seoratary : 


John Kinckley— 
ANisfit Who 
Craved Fame 


Estranged from famlly and 
friends, in love with # movie 
actress he never met, the man 
accused of shooting Reagan 
is one of society's fosers. 


Behind the gum that shot the Presi- 
dent was but # shadow of a man, &@ 
figure both strange and too farniliar. 

John Warnock Hinckley, Jr., didn't 
fit into society—but he fit the pattern. 

‘A loner. A Grifter. Jobless. Soft look- 
ing. Barely known by those whose lives 
he touched, his passage marked by elut- 
ter and grime and confused scribblings. 

“Lf you don’t love me, I'm going to 
kill the President,” he reportedly 
wrote to an actress he had never met. 

In many of these aspects, Hinckley 
was of a kind with the losers who stalk 
the leaders—like Lee Harvey Oswald 
who shot John Kennedy, Bke Sirhan 
Sirhan who shot Robert Kennedy, like 
Arthur Bremer who shot George Wal- 
lace. In fact, # photograph of Oswald 
and a newspaper clipping about John 
Lennon, former Beatles’ rock musician 
shot to death on Dec. 8, 1980, were 
found in his Washington hotel room. 

Yet the man who is linked this time 
to the smoking gun had some unusual 
characteristics. 

John Hinckley was a child of wealth, 
privilege and influence. The son of an 
oilman, he was reared in a $300,000 
bome in Highland Park, an old-money 
enclave of Dallas with huge oak trees, 
azaleas, pools and fountains. 


He played junior-high basketball. In“ 


the seventh and ninth grades, he was 
homeroom president. It wasn't noted 
then, but his life had peaked already. 
Hinckley becarne less active in bas- 
ketball by the ninth grade, recalls child- 
ood friend Kirk Dooley, because “some 
of the other guys began to be quicker.” 


As & high-school pupil, Hinckley was 
an “averege student, neither the type 
to be in the National Merit Scholarship 
program nor at the bottom of the 
lass,” said a classmate, Thomas Black- 
well. “He was noticeable, but he was 
not the outstanding type.” 

So obscure was Hinckley at Highlend 
Park High School that Principal E. A. 
Sigler says: “When this came up, I had 
to look back to verify that he was a 

+ graduate.” 

Sigler and others who knew Hinck- 
ley speculate that his emotional prob- 
Jems may stem from feelings of failure 
to measure up to expectations. A friend 
asserts: ‘““Ehere are pressures in the 
family to achieve.” 

Hinckley’s father took 8 $120,000 in- 
vestnient in 1970 and built an oi/-and- 
gas-exploration company that had reve- 
ues of 4.87 million dollars last year. His 
older brother, Scott, is vice president of 
his father’s firm. Ironically, Scott is a 
casual friend of Neil Bush, the Vice 
President's son, and family members are 
known as staunch Resgan supporters. 
The youth’s older sister, Diane, is the 
wife of a Dallas insurance underwriter 
and mother of two small children. 

“Everything fits perfectly except 
John,” observes a family friend. 

Hinckley, now 25, did try to succeed. 
He enrolied at Texas Tech University 
in 1973, studying business administrs- 
tion. He made the dean’s honor list in 
1977, but be couldn't keep up the 
pace. He went to college for seven 
years, off and on, never graduating. 

One professor, Otto Nelson, 
Hinckley because the student chose to 
do a report on Hitler's autobiography, 
Mein Kompf. Says Nelson: “He made 

.an A minus. ... P bave to conclude that 
be read the material: carefully and 

+ thought about it effectively.” Another 
teacher recalls: “There were usually 
empty chairs around him, as if be con- 
sciously chose to sit apart.” 

Unnoticed figure. One measure of 
Hinckley’s isolation: About two dozen 
high-school classmates were on the 
Texas Tech campus with him, and not 
‘one can recall having seen him. © 

Hinckley’s decline showed in a phyti- 


flecking for a motive, authorities found 
@ridence that Hinckley wanted to win the 
Sere of young ectresa Jodie Foster. 


tal way. The kid with 2 gentle gaze and 
engaging muile graduall) changed into 

a humpish young man with glassy eyes © 
and « glower. The manager of his col- 
Jege-town apartment building, Mark 
Swafford, while unstopping Hinckley’s 
wink once, found “there were junk-food 
bags end empty icecream cartons sit- 
ting around all over the cabinets.” 

His parents, meantime, moved to an- 
other plush home on the edge of a golf 
course in the exclusive Denver suburb 
of Evergreen. His mother played ten- 
ais and did volunteer work. His father 
feined a Bible-study class. They ar- 
yanged psychiatric help for their son 
but seldom talked of him to others. 

Early warning? There had been one 
earlier brush with the law. Lest Octo- 
ber, Hinckley was arrested in Nashville 
and fined $50 sfter trying to board an 
aitiner with three handguns. Presi- 
dent Carter was in town that day. 

The Hinckley family—deseribed as 
“just destroyed” by the shootings—has 
i into seclusion and sent condo- 

nes to those wounded. They have 
hired the firm of Edward Bennett Wil- 
Bams, one of the nation’s best-known 
trial lawyers, to defend their son. 

Authorities looking for clues to 
Hinckley's behavior focused on letters 
be wrote to actress Jodie Foster, best 
known for playing a teen-age prostitute 
in “Taxi Driver,” s film sbout a dement- 
ed loser who stalks a political figure. 

‘An unmuiled letter Hinckley wrote 
to Foster reportedly said: “I would 
abandon this idea of getting Reagan in 
@ second if I could only win your heart 
and live out the rest of my life with 
you, whether it be in total obscurity or 
whatever. I will admit to you that the 
reason I'm going ahead with this at- 
tempt now is because I just cannot wait 
any longer to impress you. 

“Jodie,” the letter closes, “I'm asking 
you to please look into your heart and at 
least give me the chance with this his- 
torical deed to gain your respect and 
Jove. Llove you forever, John Hinckley.” 

Hinckley failed in that attack, as in so 
much else. Now the boy brought up in 
a mansion is st a federal correctional 
facility in North Carolina, in # room 
with sink, toilet, single bed, one bullet- 
proof window—and no TV or radio. 

Meanwhile, a shaken society tries to 
figure out what to do with someone 
who thought that the killing of a Presi- 
dent could win him the love of 2 
stranger. ja] 
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Did Secret 


Service Dron 


lis Guard? 


As soon as the gunfire died 
away, inquiries began. A 

key question was whether the 
President’s protectors had 
done everything they could. 


The shooting of Ronald Reagan only 
1% miles from the White House un- 
derscores a truism of the times: It is not 

ssible to Fully protect a President un- 
Ee he is willing to become a recluse. 

Even so, the latest attack—the third 
attempt in six years te gun down a 
Chief Executive in a public place—is 
prompting a hard look et the Secret 
Service, the elite corps that guards the 
President. Congress, the Secret Ser- 
vice's parent Treasury Department 
and the agency itself are asking these 
questions— 

@ How was the man charged as the 
assailant, John W’. Hinckley, Jr., able to 
get within 15 to 25 feet of Reagan as 
fa uel Executive left a Washington 

tel” 

w Why didn’t agents spot Hinckley 
on the scene as 2 potential threat to the 


Agent Timothy McCarthy Nes wounded on the sidewalk outside the Washington Hilton shortly 
leid Reagan from gunfire with his own 


atte: he attempted t 


Fact 


President, as some onlookers claim to 
bave done? 

@ Should the Secret Service have 
dmown about Hinckley because of his 
earlier arrest on a firearms charge in 
Nashville during a presidential visit? 

@ Hes security become lax on rou- 
tine presidential travel in Washington? 

‘Whenever the President leaves the 
White House, agents scour his route 
step by step in advance, checking 
streets for danger points, securing 
building corridors and reviewing 
erowd-contro! procedures. 

Suil, there inevitably are gaps in the 
defensive measures Because “politi. 
cians want to be near the people,” says 

. Richard Davis, a former assistant Tres 

_ Bory sectetary who had authority over 
the Secret Service. Davis notes that ev- 
ery President relishes contact with the 
public, whether he stops to chat, 
shake» hands or merely waves. 

Hote] entrances, where crowds gath- 
ex tp see a'visiting Chief Executive, are 
special points of vulnerability. The se- 
curity arrangements at the Washington 
Hilton on March 30 appea: to bave 


Sa 
\ been typical. Reporters wait 

, dng to question Reagan as he 
deft a speaking engagement 
daside were directed to stand 
behind a rope stretched 
across the sidewalk. The public was 
also allowed into the area, and the gun- 
tan moved up alongside reporters and 
cameramen close to the hotel exit used 
by the President. 

Agents insist that in these settings, 
there is ttle they can do to keep by- 
standers away. “We would like to move 
people back farther, but those we pro- 
tect and the media would not allow it, 
and it’s not realistic in a democracy,” 
aays John W. Warner, Jr., a Secret Ser- 

Several eyewitnesses reported after 


” the shooting that they had seen Hinck- 


ley pacing nervously near the hotel 
exit—behavior that agents are trained 
to regard as suspicious. But mo agent 
spotted the man and moved in on him. 

The Secret Service brands these re- 
ports @s mistaken. Agency spokesman 
Wamer declared that people saw not 
Hinckley but “someone else-—a strange 
Feron who frequents the area. We had 

im under surveillance.” 

The danger Ws Another question 
troubling some is why Hinckley was 
pot listed in a computerized Secret 
Service file on about 25,000 persons, 
many of whom are mentally ill and 
have threatened public figures. About 
406 of those on the list are considered 
particularly dangerous. Their where: 
sbouts are checked periodically. 

Hinckley was arrested last October 8 
in the Nashville airport for pos- 
sessing three handguns on the 
same day that President Jimmy 
Carte: visited the city, but the 
4; Federal Bureau of Investigation 
z @id not inform the Secret Ser- 
vice of the case. Dr. Frank Och- 
berg, the state of Michigan's 
mental-health director and a Se- 
eret Service consultant, says 
thet, had the agency known 
about the Nashville incident, 
“agents would have investigated 
and might have identified 
Hinckley as a ‘stalker’ who fol- 
dows Presidents.” 

But Secret Service officials say 
that even if they had known 
about the firearms case, Hinck- 
ley probably would not have 
been put under surveillance and 
agents would not necessarily 
have learned that he had come 
to Washington in late March. 

As to whether agents uncon- 
seiously let down their guard in 
Washington, where presidential 
travel is routine, former Trea- 


fr ntot Dowie bolioves th 


YS 


“it's possible.” He adds: “Trips to the 
Washington Hilton are so repetitive it’s 
Bike a milk run.” 

Despite the questioning of their 
work before the shooting, Secret Ser- 


- vice agents are given high marks for 


their actions once bullets started to fly. 
They followed the book to the letter: 
The agent closest to the President 
quickly shoved him into his Kmousine, 
while another agent, Timothy MeCar- 
thy, stepped into the line of fire, stop- 
ping with his own body a bullet thet 
might have hit Reagan. McCarthy is 
the first agent ever wounded while 
guarding a President. Other agents 
forced the gunman to the ground. 

When the Secret Service men no- 
fticed that Reagan was coughing up 
blood, they rushed him to s nearby 
hospital. The agents in the presidential 
limousine are being faulted by some, 
however, for allowing the President to 
walk into the emergency room despite 
his injury. 

Protection experts say that although 
presidential security will always have 
its limits, more can be done. 

For one thing, Chief Executives 
could wear bulletproof garments in 
public. President Ford used such 2 vest 
efter he faced gun-wielding women 
twice within three weeks in 1975. But 
he found the heavy clothing cumber- 
some and soon gave it up. 

Reagan wore a bulletproof jecket 
several times during the 1980 cam- 
paign after threats were made against 
him, but he is not known to have done 
so since taking office. . 

Too much work? Secret Service 
manpower could be increased, though 
the 1,550-member force has already 
grown substantially in recent years. Be- 
sides protecting Presidents and their 
families, agents guard ex-Presidents, 
foreign embassies and visiting heads of 
State, and are responsible for investi- 
gating counterfeiting and forgery. 

The catalog of potential President 
killers is almost surely far from com- 
plete. Experts note that most of those 
who have attempted to assassinate po- 
litical figures in recent years did not 
appear on Secret Service lists. A scien- 
tiie’ panel will complete @ study this 
summer that is expected to lead to 
some new Secret Service criteria for 
identifying dangerous people. 


Bit most experts agree that no tists 


or added precautions can make Presi- 
dents completely safe. John F. Kenne- 
dy, who was assassinated in 1963, once 
summed it up this way: “If anyone 
wants to do it, no“amount of protection 
is enough. All a man needs is a willing- 
ness to trade his life for mine.” 


By TED GEST 


§ Others Ben Ree 
Who Faced Svar Sea.ererk 
Assassins 


¥f Ronald Reagan's medics! prognosis 
fs correct, he will be the first sitting 


were attacked by armed assailants. Four 
Presidents died. For a look at earlier as- 
sexsinstion attempts and the assailants: 


Andrew Jeckson: Richard Lawrence, a psychotic who 
thought himself King Richard Il of England, aimed two 
pistols at Jackson in the Capitol in Washington on Jan. 30, 
1835. Both pistols misfired, and Jackson was unhurt. Ruled 
insane, Lawrence was committed to an asylum for life. 


Abraham Uncotn. John Wilkes Booth, an actor who favored 
the South in the Civil War, entered an unguarded box at a 
Washington theater and shot Lincoln in the head. The 
President died the next day, April 15, 1865. Booth was 
killed when soldiers attempted to arrest him 11 days later. 


dames Garfield: As Garfield strolled through a Washington, 
D.C., railroad station on July 2, 1881, he was shot by 
Charles J. Guiteau, # radical member of the President's own 
Republican Party. Garfield died more than two months 
Inter, Guitean was convicted of murder and hanged. 


William MeXintey: Leon F. Czolgosz, an anarchist, shot 
McKinley in the chest and stomach at the Pan-American 
Exposition in Buffalo, N.Y., on Sept. 6, 1901. McKinley died 
eight days later. Convicted of murder in a one-day trial, 
Crolgosz was electrocuted at an Auburn, N.Y., state prison. 


Theodore Roosevelt: John N. Schrank, who claimed he 


was instructed by the ghost of McKinley, shot Roosevelt in 
the chest on Oct. 14, 1922, as the ex-President was cam- 
paigning for another term. Roosevelt recovered. Schrank 
‘was ruled insane and died in a mental hospital in 1943. 


Frankiin D. Roosevelt: Giuseppe Zangara, blaming eapital- 
ists for his stomach pains, fired a pistol at then President- 
elect Roosevelt in Miami, Fla., on Feb. 15, 1933. Roosevelt 
escaped harm, but Chicago Mayor Anton Cermak was 
Killed. Zangara was tried and executed within days. 


Harry &, Truman: On Nov. 1, 1950, two Puerto Rican na- 
tionalists, Oscar Collazo and Griselio Torresola, tried to 
shoot their way into Blair House, Truman's temporary resi- 
ence. The President was unharmed. Torresola and a guard 
died. Truman commuted Collazo’s death sentence. 


dohn F. Kennedy: Rifle fire mortally wounded Kennedy in 
a Dallas, Tex., motorcade on Nov. 22, 1963. Lee Harvey 
Oswald, 2 pro-Castro radical, was arrested, but he was later 
fatally shot by Jack Ruby, a saloon owner. There is still 
dispute over whether Oswald was the Jone assassin. 


Gerald Ford: On Sept. 5, 1975, in Sacramento, Calif,, drug- 
cult member Lynette Fromme pointed a pistol at Ford, but 
ahe was disarmed. Seventeen days later in San Francisco, 
Sara Jane Moore, a political activist, shot at the President 
but missed. Both women ate serving prison terms. 
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There's no trick to buying 

@ cheap gun like the one that 
wounded Reagan. Despite an 
import ban, they continue to 

fiood in from abroad. 


In many parts of America today, # 
Heense to drive is a Heense to buy @ 
pistol—few: questions asked. 

That fact was illustrated once again 
in the attempted assassination of Presi- 
dent Reagan. The gun fired at the 
President wes a 22-caliber revolver 
purchased over the counter in Dallas. 

‘Around the U.S., a survey shows, 
handguns are being purchased with 
ease, including cheap foreign-made 
models imported despite federa} legis- 
lation intended to keep them out of the 
country. 

Police records show that handguns 
are among the hottest-selling consum- 
er items in the United States. The cus- 
tomer increasingly is the law-abiding 
citizen, convinced that the police can 
no Jonger protect him or her from vio- 
Tent criminals. 

‘Officials in the Miami area, for exam- 
ple, report a huge upsurge in firearms 
registration—and 3] cases in which 
armed victims struck back at assailants 
last year. “The sheep in the herd teal- 
ize that the shepherd is sitting bound 
and gagged on the hillside,” says Dade 
County Medical Examiner Joseph Da: 
vis. "So the sheep are fighting back.” 

Says Fulton County, Ga., District Ate 
forney Lewis Slaton: “Atlanta is an 
armed camp. We've got guns all over 
the place.” Adds Denver Detective 
John Mamuzich: “People are selling 
guns out of the trunks of their cars. t's 
as easy es selling a used lawn mower.” 

Nationwide, the situation is this: 

e Private citizens now own about 50 
million handguns, by the estimate of 


Saturday-Kight 
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Specials— 
Plentiful and Easy to Get 


the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms—roughly 1 for every 3 
persons age 16 and older. 

aa Some 20,000 Americans were mur- 
@ered or accidentally killed or commit- 
ted suicide with handguns last year. 

@ Gun-contro! laws vary from place 
to place. But many are based on the 
federal Gun Centro! Act of 1965 re- 

. quiring. little more than proof of age 
and residence—usually, a driver's b 
censeplus a seldom checked pledge 
that the buyer is not a felon, a mental 
patient or a drug addict. 

@ Despite the 1965 federal law, the 
components of small, cheap pistols 
known as Saturday-night specials are 
pou in from overseas. The law for- 

de the importation of such guns— 
but it failed to cover weapons shipped 
to this country as disassembled parts. 
Result: Gun merchants in West Germa- 
ny, Belgium, Brazil, Italy, Finland, 
France and Britain send the makings 
to U.S. plants for assembly. 

The strands come together in the 
tage of the gun believed to have been 
used to shoot the President, as outlined 
by federal law-enforcement officials: 

The parts of this pistol were manu- 
factured by Roehm Firearms Company 
in Sontheim-Brenz, West Germany, 
and shipped to R.G. Industries in the 
riot-searred Liberty City area of Mi- 
ami. There, in a converted church sur- 

rounded by barbed wire, the parts 
were assembled into a weapon: A six- 
shot .22-caliber model known as an 
RG14, with 2 13-inch barre! and # re- 
tail list price of $39.45. 

‘An unidentified wholesaler bought 
the weapon and sold it to Rocky's Pawn- 
shop in Dalles. There, tay the records of 
Brceriesor Rocky Goldstein, it was 

mght October 13 by 2 young man who 
showed a Texas driver's Hcense, filled 
out the simple federal form and paid 


dobn W. Hinckiey, dr. went to Rocky's of 
Dulles for a Wert Germancesigner 22- 


*  qullber pisto! similar to the one below, ac 


Gerding to potice. 


about $45 each for itand a 
gastching weapon. 

The gun now belonged 
to John Warnock Hinck- 
key, Jr, who is accused of 
using it in the March 30 
sttack on President Rea- 
gan; his press secretary, 
James Brady, and two 
Jewmen in Washington 

Four days before he 
bought the pistols in Dallas, Hinckley 
was arrested in Nashville, charged with 
carrying three guns, fined $50 plus court 
costs and relexsed—a fact not recorded 
om the Dallas gun form and not re- 
quired. The charge was s misdemeanor. 

‘Citizens from toast to cozst can buy 
handguns just about ss easily. 

Virginia and Colorado, for example. 
follow the Texas practice of requiring 
some apparent proof of identity and 
signature of the federal form. There's 
mo waiting period. California requires 2 
IS-dey wait so authorities can make 
background checks—but Californians 
fan cross the state line to Arizona, 
where there is no wait. 

Gcotfing at the faw. Localities that 
do have strict gun-control laws—New 
York City; Washington, D.C; Detroit. 
Cleveland, and Columbus, Ohio. 
among them—often see their efforts 
frustrated for similar reasons People 
travel to @ suburb or nearby count: 
where the legal buying is easy or get 
illegal firearms bootlegeed in from 
places such as Texas and Virginia 

While opinion polls show that most 
Americans want tougher gun control, 
millions are acting otherwise. Even in 
the aftermath of the Reagan attack. 
House and Senate leaders say there is 
no chance Congress will pass any 
sweeping contro! law this year. 

The most that is likely to happen is 
that lawmakers may try to close sorne 
of the more glaring loopholes in the 
2966 law. One proposal getting mer- 
tion: Tighten rules on imports to cut off 
the trade in disassembled parts. Anoth- 
ex possibility: Much stiffer federal pen- 
aities for those who use guns in the 
commission of crime. But such propos: 
als are still in the talking stages, with 
no indication when ection might come. 

Meantime, Americans are buying 

with Little more inconvenience 
than a trip to the grocer’s. a 
eee 
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Why US. Lifestyle 
Pro duces Assassins 


Anew attempt on a President’s fife raises old questions: 

Why do such attempts continue? What will It take to bring them 
to a halt? For answers, the magazine went to a noted 
psychiatrist and consultant on vicient crime. 
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Or. Menninger, whet accounts for 
the string of apsassination attempts 
egsinst nations! leaders in the lest two 
Gecades? 

A Every society produces its alienat- 
ed persons who try to carty out their 
own agenda, but some characteristics 
of ours increase the potential risk. 

For one thing, more guns are avail- 
able than ever before—and these are 
the main weapons in assassination as 
well es violent crime, of which we have 
more than any other Western industri- 
alized nation. 

We also have a tradition of individual 
freedoms—and more resistance to lim- 
its op those freedoms. 

Another thing is affluence. Potential 
assassins can easily go to where their 
target is. In the John Lennon case, the 
alleged assassin flew in from Hawaii. 

Q As a psychiatrist who has been in- 
woived in studies of vicience and prest 
Gentla! security, how did you react ts the 
attempt on President Reagan's fe? — 

A My initial response was thet T 
wasn’t surprised—in part, because I've 
been reviewing some of the data on 
assassinations and, in part, because of 
the tenor of the times. 

Moreover, this is a President of 
strong and forceful character, who has 
expressed his opinions on public issues 
that excite emotions and who is not 
viewed as a conciliator, This sets the 
stage for making him a lighting rod— 
a target for assassination. 

is 8 profile butiding up on persons 
who try to carry out assassinations? 

A Not.a specific profile, but there 
are common elements. 

Characteristically, assassins tend to 


W. Walter Menninger, senior staff paychia- 
@iet at the Menninger Foundation. 


be loners and don’t have effective so- 
ial relations with other people, at least 
currently. Dhey are generally unmar- 
fied or thave had a very poor marital 
relationship. They are people without « 
tonsistent work history, particularly in 
the year or so before the assassination 
attempt is made. 

They are individuals who consistent- 
Jy use « handgun as their weapon and 
select a moment when a well-known 
figure is appearing in public. Until the 
attempts by Lynette “Squeaky” 
Fromme and Sara Jane Moore on then- 
President Ford, they were all males. 

Q Do essazains share a particular fam- 
By background or class level? 

A In nearly all instances, there has 
been some hint of early disruption in 
family life. The list does cut across class 
somewhst, but the striking thing is 
that, as yet, none have been black. 

Q Boss the desire for attention or 
fame play s strong rote in & person's ce 
sire to Kil 8 prominant person? 

A At some level, I would think, the 
would-be assassin must clearly have an 


Five Assallants and Their Targets 


@warenes: that this & going to be a 
motorious and even historic event. 

Q Would the recent trend of siosing 
Monta! hoapttals be putting mors potential 
mrazsains on the streets? 

Al don’t think there's clear evi- 
dence that atuassination is a function of 
mental illness per se. 

1G What about the growing ieniency in 
@entencing—does that raise the level of 
A The odd are that locking 

: are that ing up peo- 
ple Jonger for crimes is no solution, 
since people who have made assassing- 
ton attempts are people who have 
Bever committed a crime for which 
they would have been locked up. Any- 
‘way, our whole philosophy does not 
for preventive detention. 

G Would the frequency of sasassine- 
Mon attempts in recent years be dws, in 
part at jens!, to the mecia—especiaity the 
Wnfiuence of television? 

A Not necessarily. Yet I think the 


t ge expansion of the mevia has pro- 


eed an overload of communications 

for some people—and television, which 
es an event so immediately known, 
ean certainly be a factor. _ 

Q Do assensinations in this country of- 
ten devalop from political or economic 
@ievances? 

& More s0 in the last century, per- 
haps, assassins have had some kind of 
Specific but distorted political reason to 
feuty their action—but not 2s a mem- 

x of an organized political move- 
ment. They are personal zealots. 

In the Reagan case, I don't think we 
really know the motivation of the ac- 
cused assassin, despite press reports. 

@ Is Kt significant that, in this sountry, 
attacks on seaders come from boners, 
whils Western Europe's probiem is terror- 
tat groups? 

A That's one of the striking con- 
trasts thus far: We have been less sub- 
ject to the terrorist approaches. That 
doesn’t mean we may not be, and I'm 
well aware thet the FBI and other 
federa) law-enforcement agencies are 
constantly concerned sbout that 
spossibility. ; 

Q is there some way to grestly reduce 
the threst of assassination in the United 
States? 

& There's no simple answer. In 
democratic philosophy, the elected 
leader frequently performs ceremonial 
and political taisks in public. There is no 
perfect way to forestall atteropted as- 
sessinations short of confining the Pres- 
$dent to the White House and limiting 
his communication with the public to 
television broadcasts and other media. 
Other nations can, by totalitarian 
means, Hmit people's access to travel as 
well as to weapons. I don’t think we're 
bout to go in that direction. oO 
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Understand 
me, pleads 
threatener. 


By D.J. SAUNDERS 
and DON GENTILE 


ihe him and deter- 
mine if he is fit to stand trial for 
threatening to kill President Reagan. 

At a hearing in Manhattan Federal 
Court, Richardson, 22, stood at the 
defense table and told Judge David 
Edelstein: “Your honor, I ask the court 
to bear with me and try to understand 
who I am and what I believe.” 

“I certainly will do my best at the 
appropriate time,” Edelstein replied, 

The judge then, approved an order 
appointing Dr. .Stanley Portnow, 
former chairman of the American 
Psychiatric Association, to examine the 
defendant to see if he is “able to 
understand the proceedings against 
him or to properly assist in his own 
defense.” 

The judge stipulated that the U.S. 
attorney's office is to pay Portnow no 
more than $90 an hour for the examina- 
tion. Richardson, his lawyer, J. Edward 
Meyer, and U.S. Attorney John Martin 
Jr. also signed the order, agreeing to 
Portnow’s appointment. 

RICHARDSON THREATENED the 
lives of President Reagan, Secretary of 
State Haig, Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) 
and teenage actress Jodie Foster be- 
cause, he said, he had a “prophetic” 


dream in which aceused présidential 
assailant John W. Hinckley Jr. ap- 
peared to him and told him to finish, 
the job Hinckley had started, police 
reported yesterday. 

“We are dealing with a very dis- 
turbed person,” said one Iaw enforce- 
ment official of Richardson, 22, an 
unemployed landscaper from a 
Philadelphia suburb. 

The suspect. was under a 24hour 
suicide watch in the Metropolitan Cor- 
rectional Center in lower Manhattan, 
where he is being held in lien of 
$500,000 bail. Sources described him as 
“very depressed.” - 

Secret Service agents said the death 
threats were made in two letters—one 
found in a New Haven hotel room and 
the other sent to Foster at Yale Univer- 
sity, where she is a student. The Foster 
letter contained the reference to 
Richardson’s dream, authorities said. 
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Explore new ways 
to protect the Prez 


By ROBERT GEARTY 
and JOSEPH VOLZ 


tenon na 

Washington (News Bureau)—AHl pro- 
cedures for protecting President 
Reagan from assassins are under re 
view, officials said yesterday. Treasury 
Secretary Donald Regan said that the 
President’s schedule and travel plans 
probably will not ‘be made available for 
publication as part of a new plan being. 
formulated. 

Regan has responsibility for the 
Secret Service, which protects Reagan. 

Speaking on the NBC-TV program 
“Today,” he said that when Reagan 
returns from the hospital, a decision 
will be made on “how much publicity 


-will be given his.. . trips. 


Regan also said that the FBS might 
seek more authority to deal with and 
report about suspicious persons. 


IT HAS BEEN suggested that 
Reagan’s public appearances be ii- 
mited, although ‘aides say he would be 
reluctant to go along with such an idea. 

“Here you have to have a delicate 
balance between protection and poli- 
tics,” Regan said. “He's (Reagan) a 
politician. He Tikes to be with people, 
he was elected by people.” 

Ali recommendations on new mea: 
sures to prevent a repetition of the 
attack on Reagan will be turned over to 
the White House, which also has & 
study under way. 

‘The heads of the FBI and the Secret 
Service disagreed yesterday over the 


FBI's failure to pass on to the Secret 
Service last fall notice of Nashville 
gun charges against Jobn W. Hinckley 
Jr, the man accused of shooting 
‘Reagan. 

_ Hinckley was arrested at the 
Nashville airport with three handguns 
and 50 rounds of ammunition. He was 
pound for New York. 

EBL DIRECTOR William H. Webster, 
testifying before @ House Judiciary 
subcommittee, contended that the ar: 
rest of Hinckley last Oct. 9 “was & 
minor police ease” and that an agree- 
ment between the two agencies “does 
not explicitly call for” passing along 
such incidents. . 

But Secret Service Director H. 
Stuart Knight implied before another 
House panel that the seizing of Hinck- 
Jey, as an “unknown person” arrested 
while President Jimmy Carter was in 


‘the same city, should have been 


reported. 

“jt was a judgment call as to 
whether to report it or not,” Knight 
told a House Appropriations subcom- 
mittee. . 

Hinckley was released and forfeited 
8 $62.50 bond. Nashville police notified 
the local ZBI office about the case, but 
neither FBI headquarters nor the Se- 
cret Service was informed. 

“AT ISSUE IS a 1972 agreement 
between the FBI and the Secret Service 
that calls for the FBI to report persons 
who threaten public officials, pose @ 
threat to the U.S. government, defect 
to another country or show emotional 
behavior that could pose a threat. . & 
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FBI Quizzes Reagan About: 
Shooting 


0-19 Rev. 8-20-79) 


Combined News Services 


Washington—President Reagan, still improving from 
.& gunshot wound in the chest, was questioned about the 
shooting yesterday by two FBI agents who visited him in 
the hospital. 


ii, introduced the agents, 
who talked to Reagan for 28 minutes in what was de- 


scribed as “part of the routine investigation.” 


. <4 N . 
Instead of using @ side-street entrance as they had 
with Reagan, Secret Service agents decided to deliver 
and pick up Bush and his wife, Barbara, through a 
blocked-off underground garage at the hotel. 


Deputy White House press secretary Larry Speakes 
said planning continues for Reagan to go to Mexico to 
meet with President Jose Lopez Portillo April 27 and 28, 
but other officials indicated the trip may be postponed, 

Meanwhile, Secret Service agent Timothy J. McCar- 
thy, who was wounded in the liver while shielding Rea- 
gan, went home yesterday, the first of the four victims to 


be discharged from the hospital. Reagan saw- McCarthy - 


and thanked him nom the bottom’ of my heart,” the 


As he was leaving the hospital, McCarthy, 31, called 
out: “It’s great to be alive! It’s Breat to be Irish!” But his 
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Man Arrested in City 


In Threat on Reagan 


Combined News Services 


New York—The Secret Service arrested a 22- 
year-old man carrying a loaded handgun in the 
Port Authority Bus Terminal yesterday and 
charged him with threatening the life of President 
Reagan. 

‘The suspect allegedly left a note saying he was 
on his way to Washington to follow in the footsteps 
of John W. Hinckley, the man accused of shooting 
Reagan last week. The letter-was found in a room of 
the same hotel in New Haven, Conn., where Hinck- 
ley stayed last year in a futile attempt to meet ac- 
tress Jodie Foster, a freshman at Yale University. 

Foster received a letter Monday containing 
threatening references to Reagan. Shortly after 
that, a bomb threat was phoned to an emergency 
operator in New Haven, saying that Foster's dormi- 
tory would be blown up. A U.S. attorney said the 
suspect admitted he was responsible for both acts. 

Police and federal agents discovered that the 
suspect, Edward M. Richardson of Drexel Hill, Pa., 
described as an unemployed landscaper, had stayed 
at the Park Plaza Hotel in New Haven and had 
boarded a bus for Philadelphia yesterday. Secret 
Service agents made the arrest when the bus 
stopped in New York City about 1 PM. They said 
Richardson was carrying a loaded .32-cal. revolver. 

Richardson was ordered held in lieu of $500,000 
bail after U.S. Attorney John Martin said in US. 
District Ceurt that Richardson told federal agents 
thax if he were released, “he would go toWashing-" 


ton to kill the President.” Failing that, Martin said, 
Richardson vowed to kill Secretary of State Alex- 
ander Haig Jr. and Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.). 
ua Interviews Reagan shout s cating, Eage ne 
ichardson’s attorney, Edwai ever, describe: 
histhent as “concerned about whaghappened.” Mey- 
er, who was retained by Richardson's family, called 
Martin’s charges “inflammatory . but only 
charges.” Richardson's father, Joseph, a retired mail- 
man, said he and his wife were in “shock.” 

A Secret Service spokesman in New York said 
Richardson had spent time in Lakewood, Colo. 
Hinckley had stayed at a motel in Lakewood from 
March 8 to March 23. A Secret Service spokesman 
in Denver said Richardson had been in the area un- 
til early March visiting relatives. 

“I don’t think at this time we see any connection 
between Richardson and Hinckley,” FBI spokesman 
Roger Young said in Washington. That's an early 
‘appraisal, and we're checking into the possibility. 
It's something you just can’t not check.” 

Court papers said that when hotel security men 
and Secret Service agents went through Richard- 
son’s hotel room in New Haven, they found three 
-32-cal. bullets, magazine photos of Reagan with an 
“X” through his face and the notation “targeted for 
death.” A handwritten letter with a threat to the 
President contained a reference to going to Wash- 
ington “to bring to completion Hinckley’s reality.” 
The letter was found yesterday morning by a clean- 
ing woman at the hotel 2 
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Reagan tells FBI of shooting 


WASHINGTON {(AP}—President Reagan, 

still showing no sign of infection and his 
temperature near normal, Tuesday gave the 
FBI a firsthand account of the attempt on his 
‘Jife eight days ago. 
: “Assistant White House press secretary Mark 
"Weinberg said Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tions Director William Webster and presiden- 
tial counselor Edwin Meese Hi introduced 
Reagan to the two agents who interviewed 
him. He was alone with the agents for 28 
minutes, Weinberg said, beginning at 12:51 
a.m, EST. 


The President also met separately with 
three Secret Service officials—Director| H. 
Stuart Knight; John Simpson, assistant dipec-’ 
tor of the office of protective services; jand 
Jerry Parr, chief of the presidential protective 
Aetail a 


WEINBERG SAID the President told the 
three: 

“] want you te know how proud I am of your 
service. I am personally grateful,” 

Earlier, White House deputy press secretary 
Larry Speakes called the FBI's session with 
the President “part of the routine investiga- 
tion.” It was the President's first official par- 
ticipation in the probe of the March 30 
shooting. 


A LATE-MORNING medical bulletin said 


the President's condition “has improved fur- 
ther” and his temperature had returned to 
hear normal and was remaining stable. 


X-rays showed some clearing of the bullet- 
punctured lung, the report said. There still is 
evidence of damaged tissue along the bullet 
path, but the affected area is smaller Tuesday 
than it was Monday, the report said. X-ray 
equipment has been temporarily set up in the 
President’s suite to monitor his chest. 

Culture tests taken to detect infection were* 
normal, though the President still was receiv- 
ing a broad range of antibiotics as a pre- 
cautionary measure, the report said, 


“TRE PRESIDENT Is in excellent spirits,” 
‘doctors said after their morning rounds at 
George Washington University Hospital. “His 
eolor is good and he is eating well.” —- 

The report said White House press secretary 
James S. Brady, who was shot in the brain, 
sat up in his chair twice Monday, can drink by 
himself, and is eating solid foods on a regular 
basis. Consultations have started with physi- 
cal therapists about a recovery program. 

District of Columbfa officer Thomas Dela- 
hanty, who was wounded in the neck, remains 
in good condition at Washington Hospital Cen- 
ter, the report said. 


SPEAKES EARLIER announced that the 
President will make a major ecoriomic 


address from the White House after he is 
discharged from the hospital. The address 
probably will be nationally broadcast, but jike- 
ly will not occur before April 15, income tax 
due date. 

“There is no word yet on when the President 
will be discharged. Asked whether Reagan’s 
tentative release date had slipped back, 
Speakes said no firm date had ever been 
fixed. “It's a day-by-day thing,” he said. 

Speakes refused on Monday to reveal the 
specific figure for Reagan's temperature, but 
a source said it was less than 100 degrees. The 
normal body temperature is 98.6 degrees. 


BECAUSE OF the shooting, Reagan was 
forced to cancel a series of speeches before 
state legislatures designed to sell his program 
of tax and budget cuts. - 
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Vice’ President George Bush will substitute 


for Reagan at a speech Sunday in Tuskeegee, 
Ala., Speakes said. . 

Bush and First Lady Nancy Reagan will be 
the President’s stand-ins Tuesday night at a 
Republican dinner in the same hotel where 
Reagan was shot. . 

Extraordinary security steps are being fol- 
Jowed at the Washington Hilton Hotel, where 
almost 3,000 guests are expected at 2 $1,000-a- 
plate, black-tie dinner Tuesday to raise money 
for Republican candidates for the House and 
Senate. 
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Man Chargef®With Threatening I of President 


By JOHN J. GOLDMAN, Times Staff Writer 


NEW YORK—The Secret Serv- 
ice arrested a 23-year-old man car 
rying a loaded handgun Tuesday 
and charged him with threatening 
the life of President Reagan after 
the suspect allegedly left a note 
saying he was on his way to Wash- 
ington to follow in the footsteps of 
dobn W. Hinckley Jr. 

The letter was found in a room of 
the same hotel in New Haven, 
Conn., where Hinckley had stayed 
last year in a futile attempt to meet 
film actress Jodie Foster, who is a 
freshman at Yale University, - 

Police in New Haven and the Se- 
etet Service in New York collabor- 
ated on the arrest after Foster re- 
ceived a letter Monday containing 
threatening references to Reagan. 
Shoftly after the actress received 
the letter, a telephone bomb threat 
was phoned to an emergency opera- 
tor in New Haven saying that her 
dorm would be blown up. The 
building was checked by security { 
men, but no bomb was found. . 

Arrested in New York . 

The suspect was traced to the 
Park Plaza Hotel in New Haven, 

and police found he had boarded a 

bus bound for Philadelphia Tues- 

day. Secret Service agents made the 

arrest when the bus stopped at the 

Port of New York Authority Bus 
. Terminal in New York City. 

The agents took Edward M. Rich- 
ardson of Drexel Hill, Pa. into cus- 
tody and said he was carrying a 
Joaded .32-caliber revolver when he 
was seized. 

A Secret Service spokesman in 
New York said that Richardson had 
spent time in Lakewood, Colo., and 
in Florida. Hinckley, who is charged 


“with shooting President Reagan, 


had stayed at a motel in Lakewood, 
as suburb of Denver, from March 8 to 


A Secret Service spokesman in 
Denver said Tuesday that Richard- 
son had been in the Denver area 
until early March visiting relatives, 
but that thus far it appeared no con- 
nection between Richardson and 
Hinckley existed. 


Papers filed in federal District 
Court in New York City said that 
when hotel security men and Secret 
Service agents went through Room 
608 of the Park Plaza Hotel in New 
Haven Tuesday they found three 
32-caliber bullets, magazine photos 
of Reagan with an X drawn through 
his face with the notation “targeted 
for death.” A handwritten letter 
with a threat to the President con- 
tained @ reference to going to 
Washington “to bring to completion 
Hinckley’s reality.” 
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A Secret Service spokesman said 
that Richardson had checked into °Y- 
the Park Plaza Hotel on April 4, and 
according to court papérs, he had 
left Tuesday without paying his bill. 
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- MAN HELD IN THREAT 
TO UNDERGO TESTING 


Letters Tell of ‘Prophetic Dream’ 
in Which Hinckley ‘Ordered’ 
Suspect to Kill President 


By JOSEPH B. TREASTER 

A Federal judge yesterday ordered a 
psychiatric examination for the 22-year. 
old unemployed man who was charged in 
Manhattan Tuesday with threatening to 
kill President Reagan. Other authorities 
said the man had indicated he was moti- 
vated to cornmit violence by a ‘prophetic 
dream.”* 


The accused man, Edward M. Richard- 
son of Drexel Hill, Pa., told of the dream 
in a letter that was delivered to Jodie 
Foster, the actress, at Yale University _ 
last Monday, Federal law enforcement 
officials said. 

In the letter, Mr. Richardson indicated 
that in the dream he had received in- 
structions to kill the President from John 
W. Hinckley Jr., the 25-year-old man who 
has been charged with attempting to as- 
sassinaté Mr. Reagan in Washington on 
March 30, 

“I will finish what Hinckley started,” 
the letter said in part, according to the 
law enforcement officials. 


“Wave of Assassins’ 


“RR must die,” the letter continued, 
“He (JWH) has told me so in a prophetic 
dream. Sadly though, your death is also 
required. You will suffer the same fate as 
Reagan and others in his fascist regime. 
‘You cannot escape. We are a wave of as-, 
sassins throughout the world.”” 

A number of parallels between Mr. 
Richardson and Mr. Hinckley have 
emerged. Both had apparently been cap- 
tivated by the 18-year-old Miss Foster, 
the star of such films as “Taxi Driver” 
and “Cary.” Both stayed briefly at the 
Park Plaza Hotel in New Haven and sent 
Jetters to Miss Foster. Both had recently 
lived in Lakewood, Colo., just outside 
Denver. Both had been unable to find 
York and appeared to have been drifting 
around the country with little purpose in 
the weeks before they allegedly took ac- 
jtion against the President. 


But Federal authorities reiterated yes- 
terday that they had found no evidence 
that the two men had evef met. Further- 
more, the authorities said that Secret 
Service agents administered a poly- 
graph, or lie detector, test to Mr. Rich- 
ardson, which indicated he had no con- 
nection with Mr. Hinckley. 

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms in Washington said late yester- 
day afternoon that it stil! had been unable 
to learn where Mr. Richardson obtained 
the gun he was carrying when he was ar- 
rested. 


Gun Sold March 20 


bat in an interview, Paul Fichenberg, 
& gunsmith at the Lianerch Gun Sho} 7” 
DEeXer HUT, Rae, two miles tot the ridc- 
est White “house where Mr. Richardson 
lived with his parents, said that Mr. Rich- 
ardson had purchased a .32-caliber Smith 
& Wesson with a four-inch barrel from 
the shop on March 20, 10 days before the 
attack on President Reagan for which 


il Mr. Hinckley has been charged. Mr. Ei- 
j Chenberg said Mr. Richardson paid “$80 


to $85” for the used weapon made in “the 
1930’s or earlier,” and picked it up on 
March 27. 


George Harris, a former salesman at 
the gunshop who is now employed at the 
headquarters of the National Rifle As- 
sociation in Washington, said he recafled 
selling the weapon but did not remember 
the customer. 


“One customer is like the next,” Mr. 


7 Harris said. “A used gun is like a person- 


ality.” 

In addition to the letter that was deliv- 
ered to Miss Foster, the police and Secret 
Service agents found two other letters 
Tuesday morning in Room 608 at the Park 
Plaza, where Mr. Richardson had been 
‘staying since the previous Friday. One of 
the letters repeated the name “Jodie” 


J over and over followed by “‘I love you.” 


Letters Left at Hotel 


in the other letter found at hotel, Mr, 
Richardson said he was leaving for Wash- 
ington “‘to bring to completion Hinckley’s 
reality," 

“Ultimately,” the letter continued, 
“Ronald Reagan will be shot to death and 
this country turned to the Left.” 

The letters in the hotel had been left in 
plain view on a night table, along with 
three .32-caliber bullets. They were dis- 
covered by a maid shortly after Mr. Rich- 
ardson left the hotel without paying his 
bill. He was arrested in the Port Author. 
ity Bus Terminal in midtown Manhattan 
a few hours later, armed with a loaded 
.32-caliber revolver, 

Mr. Richardson appeared in Federal 
District Court in Manhattan yesterday 
afternoon in the faded blue jeans and 
stripped sweater in which he had been 


taken into custody, 
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Reagan probably won't be discharged:c’y _ 


from the hospital until this weekend, his 
aides said. Chest’X-rays showed significant 
clearing in his lung of damaged tissue and 
dried blood. 


Federal agents can find no link between 


the man arrested in New York on a charge 


of threatening the President's life and the 


™man accused of shooting Reagan. The Se- 
feret Service said there isn’t any indication 


Edward M. Richardson, arrested Tuesday, 
mew John W. Hinckley Jr., Reagan's al- 
leged assailant. 
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\No Connection 
In Assassination 
Arrests Is Found 


. By T. R. Reid 
‘Washington Post Staff Writer 

Federal officials have concluded after preliminary 
investigation that, despite some coincidental links, 
there was never a connection between John W. 
Hinckley Jr., who is charged with shooting President 
Reagan last week, and Edward M. Richardson, ar- 
rested Tuesday for threatening to “bring completion 
to Hinckley’s reality.” 

H. Stuart Knight, director of the Secret Service, 

i told a House subcommittee yesterday that “at this 
point in our investigation, we feel quite confident 
that there is no connection between the gentleman 
who was arrested and the events that went down 
last. Monday.” 

Secret Service officials have reported an upsurge 
in threats against the president since he was shot 
March 30 and say this is a common phenomenon 
after a highly publicized assassination attempt. 

The service and federal prosecutors in New York 
say Richardson, 22, of Drexel Hill, Pa, who was 
arrested at Manhattan’s Port Authority bus termi- 
nal with a loaded revolver, apparently was trying to 
emulate Hinckley. 

Authorities said Richardson had left threatening 
letters in a hotel room in New Haven, Conn., and, 
like Hinckley, apparently was drawn to New Haven 
to gaze at actress Jodie Foster, a freshman at Yale 
University there. Like Hinckley, Richardson had 
spent some time recently in Lakewood, Colo, a 
Denver suburb, 

New Haven police said yesterday that Richardson 
attended two performances of a student play in 
which Foster was appearing last weekend. She was 
under police guard at the time. 

One of the letters found in Richardson’s room at 
the New Haven hotel and released by authorities 
said: “I depart now for Washington, D.C., to bring 
completion to Hinckley’s reality.” : 

Richardson was reported as having told police 
that Hinckley appeared to him in a dream and told 
him to kill the president. 

in Philadelphia, meanwhile, the Secret Service 
arrested a boarding-school employe on a charge of 
threatening Reagan’s Hfe, U.S. Attorney Peter A. 
Vaire said. 

~~ =Steven E_ Seach was arrested Monday, the day 
before Ri m was charged in New York City. 
According Vaira, after Reagan was wounded 
March 30 Seach allegedly told a co-worker that “if 
he had been in Washington he would not have 
missed" and said he wanted time off to go to the 
capital and “finish the job.” 

Seach was arraigned before a U.S, magistrate and 


ordered to undergo a 90-day mental examination, 
Vaira said. 


eee 


‘As various government agencies continue to inves- 
tigate the shooting of Reagan, John Simpson, an 
acting assistant secretary at the Treasury Depart- 
‘ment which has jurisdiction over the Secret Service. 
said yesterday that “there is still every indication 
that the Secret Service performed superlatively.” 

Knight algo reiterated in House testimony yester- 
day that a notebook left by a Secret Service agent 
in a public phone booth in suburban Virginia last 
weekend contained nothing that could compromise 
presidential security. NO 
_ Several members of Congress have discussed vari- 
‘ous legislative responses to the assassination at- 
tempt. Yesterday, Senate Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Strom Thurmond (R-S.C.), whose senfori- 
ty lends his bills considerable force, introduced legis- 
jation to establish mandatory prison terms any time 
a gun is used in a federal crime. 

"Thurmond’s bill also would make it a federal of- 
fense to kill, kidnap or assault. a Cabinet member. 
although statutory language already outlaws assault 
on any federal officer. 

Thurmond’s proposal also would set up proce- 
dures for imposing the death penalty for first-degree 
murder in the District of Columbia, The city's 
present maximum sentence is life imprisonment. 

Thurmond did not propose to ban import of 
parts for small handguns, a prohibition that had 
-atirred opposition from some gun owners’ groups. 
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Man Mistaken for Reagan Attacker 
Asserts He Now Fears for His Life 


‘Special to The New York Times 


SHREVEPORT, La., April 8 — James 
Whittom of Shreveport, La., says he is 
frightened when he walks in the street 
since a photograph of him in a Nazi uni- 
form was incorrectly identified as that of 

{the man accused of trying to assassinate 
' President Reagan. . 

The photograph, taken at a meeting of 
the National Socialist Party in St. Louis 
in 1978, was issued last week by The As- 
sociated Press, which identified one of 
the men in it as John W. Hinckley Ir., 
who is accused of shooting Mr. Reagan in 
Washington on March 30, 

The Associated Press later acknow!- 
edged that the photograph identification 
of Mr. Hinckley was incorrect, 

“I have been identified as a Presiden- 
tial assassin,” Mr. Whittom said earlier 
this week. “If some nut on the street sees 
me, he might want to blow me away,” 


Getting ‘Cold Shoulder’ 


Mr. Whitton, who appears to be in his 
late 20's, said the mistake had caused 
him grief both personally and profession- 
ally because it was causing family prob- 
Jems and his fellow workers were giving 
him the “cold shoulder.” The former 
warehouse worker declined to say what 
he now does fora living. 

“One reason I moved to Shreveport 
was to get away from it all,” said Mr. 
Whittom, who has a wife and two chil- 
dren. “It has been three years since I had 
anything to do with that party, and I 

* moved to Shreveport because no one here 

j knew of my background — and I was hop- 

_ ing to leave it in the background.” 

:, He said that his unwanted notoriety 

: bad also resulted in his being questioned 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
the Central Intelligence Agency and the 
Secret Service. He said that Government 
agencies were apparently attempting to 


insure that the man pictured in the photo- 
graph was not Mr. Hinckley. . 

An J. spokesman in Shreveport 
issued a ffat™‘no comment"? when ques- 
tioned about the Whittom situation. The 
spokesman said that a directive had been 
issued from Washington, D.C., saying i 
that any statements about the case must 
come from the bureau's Director, the At- 
torney General or the head of the Secret | 
Service, i 

Denies Being Party Member 

Mr. Whittom asserts that he was never 
actually a member of the National Social- 
ist Party, but was associated with it at 
the time the photograph in question was 
taken by a freelance photographer. 

He said that he had attended the meet- 
ing in St. Louis at the invitation of some 
acquaintances. He contended that the 
uniform he was wearing in the photo- 
graph taken at the meeting was not a 
regwiation uniform. 

“It is a shirt and pair of pants,” he 
said. “It was not a regulation uniform. 
They gave it to me and told me to wear it 
for the meeting. I have nothing to do with 
them now, I quit having anything to do 
with them about two months after that.” 

He said that he hoped to continue living 
in Shreveport, although he would have to 
see “how things go” before deciding 
whether to move. “I have got two kids 
who have to go to school here and my wife 
goes to school,” he said. “She only had 
two months left.’” 7 

He said that he had hired an attorney to 
study the possibility of taking legal action 
against the news service on the ground 
that it had , dauled to authenticate the 

hoto; dh before releasing it. 
e Gary. Clark, the bureau chief for the 
Associated Press in Louisiana, refused to 
comment on the matter, 
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